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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVEHNOR OF BENGAL. 

His ExcelleDcy Lt.>Col. the Right Hon’ble Sir Fbanoxs SxAifun 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL., 

The Hon’ble Mnharaja KsiiArNiSH Chandra Rat Bahadur of Nadia» 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

.3. Excluded Areas. 

4. ^ails. 

5. Legislative. 


The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur Saitid Nawab Ali CHAUDHtmi, Khaii 
Bahadur, c.i.£., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Foxeste# 

6. Irrigation. 


THe Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberlt, c.i.e., i.c.s.^ in charge of the following 
portfolios; — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other profesiiional qualiflcatiotts 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. JudiciaL 



4 GOVEBITMEirr OF BENGAL. 

r * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Make, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

( 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial 8u1)ject8. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Education. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

3. Public Works. 

The Hon’bie Nawab Mdsh.\eruf. Hosain, Khnn Bahadui, in charge 
^f the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise. 

« 3. Registration. 
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POTCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 


PiffiSIBENT. 

The Hon’bfe Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuhi, of Santoah. 


Deputy President. 

Khan Bahadur !Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, b.l. 


Panal of Chairmoii for the Twenty-oighth Soisioii. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Aohabjta Ohaudbubi, of Mokta^ 

gacha, Mymensingh. 

2. Dr. Sir Deva Psosad Sarbadhixari, xt.» o.x.b., o.b.s. 

3. Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.b. 

4. Mr. M. Ashraf Alt Khan Chaudhubi. 


Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

Awistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison and K, N. 
Majumdar. 

Regietrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS, 

A 

Abbott, Mr. E. O. (Indian Jute Mills Association). 

Acharjya Cbaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi Kanta, of Muktagacha, MymoD* 
singh. (Dacca University.) 

Afzal, Maulvi Syed. Mahamud. [Bakarpanj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahaniad, Mauvi Asiinuddin. fTippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahainad, Maulvi Kasiniddin. fRang‘pur West (Muhammadan).] 
•Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Rajshahi South 
^{Muhftmmadati). ] 

AH, Manlri Syed ^fauslier. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

AH, Mr. Altaf. fBo^rra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah, Mr. Syed Miihammad. [Mymensinprh East (Muhamma 
dan).] 


B 

^ *. 

Ragchi, Babu Romes Cliandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, a.L. fDinujpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Prumatlianath. [Calcutta East (Nou-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bal)u Promotha Natli [Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma* 
^^dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhurn (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barton, Mr. J. F, (Benj^al Chamber of Commerce.) 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. [24-Parg'anas Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C, [Burdwan Soutli (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surenflra Nath. fFaridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muharomadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. {Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogfindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


Deputy President, Bengal Legialative Cotinoil. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEHBEBS. 


ft 

OiiakraTarti, Mr. Byomlces. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakrabnrtty, Babu Jatindra^Nath. [Rangpyr East (l$[pn*Mtthamma 
dan).] 

Chatterjee, Sri jut Bijav Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-M^hamma* 
dan)*] 

Chaudburi, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Bahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudburi, Bai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Bural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudburi, the Hon^ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali,«KhaD 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Gholam Mawla. fFaridpuf South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj Nortlj (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 


D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Amulva Chandra. [Ilooghlv Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dowding Mr. T. W. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Drummond, Mr. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. G. S. ..(Nominated Ofecinl.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

G 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Qhose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Ohose, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Officifd.) 



ALPHABETICAL UST OF MEMBERS. • 

Ghosh ;Maiilik, Balm Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Noii*Muhamiaii* 
daa).] 

Ghuznavi, HadjLMr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymexksitigh Bouth* 
We^ (Muhammadan).] 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari AssocialAn.) 

Gofran, Mauivi Abdul; [Noakhali AVe^^t (Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-ojfficial.) 

Gupta, Mr, Jogesh Chandra. [I)a(‘ca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

H 

Habibulia, Nawab Khwaja. [Da<(a City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Xhan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Himatsingka, Balm J^rabhu Boyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Tloque, Kazi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 
[Malda cu7n Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Mauivi I^atafat. (Nominated Non-ofHcial.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8yed Maqbul. [('hittagong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Iluq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekrarnul. [Murshidabad (Muhamma- 
dan),] 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. [Myidensingli Cential 
(Muhammadan). ] 


4 

James, Mr. E. E., cmj.e. [Presidency and Burdwan (Euiopean).] 

K 

Kaiim, MaulVi Abdul. (Burdwan Division South (Muliammadan),! 
Kasem, Mauivi^ Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan.)] 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).| 
Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Raj.shohi North (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muazzam Ali. fPnbna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiauddin. [Faridpur Morth (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Mr. Bazaar Rahman. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan),} 
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jUUPUASmiCAt LIST OF MEMBERS. 

L 

Lahiri, Mr. Basanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Lala, Ba|^u Saroda Kripa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 
Lindsay, Mr. J. H. (Nominated Official.) 

Luke, Mr. N. R. (Indian Jute Mills Association).^ 


M 

Macartney, Mr. J. G. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

MacBeaii, Mr. J. A. (Indian Tea Association.) 

MacDonald, Mr. A. (Nominated official.) 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babu Maheudra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (N9n-Muham- . 
madau).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Mazumdar, Ilai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.k. (lessor© North iNon* 
Muhniiiinadan).] 

MoCluskie, Mr. K. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitter, the Ilon’ble .Sir Provash Cliundei. Kj., (.i.r. (Minister.) 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Mob^uly, tlie llou'ble Mr. A. N., (m.k. (Member, Executive (’ouncil).] 
Moitru, Srijut Jogendni Nath." [Bogra mm Pabna (Non-Muhainma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G., r.r.E. (Bengal (’hanibei of (^oninierce. ' 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Ilooglily Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Milker] i, Mr. S. 0. < Nominated Non-official. ) 


N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra.^ [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Bahu Hem Chandra. f24-Parganas Rural Central (Non-. 
Muhammadan).] 

Naiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.i*e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Nelson, Mr. W. H. (Nominated Official.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF HSlfBBaS. 

P 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Phelps, Mr. Trevor J. (Calcutta Trades Association.^ 
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 
Prentice, Mr. W. B. R., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 


R 

Rahim, SirsAhd-ur, k.c.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymeiisingh Noith-VV'est (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.)' 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-PurganaiS Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Radha Gobinda. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Sureiidra Nath. [24-Parganus Municipal Kouth (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridjmr North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, ot Nator. (Rajsbahi Landholders.) 
Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahmlur Kshaunish Chandra, of Nadia. 

(Member, Executive Council.) 

Ray Chaudlniri, Mr. K- C. 'Nominated Non-otficial.) 

•Ray Chaudliuri, the Don’blc Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 

(Dacca Landholders.) 

Reid, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. f24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (N<*minated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (l^on-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kir^n Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rojr Choudhtiri, feal Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muh«mmadan).] 


8 

Snchie, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Kajshalii (Non-Muhammad«n).] 


PrMident of the Bengal Legialatire Ooun^. 



1* ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEilBEBS. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dera Prosad, Kr., c.i.e., c.b.e. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

®**”* Naliniranjaii. [Mymenaii^h East (Non-Muhamma- 

Barker, Ifai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan). 1 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Raaak Hajee Abdool. fHooghly cum Eowrab 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

?*"’ ®“*‘*** C^i®”****- ‘ Bengal National Chamber of Commerce ) 

Sen, Snjut Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M-. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah Mr. GhOlam Hossain. [24-ParganaB Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan. of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal ChamWr of Commerce.) 

Solaiman. Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhamma 
dan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. IT. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammndanl,] 


T 

Tate, Major-General Godfrey, m.u.. v.h..s.. i.m.s. (Nominated Official) 
Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamhei- of Commerce.) 

Travers, Mr. tV. I... c.i.k.. o.n.E. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



THE BENGiCL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEpiNGS. 

(Official Report of tho T«voitty*oigMh 90ssi0ii.| 

VOLUME XXVIII— No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council aseembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hail, 
Calcutta, OB Monday, the 12th March, 1928, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Rav Chaudhuei, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the foui Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and ll8 nominated and elected 
members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 


The following members made an oath or affirmation of their alle- 
giance to the Crown : — 

Mr. A. MacDonald. 

Mr. E. G. AimoTT. 

Mr. N. R. Li kk. 


Obituary rtforonoos. 

Mr. PrUiDENT (Um Hon'bla Raja Manmatlia Nath Ri^ Oban* 
dhuiL-af SantaaM): Gentlemen of the Council, it is my sad duty to 
bring tQ your notice the death of the late Satyendra Prasanna, Baron 
Sipha of Baipnr, k.c., k.c.s.i., who was a member of this Council 
in the yeans 1906, 1908 and 1909 and again from the year 1913 to 1916 
and Bcas a memher of the Executive Council of His Excellency the 
Ck>vemor of ^e 1 ]gal in the year 1917 a1idl9l8. 



OBITFABY REFERENCES. 


[12rH Mah. 
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Lord Binha wa« entirely a self-made man ; his life, in fact, wag a 
glj^riatis example of what self-help can achieve. * He rose to the 
^pmost xui^ of the ladder, not ^cidentaiUy, not all at once, but step 
by step, filing all the time very hard as an finest worker, trith absolute 
fa^th in his destiny. Hia«i)ef inning ^^like all beginnings, was extremely 
difficult and he ^ had io jtrugi^e and struggle ui^easingly to overcome 
the* numerous impedipjerlts #hich lay in his path* Nothing succeeds 
like success, and once he wa| ^ble to clear his way before him of all 
obstacles^ he succeeded* by <eheer dint of his merit lo lay the foundation 
of a remarkable career of uniterrupted success. He rapidly rose to 
fame, and as I|e Ascended higher and higher, his versatile genius, virile 
intellect and wonderful talents came into greater and greater play 
every day, and ultimately led him to a position which in respect of an 
Indian was really unique in the annals of India under British rule. 
He was the first Indian Advocate-General of Bengal, first Indian 
Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, firat Indian King’s Coun- 
sel, first Indian Fnder-8icretary of State for India, first Indian Peer 
of the Realm, and first Indian Provincial Governor in British India. 
Two years ago he was given a seat in the Judicial Coinniittee of the 
Privy Council, a position which, as you all know, he filled with conspi- 
cuous ability. His own countrymen, on the other hand, conftMTed up- 
on him the highest honour in their gift by electing him as the President 
of the Indian National Congress in the year 19irj. In spite of the 
gloiy and glamour of these high and exalted offices, Lord Sinha conti- 
nued to be remai'kable for his unfailing courtesy and innate modesty. 
Power and position never intoxicated him, and till the last day of his 
life, he continued to do his duty as quietly and as selflessly as was 
humanely possible. The dignity of his character was always greater 
than the dignity of his position, and the greatness of his soul invari- 
ably proved to be greater than the greatness of his office. He left his 
stamp on all works with which he was entrusted, and the emiftent ser- 
vices which he rendered, in India and England, to vsecure for his country 
the first instalment of Reforms, leading to Self-Government for India, 
within the British Empire, in the fullness of time, earned for him 
everlasting fame Md should cover his name with imperishable glor>^ 
for all time to come. He really made history when in 1917 and 1918 
he, as an Indian, took part, with consummate skill and statesmanship, in 
the memorable deli l)erat ions of the war Conference and War 'Cabinet, 
which prepared the ground for the foundation of international peace 
and liberty. ■ 

India is poorer to-day without a patriot, a pnblie .sertaht end a 
statesman of liord Sinha’s outstanefing pai»on(||ity;^ andT jiow^diai he 
is no more with us, it is clearly onr duty to kadp jali^ ^ oW . midst 
his memory and examples so that we may draw kiipijMoiia fry^ ihem 
in moments of doubt and difficl’ulty. It is cloailjr^nir du^ Id^ assoqil^ 
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QUESnOlTS. 


our8€>l,ie8 as intimately as w<s can with his life’s glorSNlhsoiito. 

ele^lj^onr duty to ablate into our every-day-existenc?^wsL 

of his life, so that we may he able to set our helm on the right eoutw 
and may not wander awayfwm the proper path of duty and sacrifice. "• 

I pro^se to. convey to the relativer oi l»,e late Baron Sinha of Rw- 
pur the Council s deeg sense of sympatfiy, in *h«' «ad loss they have 
.sustained I would TO* you, gentlemen. . to Show your respect 'to fhe 
memory' of the late I^rd Sinha by kHidly^risii^ your places. 

(All the Members then rose in their plkbe%.) ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Tliank you gentlemen. The Secretary will 
Kindly take the usual action. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: (ientleinen, we have also to mourn the loss of 
another distinguished Bengali Mr. Gyanendia Nath Boy, whose un- 
timely death occuried only yesterday. He was only 53 years of age. 
Mr. Roy filled with distinction many high offiees, and was to have 
occupied a .seat on the Bench of the Calcutta High Court when he fell 
ill. He was a member of this Council from the 15th November, 1922, 
to April 1923 ; he was also a member of the old Couneil during the years 
1919 and 1920. The late Mr. Roy was u man of high intelligence 
with a gi-eat regard for duty. We also knew him ns a courteous and 
kindly gentleman with a winning personality. He leaves many friends 
to mourn his loss, and Bengnl is poorer to-day by his death, I propose 
to .a.nvey to the relatives of the late Mr. Roy. the Council’s deep sense 
of sympathy in the sad loss they have sustained. I would nsk you, 
gentlemen to show your respect to the memory of the late Mr. Roy 
by kindly rising in your places. ' ‘ 

tAll the members then rose in tlieir places.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank \ou, gentlemen. The SeiTeturv will 
kindly take the usual action. 


StarMd Quattiom. 

(to whiob oral ansisren war* gftran). 
..Agrioultural damonatration worka. 


jK»*»«WDpiN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon'Wo 
«f ;the Department of Agriculture and Indtutries 
^ jd^4|ib}fi ft ifftteniefit ahowingf — 

(O^he t^^^ilMilndituM incurred by the Oovemment’ in tho 
^•part^ent. of Agriculture for the last three vean; , 



i| " QTOSfTOjra. ’ {lara#**. 

MV MVV .«WM«>V MWA M ad in lieu of tke eaid ^xpendttore; 

^ (ilO^tlie benefit derived by the agriculturiiitfi of the different di»- 
trictg of the province P 

c * w 

(b) Is it a fact that Some agricultural demonstrators have been 
posted in some -of the headquarters and subidivisional stations with 
jurisdiction of five miles* only? 

(c) Will the Bon ble Minister be pleased to state what facility 
are given to them for the discharge of the demonstration works within 
their respective j urisdictions P 

(d) Is it under., the contemplation of the Government to place We 
demonstrator at the headquarters of each thana and to allot to each 
demonstrator a plot of land wherein he may grow different crops 
growing within each subdivision and thereby show higher outturn 
obtained by scientific means and demonstrate the results to the people? 

(MINISTER ill charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES the Hon'Me Sir Provaeh Chunder Mitter); (a) (i) 

The total expenditure by the Agriculture Department for the last 3 
years is as follows : 1924-25. Ks. 8,21,142; 1925-26 Rs 8ifi9 855' 

1926-27, Rs. 10,1)0,508. 

(ti) and (Hi) The member is referred to the Annual Reports of the 
Agriculture Department. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Demonstrutors are provided with such seeds, manures and 
implements as are required for the programme of demonstration 
drawn up for the area they supervise. Seeds and manures are supplied 
free to such selected cultivators as agree to undertake demonstrations 
and improved implements are demonstrated on their land. 

(d) The policy as regards demonstrators is under the considera- 
tion of Government. 

Muiivi KASIRUloiN AHAMAO: Will the Hon’We Minister be 
pieaMd to state with regard to answer {d) how long this matter has 
bean under t|,e consideration of Oo^'ernment ? ‘ * 

The Sir PROVASH CHUNDIR MITTCR: For only a 

few weeks. "" 

Mr. MCtSH QHAMDRA GUPTAI AA we to understand, that 
when these demonstrator were nppointed, Goyenunent had no policy 
with regard to their worfcf ^ ‘ . 



1928.1 ^ QUESTIONS. Vt 

Th« liofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl la that a 
question, Sir, for eliciting information^ If so, I will answer i^, 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Sir Pi-ovash, you can answer it if you Jike. 

The Hoii’bleSir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That was done 
before my time, but so far as I am aware, there was a policy behind it. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
'pleased to state what that policy was? 

The HofVble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER^MITTjER. I want notice 
of that. 


Co-operative Societies, defalcation oases in connection therewith. 

*71. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Ilonble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the ninnl)er of defalcation cases in connection with the 
(\>-oi>erative Swieties of Bengal that have occurred between 
the years 1914 and 1927; 

(ii) the amount involved in each case; 

(»i7) the Itegistrars during whose iucuml)en<*y of office such cases 
have occurred; 

(/r) what stejis, if any, the (jovernment have taken in eonnectioo 
with such cases ; and 

(r) what has been the total expenditure of the Government in 
connection with the same? 

Tho Hon*blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER s (t), (it) and 
(Hi) No record is maintained in the department of the number of these 
cases or of the ^mounts involved and as tfhese cases mostly occur in 
village societies they are dealt with by the Directors of the Central 
Bank concerned. To compile a statement of such cases would involve 
an amount of labour incommensurate with the results to be achieved. 

is the bujtiness of the Directoi's of the Society concerned 
or of the Directors of the Central Bank, as the case may be, to deal 
with such cases. 

(t^) Government have incurred no special expenditure in connec- 
tion with these cases. ^ 
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Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Can the Hon’bJe Minister 
inform ^ne as to whether the majority of thes^ defalcation cases have or 
have not occurred during the incumbency of the present Registrar? 

The Hon’MeSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Ai present I 
have no information, but if the member so desires, I will give him the 
information later on. I ask for notice of this. 

Babu JITENDII|ALAL BANNERJEE s As regards the answer to 
clause (v), what does the Hon’ble Minister mean by “ special 
expenditure **? 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; So far as I 

remember there has been no expenclituie beyond the travelling 
expenses of our officers, but barring that there has been no other 
expenditure that I am aware of. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Does tlie Hon’ble Minister 
mean that some expenditure has been incurred by (iovernment? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
answered that, and my answer is tliat except expenditure on travelling 
allow aiices of our ofbcers, no other expenditure so far as we are aw’are, 
was incurred by Government. 


Registrar of Co-operative Societies. 

•7Z Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon ble 

Memlier in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the continuance of the present incumbent 
in the office of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies has caused dis- 
content in the Provincial Executive Service and created a block in 
promotion ? 


(MEMBER in durge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT the 
Hon'Me Mr. A. N. Moberly): Oovenunent are not aware that any 
diacontent has bean caosed. It is not a fact that a block in promotion 
has been created. 



1088.lt QITESTIONS. » 

Mailhri ABDUL KARIM: If there is no discontent, ilthere any rule 
for the transfer of such officers periodically? 

The Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No. 


Agrioultitre training to the teaohers of tolootod high aohoolt. 

*73. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charprc ot the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether, in jnirsuanoe of the recent scheme of the Educ'ation Depart- 
ment to give agriit'ultural trainings to the teachers of selected hiffh 
schools, a teacher has l>een selected foi the purpose of receiving such 
training troni Sultanpore Sriram School in the Birbhum district? 

{}») Will the Hon’hle Minister l)e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement sh(»wing— 

(/) the numl>er of Government aided high schools in the Birbhum 
district : 

Ui) their iesj)ective dates of affiliation; 

{Hi) the numerical strength of each institution; and 

(ir) the amount of grjint received by ea<*h ? 

(c) Is it a fact that many among these institutions are situated 
in rural areas where there are facilities of imparting practical agri- 
cultural training? 

(d) Is there any special reason why preference was giv^n to the 
Sultanpore Sriram Schwd in th(* matter of selecting a teacher for 
receiving agricultural training? 

(MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION the 
Hon’ble Nawab Mtisharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur); (a) Yes. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Schools other than Nos. 6, 7 and 9 are in rural areas. But 
Government have no information if they have adequate land and 
qualified staff and are willing to introduce the scheme sanctioned in 
Government order No. 4839 Edn., dated 19th December, 1927, a copy 
of which is laid on the Library table. 

(d) Yes, as the school had made necessary arrangements for the 
introduction of the scheme and fulfilled the conditions laid down in 
paragraph 4 of the Government order referred to alx)ve. The school 
was specially recommended by the Director of Agriculture and it is 
one of the 15 schools from which .teacbers have been selected this year. 



« QUESTIONS. ' [12th Mtt. 

StaUment referred to in the reply to clause (6) of starred Question 

No. 73. 


Semi 

No. 

^Airies of Oovammept 
Aided high Eni^ieh 
schools in Birbhum. 
district. 

Year or date of 
first recogni- 
tion. 

Nunterical 

strength. 

Amount of grant 
received. 

1 

Kundala High School 

Ist January 

1910. 

133 

Rs. 100 a month. 

2 

Mitrabhum High 

School. 

1st January 

1021. 

147 

Rs. 150 a month (Rs. 70 
for vocational class). 

3 

Labpur High School 

1901 

248 

Rs. 140 a month. 

4 

Natrnkunda High 

School. 

Septen^r 1903 

237 

Rs. 130 a month. 

5 

Nalhati High School 

1st January 

191S. 

.')I9 

Rs. 150 n moiuh plu§ 
Rs. oil additional 
grant 

6 

Rainpurhat I’nion 

' High School. 

1st Januarv’ 

1910. 

' 343 

Rs. 1.50 a month. 

7 

Suri H, M. limtitiition 

■ 

l'<t Januar\- 

1918. 

283 

Rs. 1 7.5 a rnorjtli. 

8 

Sultan pur Srirani High 
School. 

Ist January 

1927. 

149 

Rs. 250 a month 

9 

Jlampurhat High 

Stihool. 

1888 

2tK> 

Rs 150 a month plus 
Rs. 8 per month os 
capitation grant. 

* 10 

Bolpur high schools 
(Old Bandgora High 
.School), 

1805 

384 

R.s. 100 a month. 

11 

Kirnahar High School 

1S97 

237 

Rs. 100 a month plus 
Rs. 25 as additional 
grant for one year. 


Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: As regards tbe statement 
laid by him on the table, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
to what purti(?ular year it refers? 


Tlla Hon'bla Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The year ending Mai-ch, J927. 

BAU JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: As regards the other 
schools mentioned in the statement, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform us as to whether they have been circularised with a 
Tiew to elicit the information referred to? 

The HM'Ua Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I %ant notice of this. 



QUESTIONS, P 

RMoSifltiitiM «f tiM managing oemmittaa of an aUM high Engliah 

•ohooL 

*74. Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Witb reference to the reply 
to the supplementary question b^* Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee to 
starred question No. 7 of the 23rd Auprust, 1927, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chaiye of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
what procedure w’ill l>e folI(iw*ed for the re<*onstitution of the numag- 
inp committee of an aided hifrli Eug'lish school on its dissolution? 

(h) Is the Hon'ble Ministet aware that the local public have little 
information alK)ut the i»nM‘ediire and have to experience difficulties 
in matters of rei'onstitution of manq^npr committees of aided schools? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to stale what steps have been taken to meet the 
difficulties? 

(d) If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether it is the intention of Government to publish 
such jno(*edine lor peneial inlonntition or to include it in the grant- 
in-aid rules? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Kban Bahadur! 

(a) The pF •ocedui'c lo be ffdl(»wed is in terms of the rules of business 
adopted by the retiring; committee with the approval of the District 
Magistrate as recjuired under Kule 11, Section III of grant-in-aid 
rules for schcnds (cojiy placed on the Library table). Ordinarily the 
sccj-etary of the letiring managing committee takes necessary steps 
f(»r the reconstitution of the committee. 

ih) and (r) The teacheis, the parents, the guardians of the pupils, 
and the founders or benefactors of the school are chiefly concerned in 
the matter (Rule 2, Section III of the grant-in-aid rules for schools), 
and they are duly notified for the election of their representatives. 

(d) The rules are at iFiesenf under revision. The revised rules 
will contain clearer instructions. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hoi. hie Minister 
he pleased to state how long these niles have been undei levisioii, and 
when W’e can expect the revised rules to he published? 

The Hon’Me Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Kban Bahadurs 

The rules will be revised as early as possible. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: liml any local body been 
consulted before these rules were framed? 
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Tilt Hon’Me Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice of this question. 

Maitlwi ABDUL KARIM: When the retiring Secretary of a 
managiifg coininittee does not take the necessary steps for the formation 
of the committee, what is the procedure followed? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Such cases have never occurred. 


Managing oommittees of aided high English schools. 

*75. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hou'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the procedure to be followed for the dissolution <»f 

managing committees of aided high English schools after 
their normal life of three years; and 

(ii) who will declare the dissolution of managing committees of 

aided high English schools? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the retiring managing committee will have any Imnd 

in prescribing any lines of j)iO(!edure for the election or 
nomination of members of the committee to be recon- 
stituted; and 

(ii) have the Government considered the jmssibility that the 

retiring managing committee may handicap by icv>lution> 
the reconstitution <»f the committee? 

(c) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state who will nominate 
a meml)er of the next committee? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the proce- 
dure to be followed for the election of a Muhammadan member as 
Muhammadan guardians’ representative? 

(©) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that a teacher of an aided high English school is ineligj||)le 
for election as a guardians' i*epresentative on the managing committee 
of the school even though elected by the public? 

(/) Is it a fact that teachers of two or three sister schools lying 
within a radius of 12 or 15 miles of a locality can be elected or 
nominated as members of the committee of an aided bigh English 
school ? 



QUESTIONS. 




(p) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmiftvie, have the Govern- 
ment considered the possibility of the over-representation of teacher# 
on a committee ? 


The Hon’M# Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIMt Khan tfihadtiri 

(a) (t) The member is referred to the answer to clause (a) of the 
previous question asked by him at this meeting. 

(tV) The managing committee is automatically dissolved on the 
expiry of its term unless the term is extended by the department for 
any special reasons. 

(b) {{) That depends on the rules of business adopted by the com- 
mittee with the approval of the District Magistrate. 

(ii) Government are not aware of any pnuitical difficulty in the 
oiieration of the existing rules. The provision in Rule 3, Section III, 
that the constitution of the committee, and the eleidion of the presi- 
<lent and the secretary shall he subject to the approval of the Distiict 
Magistrate ” seems a sufficient safeguard. 

(r) The tea<‘hers' representative is to he nominated by the staff 
and the repiesentative of the fouiuleis or benefactors of the school 
by the founders’ or InMiefactors’ families (vide Rule 2, Section III 
of the grant-in-aid rules for schools). 

(d) The grant-in-aid rules for schools do not provide for guardians’ 
representative on the committee on communal basis, but the depart- 
ment ordinarily insist on adecjuate Muhammadan re])re8entation on 
committees in scliool^ where there is a fairly large number of Muham- 
madan ])upil.s. 

(c) The rules do not make him ineligible. 

(/) There is no provision in the rules to make such an election or 
nomination void. 

iff) Over-representation of the teachers of a school on its committee 
is not approved. 

The point has not been raised before. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Before I put a supple- 
mentary question, Sir, I want to know one thing. AVhen the answer 
given has no bearing on the question, how am I to cull the Hon’ble 
Minister’s attention to it? Here i.s the answer to (//) which does not 
cover the points raised in the question. 

Mr. RREBIOENT: Your remedy lies in asking another question 
to clear the point. 
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[lamllAS. 

MM JITENDRAL/iL BANNERJEE: Hj qnestion i» will the 
Hon’ble Minieter clear up the answer he hag given to question (p)? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question. If you want to ask 
anything, you must state it definitely and put it in the shape of a 
question, 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government approves of the over-reprseiita- 
tiori of teachers not fora particular school, but as teachers in a body? 

The Hon'bie Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I?o. 

BrSJut NACENDRA NATH SEN: What is the remedy in legard 
to the answer to question {h) {ii) if the District Majjistrate disapproves? 

The Hon*ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A fresh election takes place. 

Mfn S* Ct BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what are the “ special reasons ” referred to by hinj in answer to ques- 
tion (o) (n)? 

Tha Hon*bl6 Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

I want notice of this question. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
which is the department referred to in the answer to question ia) {>i)? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Education Department. 

Mr. 8 . C. B08E; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
wliether the question of the extension of the term of managing com- 
mittees is a matter whi<h coine> l>efore the Minister for Education, or 
Js dealt with by the Inspector of Schools of the district concerned? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It goes to the Inspector of Schools, and not to the Minister. 

MFm i. C. B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the deidsion of the Inspector of Schools of the district is Huai? 

The Hon’Me Nawah MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Not necessarily. 



QUESTIONS. 



Unstarrail Quatliofit 




(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Middle schools and Inspection Circles. 

06. Babu 8A8I 8EKHAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number of middle schools, recognised and uni*ecogni8ed^ 
existing at present in each district separately; and 
(it) the names of circles of each Subdi visional Inspector of Schools- 
with the number of middle schools (recognised and unrecog- 
nised) separately? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadurt 

(t) and (ii) Statements containing the infojiimtion required are placeil 
on the table. 


1. — Statement referred to in 

the reply to chiuse {i) of unstarred 

qveshon .A’o. 66 ^ showing 

the number of m 

iddJe schools f recog^ 

nised and n n recotj n i fed , 

existing in each 

district within the 

jyrifdiction of — 

Number of 

Number of 

District. 

recogrusiMJ 
niHklle Kchoole 

unrecogniaed 
middle schoolH. 

(A)— The Presidency Diviswn. 


Calcutta 

... KJ 

1 

24-Pargana8 

... 87 

3 

Nadia 

. . 54 

3 

Murshidabad 

... 42 

4 

.1 esst>re 

52 


Khulna 

... 68 

1 

(B) — The Burdiran Division. 



Burdwan 

... 99 

10 

Birbhum 

... 48 

6 

Bankura 

55 


Miduapore 

... 89 

3 

Hooghly 

... 44 

6 

Howrah 

... 40 


(C ) — The Dacca Division. 



Dacca 

... 73 

34 

Mymensingh 

. 93 

31 

Faridpur 

... 68 

21 

Bakarganj 

... 67 

27 



iS4 QUISTIQNS. 

[12ih Mas. 

t 

Number of 

Number of 

District. 

recognised unrecognised 

middle schools. middle schools. 

iP)—The Chittagong Division. 

Tippera 

... 75 

60 

*Noakhali 

... 58 

10 

Chittagong 

... 56 

4 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

2 


{E ) — The Rajshahi Division. 

Kajshahi 

... 48 

2 

Dinajpur 

... 42 

4 

J alpaiguri 

... 19 

1 

Rangpur 

... 74 


Bogra 

... m 

6 

Pabna 

... 44 

9 

Malda 

... 30 

2 

Darjeeling 

... 8 


21. — Statement referred to in the 

reply to clause (ii) 

of unstarred 

question So. 66 ^ showing the 

names of circles of 

each Suhdivi^ 

sional Inspector of Schools with the number of 

middle schools 


{recognised and vnrecognised) in — 


{A)-~-'J'he Presidencg Division. 


District. 

NanieH of cin*lo» of each Sulxlivisional 
InufHM'tor of Schooln. 

Number of 
recognised 
middle 
schools. 

Number of 
unrecomised 
middle 
schools. 

'Caloutt'a 

Calcutta 

lb 

1 

^4-Psrganas 

Sadar (24-Parganas) and Barraokporv 
sulxlivisioiiH. r 

3b 

1 


Basirhat (24-Parganaa) and Baraaet 
snbdiviKionH. 

30 

1 


Diamond Harliour sulxli vision (24- 
Parganas). 

21 

1 

Nsdts 

Kriitmagar. Ranaghat and Chuadanga 
s\ibdivisions 

18 

2 


Kushtea and Meherpur subdivisions 

3« 


Murshidfibad 

I.Albagh, Jangipur, Berham^wie and 
Kandi subdivisions. 

42 

4 

•Jessore 

Narail and Magura subdivisions 

22 



Jessore, Sadar, Bongaon cmd Jhenidah 
subdivisions. 

30 


Khulna 

Ba^erhat and North Sadar subdivi- 
dsons, Khulna. 

30 



Satkhira and South*8adar subdivisions, 
KhulfUSt 

38 

1 
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(B) — T he Bu rd wan Dimsion . 


Digtrict. 

Names of circles of each Subdivisional 
Inspector of Schools. 

Number of 
recognised 
middle 
schools. 

Number of 
tii#ecomis»d 
midme 
schools. 

Burdwan 

Sadar 

41 

h 


Katwa 

33 

4 


Kaina 

25 


Birbhum . . i 

So^lar 

24 

3 


Rampurhat 

24 

3 

Midnapore 

Sadar 

20 



.Ihargrain 

8 



Ohatal 

7 



Tninhik 

33 



( 'ontai 

21 

1 “i 

Hooghly 

Smlar 

27 



Scmm[)ort^ 

17 

f> 

Howrah 

Sivlar 

20 



Ulol*eria 

20 


Bankura 

Satlar 

34 



V'ishrni[Mir 

21 



{('')- -1' he Dacca Division, 


Distnct. 

NamcH of <;ircles of oo^'h Subtlivisional 
!nHfK‘<‘tor fjf ScIhmOm. 

■#. 

Numlmr of 
rocogniwd 
tniddlo 
schools. 

Number of 
unrecognised 
middle 
schools. 

Dacca 

Dacca Sa<iar Mulidivision 

28 

6 


Naravanganj sulxiivision . . i 

29 

7 


Munshiganj Hubdivision 

0 

8 


Manikganj sulxlivision . . 

10 

13 

Mymensingh 

Mymensingh Sadar siifidivision 

20 

8 


Tangail subdivision 

24 

7 


.Tamdpur subdivision 

19 

6 


Netrakona subdivision 

9 

10 


Kishoreganj subdivision 

21 

1 

Faridpur 

Goalunda sulidivision 

16 

8 


Madaripur subdivision 

27 

7 

Bakarganj 

Bartsal 8adar subdivision 

31 

13 


Perojpur subdivision 

13 

9 


Patuakhali subdivision 

13 

5 
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(P) — The Chittagong Division. 


Durtiriot- 

Names of circles of each Subdivieional 
Inspector of Schools. 

1 

Number of 
recognised 
m^dle 
schools. 

Number of 
unrecognised 
middle 
schools. 

Tippera 

Comilla 

29 

26 


Brahmanbaria 

18 

16 


Ohandpur 

28 

18 

Noakhali 

Noakhali Sadar 

39 

6 


Feni 

19 

4 

Chittagong 

Chittagong Sadar 

51 

3 


Cox’s Bazar 

6- 1 

I 


(E) — The Rajshahi Division. 


District. 

Names of circles of each SulxJi visional 
IuM|X*ctor of Schools. 

Number of 
rpi’ognised 
middle 
schools. 

Numlier of 
unrecognised 
middle 
schools. 

Rajshahi 

Sadar 

28 

1 


Nacga^ni 

20 

1 

Dinajpur 

Hiwlar 

28 

2 


Thakurgnon 

14 

2 

Jalpaiguri 

Sadar 

19 

1 

Rangpur 

Sadar 

2,3 



Kurigmiii 

13 



Nilplinmaii 

13 



Qaibamibn 

2.5 


Bogrn 

Saila^ 

30 

H 

Pabna 

Sadar 

2 1 

7 


Ser^ganj 

23 

2 

Malda 

Sadar 

30 

2 


Leakage of official reports. 

67. Mr. D. il. COHEN: (a) Has the attention of the Uon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn to the 
frequent leakage of official reports before they are issued to the Press, 
of which the publication by a Calcutta newspaper of the report of the 
Opium Committee ie the latest instance? 











QUESTIONS. 


im: 




(6y Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
steps are contemplated to prevent the pi^ematiire publication of confi- 
dential docunijcnts ? 


(MEMBEH inoharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT tho^lon'blo 
IMr. Ao No Mobarly): (a) l^eakages have, happened ocrasionally, but it 
cannot be said that they are of frequent occurrence. 

(b) All possible precautions are taken to prevent the premature 
publication of confidential documents. 


Mortality in parts of Murshidaliacl and the stagnation of tha waters 
of ttie Chota Bliairab. 

68. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUI. HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charfre of the Department of Local vSelf-Government 
G^ublic Health) he pleased to state: — 

(a) Is it not a fact th^t the villui^es situated on the banks of the 
Chota Bhairah suffer froim malaria and other epidemi<‘ diseases 
throujrhout the year? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the stagnant pool of water of the Chota 
Bhairah is one of the main ca\ises of malaria and other epidemics 
pievailin^ in those parts ‘7)f t lianas Daulatabad and Hariharpara, 
adjoininp the river? 

(c) Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement shonin^ for the years 1924, 1925 and 1926— 

(/) the numlier of deaths from (i) malaria, (ii) kala-azar, (Hi) 
cholera, (iv) small-pox, and 

(2) total number of deaths from all causes, in the district of 
Murshidahad P 

(#f) Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state wbet(ier it is a 
fact that cholera and small-pox are still Jn exisUnce in various parts 
of the Murshidabad district? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Berhainjiore Munhdpality was visited by 
cholera several times during* 1927 P 

(/) Is it a fact that there were cases of cholera within the Berham- 
pore Municipality in the beginning of the year 1928? 

(MINIBTEft in charge of DEPARTMENT of SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) tho Hon’bfo Sir Provath Chundar Mfttori 

fa) Yillages situated on the moribund channel of the Bhairab in Mur- 
shidabad district do sufier severely from malaria and other diseases, at 
the seasons when these epidemics prevail. 
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{b) There are grounds for believing that the lack of a healthy 
£ow of water in the Bhairab is one of the main causes of the unhealthi- 
tiess of the areas bordering on that river. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) Cholera and small-pox are still occurring in various parts of 
the Murshidabad district. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 


Statement referred to in the reply to dame (c) of unstarred question 
No. 68, showing the mortality from certain diseases in the district 
of Murshidabad for the years J924, 1925 and 1926. 


Yeans, 

Malaria. 

'Kala-azar. 

IJ^olera. 

•V 

Small -pox. 

Total 
deaths 
from all 
causes. 

1924 

21,594 

20 


28 

33.906 

1920 

20,425 

2.3 

64r 

365 


1926 

28,228 

;n 


2,720 

■H 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what steps, it any, (lovernment propose to take in 
the matter? 


The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Up till now 
no definite steps have been possible, be(*ause I took charge of niy office 
after the preliminary Budget was trained, but I ])](>jw)se to take steps 
in the matter when I prepare the next budget, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUl HUQ: Will the Hon’bb 
Minister be pleased to stiite y<diether the Irrigation Department has 
made any inquiriev in the matfer of this moiibund channel? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: As I do not 

hold charge of the Irrigation Department, 1 am unable to enlighten 
the hon’ble member. 


Amount spent for the Caloutta and Bongal Polico. 

M Mauivi ABUL KABEM: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department be pleased to lay a statement on the table 
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ahowing for the^aars 1913-14 «nd 1926-27, reapectiwly, the aCmonnt 
spent separately for the Calcutta Police and Bengal Police on account 
of 


(i) recurring* charges, and 
(tt) capital charges? 

(MEMBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT tho Hoii*bl« 
Mr. A. Nn Mobofiy): A HtAtement is laid on the table. 


Statement re/erredf^U^ tn th^ rcp/y to unstarred question No, 69, 



('iilciittu Police. 

Hengal l*olice. 

](^i3 If. 

19ie.27. 

191314. 

1926-27. 

Recurring charges uikJ» r “ ^1^ ! 
Police.” 

'4 

Capital charges iitidcf ”‘41 — 
CivinNorka.” 

dL. 

5,96,085 

1.54,40.') 

.34,58,031 

(«) 

o,4a;i|7o 

R«. 

78,70,715 

9,14,640 

R«. 

1,52,70,037 

2,28,085 


(n) Inrlud^g Rh. .'i,8rt,4f>0 umler “ (i<t — Civil Works — not charged to Revenue.” 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Will the llon’ble Member be plensed to 
stale if the figure Its. 6,43,876 refers to the year 1926-27 only? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It refers to 1926.27. As 
explained at the bottom of the page it includes Rs. 5,85,456 under 
6(1 — CJivil Works — not charged to Revenue This was for Police 
buildings financed by loans. 

iff 4 

Publicity staff tftider the DirectX of Public Health. 

7CL Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
(Public Health) lie pleased to state — 

(f) the strength of the present publicity staff under the Director 
of Public Health ; 

(it) the number of days these officers were on tour during the 
year 1925-26; and 

(Hi) the number of places visited by them during that year? 








32 QUESTIOKS. MiK. 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the great ^demand for such 
health propaganda work in the province? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
are any proposals at present before him for consideration for the 
increase of the publicity staff of the Public Health Department? 

(d) If so, what steps, if aUy, have been taken in the matter? 

The Hon’Mt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (t) One 

Publicity Officer on Rs. 200 — ^20 — 500; one Assistant Publicity Officer 
on Rs. 150 a month; two Publicity Assistants on Rs. 50 each a month; 
four peons, one on Rs. 15 — 1/5 — 19 and three pn Rs. 15 each a month. 

(ii) III 1925 the Publicity Officer todred fof 300 days and in 1926 
for 302 days. 

The Assistant Publicity Officer was recruited in December, 1925. 
He toured for 204 days in 1926. 

{ili) The Publicity ( )ffi<*er visiteil 138 places in 1925 and 330 
.places in 1926. The Assistant ‘Publicity Officer visited 123 places in 
1926. ‘ _ 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) The proposals are under consideration. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZ-UL-HAQUE: When weie these pro- 
posals received by the Department? 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 understand 
these proposals first came liefore the Department in August or Septem- 
ber of last year, and before I took over charge. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any administrative decision has 
been arrived at with referea^^e to them? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: They have 
been administratively approved. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: What is the increase of 
staff expected by this adminstrative approval? 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I can only 
give the hon’ble member some general information. I think the 
increase will be about 5 or 6, but in order to give him more definite 
information, I would like notice. 




r y , ^ .. 

, “' ”' •_* 

rt pr. IdiiMtfa HAllMUOmHf <a) Will % Sonltt# 
in of tKe Department of Education be [deaaed to etate wMltolt 

it ie a lict tbat during the last l.A. and l.Sc. Eaamiiiatioiia 
tbe Board of Secondary Education, Dacca, many boys who got ^^aolmd 
in the test examination or fell short of percentage iipre idlowefl tij 
the college authorities to api)ear at the examination and oollgge and ^ 
examination fees were realised from themP 

(b) Is it a fact that the Board afterwards disallowed some of themf 
(o) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the nninbor 
of such boys Separately — 


(«) Hindus: and 
(n) Muhammadans? 

(d) Is there any lule or principle of the Board for its guidance 

in those matters ? . ^ ^ 

(e) If so, what are they? 

(/) If some of t^ose boys u’ere afterwards allowed on the recom- ** 
mendations of some Ihfluential persons? 

(g) If 80 ,^ why the cause of the poorer boys was neglecited? 

(h) Have the Board or college authority refunded the college and 
examination fees of the disallowed boys? If not, why not? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why did the 
college authorities allow those boys? 

0) Was it for collection of some money for the college fund? 

{k) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
proper steps to prevent the recurrence of such things in an educational 
institntion ? 


Tha Hpii’Ma WmaH MUSNAilRUP MOtAMi, KIhui 

(a), (b) and (c) Ho student who failed to satisfy the* college authoritiee 
by the results of the test examination was sent up. 

Hie cases of those students who fell short of the requisite percen* 
tage ol« attendance wore forwarded for the decision of the Board, 
rhey wore okamined by a committee of the Board and some of tha 
itudenis were permitted to sit for the examination and some waro« 
not. Of those not permitted 2 were Hindus and 6 ICnhaanmadani. . 

Examinatiim Ifoa and college tuition lees wore realised from thim^ 
kIL Pal Ihe eiplfaatMni fees of those who were not fMwmllled 
pnBoaird to alt lo|r the examination were not credited to iKb Pwl/t 
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refunded io the students. Their tiiitinn fees were not rounded 
because a student must pay his fees righ^ up to the end of the sSfaion 
whether he is sent up or not. 

(d) JTes, in the case of shortage of attendance. 

(e) Please refer to the Regulations of the Board, Chfipter III, 
regulations 3 and 4, and Chapter VI, regulation 6 (Calendar of the 
Board). 

(/) No. 

(g) Does not arise. 

(h) Please refer to the answer given under (a), (b) and (c). 

(i) , (;) and (k) Do not arise. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to the answer to question (d), whether 
any'principle is referred to therein, or is there any rule of the Board 
foi*'%eir guidance in these matters? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

It is a rule of the Board. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA^ GUPTA : 1 was asking the Hon’ble 
Minister to let me know if any principle is laid down in these rules? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, "Khan Bahadur: 

The rules speak for themselves. 

Mr. aOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: May I ask if the Honme 

Minister is aware of these rules? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That que^ion does not arise. 

3 P.M. 


GOVERNMENT BU8INE88. 

Bupplementary demand for grant 
24r--Administration of dustioei 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 43,000 be 
granted under the head “24. — ^Administration of Justice’’ to miet the 
probable excess expenditure during the current financial year. 
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- lui?e been eirci|)«ted to the meiabe^ in « laeinotwidwil# 

and t do not tibink that it k necessary for me to say anything motli 

Mr. IK N« ROY I On a point of order.^ir, I gave notice of a motion 
for the refusal of this Rs. 43,000 moved by the Hon^ble Mr. Joberly* 
The Secretary intimated that the mption was disallowed by th^ Presi- 
dent and he wrote to me thus: — 

“ With reference to your motion for the refusal of the supplementary 
demand of Rs^ 4»3,000 under the head “24. — Administration of Justice,” 

I am desired to inform you that it has been disallowed by the Hon^ble 
the President as it offends against section 91 {2) of the Rules and 
Standing Orders. A motion for the refusal of a main grant is not in 
order. Your object will be obtained by voting against the whole 
demand.'* 

I do not (jiiite understand what h meant by the “ main grant,” 
That expi*ession is n<»t found anywhere either in the Act or i« the 
Rules. Section 91 (2) of the Pules and Standing Orders says: ** M<Rlonj 
may be moved at this stage to reduce any grant or to omit or to reduce 
any item in a grant but iH»t to iiicrea.se or niter the destination of a 
grant.” 

Motions may be moved to reduce any grant, but it does not limit 
the amount to which it may be reduced. We may, therefore, reduce 
it to sero and that would amount to ii refusal of the demand, and I 
say it comes witliiii the loile. 

V *' 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Under the section you can reduce the grant, but 
you cannot put a n.otion on the paper to refuse the whole grant. That 
you can do by voting against ihe whole demand. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: If thi^t is your ruling, Sir, then it offends against 
section 72D (2) of the Governmeiit of India Act. Suh-sectioii (2) of 
section 72D says: — 

“ The estimated annual expenditure and revenue of the province 
shall lie laid in Hit form of a statement before the Council in each year, 
and the proposals of the local Government for the appropriation of 
provincial revenpes and other moneys in any year shall he submitted to ^ 
the vote of the Council in the form of demands for grants. The Council 
may assent, or refuse its assent, to a demand, or may reduce the amount 
therein referred to either by a reduction of the whole grant or by the 
omission or' reduction of any of the items of expenditure of which the 
grant is composed.’* " ' 

Mf« PRESIDENT* Nothing prevents you from refusing your asssenl 
to ike grant. 



$1, -SFPPLEKBNTAEY demand fO» OEANT; tiara. iu*i 

Mr* 0« N« ROYt t was contending that we can move a rednc^on of 

whole grant. There is no mention of any “ main grant ” im the 
rules or the main Act, The expression used is whole grant or “ total 
grant/’ and the Government Of India Act has given us the express 
right to^ove a refusal of the whole grant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T rule that you cannot do that. You can only 
reduce the grant. 

Mr. D. N. ROY. Another point of order, Sir. The motion moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Moherly for Rs. 4*1, 000 is not the whole grant but is 
an item in the whole grant under head “24. — Administration of 
Justice.” The whole grant under “24. — Administration of Justice” 
was Rh. 85,02,000, and this Rs. 48,000 is in excess of that. The whole 
grant is therefore Rs. 85,45,000, and this Rs. 48,000 is an item in the 
whole grant, and I come within your mling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You aie again wrong. This amount is demand- 
ed under the head “Administration of Justi(‘e.” I overrule your objec- 
tion. 

Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 48,000 under the head “24. — Administration of Justice ” 
be reduced by Re. 1. 

In rising to place befoT*e the Council the motion that stands in my 
name opposing the demand made by the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly I desire 
to say at the outset that the object of my proposing this token cut is 
to draw the attention of the Council to and discuss the way in which 
the Department is administered in disregard not only of popular opinion 
but also of that of high administrative authorities. 

I take it, Sir, that the grant of Rs. 48,000 is demanded to enable the 
Government to meet the expenses incurred in wiping off as far as practi- 
cable the congestion of cases in the Civil and Sessions Chmrts. The 
question is not one of funds but the question is whether the right and 
proper method has been adopted in removing the said congestion. The 
law’s* delay has no doubt become proverbial from before the days of 
Queen Elizabeth. Human ingenuity has not however failed to tackle 
it more or less and if it cannot be completely avoided, at least something 
could be done to prevent denial of justice by a dispensing belated 
justice. The matter drew the attention of the Government of India 
some time in 1923 and in the beginning of 1924 they appointed the 
Civil Justice Committee to enquire into the causes of delay in the dis- 
posal of civil suits and to suggest remedies for their removal. A detailed 
enquiry was made extending over two years and entailing an expendi- 
ture of Rs, 2,82,807. A very elaborate and comprehensive report re- 
viewing the entire administration of Civil Justice in India was sub- 
mitted and some very valuable and interesting recommendations %ere 







»i»dei: iriiey liav« fiOt» met wiih a very graders at 

the hin^ of the (Jovermnent. This is not, however, very stir|irisil% 
for we have got very hitter experiences of big commissions and com- 
mittees being appointed at enormous costs in order that thei|^ recom- 
mendations may eventually be unceremoniously given the go by to. 
Most of the Civil Justice Committee recommendations are calculated 
not only to reduce the cost of Judicial Administration but also to improve 
its efficiency. The limited time at ray disposal would not enable me to 
draw attention to more than two of them only so far as the Civil Courts 
in the mufassal are concerned — I mean those relating to (/t the appoint- 
ment of a Registrar in the Civil Courts to do administrative work and 
dispose of uucoutested cases especially in heavy districts and ( 2 ) the 
training of Ju<licial Officers. The recommendation of the Committee on 
the first head is of an unex<‘ej)tionable nature and I do not propose to 1*6- 
iterate the reasons advaii<‘e(i by them in support of this suggestion of 


theirs but I shall only rea<l out to you one sentence from their report 
with which the (\miTiiittee wind up their observations on the subject 
and with which 1 venture to say those of us who have got anyth,) ng 
to do with Civil Courts will fully agree. Those words are: — ** There 
will also result in' time a reduction in the case of judges as the Regis- 


trar will do the entire administrative work and the uncontested judicial 
work of all the court'<, leaving the judges no other w'ork, but the trial 


of contested suits. 


Then Sir, the inefiV’ienry of the mufas.sal higher judicial — I mean 
the Distri( t Judges — have not only become a by-word with the people 
of the (’ountry but have also been admitted by the highest administra- 
tive authorities. There is a saying in the legal world that it is more 
necessary that f)eople ‘should be made to feel that justice has Ireen done, 
than that justice should have been done; and in this respect the per- 
sonnel of the Judge eoiinis a good deal. Judges are human beings 
and have human limitations and so are liable to err. AVhat i« 
however indispensable to ensure satisfaction amongst the liti- 
gating public is to equip the judges with all those nualifico- 
tions that would minimise the chances of error and mistake. 
While all other civilised countries and even some other provinces of 
India provide for adequate legal training of judges, our own province 
is the mo.st backward in this re.spect and those of our District Judges 
who are recruited from the Indian Civil Service and who form about 
75 per cent, of the cadre have to undergo nc judicial tanning and 
possess absolutely no knowledge of civil law and procedure before they 
are posted as full-fledged District and Sessions Judges. A raw callow 
youth innocent of all law save and except a few sections of the? Indian 
Ten^ Code and Criminal Procedure Code and Evidence Act deciding 
intricate cases involving questions of Hindu and Muhammadan Personal 
Iaw, cases involving the most difficult questions of trust, equity, tnori- 
^ag«, etc., and of the most complicated l4ind Tiaws of l^ngal and 
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iitting in appeal over the judgments of trained Iaw 3 rer 8 irith consi- 
derable experience on the Bench is not a rare sight in our courts. 

3-15 P.M'. 

€an you, Sir, expect those people to dispose of these cases expedi- 
tiously and deal out speedy justice to the people? The Government 
seem to be of opinion that they would be able to remove congestion by 
app<)inting more and more judges. In combating the evil congestion, 
multiplication of machinery is of very doubtful value if the machinery 
be not up to the mark. Sir, that the inefficiency of judges is fraught 
with political dangers cannot be gainsaid and has in fact been admitted 
in a despatch of the Government of India, dated the 4th July, 1907, 
i’7>/c P. 191, C. J. Committee’s Report. 

In his despatch No. 151 (Public), dated the ‘20th October, 1910, Lord 
Morley spoke vei*y strongly against the present system of re(‘ruiting 
judges without any jiKHcial training and adumbrated a scheme for their 
tiaining. It will be found at p. 192 of the Report. Al)out 20 years 
have rolled by since that date but our rulers out here, especially in our 
Presidency, have proved impervious and in the plentitude of their power 
and wisdom have ignored even I^ord Morley, evidently under the belief 
that members of the ITeaven-born service are omniscient and require 
no training for any sj)here of w'ork and they (‘an easily exchange sword 
and pen at any time. 

Sir, some time ago I gave notice of a resolution re('onnnending that 
no member of the Indian Civil Service should be appointed to the post 
of a District Judge unless he has passed an examination in Law either 
in India or in Great Britain and has served as a Judicial Gfficer in the 
subordinate judiciary for at least five years. Speaking for myself I 
should say that none but members of the Bar having adequate 
experience at the Baf should find a place on the Bench. I may be 
accused of partiality to iny own pnifession but the practice in vogue in 
Other civilised countries is my justification for such an opinion. But 
having regard to the tamper of our Rulers, the least that I could suggest 
for improving and strengthening our jiidit iary was that embodied in 
the above resolution and it i.s a very modest demand compared with the 
scheme of I/ord Morley. I do not believe in study leave at the expense 
of poor India as suggested by Iiord Morley. I was, however, told that 
Hib Excellency has disallowed the resolution on the ground that the 
subject matter of the resolution was no concern of the Provincial 
Government, and I wnk not a little surprised to learn this. I however 
find myself in good company for the Government of India have in their 
despatch appointing the Civil Justice Committee recognised the adminis* 
tration of justice to be a Provincial subject and the Civil Justice Com- 
mittee have also at p. 195, para. 38 of their report said ** it is unneeessaiy 
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for m t#^Lborftte the details of the preliminary traiiimf in origiiial 
Civil work which has now been finally settled by the Government ef 
India with the approval of the Secretary of State as indispensable to 
a Civilian Officer before he is appointed to a District Judgeship. Each 
Province will be in the best position to arrange the details to ^it local 
conditions. In view of these farts and circumstances I do not know 
whether our Government can shift the responsibility on to other 
shoulders. 


Last year when this matter came up for discussion the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Moberly said in reply to Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta that the cadre 
of the Indian Civil Service was below its normal strength and would 
not permit officers to be placed under training. Sir, I cannot conceive 
of a flimsier excuse. If that were so, there was no necessity of appoint- 
ing Civilian officers to disirict judgeship. 7'he Bar could have l)een 
drawn upon. I hope and trust however that the situation has improved 
since then and steps would be taken to jdace the Bengal judiciary on a 
par with that of the other civilized countries. 


I w’ould refer to one other matter before I close. Of late in tlie (‘ourse 
of al>out ten years 4 District Judges have been recruited fonn the Bar, 
Without meaning any disrespect to those gentlemen may I ask on 
what principle they have been appointed? Has not loyal and faithful 
service to (fovernment been made the test of selection and not adequate 
experience at the Bar, especially at the Civil side of tlie Bar? »^ir, in 
the interests of the administration of justice, I should think not only 
that the Bar should l>e the recruiting Ground of our judges in all the 
couHs of the land but also that the sele<tion of judges should be 
entrusted to the High (^our< w’hich is not only the most competent 
authority in this matter but is also presumably alcove all politicitl 
bias, 

I appeal to the Govemment to seriously consider not only all that 
I have said but also all that l/ord Morley and the Civil Justice Com- 
mittee ha>''e said on this subject. 1 need hardly remind you, Sir, that 
there is no more potent factor to consolidate the position of a Govern- 
ment than that which would secure and maintain a full and free flow 
of pure and undeflled justice. 

The motion of Babu Amulya Chandra Datta was put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 43,000 be granted under the head “ 24.-— 
Administration of Justice” to meet the probable excess expenditure 
daring the current financial year was then put and agreed to. 



Tlw Iwliit grant af tte Ctaamniant af Bangal fw ItMA 
DEMANDS FOR CRANTt. 
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5i— Land Revanua- 

MEMBER in oharga af DEPARTMENT af REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (Tha Han'bla Maharaja Kahanniah Chandra Ray Bahadur, 
af Nadia): On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 
I beg- to move that a sum of Bs. 47,43,000 be granted for expenditure . 
under the head “ 6. — Land Revenue ’’ (page 27, Civil Estimate). 

This demand shows an increase of Rs, 8,12,000 over the current 
year’s budget grant. Some detailed reasons have been given at pages 
28-30 of the Financial Statement which has been circulated and which 
I have no doubt all members have carefully read. But as several motions 
for reductions have been tabled it would be useful if I say a few words 
of explanation at the outset. 

Of the total increase, about half is only apparent and is due to a 
change in the method of exhibiting expenditure and recoveries in the 
present budget. It has been the practice hitherto to budget only for 
the net expenditure, f.e., the ultimate burden on the public revenues 
after deducting cash recoveries. From the next year, however, all such 
recoveries would be shown as receipts and the gross expenditure 
necessary would be presented to the Council for its assent. Conse- 
quently, as against exi)enditure under “ 5. — Land Revenue ” three 
items of receipts amounting to Rs. 3,37,000, namely, for Land Acquisi- 
tion establishment (the cost of which is recovered from the Railways and 
other acquiring bodies'), Partition establishment (the cost of which is 
recovered from the parties) and Certificate establishment (a portion of 
the cost of which is recovered from the District Boards) appear at 
page 11 of the Civil Estimates under VA. — Land Revenue — Miscella- 
enous.” The real increase is, therefore Rs. 4,75,000 and this is 
distributed thus: — 


' ' 

Rs. 

Management of Government estates (including 
colonisation) — 

64,000 

Survey and Settlement — 

. 4,40,000 

while there ore decreases under — 


Charges of Adn^inistration — 

12,000 

Land Recordft— 

8,000 

Asaignments and CH)]]ipen8atiou — 

ejooo 
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First » regards iaerease under Man»geintnt of ,Of>Tcvii|iieiit 
estates,” is a pity that it has not been possible to find more money 
for expenditure on improvements and fresh colonisation. The Board 
of Bevenue had drawn up a programme for new colonisation of 
about 6 square miles in the Sundarbans. This required initial oxpendi- 
ture on clearing jungles, building embankments and providing for sweet 
water tanks. A start will be made as soon as our financial conditions 
permit. But for the present we have to wait. 

As for survey and settlement operations, the reduced two-party pro^ 
gramme which was decided on by this Council in 1921, is being main- 
tained and the increase is due partly to the treatment of Chittagong 
Settlement as a major operation, and partly to the fact that in Malda, 
where survey by the method of aerial photography will be adopted, two 
years work will be done in one year; and also to the fact that from the 
next year maintenance work under Section 158A of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act would be included under “ Settlement.” The whole of the cost of 
this maintenance, I may observe, would be paid by the applicant land- 
lords in advance and is included in the miscellaneous receipts over and 
above the three items, rh,. Land Acquisition, Partition and CeHificates, 
to which I have already referred. 

The Council will not, J hope, seriously reopen discussion on the policy 
of cadastral survey and record-of-rights which is now a settled question. 
In fact almost all the districts have been completed and only a few, 
namely, Rangpur, Binajpur, Malda, Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah 
remain. A good portion cif tlie district.*^ of Malda. Hooghly and Burdwan 
has also been done. There was n very full discussion of the policy in 
this Council in 1921 and T also had an op|K>rtunity to explain in my 
speech of 15th March, 1927, how these settlement records and maps are 
of immense value to all concerned far outweighing the comparatively 
small expense at w'hich the work is carried out. 

One member has reopened his last year’s challenge ns to wdiy the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill is being delayed. We received the 
Special Committee’s report scmie time before the last Pujas. An exami- 
nation, section by section, of this report with the views of the Select 
Committee and Sir John Kerr’s Committee which preceded the Govern- 
ment Bill of 1925, has been finished and the main controversial points 
have just been under the consideration of Government as a whole. A» 
announced by me in this Council in February last it is expected that 
a fairly satisfactory Bill will be presented to the Council in the next 
July seesiou. Very important questions of far reaching importance 
affecting directly almost 99 per cent, of the population are involved in 
this Tenancy liegislation and the utmost care and attention even to 
details are necessary at every step. I may assure the Council that the 
inntter is being pushed through with the greatest possible expedition. 

I have nothing further to add at this stage. 
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Milllfi TAMIZUODIN KHANS I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 2,45,000 imder the head ** 5 A — Charges of Administration — ^Land 
Acquisition Establishment ** be reduced by Be. 1 (page 28, Ciidl Esti-^ 
mate). 

t 

Sir, our Budget is a deficit Budget and there seems no dearth of 
lamentation over this fact, particularly over the injustice done to the 
transferred departments. But all these tears seem to be only hypo- 
critical because we find that far from any attempt being made to reduce 
any of the items of expenditure, there is a tendency, the same stereotyped 
tendency, to pamper the reserved departments wherever possible. In 
this case we find that the number of officers which was only five in the 
current year has been increased to eight, that is, by more than 50 per 
cent, in the coming year. I do not know what is the reason for this 
abnormal increase. The clerical staff has also been accordingly 
increased with the corresponding increase in expenditure. My 
submission is that if there were really any anxiety to do justice to the 
transferred departments, that can only be done by reduc ing expenditure 
in other departments, that is, the reserved departments, but we see that 
more and more expenditure is being incurred on the reserved depart- 
ments. I hope the Hon’ble Member will exfilain the reasons why this 
is being done. 


3-30 p.M. 

Secondly, Sir, I find that in this department there are altogethei 7 
officers at present. Of those 7 officers there is only one Muhammadan, 
and it is also found from the Civil List that all those officers draw 
special pay save and except the Muhammadan officer. T do not know 
why Government have not seen their way to appoint more Muham- 
madans us Tiund Accpiisition offi<‘ers and why the special pay granted to 
all other officers has not been granted to the Muhammadan officer. 

As regards the cleric'ul staff, T do not know whether the 
Muhammadans are udecjuately represented there. 

With these remarks I beg to move the motion that stands in my 
name. 

The Hon’bH Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahatfuft af 

Nadias Sir, I find that my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan’s objection 
may be divided into two parts, one is that he wants an explanation as 
to the increase in the cost of establishment and the other is that be wants 
to know why there is not more than one Muhammadan officer employed. 
As regards the first point, I have got to observe that the increase in the 
cost of land acquisition establishment is due to new railway lines being 
constructed for which we must acquire lands. The whole cost is re- 
covered from the railways. 
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As re^ikHs his next point,. I may say that out of 7 Laud Ac<}tLiidtioii 
officers oUe is a Muhammadan, and it is proposed to appoint another 
Muhammadan officer at Noakhali. 

I hope this will meet the member's objections. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 
Rs. 6J8,000 under the head ‘ 5A. — Charge.s of Administration ' be re- 
duced by Rs. 2,00,000 (page 27, Civil EsiimnteV" 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5, 78, ODD under the head oA.— Charges of Administra- 
tion ” be lediued by He. 1 ipuge 27. (h'vil Estimate^ 

My object in moving this motion of redu<*ti«)n is the same as that of 
Maulvi Abul Kasem whose motion conies later on, namely, to mark the 
Council’s strong disapprobation of the intolerable delay in introducing 
the Beng'al Tenamy Amendment Bill. This question was raised last 
year and we liad a promise that the Bill would be intioduced as soon as 
possible; but that promise lias gone the way of other promises and has 
remained unfulfilled. The present is a remarkable instance of the 
melancholy way in whi<'h such things have been managed in recent 
years. It was in July. 1D21, that this Council passed a resolution re- 
commending’ that a committee be appointtol to consider what amend- 
ments were necessary to the Bengal Tenancy Act. That committee was 
appiiinted in August, 1D21 ; it finished its lalniurs with reasonable 
promptitude and its report and the draft Bill juepared by it were received 
by Government in Januaiv, 1923. So far the thing had gone on 
smoothly enough. Once, however, the Bill came into the hands of 
Government, it seemed to stick in the mire and no further progress was 
made during the next two years. At last, the Bill was introduced 
in the Council in December, 1925, but in July, 1926, the 
Hon'ble Member allowed it to be dropped. Since then nearly two years 
have pa.ssed by and yet thi.s all important piece of legislation has not 
been introduced. 

I do not understand why the Hon'ble Member should feel so shy 
about introducing this legislation. Of exjurse, in one sense his position 
IS anomalous. He is a landlord himself and yet he has been entrusted 
with the duty of introducing a Bill which cannot certainly be favourable 
to the landlords. 

Mr. RRCSIDENT: I think, Mr, Bannerjee, you are not right in 
cwting a refiection on the Hon'ble Member like thut. 
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Mni ^ITiNDEALAL AANNEMEEs Sir, I am not eastiiig tlm 

least reflection upon the Hon’ble Member ; that is far from my intention. 
But it is human nature, it is natural that the Hon’ble Member should 
feel himself in a difficult and awkward position. He is not only a land- 
lord himself, but, generally speaking, he sits entrenched behind a mass 
of landlordism. It is not so now, but ordinarily he has a landlord to 
the right of him, a landlord to the left of him, and, with your permission, 
Mr. President, a landlord in front of him. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee, do. you think that the landlords 
are incapable of rising to the height of their duty? You are taking a 
narrow view and I am afraid you are wholly wrong. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Oh no, Sir; I see that the 
President can rise to the height of the occasion, at least in calling me to 
order (Lairghter. — The member referied to the Presidential <laif(). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I am now discussing 
the whole policy of the Government : and my fields is very large. I say, 
that the Hon’ble Member is entrenched behind a mass of landlordism 
and it is imjKissilde for him to introduce a measure which may not be 
favourable to the interests of the landlords. Sir, I am familiar with 
the common platitude that there is no clash of interest between the 
landlords and tenants. But I say that there is clash and conflict of 
infeiests between them. Fifty years ago. one of the remarkable sons 
of Bengal stated that the Bengali tenant had one enemy and that was 
the Bengali landlord. It was Bankim Chandra Chatterji who said this 
fifty years ago, and if you want to (juarrel with that opinion, you must 
quarrel with him and not with me. 

Sir, it seems to me that the Hon’ble Member has not realised or 
realised but insufficiently the gravity of the situation. The Bengali 
peasant, the Bengali cultivator, is meek and long-suffering, and bis 
Unger is slow to he fanned into a flame. But on('e this wrath has been 
kindled into a blase, if Will be a difficult business to deal with it; and 
it is the duty, it is the business, of the Government and of the Hon’ble 
Member who is the agent and representative of the Government to guard 
against this possible conflagration. Whatever value Government may 
attach to the political agitation of the intelligentsia, it would be a trifle, 
a mere bagatelle, as compared with the vast agitation that will spring 
up if you go on deferring justice to the Bengali tenant any longer. 
Once the mass is roused— ;-and they will he roused if you go on like thie-— 
there is no alchemy in the possession of the Government which will be 
able to extinguish this conflagration. The landlord will crumple up 
before it like a thing of rags, and he in his turn will drag down flha 
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Oovenunolft in bis fall ; and the fall of the Oovernment will be Rka that 
of the holiJM^ of which we are told the rain rained, the wind blew and 
the house fell, and g^reat was the fall tht-reof. 

HttilYl ABUL KA8EM: sSir, I gave iiotite of a similar* motion 
which I do not think necessary to move, although I do not agree with 
my friends to my left (Mr. J. L. Bannerjee^ in his statement that this 
Bill has not been introduced because of the influence exercised by 
the landlords on the Hon’ble Member. My idea is that Government 
as a whole, and the Secretariat in particular, are indiffeient to the 
interests of the cultivators and generally of the rural areas. To them 
the cities are the only niatters of con<ern. I, Sir, will only add one 
word in support of the motion : that is. last year 1 moved a similar 
token cut, the House was divided on it and my motion was carried. 
T submit respectfully that the (joverninent’s failure to introduce the 
Bill immediately after that is an insult to the House against which 
J enter my emphatic protest. What is the u.se of our being here if 
the expression of opinion given by the House is treated with contempt 
by the Government benches. We liave no business to he here, and 
I think if that is the attitude of Government, they ought to be honest 
and frank and tell us so, so that we may return to our homes. This 
Bill was prepared, introduced, and I do not know how many committees 
have sat on it, hut this much I know that our distinguished countryman 
Sir Naliniraiijan Chatterji jiresided over a committee appointed by 
Government to consider this Bill. That committee finished its labours 
long time ago, hut we have not been told either in this House, or by 
any communique issued by Government, what are the obstacles that 
stand in the way of this Bill being pushed through. It is no use 
preparing Bills and saying that Government propose to introduce the 
measures in the near future when the Government have no mind to 
do so. I think the history of the Bengal Tenancy Act will he repeated, 
in the case of the Primary Education Bill. I think. Sir, that when 
the House has given an expression of its opinion on this question it 
is the duty of Government to introduce the Bill as soon as possible 
and I hope that as a protest against the insult to the House, members 
will at least on this occasion rise to the height of the occasion and 
support Mr. Jiteiidralal Banner jee and thereby give an expression of 
opinion not only about the Tenancy Bill but also as a pn>test against 
the action of Government in this matter. 

Kim lalHMilir Maillvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Sir, I had sent in a 
•motion to the same effect and my token cut was meant as a censure on 
Government for shelving the Tenancy Bill, but I was told that I was 
too late. We have been informed that matter has been before the 
Council during the past 6 years. As 1 have had the misfortune or 
good fortune of being a member of this House for more than 7 yeats, 
I know that the member^ have made efforts to see the Tenancy Bill 
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placed before the House without delay and I personally made repeated 
endeavours in this direction. About 4 years ago, 1 as a member of 
the liUnd Revenue Standing Committee resigned my membership as 
a protest because the Hon’ble Member did not take any steps in the 
matter land was delaying the introduction of the Tenancy Bill. As 
has been said by my hon’ble friend Mr. Abul Kasem, the entire opinion 
of the House has been flouted by Government. I know Government 
(considers itself to be too strong to bear the weak voice of the dumb 
millions, but, Sir, we, as friends of the Government and as good citi- 
sei^s, consider it to be our duty to speak plainly to them that they 
are here to do justice and nothing but justice. By slielving this 
question for so many years they liave heaped injustice upon the masses. 

Jl-46 p.M. 

The amount of money that the tenants had to pay to the unscru- 
pulous zamindars for mutation and the numerous cases in which they 
have suffered at their hands for these long years need not be mentioned 
in this House. I think, if all these are mentioned, the House will 
sink down in shame. The tenants’ money is hard-earned money. It 
is necessary for Government and for members of the Council and 
‘particularly for the Members of Government to see that justice is done 
to the tenantry and they are not wrongly made to pay what they have 
earned by the sweat of their brow. Sir, a cry has naturally been raised 
against the Government and against the Hon ’hie Member in charge 
of the Bill for not bringing the Tenancy Bill. The Hon’ble Member 
has been pleased to inform the House that this matter would be taken 
up in July next. But, Sir, we have bad tliest^ sort of assurances from 
the Hon’ble Member for some years past and they have ended in assur- 
ances only. Let us hope that we shall not he misled any more in this 
way and that in next July the Tenancy Bill will come up before the 
Council and that justice w’ill he meted out to the landlords and tenants. 
6ir, I need not say anything more hut I hope that the Hon’hle Member, 
who comes from a big house, will rise to the height of the occasion 
and see to it that justice is done to the tenantry, and that, though 
he himself is a landlord, he has the interc'it of the tenantrs' at hearty. 

MPf 8YED MD. ATIQULLAH: Hir, the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill is long overdue. Sir, to my mind there are enough 
loopholes in the Tenancy Act under which any zamindar can oppress 
his tenants. Sir. as this Bill affects the whole tenantry of Bengal 
and as this ^s a highly complicated and controversial matter, I trust 
Government will rise to the height of the occasion and will do justice 
to tenants; otherwise to read the sign of the times, they will all sooner 
or later, become Bolshevists. To my mind it seems that because t^c 
JQon’ble Member in cherge is a landlord and because he is under Ike 
pressui^ of the landords that the Bill is not being introduced, I 
may warn the lamdlords here and outside, that the tenants are a rising 
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{lower, and tHat the time has come when they should meet the tenante 
half way. Otherwise their hands will be forced. 

Srljut NOGENDRA NATH SEN: 1 whole-heartedly support Babu 
Jitendralal Banerjee’s motion. I think the Hon’ble Member y aware 
of the state of the tenantry in Benpil, The uncertainty in regard to 
(KTupancy rifrht'^ added to the cases of idiosyncracies on the part 6f 
numerous Settlement Officers in the various districts has brought about 
the law into greater state of uncertainty. It is high time that the 
Bengal Tenancy Act was recast. The Act was passed in 1885 and 
this is 1928 and Government has certainly no explanation to offer why 
for the last 43 years no attempt was made by them to bring legislation 
on lines more proper to the present time. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Sir, I think niy friends in the (’ouncil have done me an injustice 
when they say that I have somehow or other treated them with con- 
tempt or tried to offer them an insult. Sir, that was far from my 
intention ami far from the intention of Government, and of the Depart- 
ment which I have the honour to represiuit. Ph*evy body in this ITouge 
will realise and admit that a Bill was presented by me in tliis Council 
sometime in 1926. There were so many variations and new itema 
introduced in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill that Government 
decided not to proceed with it during the life-time of that Council. 
Ihen we requisitioned the services of the late Chief Justice of Bengal 
Sir Naliniranjan Chatterji, and three other officers were asked to advisa 
Government and we sat for some days and produced a Bill which T have 
already said is being considered by Government as a whole. vSir, this 
legislation is a matter of momentous importance and affects 99 per cent, 
of the i>opulation ; and any new changes which have to be introduced 
in the tenancy legislation have got to be done with very careful con- 
sideration. Sir, if my hon’ble friend, Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, had waited 
for a couple of months more and conserved his breath and energy until 
the Bill actually came up here, I think it would have been better. As 
I have said that it is my earnest endeavour to bring this legislation 
before the Council in July, I have nothing further to add at this stage. 
I therefore oppose the motion. 

Tlie motion that the demand of Rs. 5,78,000 under the bend ** 5A. — 
Charges of Administration ” be reduced by Re. 1 was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AMMt, Mr. C. A. 

AImum, Maiilvi KMirtiddifi. 

AMMd, KiMfi lalNitfur Maaivi EmatfMldin. 
AO^imali, Mr. Syttf m. 
ftMi, BaA« mmm OAMirm. 


Aabu PrMi^tlui Natli. 
AaiitrjM, Mr. A. 0. 

BaiMMriM, Mibii W ii MrtfM . 
■artMi, Mr. J. Y. 

Aaau, MMi Miliar. 
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mmnwmtk mm SHmim oiwiitfriu 
9$mknmm9, ••fc# 4 *tliHfr* Hatfc. 
mrnmrm iHiut iijay KmMir. 
eHiiNllliiri, fiaf HwMMrsnstft. 
eimmiuiy, mtuM Mmiu llawta, 
OlMiidliu^, Maulvi KlMrtlitd Alam. 

DM auirttf Dr. J. M. 
mi$M, lataf Akhif OhaiNlr*. 

Outtf B«bu Ural Kumar. 

Daugulyt Baku KBaftfitfra Nath. 

Bhaaa. Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Bhoth Maulih, Babu tatyandra Chandra. 
Oafraii, Mauivi Abdul, 
aupta, Mr. Jacaah Chandra. 

Hlmataingka, Babu brabhu Dayal. 

Naqua, Kail Imdadul. 

Hun, Khan Bahadur Mauiai Bhramul. 
Huaainf Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad Maqbul. 
Umaii Mr. F. B.. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

KUn Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Uhib Mauivi Muaziam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 
lAla, Babu Urada Kripa. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. J. 0. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4. A. 


Maiti, BUsi MaUniu nub. 

Mufcarjaa, trjjift TafUmatB. 

NaMiar, Babu Mam CBaadra. 
Naiiintiddlfi, Mr. Khumja. 

Fhalaa, Mr. Travar I. 

Rahim, Sir Abdmr*. 

.Rahman, Mauivi A^tiiur. 

Rahman, Mauivi thamaurs 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abduis 
Raikat, Mr. Fratanna Dab, 

Rauf, Mauivi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Babinda, 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud lankar. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra, 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

•anyal, Babu Uahindra Narayan. 
Urfcar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Uttar, Khan Uhib Abdua. 

Uttar, Mr. Abdaal Razak Hajaa Abdtal. 
Un, Mr. Utiah Chandra. 

Un, trijut Nacandra Nath. 

Un Bupta, Mr. J. M. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 

Ulaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

ThaiUMn, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawarth. Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 
Uiyld Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dhanbari. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4. 

Day, Mr. 8. 8. 

Drummand, Mr. 4. B. 

Dull, Mr. B. t. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 8. M. 

Bhaaa. Mr. M. C. 

Naaain, tha Han*bla Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huwain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Lindvay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Natuira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, tha Han'bit Mr. A. 

MaClutkit, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han’bla Sir Fravaah Chundar, 
Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Nalaan, Mr. w. H. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Fralad Singh. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Uhib Rabati Mahan. 

Shah, Mr. Qhalam Haaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Nhrayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Tata, Majar-Banaral Badfray. 


The Ayes beinfi: 76 and the Noes 29, the motion wan carried. 


[At 4 p.M, the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 4-10 P.M.] 

The following? motion was not put as it was covered by the foPe* 
going decision of the Council : — 

Mr. tYED MD. ATlQULtAHs That the demand of Bs. 5,78,|IM 
under the head *5A. — ^Land Bevenue — Charges of Administralioa* 
reduced' by Be. 1 (page 27, €ml Estimate).*’ 
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flawing motions were called but not^ moved;—* 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ‘ That the demand of 
Bs. 5,78,000 under the head ‘5A. — Land Revenue — Charges of 
Administration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 27, Civil Estimate).*’ 

Mauiwi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 2,44,000 
under the head ‘5B. — Management of Government Estates — Outlay on 
Improvements’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 82, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,99,000 
under the head *5B. — Management of Government Estates — Colonisa- 
tion *)f Sundarbuns’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 32, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: “ That the demand of Rs. 25,98,000 
under the head ‘5C. — Survey and Settlement’ l)e refused (page 33, 
Civil Estimate)." 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naahipur: 1 

rise to move a token cut of Re. 1 from the demand of Rs. 25, 98, (KM) 
under the head “ 5(\ — Survey and Settlement (Ijand Revenue) ” (page 
33, Civil Jlstimate). I do not wish to go into details, but 

shall be very brief for the reason that the Hon’ble Meml)er 
in charge of the Department is one of the biggest landlords 

f)f this province and therefore must know better, moreover be 
has gieat experi^uice in settlement work and of the condition of 
the tenants. Sir, 1 rise only to draw the attention of 
the Hnn’ble Meiujier to one y»oint, viz., that the settlement operations 
in the districts of Murshidabad and Birbhum should be jHistponed for 
this year, if not then only for nine months, that is, till the time of the 
next new crop. There is no denying that the people arc passing through 
a time of acute distress. Though the Government have not declared 
famine for some reasons or other, they have started famine relief w'ork 
in those districts. If the settlement operation be continued, 
the raiyats will have to appear before settlement camps at 

different places at the (*081 of their living — at the cost of their daily 

wages and bread. They will also have to file objections with court 
fees and engage legal practitioners to put up their cases. All this 
means money; this will add considerably to their burden of woes; for 
these reasons I appeal to the Hon’ble Member to see that the settlement 
ojjerations, esiwially in the districts of Murshidabad and Birbhum, 
are postponed till better times come. 

As regards the second }>oiiit, as I have already stated on more than 
one oceasion, I desire to draw the special attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to the fact that the cost of the settlement operations be not 

4 
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realised for tha pi«wmt. I undei^tand Gtjvemment have alraa% exer- 
ciahd raation in the matter of realising the cost of settlement operations 
and hare ordered that thev aHll not use any force for payment, still, 
as the rules stand, after the publication is made, only two months' 
time ia allowed to deal with these cases, so it will be necessary far 
the tenants to take the copies of the khatians by paying the cost for 
same. Under these circumstances I appeal to* the Hon’ble Member 
to postpone the realisation of the cost of settlement operations. It may 
be supposed that I am speaking because of my own personal interests; 
here I must state that I have paid all the costs of settlement operations 
for the lands. With these remarks I beg to move my motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ; 1 rise to support the 
motion of my friend, the Raja Bahadur. I had sent in a similar 
motion for a similar purpose. As the Hou’ble Member knows, Murshi- 
dabad is in the grip of a famine. I had sent in several interpellations 
and resolutions in this connection and Government know the 
extent of the miseries of the people. Sir, the settlement operations 
in Murshidabad are very nearly coming to a close, and demands have 
been made for the realisation of the cost. The inhabitants of some 
places have already sent in their petitions for being exempted from 
payment this year, and the reasons are as they have stated and as 
everyone knows tliat there was no chaitali or uman crop in most parts 
cd the subdivisions of the district. I understand, that high officials of 
(Government have been told that in the sadar subdivision they had 
some crop, I can assure the House and particularly our Comnnssioner 
here that the report is altogether wrong. Even the sadar sulnlivisioii is 
very badly hit and to minimise the situation and in order that they 
may not have to run almut for test work, relief work and things like 
that, the situation is minimised and I may say that the report regarding 
the estimate of erop is not correct. Tlie sadar subdivision is very 
badly hit and there are persons everywhere who are running for loans. 
So, Sir, it seems to me very necessary that at least for this year the 
Hon’hle Member will please consider the case of the districts struck by 
famine, and see that the cost of ,settlement operations is not realised. I 
upproached the Settlement (Ifficer, and he told me that I should bring 
to his notice the deserving cases and he would remit realizations this 
year. But I am afraid 99 <*a8es out of 100 cannot hut he very deseiving 
cases. So, in the circumstances, a general order from Government will 
be very helpful to the |)eople, and I feel certain that the Hon'hle 
Member wmII kindly see that such an order is passed. 

Brljut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
lof the Rajs Bahadur of Nashipur. My object in doing so is to draw 
the attention of Government to the unsympathetic and unreasonable 
•nature in which the officers of the Settlement Department realise their 
4iues from both landlords and tenants. In cases where there are joini 
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lan^ll^hLip the coat of settlemeiit opm^tiona is realised not rateably 
from the different seta of landlords « hot if one of them happens Mo he 
solvent, the entire amount is realised from him» That is a procedure 
which is hardly worthy of a civilised Government as the British Govern- 
ment boasts to be. 

Then there is the question of the apportionment of cost. It is 
stated that persons who hold raiyatwari riprhts have to pay certain per- 
centages and the landlords certain j)ercentage8. But although every- 
one has got to pay, everyone is not given the khttiaua or the inaf^s. 
In municipal areas the cost is realised hut they are not given the 
fchatians or maps at all. That is a thing to which 1 respectfully wish to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of this Depart- 
ment. Then in cases where there are famines and scarcity, the rule 
fihould he applied with less rigour and witli sympathy and that is also 
p matter to whch I would like to draw the attention of the Hon*ble 
Member. 

The Hofi'ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahailurt 
of Nadia: Sir, the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur has mised the question 
of the recoveiy of cost of «ettlem«qit operations in the Murshidabad 
district. So far as Murshidabad is concerned, the settlement operations 
are practically over there. The afl:e<*ted villages on account of scarcity 
in Murshidabad are in the Sagardighi thana and its neighbourhood. 
These places have been marked out by the Settlement Officer and the 
Cell lector and the recovery Mill not he started in these villages at present. 
The affected areas in Birhhum aje in the Rniiipurhat subdivision. The 
recovery work was finishe<I some time ago and the tenants have paid 
percent, of the demand. A reference has been made by the mover 
to Birbhum where the area is not affected by the recent failure of crop. 
As I have said, in Murshidabad no question of postponeirienf arises, 
f^overnment have already ordered that no cr^ercive measures should be 
resorted to in the affected areas, and only such costs as are voluntarily 
paid M’ill he realised. That u'ould meet the points raised by Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul IIm( and the Raja Jhihadur of Nashipur. 

As regards the point rai'ied by Mr. Sen, regarding the realisation of 
settlement dues, M’hieh he has described as of an unsympathetic and un- 
reusonal)le nature, Government are proceeding according to the rules 
laid down for such reeoveiT. This procedure has been Morking very 
satisfactorily in almost all the other places. I do not see why he feeh 
a grievance although he does not quote any instance as to what his 
actual grievances are. In the absence of this I do not think we can 
take this point into consideration. 

The motion of Raja Bhnpendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Naahi* 
pur was then put and lost. 
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SilNi NALINlEANilAN 8ARKER: In the absence of Mr. Eiran 

Sanicar Hoy, may I have your permisiiion to move the motion standing 
in bis numeP 

Mr.>RE8IDENT: Yes, you can move it. 

Bablf NALINIRANdAN BARKER: I beg to move that the demand 

of IIh. 47,4Ji,000 under the head “5. — Land Kevenue (Reserved)’’ be 
reduced by Rs. 2,50,f)0() (page 27, Civil Estimate). 

My object is to urge for a policy of retrenchment in all departments 
s(i that their combined effect may find an amount sufficient for starting 
schemes of popular amelioration for the promotion of which object we 
have been sent to this Counc il. With that end in view I put the share 
of the Revenue Department at Rs. 2,50,000. The general facts regard- 
ing the financial position, our demands for retrenc-hment and the callous- 
ness with whic'h Government have persisted in increasing expenditure 
are well known and it would be as wearisome for me to recount them as 
for my hon’ble friend opposite to listen. In his speech introducing the 
Budget tlie ITon^ble the Financ*e Member c'onfessecl that it was a very 
unsatisfactory budget and emphasised that no one could hold the mem- 
lK»rs of Government responsible for thi.s position. He, therefore, shifted 
all blame to the financial settlement. It has become the fashion, Sir, 
to hold out the financial settlement as a facile pretext for delaying 
pjogress and putting aside all considerations of economy. I concede 
that our larger schemes of education and popular uplift cannot be 
acvomplished liefore the revision of the financial settlement, but that 
cannot be any excuse for going on inc*reasing the administrative ex- 
penditure, by economising which, much at least could be done. 

The departments have persisted in their increase of expenditure 
the Land Revenue Department alone scoring a record of about 80 per 
cent, to its credit. Though there has not been any appreciable increase 
in the I'evenue. The expenditure thereof having swollen from about 
Rs. 28 lakhs in 1923-24 to Rs. 50 lakhs for the budget year. 

Let me proc eed to consider if there ai'e any difficulties for the De- 
partment in effecting this cut. 

Viewed impartially, Sir, the cut which I have proposed offers no 
practical difficulty. On the last occasion when I moved an identical 
motion, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur appeared to be sympathetic 
but pleaded his inability to accept the proposal as his hands were tied 
by a previously arranged programme. He said that if the cut was 
effec'ted he c*ould not C4irry out his programme. He insisted the whole 
grant was absolutely indisjiensible. But from the revised ^timate of 
the current year it is found that his estimate exceeded actual require- 
ments by Rs. 2 lakhs. This is not an isolated instance. This sort of 
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over4nidgi|itiiig has been a featui^ of the past few years. An examina- 
tion of the budget estimates and actuals since the year 1923-24 will 
show that there has always been an average over-budgeting of about 
llsf 3 lakhs every year in this Department alone. In March, 1925, the 
motion of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri for a reduction un^er this 
head by Rs. 2,50,000 was passed by the Council but was certified, by the 
Governor as an item without which he could not discharge his respon- 
sibilities ; though at the end of the year a sum of Rs. 4 lakhs was found 
to be superfluous. 

It is clear from this that the steady margin which is always present 
between budget and actual expenditure will knock the lK)ttom out of 
the Hon^ble Member’s contention, that if this cut W made be would 
not be able to carry on. I would also like to ask the Hon’ble MemWr 
what attempts he has made, in the face of his last year’s contentions by 
way of effecting economy, lie bad all sympathy for tlve object of iny 
motion, but he could not then help the position. But how' has he 
improved the position to-day? Instead of any attempt at retrenchment, 
Uie budget estimate provides for an excess expenditure of about Rs. 5 85 
lakhs over the revised estimate of the current year. This is, as will be 
readily seen, exclusive of the apparent increase of Rs. 4 *37 lakhs due 
to the new method of account keeping. 

It is unnecessary for me to press the point that there is no practical 
difficulty in effecting this retrenchment if only the Hon’ble Member 
wants to do it and it is equally evident that he will not of his own accord 
make any attempt in this direction. I, therefore, urge upon this House 
the absolute necessity of insisting on the lump cut under this head. It 
is not for us to go into the details of the administration and suggest 
the exact methods of effecting it. But we can, if we would, compel 
them to cut their or rather our coat according to the cloth. 

The Hon’ble the Maharaja referred to the pruning shears of 
Mr. Sachse as one of the ordeals that his share of the budget bad to go 
through. One w’oubl have expected such an operation to have reduced 
its size and increased its beauty. But instead of that it has only thrown 
out new and ugly offshoots. It is for the Oouncil, I must repent, to 
insist on a greater sense of proportion in the region of public finance. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I rise to speak a few' words to draw 
tbe attention of the Hon’ble Meml>er to the grievances of the public 
with regard to the Land Revenue Administration. It is a pity that 
Bengal still has got no complete Code of I^and Revenue for itself. 
With regard to the demand of the State upon the assets of samindars of 
permanenily or non-permanently settled estates in several districts 
things are in a chaotic condition. 

Last year attention of (Government was drawn by the members of 
this House to the excessive demand of land revenue made dlring the 
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r«Ti«ibn of Iwid revenue of the tempMrawl.f settled estates in the Khulna 
llistrict. In one case, it was brought the notice of the Hon’ble 
Member in ‘charge of Jiand Bevenue that the State denial has been 
raised f^m Rs. 1,400 to Rs. 35,000; in certain other cases the rata of 
rent of ordinary cultivating raiyats has been raised from seven annas 
to seventeen annas per bigha. While the case of private zamindars is 
controlled by the Bengal Tenancy Act it appears strange how the Board 
of Revenue or the Hon’ble Member in charge of Land Revenue could 
consent to the enhanced rate of rent from seven annas to seventeen 
annus and of land revenue from Rs. 1,400 to Rs. 35,000. It is high 
time that a Toinplete set of Land Revenue Codes he enacted and passed 
hy the Co,itncil. At present people do not know for certain what they 
would have to par for their occupation of any land. In some cases in 
the assessment of land revenue (he(‘atise fheje are no hard and fast 
rules) couHs have granted an enhancement of 70 or 75 per cent, of the 
assets in spite of the protests of tenure-holders of non-permanently 
settled estates. 

Some time ago a resolution was passed by this Council that provi- 
sion shoul<l he made in the Land Reveime Law enabling defaulters or 
patai tenui’e-holders to save their estates from sale hy depositing money 
before sale, or even after sale allowing tloMii to de])osit the money. 
Government have taken absolutely no steps to protect the defaulters 
from that catastrophe. If he is in arrears he is not given any chance 
of depositing the money; he lies at the sweet will of the Collector; the 
Collector may receive the money or he may refuse and if the Collector 
refuses to rec’eive the money he has no other remedy than to go to a 
Civil Court. It is unthinkable why the tenants should he treated 
differently from the private zamindars who can save their estates by 
paying the money before sale or after sale. Absolutely no reason has 
been assigned by Government for their refusal t4) give effect to a resolu- 
tion passed by this Council. Government do not seem to care a fig for 
this Council. When a person is in arrears the landlord must wait for 
at least a year; he nrust bring a suit, get a decree and have it executed 
and that be must go tbvougb a thousand and one round about processes 
before realizing his arrears. I think some simpler method should be 
devised. 


' I protest against the revenue and executive functions being vested 
in the same officer. I know of a Deputy Collector, who is in charge of 
the Court of Wards, exercising extra judicial powers to enforce the reali- 
lation of bis dues. This is a matter which should be put down with a 
8tit)ug band and I draw the attention, pei-sonal attention, of the Hou*ble 
Member in charge of Land Revenue to it. The same officer who is 
vested with powers under the Court of Wards Act ought to be the last 
person to take steps to realize bis own dues under the Cerfiffcate Act. 
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As I'ogf^^ the resolution |>A8a#d by this Council I want that both in 
the interest of the State aud^of the aamindars some principle of law# 
should be enunciated. From the last few years, since the institutioa of 
survey and settlement opeiations, we find that the King-Emperor is 
shown as the proprietor of the estates. Previomdy this was unknown 
and I want to know under what principle of law the King-Emperor is 
shown as the proprietor of all permanently se{tl^ estates. This point 
was raised last year hut no answer was given. This year also I ask how 
eau it he said that the King-Emperor is the proprietor of the^ estates 
and not the zamindars with whom the estates are p»*rmanently settled. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: I find that Mr. Nuliniranjan Surker has come with his 
hardy annual of pruning the budget this year also. There was an 
identical motion for a cut of Rs. 50,00(1 lust year. I repent the argu- 
ment which I put forward last year and T want to emphasise that there 
is no increase in the proposed charges of administration of land revenue, 
land rcf'ords and assignment and compensation. On the other hand, 
there are decreases in the budget and from a comparison of the figures 
for 1927-28, 1928-29 we find that the charge of adininistration in the 
current year i> 250*9, next year it will be 241. In land records it is 
02 *5 and it will he 54 6 and in assignment and compensation it is 12t> 
and it will be 120. 

The increases are under Government estates, colonisation in the 
Sundarbans and survey and settlement. I have already explained why 
the survey and settlement cost will he inereased on ueeount of aerial 
survey in Malda in the < oining year. The settlement in the Malda dis- 
trict will he done in one year instead of two years. The increase is 
almost entirely due to improvements in Goveriunent estates and coloni- 
sation areas. The expenditure that has been incurred will be fully 
recouped by increased receipts. In 1925-20, the receipts were Its. 3 
Crores, in 1920-27, the receipts were Its. 3 crores 11 lakhs, and in 
1927-28, Its. 3 crores 12 lakhs and in 1928-29, Rs, 3 crores 20 lakhs. 
From this we can see that there is a gradual tendency for receipts to 
increase. 

As regards the cjuestion of rates we are all very anxious to do our 
work at as low* a cost as possible but that is not always practicable. I 
have carefully gone into the items since I received notices of these, 
motions for reduction. Both Mr. Nelson and I have worked out the ^ 
cost and we find that this is a demand which we consider to be the 
roek-bottoiii demand, we can make for the Lund Revenue administralfon 
in Bengal, and I therefore appeal to my friend not to press this motion^ 

Regarding the points raised by Mr. Sen which I haTe heard with 
great interest, I do not know of any case where a Deputj’ Collector is 
both in charge of the Coprt of Wards as well as Certificate work. 
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Hoirierer, I will enquire into tke matter and see what ean be done. I 
have also noted the other points raised in this disi'ussion. 

The motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker was then put and lost. 

Theciollowing motion was called but not moved: — 

fabu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: That the demand of 

H«. 47,4-3,(M)0 under the head ‘ 5 — Land Revenue (Resented) ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (page 27, Civil Estimate).” 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the fore- 
going decision of the Council: — 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: ” That the demand of R*'. 47,43,000 under 
tlie head ‘ o — I^and Revenue (Reserved) ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 27, 
Civil Estimate). [As a protest against not introducing Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill.] ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I give an opportunity to the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur to reply I should like to 
know if any member is desirous of speaking on the main demand, 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: The European group supports the main 
vote of Land Revenue but they cannot disguise the fact that the adminis- 
tration of liund Revenue in Bengal is in the main the administration of 
the Bengal Tenancy A<‘t. A Bill to amend tlie Tenancy Act was intro- 
duced into this House after Sir John Kerr’s Committee had drafted it 
and a few modifications had been made. That Bill was referred to a 
select committee, but since then we have heard nothing of it. AVe 
guess — it is only a guess — that (Government di<l not like the Bill as 
amended, as emasculated by the select committee, but the committee was 
after all a committee and nothing more. This House is the responsible 
body. This House has never had l>efore it a measure affecting so largo 
a proportion of the population of Bengiil, so large a fraction of its 
administration as the pr<»posed amendment to the Tenancy Act. If 
Government did not like the Bill as amended by the select committee, 
why have they sat on it? AVhy did they not trust this House? If it 
believes that the original Bill as drafted by them was the right Bill, 
why does it not come forward with the Bill in spite of the recommenda- 
tions of the select committee and say to us ” This is the Bill we think 
we ought to have; we think the select committee was wrong ”, Why 
does Government not come forward and present the Bill again before u» 
instead of sitting on it and doing nothing? 

446 p.li. 

The Hon’bit Mahtrbia KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Baba^, 
9f Nadia: Sir, I protest against the allegation made by Mr. Thompson 
that Government is sitting over the matter and doing nothing. They 
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are very Itgicious to push through the Bill and I hare already gireti 
an undertilhiug that this will be taken in hand in July next. If Hr/ 
Thompson had cared to keep informations, he would have seen that the 
Select Committee presented its report to Government in Jul^ 1926. 
Government considered the report on all its bearings and then appointed 
another special committee consisting of an c.r*Chief Justice of Bengal 
and three officials, wlm were asked to advise Government how far they 
could accept the changes made by the Select Committee, without sacri- 
ficing the essential principles which have ahvays underlain the Tenancy 
law in this province. This committee held 13 meetings and its report 
i.w being considered by Government. Government, as I have already 
said, are considering the important issues raised by that committee** 
report and the Bill is expected to be presented to the Council in July 
next. I hope Mr. Thompson realises that it is not possible to present 
a Bill of this magnitude during the Budget session. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 47,4-3,000 amended in Council,, 
he granted for expenditure umler the head “ 5 — liKiid Revenue ” was 
then put and agreed to. 


e^ExciM. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (EXCISE) 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Musbarruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur): On the 

re(‘ominendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 22,40,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the head “ 6. — 
Excise ” (page 42, Civil Estimate). 

In doing so I would place before the House the present policy of 
the Government in regard to the excise administration of the province. 
The iwlicy of Government as regards excise has been restated compara- 
tively recently in a resolution which was published on 27th November, 
1926. It is, briefly to impose a high taxation on intoxicating articlee 
so as to make them as dear as possible to the consumer ami thereby keep 
consumption to a minimum. Restriction of consumption is the key to 
the Government policy and measures which are devised merely to 
increase revenue are not countenanced. The effectiveness of the mea- 
sures taken to carry out this policy is proved by a steady diminution 
of consumption of the principal excisable articles. Thus the consump- 
tion of country spirit in Bengal which was 766,572 galiost in 192o- 
and 632,361 in 1925-26; in 1926-27 it fell to 627,962 : 73,626 seers of 
ganja were consumed in 1920-21 and 71,473 in 1925-26, bnt only;,,67,67t^ 
in 1926-27 : 42,634 seers of opium were issued in 1920-21, and 39,945 
seers in 1925-26 but the consumption fell again to 39,792 in 1926-27. 

Total prohibition, however, is still not the goal of Government^ 
policy. The arguments for and against this were discussed in thia 
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It is also the policy to extend popular control. The Calcutta Licens- 
ing Pofcd has been working for some years and on the whole with 
^aucc^s. 

The system has 1)een extended to the 24-Parganas, Dacca, Chitta- 
gong and Ilangpur and has worked in these four districts with consi- 
derable sucress. 

Ah regards opium/ihe chief feature is that the Opium Committee 
4jppointed at the instance of the Government of India as a result of the 
Geneva Convention to enquire into the consumption of raw opium in 
•certain areas, viz., the city and neighbourhood of Calcutta and the 
industrial centres of Serainpore and Harrackpore, have sinc e submitted 
their report to (jovernnient and that report i.s now under the con8idera> 
tion of Government. 

Blbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, 1 move that the demand 
of Rs. 72,00(1 under the head “ f>A. — Superintendence ” be refused 
<page 40, Civil Estimate). 

In dealing with this motion, may 1 have your permission to deal 
with the main demand)^ You were pleased to grant me this permission 
last year. 

Mfu PRESIDENT: I am afraid you will have to confine younself to 
the motion, but you may make such general j'eniarks as may not be 
altogether objectionable or irrelevent. • * , “ ^ 

Btbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I am aware of that, Sir. 
That is why I ask for your permission to deal with the main demand. 
My remarks will be relevent in this sense 

Mr. PRESIDENTl Leave that to me. 

BMni AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA* This is a question which ia 
beipg discussed from year to year, but without any effect, and, therefore, 

I shall not waste the time of this House by making any speech. All 
that I propose to do is to put certain questions, and I hope Government 
will reply to them honestly. My questions are these: — 

(1) Will Government pronounce its verdict as to whether it is the 
legitimate duty and function of a civilised Government to carry on a 
trade in liquor and intoxicating drugs through its own (ifiieers and 
agents f 
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(2) Do6f the Government dispute that. the inevit&£le effedf 
trade is ruin to the ignorant masses— ruin finaneiaU^, mm phy»ioilly» 
ruin intellectually, ruin morally and ruin s|liritually ? 

(8) Does the Government admit that total prohibition shouldibe its 
goal, and is the Government prepared to commit itself once and for all 
to the policy of total prohibition and lav down a programme to gta- 
dually, honestly and vigorously reach that goal? * 

(4) Has the Government undertaken the cultivation of gauja in the 
district of Rajshahi for the amelioration of the condition of the ignorant 
masses? 

(o) Has the Government redeemed the promise made last year on 
the floor of this Hoirse that legislation would be introduced to penalise 
opium-smoking, except by registered smokei-s? 

i(\) What steps, if any, have been taken to make good the promise 
made last year that in selected areas the sale of opium shotild be con- 
ducted under arrangements which would permit of a record being 
maintained and the nature of the demand, that is, whether for naedicina 
purposes or not? 

(7) Will the Government be pleased to enlighten the House as to 
the disclosuivs made by the said experiment? 

(8) Will the Government he pleased to explain by facts and figures 
to what extent, if any, the consumption of li<]Uor and intoxicating drugs 
has been reduced by the operation of the policy enunciated in Govern- 
ment resolutions of August, 1921, and November, 1926? 

( 9 ) Has the Goveinnient considered and come to any decision as to 
the constructive sdggestiou made by Mr. K. Ray Chaudhuri at the 
luvst budget session to entrust the sale of liquor and drugs to a public 
board of trustees in consonance with the policy laid down by the League 
of Nations Opium Committee at Geneva? 

(10) Has the Government considered and come to any decision regard- 
ing the suggestion made more than once by Mr. F. E. James to call a 
round-table conference of officials and representatives of the various 
parties in this House to discuss the whole question of excise policy and 
excise administration? 

(11) Has the Government taken any action to give effect to the 
suggestion made last year by Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin to intimate to the 
Government of India that Bengal dfies npt want to make revenue out 
of this immoral traffic and ask them to adopt some other means to make 
up the loss? 

(12) Has the Government considered the passionate appeal made last 
year by Dr.,#R6y to face the pn)blem at once as it must face it some 
day? 
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(13) the Govemment bestowed one moment’s consideration upon 
the suK^stion which I had the temerity to make last year that the 
membeTa of Government and other high officials should forego a part 
of then* princely salary rather than meet the' same out of the revenue 
made by such an immoral traffic? 

Mft 8a 8UHIIAWARDY: Sir, I beg to oppose the motion that 
is before us and I may say at once, so that it may not be necessary fo 
participate in the debate on similar questions, that I shall oppose all 
such motions which might tend to paralyse the administration. I am 
not in sympathy with those who might wish to use the voting on the 
Excise Department as a feeler against the ministry. These two questions 
must be kept absolutely apart and the question raised with regard to 
the administration must be decided on its merits: for whoever is the 
Minister the work of the department will have to be carried on unless 
it is abolished altogether or a new principle accepted when the depart- 
ment map need recasting. Xow, the effect of this vide is that you may 
keep the department, you may spend money on the Excise llureau, the 
Presidency Establishment, the District Executive h\tablishment, etc, 
but not on the administrative establishment, that is to say, you may 
spend money, but without guidance, without orders and without check. 
The position is absurd. If you want to abolish the Excise Department, 
you have Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad’s imdion. No. ‘J4. 

5 P.M. 

If you want to criticise the policy, as Hab^ Akhil Ehandra Datta’s 
questions would seem to imply, you have the tnover’s own motion 
for a token cut. Now we are in a bad' financially. We 

have to control expenditure and increase #nrrefqnue. We cannot afforltl 
on abstract (questions of policy or for personal reasons to jeopardise the 
finance. We have a strenuous fight before us with the Govemment of 
India — our most impla(‘able enemy — and we must not do anything 
which may tend to show that we do not appreciate our financial diffi- 
cultiesi or I'eulise our financial responsibilities. It must be our endea- 
vour to see that not pice of our revenue is jeopanlised, and for this 
year at any rate the amendments will have to be examined from this 
view-point — and it applies with far greater force to the revenue-yielding 
Transferred Departments than to the Reserved Department, for in 
the former case the money which may be cut cannot be put back. 
We can afford to be irresponsible when responsibility is not 
put upon our shoulders ; but we cannot play in a similar 
manner with the Transferred Departments. The Excise Depart- 
ment is the department which actually carries on the administration. 
It may be founded on thp pleasures and the evil habite of the poor ; 
prohibition may be a very proper policy for us to introduce — though 
the example of America muke.s us doubt the wisdom of the policy — but 
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in simple language — we cannot a^fford to be high mighty, * ^ 

moral an^! sententious. The administration has got to ho carried on. 
We haire # shoCMer our i-esponsibilities ; we have to show that we have 
done our |^8t. There is no coui'se left open to us bat to supi^rt the 
Excise A^li^tstration. The amc^ndment looks innoomit enough. It 
looks like a reduction of Rs, 72,000 out of a demand oi Rs. 22.00,000 
but it is tantamount to a refusal of the administiative machinery. Its 
effect ^ passed will be to paralyse the Excise administration and hence 
f am empbatically opposed to it. 

Mr. F. E- JAMES: Sir, I should like to longrut^ate 
Mr. Suhrawardy on his unusual keeness for protecting the administration 
of the Excise Department from any serious cut. T can well imagine 
that he may dtsire to he the Mijiister in charge of Excise one <»f ihese 
days. 

There are one or two remarks I should like to make in connection 
with this demand. The first is that I was disappointed in not hearing 
from the Hon’ble Minister as to whether he proposes at an early date to 
divulge his policy in regard to the report of the Opium Committee. We 
should like to have his assurance that Government will at an early date 
take this House into its confidence ns to its poli<*y on this very important 
and far-i'eaching report. 

The other remark I should like to niak^ is in reference to the con- 
stitution of the Licensing Hoard. I understand that there has been a 
representation lately from an important cominercinl organisation for 
i^epresentation on the Licensing Hoard <»f the interests which are engaged 
in the liquor trade it^lf. I have felt for a long time that the Licensing 
Board as it exists^ 4t present is constituted on an entirely wrong basis. 
Any body which lias the tadhp^of considering the <|uestion of the distri- 
bution of licenses for the sale of liquor and drugs and dealing with 
applications for now licenses in respect of those two commodities should 
he purely a body of a judic ial character. The body which at present 
exists cannot be said to be of a judicial character and I am not in the 
least surprised that the liquor trade is now trying to secure representa- 
tion for its own interest on that body. I do not blame the Trade Board, 
though personally speaking I do not think they should get it. 

My point, therefore, is that the whole character and constitution of 
the Tiicensing Authority should he changed and that in place of the 
present Board representing various interests including c*ertain interests 
on either side there should he some judicial body set up which would 
decide these questions of applic^ations for new licenses and repre- 
sentations from localities for the diminution of licenses in those locali- 
ties. I hope the Hon ’hie Minister who has declared on more than one 
occasion his interest in this matter will consider this suggestion very 
carefully. 
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If i«i»y W allowed I would add one further w6r<U^ Beferehce haa 
already be^ made to the suggestion put forward in ^is House last 
year hi regard ^tp fhe summoning of a small fH)nferg||JI offeiple from 
variouweptions^ this House to with them the e^ise policy 

of thf 0averi|ttent That" sugg4^^ belie^^e^^as^'llidfe 'two 
years ago. m Last year the Minister who was then in 

charge’^ said Hhat he wou^l consider the matter and endeavour 
to arrange such \ conference" during the months succeeding .fe 
Budget discussion. Owing to the f«t?f 1 suppose that that Ministry was 
short-lived that suggestion was never curried out. I still venture to 
suggest that any Minister dealing^with this important 4i^aitment should 
into Ihe future and should endeavour to anticipa^-e in the most 
. reasonable Inanner the demands of those who are at present working 
not only for the re-organization of the system of granting licenses but 
for a new orientation of policy in regard to the excise policy generally. 
I believe that if the Hon’ble Minister w'ere to summon a conference of 
the type I have suggested so that all sections of the House might be 
represented and> all opinions in regard to this difficult and complicated 
question of distribution of liquor are fully considered, I am sure it 
would not »nly strengthen the hands of the Minister but also disprove 
the suggestion that Govern iiient is not syn. pathetic in tH^s matter. 
Therefore tlie best thing would be to have their views in<*orporated in 
a revised policy and many of their grievances taken awfty. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mn P, Na GUHA: “ That tlic demand of Ks. 72,(M)0 under the head 
^6A. — Excise-*8uperifttenden(‘e ' be reduced hy Rs. HtO (page 4^, Civil 
^Estipiate). [Tb draw attention to the exerci«^^ 'of ^Kipervising powers by 
the f^ollector of Excise, Calcutta.] ” 

TAMiZUDOIN KHAN; ^‘That the demand of Rs. 72,000 
under the head ‘ OA. — vSuperintendeiice — Administrative Establishment * 
be reduced by Re. 1 (page 48, Civil Estimate).” 

TIiq Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur; Sir, 

my bon’ble friend, Mr. Akbil (Mmndra Datta, has moved bis motion. 
Anybody who will look into page 48 of the Civil Budget Estimate th.\t 
has been presented here will find at a glnnoe fhut it involves the salaries 
of the Commissioner of Excise and other gazetted officers as well as those 
of the Inspectors and Rub-Inspectors, clerks, servants, temporary estab- 
lishment and all the other incidental expenses. Out of Rs. 1,20,000 of 
which Rs. 72,000 is voted and the rest — Rs. 48,000 — Is non-voted. It 
means thajt if this motion is passed the administrative establishment will 
have to be discontinued except the Commissioner of Excise and all the 
rest* will have to go. I do not believe that as long as other sources of 
Htvenue could not be forthcoming this House will think of ftMidhing 



this Depal&n^nt % passing this motion. If yon are awa^ntfiat just 
few heads 4l iwenue havelbeen set apart for the Oovernmllit of Bengal"' 
and one|4|( iHl^^is Excise. If you say that ^his otight to go it must 
be repllfc€d by sSIhe other source of revenue. “So, I |i^id appial to my 
frien^s^^e rpht to thjjnk s^r^sly whe|her at thi^lUncii^ they are 
prepaitclf to give up the entir^t^enue of exciiSe simply biieause they do- 
not like this or that offioei^ tb the admijiistrative head^of thb^'IDepart-^ 
ment. My hon’ble friend, Mr, Datta, h4s put certj|m questions. Sir, 
H is jfet possible for me to aivfww evar>ihing in detail Bbt what 1 
gather tins: that he wants (‘ertain information from us as to whether 
by the policy thgt the Government has adopted for the adminTstratio» 
of the Excise Department there has been a decrease in the 
of the excisable ajticles. I have already told my friends in the beginnings 
of my address that there has Wen a very great fall in the consumption 
of excisable articles and I may tell my friends from the figures I quoted. 
In the year 1920-21, 76(5,572 gallons of country liquor were consumed 
and in the year 1926-27 it fell to 627.962. From this my friend will 
see that about 150 thousand gallons of country spirit has been less con- 
‘'inned. From another figure that T quoted in the begini4||g my hon’ble 
friend , must have seen that even in ganja in 1920-21, 71,476 seers of 
giinja wdye consqmed and in the year 1926-27, 42,664 seers have Wen 
consumed. From tluN it can he Kt‘en that about 2Jh(HH) seers of ganja 
has Wen less t!pii#«o>ed. 

Sir, is this not a sufficient testimony for the gcmd working ^of the* 
Department. 


Then my friend referred to some other (luestion. I|e was thinking 
of having a public Trustees to curtnil^the |^e of eX(*i^abW 

articles in Bengal. T think it is a new thing and to try it us an eflfperi* 
ment now would notnW possible. 


5-15 r.M. 

As regards total prohibition, I, a Miihunnmidan, have always said 
that the total prohibition is the only aim that any Government should 
have, but, you know, here the country is not composed of only the 
Muhammadan element. My friend, Sir Abd-ur-Bahim, last year, I 
might mention, said that the total prohibition ought to be the aim and 
policy of the Excise Depaftgieiit. I caqnot say that he was wrong from 
the religious point of view; rather. I think, he was absolutely right. 
India is not composed of only the Muhammadan element, India has got 
other elements — the Hindu and the European elements as wejh So, 
when one thuiks^df prohibition, he must think of other elements. There 
are the aborigines, the Sonthals, the Bbeels, etc., and thejp will have 
their drink. If ypu enforce the theor>^ of total prohibition, they will 
resent. I had to deal with the Sonthals, and this I know that they tniwi 
have their drink, and I do not believe that anyr person will dare to bSfr 
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;tii«m that |hey ought aot to drink. Then come my Euro|pean friends and 
they can verjr well plead their own case. These are th#two important 
elements, really spsiakiug, who want drink, aftd if I that the drink 
ought to^ be denied to them, probably they will say, you cannot impoM 
your 'i^ll %n us^ ^ So, you igust deyis| some intermediate in this 
matter. It' i| not possible to make everybody sober by legislation. 
Although frobf the religious point of .view e^l^ise shops ought not to be 
opened anywhere, I would tell you «nd your friends ^at as 

Bengal j,s not composed of one seMion o| people, as we have got Id thidk 
of other sections, we cann|l''^ impose ow will on them. I tfa^^k that 
answeiiroiie of the tjuestions which my friend the mover has raised. 

My ^rielnd, Mr. J allies, has rather raised two points. One point is 
^in (!ohtiection with the Opium (voininittee’s Report. I confess that 1 
have not gone through it, it has just come to us as a confidential docu- * 
inent and has not been published 3'et. But I can assure my friend, 
Mr. James, that tbip opium question is one of the (|uestions which is 
really agitating ev^Vylmdyle mind. Nobody wants that a drug should 
be taken in any (juantity by anybody without any restriction whatsoever, 
and I can aijilire my friend that we will try our best to acc ept the recom- 
mendations of tlie Ooinmittee although I do not know what iheir pro- 
^sals are. 

Next comes the ^oalion of the constitution of the Licensing Board. 

I may tell fny friend, Mr. James, that so far as the constitution of the 
Board ia^Muicerned, it is composed of men of judicial temper 
and charac^tm*. • So far as (hilcutta is concerned, the Board is (‘ompostd 
of memliers most of whom are of judicial teiuiier and character with 
Sir l)eva Prasad Saubadhikari as (^hainmin. Tbeh* there are^three offi- 
cers, some of whom come from the judicial and some from the executive 
branches. Then comes the Corporation element. ** The Corporation, as 
you all kimw, is composed of honourable people and it woud be rather 
wrong 911 lOy part if I say that their selection is bad. Then comes the 
l^aliour, 4U|i being the largest (*onsumervS it has got its own representa- 
tives too. The Muhammadan (Community and the Calcutta Trades 
AssociatMt# also send their representatives. You will, therefore, see 
that my friend's contention that the Calcutta Licensing Board ought to 
be recon«titute<l does not seem to be absolutely right because the con- 
stitution, as it stands at presenj^ is compos^^of honourable people, and 
it would be most impertinent on my part if T say that they are working 
dishonourably. Jhe^ as regards the Trades Association representation, 
of course T am hht sure what would happen. So, I cannot tell the House 
what the decisitm will be on their representation. TKese^are the only 
points that have l^n raised froiii all sides, and I think the reply I have 
given, meets all the points, I hope my friends will look to the gravity 
of the question and see that such an important part of the revenue is not 
lost on account of jealousy or shortsightedness. 
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The Ayee beinjr 35 and the Noes 69; Ue motion was lost. 

AtffMinmMirt. « 

The Cooiicil was then adionrned till 2-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 13th 
Varch, 1928, at the To,m Hall, Calcutta. 
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The bouncil met in the Ck)uncil Chamber in the To\«ii Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 13th March, 1928, at 2-30 p,m. 


PraMiit 


The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath RAt^ CHAUDHuBf,* 
of Santosti^ in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of the Exeuntm 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 114 nominated and elected 
members. 


DiMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


6.— Exolio. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tho HofPblo Rija MANMATHA NATH RAY 
OHAUOHURI, of Santosh)! I may inform the members that only 45 
minutes are left for the disposal of this subject. 

Kliait Sahib ABDUS SATTAR; There are two other motions in 
my name, items 22 and 23. If you pennit, I would like to move all 
three together and say a few remarks on them all, and save the necessity 
of referring to them hgreafter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* You had better take them separately. 

KIM Sahib ABDUS SATTAR; 1 beg to move that the demand 
of 'Rs, 6,000 under the head “ 6C-Presidencv Establishment — Allow- 
an(*es, honoraria, etc, — Fees to Pleaders be refused. 

With rtgard this motidti, it is not my intention to embarrass 
the Excise Departm^i^^r put difficulties in the way of its administra- 
tion. We all know that as long as Government will exist, the Excise 
Department will exist, as we haT© to depend upon it for certain of 
our expenses. Therefore, it is useless to think that there should be 
either total abolition or such abolition as would almost amount to 
prohibition of takfng Illegal and other things, though ^here are pioUs 
wishes and kind alisurances from Minister after Minister tha| the poHcy 
of Government is ^ne of reduciit|t the Mfihumpiton of exciseable 
articlee, but we know’" that year aft^r'^year the expenditure always 
^Pleases, and we have a right to see to the internal workings of the 
Department and to see that justice is done to those working in it. With 
"Iraieifd id *this item, I find a very eurious thing. Under the head of 
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Inspectkp' and PreventionT-Calcntta ^(Jollector’a Offica,*’* I find 
PlMKler^ fiea ” have been put down in obe co]^n at Rs. *6,000. 
There iH> such amount in 1926-07; in ld!%7-28 in the beginning 
there wa^ no need, but in the revised eetjfenate for 1927-2% pnrrtsion 
was made under this head. Theh again there are other items, BsM,000, 
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. '*8,000. All these items I cannot understands' I was 
thinking that the Department might do with one item. Two items 
in different placelt are not very clear. The reason is not^quite clear 
why there should he provision for fees to Government pl^adeif and 
Government prosecutor^j^ each different department. I think, one o|. 
these two items, Rs. 6,000, sbould'be omitt^. If there is, any expla- ' 
nation forthcoming I shall not press my motion. 

MINISTER In charge of DEPARTMENT of LAND REVENUE 
(EXCISE) (ttio Hon’blo Nawab Mtiehamif Hoealn, Khan taliadur)! If 

my friend will look at page 46 of the budget estimate he will find that 
fees to pleaders come under two heads, one under Allowances and 
honoraria and the other under “ Supplies and services.” Thes^e are 
the two items. One is the pleaders’ fees as they are called, and the 
other is the amoiuit that they probably get monthly as retaining fees. 
One allowance means the fee that is paid for the daily appearance of 
the pleader in some cases and the other means the amount that is 
paid monthly as a salary. These are the two different items. And 
this is the reason why we find in one pla<‘e Rs. 6,(100 and in another 
Rs. 1,000. From this explanation I think my friend ought to be con- 
vinced that the two amounts ought to appear in different pl^es. In 
1927-28 under the head “Supplies and services” the jH-ovision for 
(fees to pleaders was at Jirst put down at Rs. 8,000, but in the revised 
e^stimate it was reduced to Rs. 2,000, and this year we have provided 
for only Rs. 1,000. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Abdiis Snftar was then put and lost. 

MmiIvI ASIMUDDIN AHMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 2,11,000 under the head “ 6C.— Presidency Establishment ” he 
refused. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of whioh Is as 
follows : — 

“ The Excise Department is responsible, on the one hwid, for 
aggravating the ggverty of the people and, on the other, weakening 
(heir moral character. This department teaches men to be drunkards 
and leads th%m astri^ \ibat is it bjit injustice and oppression to 
encourage ond indulge evil deeds and evil-<k>ers by 'permitting excise 
shops to display' lignboari^ over them on public streets ? ^ . „ 

The only fbason for the"exi^»c« ttiie department is that Got- 
emment derivh a vlarge ' rey^bue from it. Buf It should not be 
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polk^ of aay just GoTenumj&t to make luoney by uaftking men ineii 
guviHi, sinful, poor a^llunk. Govermnent waste crores of money 
and a refusal of this njCfUBna^ sum for the Excise Department will no 
^ mattir anything them? # 

Yol*' may very well refuse this demanll' for once and see whethe: 
Government are paralysed and whether any good does not accrue ti 
the country. Almerica has abolished the Excise Depj^ment by legis 
lation, why^hould not Bsatgal do the samef 

I i«qud4 tji^ memSfers of the House to i^use this demand foi 
• «perimenft.j|Ut«,iotf of regard for ^ighteousnWs.” 

The motion was then put and Jost. 

Mfi P, Ni^GOHA: ^be attention of Government was drawn to th« 
sul^vet matter of my moti^ ytjsterday by Mr. .Tames; so I do no) 
move thobjnotion which stands in my name. 

The following motions were called but not moved : 

¥ 

^ P. N. GUHA; “ That the demand of Its. 2,11,(K)0 under the head 
* 6C.— Excise— Presidency Establishment ' be reduced by Rs. 100 tc 
draw attention to the conduct of the Licensing Board for the city ot 
Cabutta and e.r-officio Secretary, the Collector of Excise.*' 

Maulvi A^MUODIN AHAMAD. “ That the demand of Rs. 7, 98, (HK) 
under the head ^ OD. — District Executive Establishment ' be refused. 

Khail Sghib ABDU8 SATTAR* I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 29,000 under the head “ 6E.— Distilleries—Rewards ” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (page 48, Civil Estimate). 

My intention i% moving this motion is to draw the attention of 
Government to the condition of the officers serving in this department 
kpown as petty officers. These (j^fficers get a very small pay probably 
beginning from Rs. 20 rising to Rs. 25, they hardly reach Rs. 30. 
Their work is the same as that of the Excise Sub-Inspectors and 
Inspectors; they have got to work very hard; their work practically 
Voitesponds to that, of the Police Sub-Inspector, s, whose pay and pros- 
pects are much bettif^: case of the peons o^ the Exoiee Depart- 

ment is also very regretta'^ite ; their pay is onjy Rs. 14 to Rs^, though 
their ^oik is e^Li^al to that of the constables in the Police. The name 
of officers "*««b^uld changed to S.I.E. If I get an assur- 

ance from the" Hon'ble' MittwW Aat the ease of these poor people 
will be oonsideied, f .vHljl «ot press of the motions standing in 

liaJhB Uhier tiiiis 

m H«n*Mt'j|^;auSfl1llMVP HOtAIN,^lMii Batadur: 

Hy mend has drsm the aften^bif^^J^O^ certain points 

IregiMing thelii^^ petty officers and tb#*^3^nd prospects of the peons. 
In^the course of his he ha* referrwPto certain, matters relating 
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to these officers, but no petitions from these officers are before the 
Govemmeoit. If petitions coipe, they wil! f|| du|T considered. 
is all that I have to. say as far as these peop# Are concerned. 

The motion of .Khan Sahib ^bdus Satlbr was then, by teave^if the* 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called out but not moved : — 

Khan Sdl1I^A||DU8 SATTAR: “Thu<>.th<> demand ot Be.,21,000 
under the head * dE^-Distilleries — Rewardji^ to private nepsohs ’ be 
reduced by Koi 1. 

Mauivi aIiMUDDIN AHAMAD: Thai the demand of 
Rs. 22,40,000 under the major ' head ‘ 6 — Excise * be reduced by 
Rs. 20,40,000.” V . 

Sabu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: “That t)^ dsfaand of 

Bs. 22,40,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise ’ be reduced, by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

2-46 p.M. . ’ * 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: I he^ to move th.it the 
demand of Rs. 22,40,000 under the head ” 6. — Excise ” be reduced hy 
Rs. 40,000. 

As will appear it is not a token cut that \s proposed Ip this motion, 
but a cut for the puqKJse of introducing economy in the department. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge will kindly see that in spite of the fact 
that this year we are working under a deficit budget, there has been 
certain increase of expenditure in the Excise budget. To quote some 
instances, I will show him that on page 43 of the budget estimate, 
“ Travelling allowance ” last year was Rs. 5,500 in the revised e.Htimat6, 
but in the budget estimate of 1928-29 there is a provision of Rs. 7,000. 
Similarly the Hon’ble Minister will see that und^i* ** Establishment ” 
he proposes to have an additional expenditure of Rs. 1,300. Under 
the head “ Travelling allowance ” at page 44 he wants an inerted 
expenditure of Rs. 1,000. He wants three additional clerks iu the 
Calcutta Collector’s OfiSce as will appear from the civil estimate, and. 
by this hi wants ai additional expenditure of 1.000.^ Then I find 
that there is another hciding ” Rewards to private persons. ** The 
proTision here has been put down at Rs. 26,000; similar! y'^un^r the 
heed ** Superintendence ” provision has beep, ifillde a^t Rsf* 1.38 ,000, 
whereas the figure was Rs. 1,38,000. in the l^vise^ estffiiate of 192t-28. 
Under the heatf “ Inspectors ffa%-fnS^!o«i 
of Rs. 10,000 has beeh mfOl thls^ear. " Tiking all these ifiio 
ation it willbe'tinite possible for iE# to makl a total 

reduction of Elf 40,000 draV attention 

to the fact that in the rci y ij,^eide there has ale^hlen ^inmsfased 
expenditure, l^find therepSas beep an ineii^fe of^fM*. 12,000 ^nder 
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th« ** Contract contingencies ^ithout any explanation as to 
why this has happened, ||though we haye a deficit budget. ‘‘ Contract 
contingencies^ is ^ne di' the itenoi^ I find in the budget whiclh is some- 
timaiigesponsible for many q| the sins of omission and commission. Sir, 
^ ^ move the reduction, especially, when we are working with a 

deficit budget. 


The Han^li fiaMrab MU8HARRUF HOSAINp KMq Bahadur: I 

find that my friend has got hold of several figure# from which he has 
tried to prove that this Department is rather more extopavagant in its 
expenditure tham it ought to be, but T can assure him'*tliat the budget 
has been prepared with a strict eye on economy. As rlgards “ Contract 
contingencies and other expenses, they are only spent where neces- 
sary. As regards the cuts he suggests, if his prophecy is fulfilled, 
there will be much saving. This is a deficit budget, and the problem 
IS to inclir the expenditure which the department thinks necessaif for 
carrying out its administration. My friend believes there may be 
savings; if there are, they will come back next year to the general 
fuhd ; I see no justification for my friend believing that the Depart- 
ment with their knowledge and experience of the work required, is 
extravagant in its expenditure. If my friend will look at page 48 of 
the budget estimates, he wilt find that there are two items one “ Con- 
tract contingencies,” and the other “ Travelling allowances;” one has 
been reduced and the other has been increased. 

I think that, in the general way that my friend has suggested, this 
Department is not so very exhorbitant in their demand for expenditure. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


Afuil, Mauiwi Sytd Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Mauliri AtimudcHfi. 
■agahi, Bahu Romas Chandra, 
■afcth, Maulvi Kadar, 
lanarjaa, Dr. Rramathanath. 
Banarlaa, Babu hromatha Nath. 
BAMidrJtt, Mahtt ditandralal. 
Biswas, Babu turandrg 
Baaa, tabu Btjoy Krishna. 

Baas, Mr. Bubhaa Chandra. 


Chahravarti, Babu Jasindra Chandra 
Oiahrahumy, Maba daUndra Nath. 
Ohattariaa, prijut Ilijay Kumar. 
Ofumihuri, Nai Harandrmnath. 
Ohandhury, Maulvf Kharshad Alam. 
Oat Dupta, Or. d. M. , 

Mta, M 

Wiitti Mbtt Barai Kumar. 
••NfwIy.j^Babu KhaaaiHhra. Math. 
8haaa» ilbii Amarand^M^. 

Dafran, Maolvi Abdal. 

Oupta, Mr. dagaah ohandra. 

N^iia. .Kiui BahMdr Mautvi AMaul 

HlmawriiKha. Bab^^Rrahhu Baimi. 


ayes. 


Hoqus, Kaii Emdadul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Byad 
Maqbul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abut. 

Kban, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Ula, Babu Uroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, trijut TarjUinath. 

Nasksr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamsur-. 

Ray, Babu Radha Dabinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Or. BMhan Chandra. 

Rff, Mr. D. N. 


^Mpili^ ’ ■•hadur tatyandm 

farhar, Babu NaNniranJan. 

•an, Mr. tatiab Chandra. 

•Ml. BHiut Naiandra %atli. 

Stn Snpfi; Mr. d. M. 

Maulvi 
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Noia. 


MMt, Mr. i. 0. 

AalMU'JSfa IMiMlitiri, MaliarBja ihaalii 
tCaata, af ttiiktasMlM, Mynwnfiiiili. 
AluuMtfi MMilfi lUtiryMin. 

AtHutllaH, Mr. tyM m, „ 

OMtallt, Mr. A. ^ 

cmaiMllniri, tiM Haii'blf Nawab babadur 
iaiyid Naiaab Ali, Kban babadur, af 
Obaabari. 

Cbaudbary, Mauivi balaai Mawla. 

Caban, Mr. O. J. ' 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Dnminiand, Mr.^..a. 

Outt, Mr. 0. t. « 

Paraqui, Kban Bahadur K. 0. M. 
bbata, Mr. M. C. ^ 

0batb Maulifc, babu tafyandra Chandra. 
Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Natain, tba Han'bM Nawab Mutharruf, 
Kban babadur. 

Huq, Kban babadur Mauivi Ckramul. 
Muaaain, Mauivi LaUfat. 
daanat, Mr. P. E. 

Kban, Mr. baxaur Cabman. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Maoartnsy. Mr. 4. 0. 

Maabaan, Mr. 4. A. 

Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Marr, tba Han’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluafcia, Mr. E. T. 


Mittar, Mm ManMia ilr Praaaab bbiiwiir, 
MabarlK Hab%aa Mr. A. N. 

Margan, Mr. 0. 

Nandy, Mabaraj Kumar iris 0ba«|rb. 
Matsan, Mr. w. H. 

PbaliM, Mr. Travar 4, A 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. b. 
babman, Mr. A. P. 
babman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur^ 
baibat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 
bauf, Mauivi iyad Abiur. 
bay, babu Nagandra Narayan. 
bay, tba Haa*bla Maharaja babadur 
Ksbaunisb Chandra, af Nadia, 
bay Cbaudburi, Mf. K. C. 
bsid, Mr. b. N. 
bay, Mr. biJay Prasad tingb. 

Saabsa, Mr. P. A. 

tanyal, babu taahindra Narayan. 

•arbar, bai tabib babati Mahan, 
tattar, Kban Sabib Abdus. 
tbab, Mr. 0balam Hasaaln. 
tinba, baja babadur bbubsndra Narayan, 
af Nasbipur. 

Sbinnar, Mr. i. A. 
tubrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

Tats, Majar>0snsral 0sdfrsy. 

Tbampsan, Mr. W. H. 

Travsrs, Mr. W. L. 

Wsrdswartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 54, the motion was lost. 

S P.M, 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That the demand of Rs. 22,40,000 

under the head ‘ (>. — Excise ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.^^ 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In the absence of Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, in whose name this motion stands, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 22,40,000 under the bead 6. — Excise ” be reduceil 
by Re. 1 (page 42, Civil Estimate). 

My object in moving this motion is to diaw attention to the enormoug 
powers now conferred upon the Collector of a district in the matter of 
granting licenses for excise shops and the grc^ss , abuses which have 
crept into the system accordingly. 

At present, under section 04 of the Excise Act, the Collector is 
practically vested with unlimited authority so far-as «tW-gn|nting of 
licenses is concerned. No doubt the Commissioner has nominal poweri^ 
of supervisioii to a certain extent ; but these of superrision are 

seldom exercised, with the result that the Collector rerfiains the supreiae 
and paramount authority and a great deal of abuse bfis crept into the 
system. ^ 
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I abaU illustrate my p6int by one example, from the neighbouriog 
district of 24-Parganas and within a small area — ^the mill areas — of 
the Barrackpore subdmsion, Eleven excise shops — country liquor, 
country spirit, foreign liquor, ganja and sidhi shops— have been granted 
to the ^members of one particular family, and that family resides in 
Calcutta at a place called Mondol Street. One family in its various 
ramifications having 11 shops in one district! I would like to know 
from the Hon'We Minister how such things are possible; and if such 
thinn are possible, how is the Department to cifeck smuggling and 
allied abuses. It appears that many of these license^, i^re granted — I 
shall name namw — by one gentleman, Mr. Wilson, ^irbo was then 
Superintendent of Excise in that district, the same Mr. Wilson who 
is now Collector of Excise in Calcutta. And what is happening in 
Calcutta again under this same Mr. Wilson ? So far as the license 
of liquor shops is concerned, three of them have been granted to women. 
The idea is revolting to me and I hope it is equally revolting to the 
Hon’ble Minister himself ; and again I should like to know from him 
how such things are possible, and wIjo are the real people working 
behind it ? My own idea is that these evils have become possible only 
because you invest the Superintendents or Collectors, as the case may 
be, with such enormous authority without any adequate supervision, 
and the remedy would he for the Hon’ble Minister to appoint in each 
district a non-official committee which would he associated with the 
Superintendent and the Collector in the matter of granting liquor 
licenses. 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend Mr. litendralal Bannerjee has pointedly referred me to the 
conduct of certain officers of the Department of Excise and said that 
so far as the granting of license is concerned, it ought to he exercised 
not by one man of whatever position he may be, but hy a body of men 
constituting a committee. I can assure him that this matter is receiving 
my very serious consideration and though I cannot tell him what will 
be done in this matter, T can give him this much assurance at present 
that whatever he has said will he remembered by me and whatever is 
possible to he done be done by me. Tn view of this aseurance 1 
hope he will withdraw his motion. 

The motion MfEt the demand of Rs. 22,40,000 under the head ** 6. — 
Excise ’* be reduced by Re. 1, was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 


atm, MMiivi syte uime nnx 

aimMMi, Hsiiiti 

■— iiu, omnem 

i amr j ie. Or. eranwtliMMitli. 
OMerjiS, MIe ereneme Nstii 
O a e esr H s , omi lumera ii. 


Mm turmera Nata. 

■iM. Baba Oajty KHtliaa. 

•aM^ «r. SaMiat en a i ier a . 
Obakravarti, Baba SaeNiera flb aai ra . 
Obabrabartty, Baba JatMira Nail. 
Obattarjaa, irilat Bi|ay Kaaiar. 
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ClMUidluiri, M HartMrMfttli. 

Dm Dmrtttt ir* 4 , M. 

DatU, imiiil ClHiiidnu 

Daft, iaiHi tiuml KiNMr. 
faraquit Kkaii Baliad«r K. 8. V. 

Oaafuiy, laDa KaaiMidra Nath. 

OhMt, Babu Ahiarafidra Nath. 

ehath Mavliht Dabu tatyamtra Ohaadra. 

Sfipta, Mr. JaDMb Chandra. 

Nimatainskat Dabti hrabhu Oayal. 

Haqtta* Kazi Emdadul. 

Htitain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi tyad 
Maqbul. ^ 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

KaMm, Mauivi AiNthi 
Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamifuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babu tarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mukarjta, triJut Taraknath. 


I 

Naakar, iabu tMm Chandra. 

Rahman, Mauivi Ailaur. 

Rahman, Mauivi •hawauf s 
Raikat, Mr. Rraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Radha Cabinda. 

Ray, Babu Curandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Or. BMhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

iarbadhikari, Or. Sir Oava hraaad.*^ 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tan, Mr. tatiah Chandra, 
tan, triJut Nagandra Nath, 
tan Qupta, Mr. J. M.' 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Naraynni 
af Naahipur. 

talaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Abbatt, Mr. E. 8. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaairuddin. 

CatMlIs, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bia Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi 8alam Mawla. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 

Cahan. Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. 8. 8. 

Orummand, Mr. J. 8. 

Outt, Mr. 8. t. 

Chaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Caanka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Bafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Buha, Mr. F. N. 

Naaain, tha Han'bla Nawab Musharraf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Nuq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Hussain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. J. 8. 

MaaBaan, Mr. J. A. 


Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han’bla tir Fravash Chundan 
Mabarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Margan, Mr. 8. 

Nalsan, Mr. W. H. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Fhalps, Mr. Travar J. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid. Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJay Frasad tingh. 
taahsa, Mr. F. A. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mahan, 
tattar, Khan tahib Abdus. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 

Tata, Majar>8anaral Badfray. 

Thampsan, Mr. W. N. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beinjif 50 and the Noes 45, the motion was rarried. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The main demand i« still open for dismssion 
hnt as there is no more time T shall pnt it forthwith. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 22,40,000, as amended in Council, be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 6. — Excise ** w^s then put and 
agreed to. 


7 «— 

3-16 p.ii. 

MEMDER in Mungo of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlii MonlNi 
Mr. A. Morr)i On the recommendation of (Tis Excellency the OoTemor 
I beg to move that a turn of Bs. 8,90,000 be granted for expenditnr# 
nniier the bead “ 7. — l^tampe.” 
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following motion WM-cnllod bat not movod : — 




MmM AtlMUOOIN AHAMAO: "That the demand of.Bs. 45.600 

under the head ‘ 7 A, — Stamps — Superintendence * be refused/’ 


Mauivi TAMIZUODIH KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Be. 46,600 under the head 7A. — Stamps-^Superintendence ” be reduced 
by Bs. 100. 

#Uy object In moving this motion is this, that utider this head there 
has been an increase of expenditure for which I do not find any explana* 
tion whatsoever. During the current year the estimate was Bs. 34,000 
and the revised estimate was Bs. 35,200, but in the present budget for 
the next year the sum provided is Rs. 45,600. That means an increase 
of Rs. 10,400. I do not see that there is any necessity at all for this 
increase. It cannot be said that this increase is due to any rise in in- 
come, which has nec^essitated an increase of staff ; but this is not the case. 
The staff remains what it was last year, and so far also as the income is 
concerned, there is no increment shown under that head. Therefore, 
I think, Sir, that this increase of Bs. 10,400 might have been easily 
avoided and this sum might have been provided for the transferred 
departments for whi(!h the Hon’ble Meml>er and many others seem to 
have a good deal of sympathy. Again, Sir, I see that this refers to 
non-judicial stamps, and the value of these non-judicial stamps was 
enormously increased in 1922. That might liave been necessitated by 
the circumstances prevailing at that time, but now, Sir, I think, normal 
conditions have come back and I ask the Hon’ble Member whether the 
Government is considering the question of doing away with this increase 
and going back to the rates prevailing during the pre-war time. By 
increasing the value of these stamps you have taxed not litigation for 
which there is every justification, but you have taxed innocent people 
and p(M)r raiyats who have to Iwrrow money for keeping their Iwdy and 
soul together. Therefore on these two gionnds I urge this motion 
before the House. 


Mr. 40GC8H CH^HDRA CUPTA: In. supporting this motion for 
reduction I have to say' one thing which is of very vital importance to 
the poor people. The charge under the head of “Superintendence,” 
as the learned hiover has shown, has increased, but as a matter of 
fact we find that due to absolute lack of any superintendence and any 
system of check, stamps are purchased from the stamp vendors ante- 
dated and conveyances are written on them simply bec^ause there is 
no system for prevention of purchase of stamps which are ante-dated. 
It is absolutely neoessaTy, if the Government want to protect the inno- 
cent cultivators and ignorant people, to have such a system of check 
as will prevent the sale of such stamps, which are purchased in ord^ 
to have faked documents written on them. Circle Officers are avtilaye. 
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oilier inspi^iBig officers of Government ai^e also available, but tb% will 
not go anii initial the sale registersi so that subsequent interpolations 
might not be possible. In the district of Dacca, which has been a peren- 
nial source of trouble since the value of lands increased, there we have 
seen many cases where ante>dated stamps had been purchased bjj^a com- 
peting buyer being disappointed and litigation occurred in cons^uenoe. 
Therefore I say that as there is such slackness of supervision there is 
no justification for raising the cost of superintendence in this way. 

Ttw HOfl’blo Mr. A. MARR: Sir, part of this increase in the cost of 
superintendence is explained by the normal increments that the superior 
officers and the offic'ers of the clerical establishment get every year, but 
if page 60 of the budget estimates be referred to it will be seen that thi 
main increase is under ‘‘ Contract contingencies/’ rir., from Rs. IS, 000 
to Rs. 82,200. That explains practically the whole increase. It is due 
partly to different arrangements which have been made, by which stamp® 
«re now being printed an<l supplied from the Press at Nasik started by 
the Government of India instead of being sent from London. However, 

I can assure the mover of the motion that T w'ill look into the question 
of “ Contract contingencies ” again, and if I can make any cut, I shall 
see that it i.s done. 

As regards the point about the ante-dating of stampvS, that raises a 
very big question which will have to be looked into, and I think in all 
probability the Civil Courts will have a good deal to say in the matter. 

I shall be glad if the gentlemen who refeiTed to this matter will let 
me have any proposal that he may wish to make on this point. I think 
“•he will agree witlj me that it is a very big <|uestion which we cannot 
discuss now. 

The motion of Maulvi I’auiizuddin Khan was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Muillvi A8IMUODIN AHAMAO: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,90,000 under the major head 7. — Stamps ^Reserved)” be 
reduced by Rs, 4,40,000. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as fol- 
lows: — 

“ I do not know why the price of judicial and i^on-judicial stamps 
baa been increased. Judicial court fees have Iwen raised to Rs. 11-8 
Irom Rs. 7-8 per hundred rupees. The poor tenants of the village ore 
being ruined by costly litigation as the result of this enhancement. I 
do not understand the reason why Government do not reduce judicial 
court-fee® in view of the fact that the number of suits has increased.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The allotted time is up and I must put the quee- 
ti<Mi fertbwiib. 
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Hie motion of Maulri Asimuddin Ahamad was then pnt and lost. 

The time-limit under the head 7. — Stamps ” having been reached 
the following motion was not put: — 

BabCI AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: ^ That the demand of 
lU. 8,90,000 under the head ‘ 7. — Stamps (Reserved) ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1(K).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,90,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 7. — Stamps ” was then put and agreed to. 


8.-~ForMtt and 8A.— Forest Capital Outlay Charged to Revenue. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
(FORESTS) (the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri, Khan Bahadur^ of Dhanbari): On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,62,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 8. — Forests and 8A. — Forest — 
Capital Outlay Charged to Revenue. 

Several motions for reduction have been talded against the “Forest*’ 
demand. It will simplify discussion if I be permitted to repeat what I 
explained last year. The Forest Department brings us a large revenue 
every year, which after deducting the expenses, is utilised for expendi- 
ture in other branches of the administration — both Reserved and Tranj- 
ferred. This net income, — even after taking into account the whole of 
the capital outlay — has been about Rs. lakhs every year, and last 
year when moving for grants under “8 and 8A. — Forests” I had hesi- 
tated to put before the (\uiiicil the large increase which I really 
expected, and put the estimate of net income of the current year at 
Rs, 14 lakhs. As a matter of fact this income has turned out to be 
Rs. 17 lakhs, and there cannot be any denial that every pice spent 
has been well spent. A further increase is expected in the ensuing 
year. There are immense possibilities of forest exploitation in the 
pn)vince, and the more this department has scope to extend its activities 
the greater will be the income. 

As 1 explained last year, in all works of forest exploitation, the Eivt 
stage is to prepai-e what is called a working plan, which consists of 
marking out a given area of forest into blocks, enumerating the existing 
trees and then laying out a programme — usually of 10 to 15 years— of 
felling and planting. Hoads and patltways have next to be oflened out 
and quarters provided for the officers and staff to live in. To refuse 
provision for outlay on such works will mean foregoing a handsome 
revenue to the provincial exchequer, and stopping further expansion of 
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forest work, I trust the Council will refuse to accept such a sul^dal 
policy. It is a pity that only Rs, IJ lakhs have been available for 
capital outlay next year as against about Rs. 2^ lakhs this year and 
31 lakhs in 1926-27. But T hope there will be no effort to reduce 
the amount further. The inciease in the establishment is iKnninal, 
viz., from Rs. 8,01,000 in the current jear's budfret to Rs. 8,04,000, but 
considering the gradual expansion of work it must be said to be very 
moderate. There has been increase in conservan<*y. maintenance and 
regeneration work, and this must follow from the increased capital 
outlay. The test of the pudding is in its eating, and there cannot \w 
any better test of the expenditure whi(‘h is being incurred than the 
admirable result apparent from the increased income which we ar^ 
deriving. I trust the Council will accept the whole of the demands 
under “ Forest ” now’ placed before them. 

3-30 r.M. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,05,000 under the head “80 — B. — Forests — Establishments” be 
reduced by Re. 1. 

Sir, my object is to draw the attention (d the Government to the 
paucity of Indians in the higher service in this department. Every one 
in this House km)ws that tlie Lee Oommission recommended that at least 
75 per cent, of olheers should be IndiattN and that Report w’as published 
in 1924. I find, Sir, in spite of that, no serious attempt w’as made 
to Tndianise the service; and even at present out of alK)ut 23 Deputy 
and Assistant Conservators, there are only 0 or 7 Indians. I would also 
draw the attention of the Ilon’ble Member in charge to the paucity of 
Muhammadans in this service. I think there is scarcely any Muham- 
madan in the higliei- service. There a're orily tw'o in the ranks of 
Deputy and Assistant Copservators of Forests. There a?e about 13 
Extra Assistant Conservators amongst wdiom there is not a .single 
Muhammadan. I should like to draw the attention of the Hon^ble 
Member in charge to this deplorable paucity of Muhammadans in this 
department and I hope he will see hi< way to appoint more suitable 
Muhammadans in this Defuntment. 

Sir, I find from the Financial Statement that there is an increase of 
about Rs. 30,000 over the revised estimate and that is due to partition 
^ |he Bengal Forest (^inle into two circles. We also find from that 
sta^ment that it has been .sanctioned by the Secretary of State for India. 
The reason given is that this will result in more remunerative adminis- 
tration of the Forest Department. Sir, I demand to know how this will 
result iil^'inore remunerative administration. Unless the House is satis- 
fied, T think we should think twice before we grant the demand. Of 
courte we fean easily say that it will be very remunerative to one fat- 
salaried additional Conservator; but I fail to understand how this will 
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really^ remunerative to ihe department. And also the other question, 
the question of Indianisation— comes up there. If there is going to be 
another Conservator, may I know whether that Conservator will be 
an Indian or an European? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB All 
< GHAUD HU R I, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Sir, since 1923, several 
appointments have been made to Indian Forest Service. Of these, six 
are Indians, and of them two are Muhammadans. 

It is true that there is no Muhammadan in the Bengal Forest Ser- 
vice ; but the rules of recruitment which are under preparation provide 
for adequate Muhammadan representation in this service. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 9,39,000 
under the major head ‘ 8. — Forest (Reserved) ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 4,20,0(K).” 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CH08E moved that the demand of 
Rs. 9,39,000 under the head “ 8. — Forest (ReseiTed)” be reduced by 
Rs. 10,000. 

3-45 i'.M. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Sir, the motion, I am moving, is not to urge any reduction in the 
Forest budget a*^ a lumj) sum from the whole amount demanded for the 
expenditure oi the Forest Thquutment but to refuse tl»e amount required 
to meet the expenses of a partiiuilar Forest, namely “ Atia Foiest ” in 
Tangail subdivision. 

Atia Forest has newly been taken over under Government manage- 
ment at the reipiest of its proprietors. As the amount, required for the 
management of the said forest has not been separately shown in the 
budget T request the TTouse to refuse Rs. lO.OfK) from the major head 
with the clear understanding that T mean to ivfuse the salary of the 
men appointed there. The reasons for which T am pressing for this 
moti(m is lanmntahle. Theie is a big forest in Dacc a and Mymensingh 
districts. Southern part is in Dacca and the northern in Tangad 
(MymensinghV In this forest there are many tilaf or chalas (elevated 
land) 25-75 in height, where Gazari (SalD trees grow, and many culti- 
vators live with their family. There are hanh (valleys^ in the inter- 
vening spaocvs of the rh^htft which are very feiffle and produce first 
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class paddy and “ Hilly jutes.’* The Dacca portion is managed by the 
ramindars of Dacca, and the Tangail portion is again divided into threo 
parts — northetm part is managed by the Maharaja of Natore who is an 
hon’ble member of this House; the middle portion is managed by its. 
landlords, your honour yourself (President) and your co-sharers^ and 
the southern portion known as Atiagar was managed by Atia xamindars. 
Those malics of Atia l>eing unable to manage their portion — the reason 
best known to them — have made over their paliar to the Government 
for its management. As a result the Government made it a “ Reseived 
forest” under the Indian Forest Act XVI of 1927. Would the Govern- 
ment aciiuire the culturable lands an«1 homestead of the tenants then 
I would have to complain very little for this transfer, but the Govern- 
ment reserved the portions which have been re»*orded in the name of 
landlords in the Settlement record and ex<‘lude<l the lands (homestead 
and cultivated portion) recorded in tlie names of the tenants. My 
wound is there, Sir. Now all the laws of the “Reserved Forest” are 
applicable in the area. If you are pleased to jmy a hasty glance 
to the section 26 and one section only — (»f the whole Act — then I am 
sure you will be thoroughly convinced that in conse(|uence of 
the almve arrangements the whole pahnr area has become impossible for 
the people to live there and (‘ultivate their lands. Alamt 20,000 people 
will have to give up flieir homes and lands and they will have to go to 
Assam to take shelter in its forests with their t'hildren and wive<<. The 
scope of the said section 2t) of the Indian Forest Act is so wide that 
anylmdy who wants to live there, as we do in the plains, he cannot 
but he liable to prosecution at least five times a day. To kindle fire 
is an offence; to keep one head of cattle will cause at least a hundred 
opportunities to the Foresters to prosecute the owner: to clear jiingle 
for cultivation is an offence, etc. The proce<lure of proseciition and 
I»u!iishnient are not at all palatable. The man will he arrested by the 
Forester and taken to a Magistrate of a place not les'i than 20 iiiiles 
off — who can fine the accused Rs. 500, or send him to jail for six months, 
oi senteiK'c him for both. The man may also be liable to any amount 
of damage as D. F. O. thinks proper. 

The difficulty is not one — if you light up your lamp you have chance 
to be prosecuted; if you prepare your food you have every chance for 
prosecution; if your cattle gf>es astrav by chame you arc sure to la* 
convicted; if your boy of five years tears a leaf of a tree you are liable 
to prosecution and so on. Tinder the circumstances it is clear that 
the said pahar has become unfit for habitation and c ultivation. Kxcept 
a few exceptions most of these people are poor Muhammadan cultivators. 
They have been made homeless, ddiey have lecoi losing their lands 
and houses. ^ .These people did not get these lamU as free gift from the 
landlords. They had to pay lakhs of rupees to the zaiiiindars take 
settlement; but now, Sir,«4^ey are going away, as street beggars leaving 
their properties behind without getting any thing in leturn. 
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There ig another pointy Sir. The culturable lands in the area in 
question produce jute and paddy worih lakhs and lakhs of rupees. The 
agricultural products are the only source of our national wealth. By 
managing to keep these lands fallow the Government has caused 
immeifse mischief to the national wedith. 

Now I beg to discuss the reasons for which such transfer of manage- 
4 raent took place. A few landlords are unfit to manage their estate 
hence the Government in order to see to their interest, took the manage- 
ment of the forest. As a result 20,000 people are going to be homeless 
and street beggars. Can any man support this? Are those poor 
Muhammadans not loyal subjects to His Majesty? Sir, I beg to inform 
you that the Hon’hle Member, the Nawab Bahadur of Dhanbari, is 
one of the co-sharers of the said pahar. He is known to be an efficient 
zamindar of our district. We do not know if he has given consent to 
this transfer of management. Cannot he, Sir, take the management of 
Atia Pahar into his own hand? If not. then what audacity he has to 
take the responsibility of managing the Forest Department of the whole 
of Bengal? You, Sir, are managing your own pahar which is conti- 
guous to this pahar. The landlords of Atia may make over their pahar 
to you for management and you may manage it keeping the interests 
of landlords and tenants intact. What you can the Government can- 
not — as its only weapon for managing the pahar is the Indian Forest 
Act. 

I appeal to all the members and to the soft corner of their hearts. 
Just consider the situation of these poor tenants for a moment. I am 
sure every one will support me. Muhammadans are bound to support 
me — as 15 annu'^ tenants are Muhammadans. The members of 
the Government side may .support me as it is not a case of gain or loss 
of the Government — but a pure question of humanity. I hope one and 
all will support me and thereby gain the blessings of ’ 

Mauivi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 9,39,000 under the head “ 8. — Forests ” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
draw attention to the fact that there has been an abnormal rise in permit 
fees to the great prejudice of the local inhabitants one of whose main 
sour<»es of livelihood is the taking out of forest produce). 

Last year during the Budget votings I had the opportunity of bring- 
ing to the notice of the authorities the increase in the fees realised for 
gathering forest produce. Two kinds of fees are realised from the people 
who trade in forest produce. There is the permit fee for taking away 
the forest produce and the boat registration fee realised from the boats 
which are employed for bringing the forest produce. The total income 
has been increasing from year to year. In 1926-27 the Income was 
Rs. 31 and odd lakhs, in 1927-28, Rs. 34 and^nid lakhs and in 1928-29 
the estimate is Rs. 35 lakhs. The total expendilpre budgeted for is only 



1928.} 


DEMANDS FOR ORANfS. 81 

Us. 1,75,000. In moving this amendment 1 intend to bring to the atten- 
tion of the authorities the condition of the people in the neighbourhood 
of the Sundarbans. It extends into the three neighbouring districts of 
Khulna, Barisal and the 24-l^irganas and is situated in a part of the 
country where the river water is enormously saline. In this saliae area 
nothing can grow ex(‘ept paddy which depends solely on rain water and 
good protective embankments preventing the saline river water from 
rushing int() the paddy fields and destroying the paddy crop. These 
areas are often subjected to flood due to heavy Imres situated as it is so 
near to the sea. l*eople find it hard to kee]> intact their protective em- 
bankments. Further tliey liave to depend solely on rain water for rasing 
their only ( roj) — the paddy. Their health and home and the procuring 
of all their family comforts are centred in this paddy ci'op. 

Broken embankments and failure of rains are not lare phenomena 
heie. When there is a failure of crop the neighlmuring country is 
turned into a veritable arid waste. Nothing grows there. Even for the 
procuring (if so ordinary a thing as plantain leaves, the people have to 
travel a good round niimljci of miles to purcliase them, and these have to 
be purchastul from the sale-prciceeds of paddy. Such being the state 
of affairs it seems to me that the Divine Dispensation in order to provide 
for these people a subsidiary means of livelihood to fall back ujion in 
the da Vs of dearth and fiimine, created the Sundarbans. In good old 
days they used to collect these forest jirodiice and s(*Il them in the 
neai(‘st market and sjiv(‘ tlieuisidves from starvation without any let or 
hindrance from the Doviu imicnt . Hut you are d«‘|>riving them of what 
the Almighty in His Infinite Mei-cv pr(»vided foi them by levying lieavy 
fee^. 

I do not grudge some amount of fees foi protecting the jungle itself, 
but the fees realised are too heavy a burden for fhe.se jroor peopb* to bear. 
In the days of failure of paddy — their only medium of exchange — they 
find it simply impossible to raise funds to pi'oeure the necessary fees. 
As such, I ajrireal to the authorities t(» lower the jrerinanent fta‘s and to 
stop collecting the boat registration fee. T for myself do not find any 
justifi(‘ation on the part of the Government to I’calise a boat registration 
fee. The fronts certainly are not a forest produce. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Fresident, I f»eg to associate 
myself w^hole-heartedly wuth the motion that stands in the name of my 
friend Maulvi Shamsur-Rahman. T come from the district of Khulna 
within which lie large tracts of the Sundarban forests. These tracts 
produce a great quantity of timlK^r and fuel and other forest produce. 
People earn their livelihood by bringing these forest produce for sale 
in the neighbouring country. Of late the fees have been increased to 
such an extent that the poor people find it absolutely impossible to 
advance the.se fees and to go into the forest and to take the forest pro- 
duce thereform. The result is that the price of fuel has become much 

6 
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higher in Khulna, Bari8al< the 24.Pargana8 and in the neighbouring 
distrietfl than coal. Recently, speaking from personal experience, I had 
an occasion of going into the interior of Khulna which borders very 
near to the Reserve Forest Office, and to my utter surprise 1 found 
people using coke and coal as fuel instead of forest produce wliich is 
within a stone’s throw. The difficulty of the poor people is not only 
to pay the high fees but also to ( onciliate the underlings of the Forest 
Department which is practically known to everybody. The forest offi- 
cers who go on patrol duty are more apt to find fault with the forest 
licensees than to put a check on the illegal j)ractices of the subordinate 
officers of the Forest Department. 

I would also submit that when Government has this great income 
of Rs. lakhs from forest produce, it is a matter of great regret that 
Government has not yet thought it fit to establish a school of fore>try 
in Bengal. There is only one school of foiestiy in India and that is 
situated at Dehra Dun which is l,t)00 miles away from Calcutta. The 
superior officers in the Forest Department in Bengal — at least as T find 
from the “Civil Inst” — do not possess any educational qualifications 
and they are not experts in forestry, and it is \inthinkable why they 
should be allowed to occupy these high offices. Attention has been 
drawn to the fact that in the upper grades of the Forest Service the 
number of Indians — Hindus and Muhammadans — is very vi*iv low. 
Steps should be taken at once to Indianise the Forest Department, and 
it is not known why this is not a transferred Department. 

[As the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Fo?est D(q)artment did 
not rise in time and failed to catch the Hon’blc the President's eye, 
be proceeded to read the motion, b\jt afterwards he .allowed the Hon’ble 
Member to reply.] 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: On a p(nnt of order, Sir. .\fter you have 
read the motion how can the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is absolutely left to m> diNcretion. In 
the interests of the House and the public I should allow the Ilon’ble 
Member to reply, so that all can know the views of (fovernment in the 
matter. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I may say at once that there 
is no increase in ♦stablishmeiit over the curr(*nt year's grant, but 
there is increase in conservancy, maintenance and regeneration work. 
This is only normal, rather less than what should be provided for 
normally to meet the reijuirements of forest expansion. T would I'epeat 
again that money spent on forest conservancy and regeneration is 
always directly remunerative and that it will bt‘ suicidal if even such 
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slow headway in developing the resources of our forests is retarded for 
want of funds. The revenues of the Forest Department have increased 
from Rs. 28’5 lakhs in 1925-26 to Rs. 34 lakhs in the current year, and 
this was due to opportunities given to the department by provision of 
funds for expenditure on conservancy*, maintenance and regeJferation 
and also capital outlay during the last three years. It has not been 
pos-iible to find more than Its. 1,75,000 for outlay during the ensuing 
year, but the works already done must be maintained and worked to 
NU^tain the revenue. Atia Forest has just begun to pay. No 
cultivated lands are being included in the Reserve Forests. If any 
person has got settlement of any land from one co-sharer landlord with 
even a 5 gomlas share, the Forest Department has got orders not to 
interfere with that land. 

Maulvi Shanisur-Rahman has taken objection to the raising of 
permit fees for forest produce in the Suiidarbans. He raised the same 
olijection last year, and it was explained that the lates for fuel wo(m 1 — 
the main forest produce in the Suiidarbans — were really cheap. The 
rate of Sundri in Khulna has remained pra< tically the same since 1909, 
only in Ragerhat it was brought up from anna‘s 12 to Re. 1. the same as 
in Khulna sadar, and that so far back as 1911. 'Idn* increases in the rates 
of other fuel ami golpata only followed the increases in the market 
prices of these products; but since 1914 there has in some (uses been 
no increase, and when there have lieen increases, these have been very 
moderate. For example in Khulna from annas 10 to annas 12 in fuel 
wood and from annas 14 to Re. 1 in golpafn. The demand for these 
articles and their market prices have considerably increased, and the 
profit is made mainlv by the traders. There is no reason to think that 
the price.s are in any way affected by the vli^rht imreases which have 
been made in the rates. 

The forest in Khulna is the salvation of jieople who have lost crops. 

If fees are light in ordinary times, the produce will disappear too 
<piickl\’. In famine years fees ^'an be reduced. 

There is a forest '•chool at Kurseong where most Rangers and all 
Deputy Rangers are trained. 

ith these remarks T opjK)s<* the motions. 

The motion of Rabu Amarendra Nath Ghose was then put and a 
division taken with the billowing r»‘sults : — 


ayes. 


AUal, Maulvi Syad Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Maulvi Aatmuddin. 
■««ohi, Babu Romas Chandra, 
••htrjaa. Or. Rramatlianath. 
Banorjaa, Sabu Rromotlia Nath. 

Mabn dlfantfraUiL 
Sitwat, Babu turandra Nath. 
••••, Babu Btjay Krialimt. 


Bom, Mr. t. C. 

Bom, Mr. tubhaa Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Cbaiiraburtty, Mabu datindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, trijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondrafiath. 

Oaa SuRta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, Baba Ahbil Chandra. 
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DMtt, Mbu Mral Kumar. 
Oanguly, Babu Khagamlra Nath. 
OhoMt Babu Amartndra Nath. 
4Supta, Mr. Jogath Chandra. 
Hoqua, Kari Emdadui. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Lala, Bcbu taroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, Brijut Taraknath. 
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra, 
flahman, Mauivi thamaur*. 

Ray, Babu Radha Oobinda. 


Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kii'an Bankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyondra 
Nath. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Mr. Batiab Chandra. 

Ban, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 

Ban Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. Q. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Barton, Mr. J. F. 

CaftMlIa, Mr. A. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Qolam Mawia. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Dowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond. Mr. J. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. B. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaD. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. 

Qhoaa, Mr. M. C. 

Qhoah Maulik, Babu Batyandra Chandra. 
Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
Hoaain, tha Hon’bla Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jamat, Mr. F. E. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lindaay, Mr. 4 , H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. J. 0. 

MaoBaan, Mr. J. A. 

Maadonald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. 

MoCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mobarly, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Nolaon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travor J. 

Prantioa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Raikat, Mr. Proaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 

Kahauniah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 

Baehaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sanyal, Babu Saehindra Narayan. 
Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Proaad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdua. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajaa Abdool. 

Shah, Mr. Qholam Hoaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan. 

of Naahipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Major-Ganaral Oodfray. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


Tlip Ayes heinjr tint! Noes the motion was lost. 


The motion that the demand of Rs, 9,39,000 under the head 
Forests be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken ^with 
the following result: — 


Ahamad, Mauivi Aaimuddin. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 
Atlqultah, Mr. Byod Md. 
Bagohi, Babu Romat Chandra. 
Bakah, Mauivi Kador. 


ayes. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, Babu Promotha Nath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu dltondralal. 
Biawaa, Babu Burondra Nath. 
Boao, Babu Bajoy KHoBmu 



1928 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


U 


m—, Mr. ti ifc l MH Cte«iMlra. 

CHakrmvarti. Mku Cliantfr*. 

Clwkraburttyt Bmbu Jatindra 
CliatMrjM, trilut Bijay Kumar. 
Cliaudliuri, Rai Haramfranath. 

Clmwlhu^y, Mautvi Botam Mawla. 
Cboudhury, Maulvi Khorahad Alam. 

Oat Oupta. Or. J. M. 

Datta. Babu Akbti Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Qhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Qafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Oupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiiiul. 
Haqua, Kati Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Hutain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi tyac 
Maqbul. 

karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kamm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaiiam Ali 


Khan, Maulvi Tamiraddin. 

Lala, Babu tarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, triJut Taraknath. 

Naakar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Naiimuddin, Mr. Kharaja. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamtur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Qabinda. 

Ray, Babu turanhra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Dr. Btdhan Chandra. 

Ray. Mr. D. N. 

Roy. Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandrp 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajao Abdoot. 

tan, Mr. tatith Chandra. 

tan, triJut Nagandra Nath. 

tan Oupta, Mr. •!. M. 

tolaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. 0. 

Barton, Mr. J. F. 

CasMilft, Mr A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Aii, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. G. 0. 

Dowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. t. 

Eddie, Mr. A. MeD. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Ohote, Mr. M. C. 

Qhoeh Maulik, Babu Satyendra Chandra. 
Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Hotain, the Hon'ble Nawab Mueharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Nuetain. Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamee, Mr. F. E. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Liiidaay, Mr. J. H. 

Luba, Mr. N. R. 

MaiBrtney, Mr. J. 0. 

MadOaan, Mr. 4. A. 

Maodanatd, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A. 

MoCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provaih Chundar. 
Mobarly, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Neleon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phaipe, Mr. Trover J. 

Prentiee, Mr. W. D. R. 

Raikat, Mr. Proeanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kehaunith Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praead Singh, 
taohea, Mr. F. A. 

tanyal, Babu taohindra Narayan. 
tarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Praead. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdue. 

Shah, Mr. Qholam Haeeain. 

Stnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan* 
of Naehipur. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tnta, Major-Oanaral Godfrey. 

Thompeon, Mr. W. H 
Trnvara, Mr. W. L. 

¥lordeworth, Mr. W. C. 


Tlip Ayps heiii^r 04 and flip Nopv 52 flip motion was laiTipd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the allotti-d time is up I shall now put the 
motions to vote. 
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The Tijotion that a sum of Rs. 10,62,000, as amended in Council, Im 
^ i^raiited for expenditure under the head 8. — Forests and 8A. — Fores 
— Capital Outlay Charged to Revenue ** was then put and agreed to. 

Tht#- time-limit under the head “ 8. — Forests and 8A. — Forest- 
Capital Outlay Charged to Revenue ” having been reached the following 
motion was not put: — 


Babu AMARENDEA NATH CHOSE: That the demand oi 

Its. 1.23,000 under the head ‘ 8A. — Forest — Capital outlay charged t< 
Revenue (Reserved) ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

[At 4-15 P.M. the Council w^as adjourned and it reassembled at 4-3C 

P.M.] 


9. — Registration. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(REGISTRATION) (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan 
Bahadur): Sii, on the rccomniendation of His Kxcellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2t),33,0t)0 he gi anted for ex- 
penditure under the head “ 0. — Registration.” 

The following inotions were <‘alled but not moved: — 


Maulvl ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “ That the dtmiand of Rs. 10,600 
under detailed account ‘ 9A. — vSuperintendence — Pay of Officers ’ he 
refused.” 


Maulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of Rs. 82.000 
under the head ‘ 9A, — Superintendence (Registration) ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 


Maulvl ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 

Rs. 10,!)!, 000 under the head * OR. — District charges ' he reduced by 
Rs. 10,00.000.” 


Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 2(h3fl,000 under the majoi’ head “ 0. — Registration ” be reduced by 

'Pu ut 1 r. 
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He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ The present motion for reduc tion i> a protest against the enhance- 
ment of registration fees. At the present time the tenants anf the 
village have got to register documents and deeds in all kinds of trans- 
actions concerning land, and the enhancement of registration fees in 
these circumstances is not only a source of loss to them hut also a 
hource of waste by tiovcrnment of largt* sum> of money obtained from 
them. 

I do not know why legi'itration tees have been enhanced and I 
want to know from the Hoirble Minister why they should not be 
1 educed. 

Why they should n(»t be reduc* <1 when c ases of registration have 
largely increased and when the Hegistration Department derives such 
large income that after meeting all costs som«‘ surplus is lett in its 
hands?” 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sn. 1 want to support 
the imction jUst nioNed b\ m> tiicuid Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad. The 
registiation tec‘s ]e\iscd }»ehind the* back of the* (’ouncil, and the 

administrative* department did this without cMnisulting tin* (’ouncil and 
without taking us into tln*ii confidence. In regard to “Stamps,’^ 
we see that (Tovernment can afford to give relief to those 
who are tin* constituents of Hanks by doing aw’ay with stamps 
on cheque's and thereby to lost* a rev<*nue of nearly Rs. 4f 
lakhs. When (jovernment can afford to lose R.s. 4A lakhs by 
simjdy doing away with stamps on che<|ues, how^ is it that they con* 
side*! it nc'cessary to tax the poor pc'opb* further by laising the 
registration fees and making them double if not trel)le? Tn 11124-25 
registration fees yielded as much as Rs. 25,^15, (KM), and now after the 
revision it is yielding Rs. 40 lakhs; so Government is deriving Rs. 15 
!akh» more from registration fees alone. If yon are getting more and 
more revenue under “ Stamps,” then why should you be anxious to 
derive more revenue under ” Registration ” by increasing the regis- 
tration fees. The poor mufassal people have been hard hit by the 
increase in registration fees. While Government is anxious to give 
relief to the city people by almlisliing the stamps on cliecjues and for- 
go nearly Rs. 4i lakhs, they are continuing to impose higher 
registration fees on the poor people. This is simply unfair and unjust. 
I, therefore, join in the protest of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad and I 
would request the Government to reduce the registration fc'e** to the 
previous level as early as possible. 
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Khan BahiMlur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HU88AIN: Sir, I aho 
support the motion of Maulvi Asiniuddin Ahamad and I join in the 
protest made by liai Jlarendranath Chnudhuri. The registration fee 
was increased as a teinporaiy measure, and there is no reason why this 
increaAe should be made permanent. This raisiiif^ of the registration 
fee has been hitting hard the poorer people of the mufassal. It is 
strange that when big people are relieved of the payment for stamps on 
rhecjues, the poorer people should be taxed with increased registration 
fee for nothing. Of course, it might have been necessary to raise the 
registration fee during war time as a t<*m])oiary measure, but there is 
no reason why the increase should be made i)crmaiieiit. (A voice: It 
was raised aft(‘r the wai.) So I also join my voicr along with the pro- 
tests of my friends and submit that tlie legist lat ion fee should be reduced 
as soon as ja)ssible. 


The Hon’bte Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I’his motion is not for a small cut of Its. 100 oi- so, but it m<*ans the 
reduction of the total demand by praetically hall. My friends opposite 
have tried to mal<(* out a case for reduction 1>> saying that the registra- 
tion fee has b(‘en unnecessarily incnmsed, and s(» they urge that expendi- 
ture should be curtaib-d. Hut I would ask is it logo al toi tluMU to siiy 
that because the legistration fee has be^m inciea^ed, the expenditure 
should be cui tailed I" (hi theeontiar\ "oine of m\ tneiids hav(‘ b»*en ^ay- 
ing that the exjienditun* under this head has beim ](*s'' tlian what it ought 
to be. So it seems that there are two distinct ojiinioiis in this House 
on this ({uestion. Tin* revenue derivtul trom the im ieascMl registration 
fee, foi whatever reason it might have been imposed at the b(‘ginning‘ 
— I was not in charge* of the Department at tlie tinu' — g-oes to the 
general funds and is spent on general purpose's. I am t«dd that the* e*xtra 
money that has come from this ine'rease*el legistration tee has boen given 
only to the* t ransfe*rre*el departme'iits for being spent on those elepartments. 

My frienel, Rai llaiendi anath (^haudhuri. rete*ired to the abolition 
of stamps on ehe'ejues. but 1 wemld re'mind my friend that this >tamp 
duty on cheques was abedished not by the (tovernment of Beng^al but 
by the (Jovernment of India, and he of all persons should know’ that tlie 
ae’tions of tlie (Tovernment of Bengal are cjuite diflerent from the actions 
of the Government of India. The memliers are aware that ours is a 
defie'it budget and I cannot ree'onimend to (Government a reduction of 
registration fees at present. But as a matter of fact we are concerned 
here not with the reduction of revenue under this head, but with the 
reduction of expenses. I would remind the members that if this 
motion is accepted, it will mean the dismissal of half the number of 
officers employed in the department. I would ask my friends to 
seriously consider w'hether (hey are really prt‘pared to reduce the staff 
by half or to reduce the pay of the officers to half? These are the only 
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alternatives open if the motion before the House is accepted. I, there- 
fore, ask them to consider the matter seriously and say whether they 
want any of these alternatives to lie adopted. 

The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahaniad was then put and In'.!. 

Maulvi 8HAM8UR-R AMMAN S I move tliat the demand of 
Its. under the head “ 9. — Itejristration ” be reilueed by 

Its. 1(10 (lui^e 58, C'ivil Estimate) (on the ground that the pay and [>ros- 

pects of tile offieeis of the department are luU i-oinmensurate witli the 
income derived fn»ni the department, as also the jieojde an* haid hit 
by the increase in lee**). 

In movintt tliis amendment I intend to draw the attention ol this 
House to the way in which the fees realised for le^istration arc pressinjj 
on the people at lar<»-e. In recent year- the fe«*s for ref^isterinp docu- 
ments as wt‘ll as taking copies of re^isfmed doiaiments have been 
doubled. Tlie income from this department is rou^dily speakinj>: about 
Hs. 40 lakhs since 102(i. The a\eia^e exp«*nditure is about Rs. 20 

lakhs, 'rhe income thus comes to a fijjuie which is more than double. 

Wh(‘n this depaitment was established it was ffiv(*n out that 
(Tovernnient was not p»in^ to make any |»rofit out of this depart meat . 
F<*cs to the e.xtent of kcepiii^»- the department ^'•oin^r will only be lealised 
and nothin^»- more. Hut what do we find now y Hy doubling- the tees 
(ToveMimeiit is makin<; a iai^’e incoim* at the cost of the jioor peojib*. 

J am told that Ixmds and raiyatwari leases form the bulk of the docu- 
ments that aie le^istered (lail\. 'I'he exei utants of these docum<‘nts are 
^^•neiall^ the needy and the indigent section of the* jiopulace. AVhen 
people arc in want the\ need raise loans, but in order to raise it they 
have to execute do( uments for whi( h they have to j>ay heavy fees for 
re<rist rat ion. I’hc raiyats of Hen^al aic pioverbially poor. As such 
this doubling of the fee> has been pressm^'^ very haid on the poorer sec- 
tion of the people of the countiy. 

In ordei' to relieve these fiooier people I think it is fan that the fees 
should be deci'cased appreciably, espe<ially when the (biveinment can 
well afford to do so fiom the earniii^i-s of the department itself. 

The pay and prospects of the officers of tliis department are not veiy 
attractive. Siib-Rejfistrars now-a-days are taken from men liavinj^ the 
same qualiffcatioiis as those of the Provincial Executive Service men. 
But what a pulf of difference exists in the pay and prospects of these 
two sets of people. 

Further, I dare say that it must have been in the experience of all 
mufassal people that urpent <*opies from repistration offiees are difficult 
to he had w’hen needed. It is said that the district offices are not 
supplied with the proper strenpth of clerks to cope with the work. 

T his state of affair is deplorable and must Ik* remedied at once. The 
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<;opyi»t8 are alao paid on contract system to their great hardship. I 
am of opinion that these copyists should be placed on a hxed salary 
basis. 


4-45 p.M. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I support the iii<»tion 
which has been moved by luy friend, Maulvi Shamsur-Rahman. In 
answer to Maulvi Asiinuddin Ahamad the Hon’ble Minister in diarge 
did not say one word in rei)ly to all the arguments advanced by us 
against the continued increase of the registration fees. He had no 
word to advaiKte in support of that increase. He could urge nothing 
against our arguments. He only took shelter behind the argument that 
if Maulvi Asiinuddin Ahannurs motion was (-arried the officers of the 
department would be hit. He just wanted to exploit the sympathy of 
the members of the Council for the officers of the Registration Depnit- 
ment. He did not think it worthwhile to explain the reasons for the 
continuance of higher registiation fees. How and when and w.hy it 
was revised, probably he does not know. Nor did he explain whether 
the fees can be brought down now that Registration is yielding so much 
revenue and when Government is going to give up about Rs. 4J) lakhs 
under the head “ Stamps ” just for the convenience of tliose nhf> have 
big^ bank balances and use checjues in the cit\. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, so far as the first point of my friend the mover is c<>nc(‘rned, I ir.ay 
say that, as early as the officers of the Registration Department 

have got increments to the extent of about Rs. 4 lakhs. So, the pay 
and prospects of those officers have very n‘cently been increased, ^f'hen, 
Sir, as to the other point, people are hard hit by the increase fees and 
T quite sympathise with them. T know any fin ther taxation of whatever 
shape or form it may be will create hardship. Rut, Sir, unless some 
money is to come to the Government Kxchet)uer, T am afraid the 
administration of the country cannot go on. 

Sir, T admit that the poor raiyats have been very hard hit by it 
and I have sym]>athy for them. Rut, Sir. T hnv(‘ j)ractically no con- 
trol over this sort of thing. Well. Sir, this has been done by the Legis- 
lative Council before; and when the increase was made by the Coun il. 
they took into consideratimi all the fa('t> ndating to it. Therefore, 
Sir, T am not competent to say that T can in anv way alter or revise the 
fees. 

Then my hon’ble friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, attacked 
me by saying that I luul given no reason whatsoever for the increase of 
taxation. May T remind my friend that so far as the reason is con- 
cerned, am I to find it out from him? He himself is sufficiently well 
ndvanced of political ideas and I am confident that the reason which 
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prompted Government to impose freak taxation is quite obvious. It 
18 the increase of revenue and the increase of revenue, fi'om whatever 
source it can be tapped, Government will have it. If my friend still 
asks for any further reason for it I cannot give any reply other than 
that the Government was confronted with a deficit budget. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister has just said that the tax was imposed 
with the consent of the Legislative Council when the (lovernment found 
a deficit in the budget. AVill the Ilon’ble Mini>ler kindly say in which 
year registration fee was revised H 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I must frankly admit that it is by an executive (U’der of the Oovern- 
luent that the fee was incieased. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In whi< h yearP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIH, Khan Bahadur: 

In tlie year 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Wa^ that a defic it yeai ^ 
1 he* motion cd Maulvi Shamsur-Hahman was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. ‘Jd.-Id.OtM) be granted for expenditure 
under the head “9. — Regi^tiation ” uas then put and agreed to. 


9A. — Bcheduled Taxes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of Tlis 
Fxccllenry the (loveinoi T beg to move that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be 
granted "for expenditure under the liead 9A. — Scheduled Taxes.” 

Sir, this exjMuiditure is explained in the Note attaclied to the Rudget. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


XIII. 15, 16 and 55.— Irrigation. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8alyid Nawab All Clmidhufi, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): On the recommendation of His Exeelleney the Governor, 
T beg to move that a sum of Rs. 54,00,000 be granted for expcuiditure 
under the heads “XITI. — Irrigation — Working Expenses,” ”15, — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues,” ” 10. — Con- 
struction of Irrigation. Navigation, Embankment, and Drainage works 
charged to Revenue,” and ” 55. — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage work^ not cliarged to Revenue.” 
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Good progrefis has inade^in the coDstnietion of works connected 
with the flushing of the Gobra Nala in Murshidabad and Bbairab in 
the MehStpur subdivision of the Nadia difitrirt which ^re commenced 
during the year 1920-27 and it is expected that the former work will 
be coiapleted before the coiding monsoon and the latter in 1929. 

A sum of Its. 02,000 has been provided on account of the Salhiind 
Weir Scheme in the district of Hankura. The work was originally 
taken up by the Salbund ('o-opeiative Society but is has been decided 
that (foveinment shtnild take it ovei under the Irrigati^p Act on 
condition that the cultivators of the area which will be irrigated by 
the schetne will enter into contiac ts to take water under a 10 year 
lea,He. The Scjcoety will he relieved of all resi)onsibiliti(‘S and will be 
given a lefund of all (‘xpenditure already incurred by them. The 
amount j)rovided in tlie budget will be rerpiired tor meeting the actual 
amount spent on currying out the work and further improvements 
thereon. Including the dei)artmental charge tor ‘‘ Establishment. Tools 
and Plant, Audit, etc.,” the estimate of the proj<‘ct amounts to 
Rs. 77,000 and it is ex]»ected that the net revenue therefnun will give 
a return <»f 5A por cent, on the aibove outlay. 

The construction of tlie Damodar ('anal \>hich w: s comni-^nced 
during the year 1920-27 \\ ill le pushed on during the* vear 192S-29. 
Gwifig to the delay in the comjdetion of the construction of the railwav 
siding irom Panag’ar to the Head Wcuks of the Canal at Rcuidia, the 
progrevss has not beem so g(M)d as expected Imt work is now in full 
swing on this portion of the scheme and the excavation of the canal 
itself was started some time ago. 

A start was also made during the current \ear with the <‘onstruction 
of the llakhesw'ar Irrigation Scheme in the district of Birbhum. The 
collection of materials for the weir is in jirogress and a portion of the 
canal has been dug. It i.s expected that the scheme will be completed 
during tin* year 1939-31. 

Work in connection with the c*onstruct ion of hwks and .sluices in 
(he I/ower Kumar riv(‘r is in progress. The work should be completed 
in two years’ time. The Amirabad Drainage Scheme in the Confai 
subdivision of MidnnptWe will be brought into ojieration this year. 
The Kiishia Nala Scheme was completed in time to save the crops last 
year and an extension of the wcirks is now under consideration. 

Owing to financial stringency it has not been possible to provide 
funds for the excavation of the Alaipur Khal in the district of Khulna, 
and the construction of the Berni Irrigation Project in the district of 
Bankura for which schemes are ready and the Bamnigram Irrigatmn 
Scheme in Birbhum. 

Several large projec'ta have been .sent to the Civil Officers to take 
action under Act VI of 1920, notable among which are Bbairab II, 
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Boalia Bhil and the GaD|?akhali-Sua{%hi Soliemes : the Ampta Drain- 
age Project has been re-e.^tininted will shortly he sejit to^the Civil 
Odirers|or actii:)n> The Dolai Khal Sc heme has been sent t<) the ('ivil 
Officers for a further report on several imjHHtant points. ^Thoutrh the 
department is working at many other imjiortant projects, tticre- i« 
sufficient construction work >roinp on at present to^'employ the staff 
fully and it is necessary that an expansion of the department should 
he incde as early as ]>ossil)le, if greater ])ro^ress is to he madt^ We 
have received demands from all (juarters which it is not ])ossibie to 
meet, hut***the department is in a position to carry on a continuous 
construction j)ro»'ianiine. driven sufficient stalf and funds. 

5 r.M. 


Bahu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: I he^^ to move that the demand 
of Its. 17.0d,()00 under the hcnul “ XIII. — Im^»-at ion — Workin^^ Kxj)en- 
se^ he reducc‘d hv IN. 100. 

Sir, the ohjecd of my motion is to critic ise the woik of the depart- 
ment and its policy. The chief ]»rc‘oc*c'Upation of the de])artment as it 
is constituted to-day is the maintenanc*e of navipfation. emhankments ’ 
and drainajre works. These works are responsihle for the consumption 
of the l»ulk of the ftinds alhotc'd to this d(‘partnicnt in the hndj.»*et. 
I’ Miration has the smallest share of the attention of the* department 
tliou^h one would have expected (piitc* the ojiposite. Not orl\’ is 
im^ation inijjortant hut the <are of na\i^Mtion channels and cunhank- 
Tnents and draina^^e woiks <-ould he* piofitahlx handed oV4*r to other 
dejiartnuMits, The Marine l)epartnic*nt <-ould tor instance take care of 
the toiniei while the Hcvenue and the Ihihlic Works l)c‘])artment may 
well he entrusted to the latt(*i. But irrijrafion must h«* maintained 
as the sole charge of a separate (h*partment for it has a direct relation 
to the well-heinjr of the ]ieople and the ec*onomi< developmeTit of the 
jirovince. Whether Government are conscious or not of the imtiorianc'e 
of irrigation their record of work in this sphere is anything hut credit- 
able. T.arge sums have* been ex]K*nded on schemes of no m(‘an size, 
the help of much extolled ex|)erts was also secured hut they have not 
till now surc*eedc‘d in formulating any substantial scdieme whatever, 
much less a ccxmpreliensive one. Kven the Damodar Canal, now under- 
taken. i^ fragmentary ancl its efficieiic'v i*’ at best a mutter of doubt. 
At any rate it is a matter for the future generations and the experts 
of the present time. But we have at the same time every rierht to 
demand the formulation of a comprehensive scheme whic‘b wdll not 
only answer fully our irrigational needs but would also help the solution 
of a few other problems which in Bengal have been found to have a 
close relation to the system of irrigation in vogue. 

The need for such a well-thought-out comprehensive scheme will be 
evident from a comparison of tlie achievements of irrigation in Bengal 
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with that of other jirovinoesi iW India. The Irrigation Departments 
eliiBwhere have turned large areasi^of arid and unfertile waste into 
beautiful farms, but in Bengal Government have the granarj' 

of India into so many unproductive marshes raising a plentiful swaim 
of moilcjuitoes instead of a rich* harvest <jf grain. The whole province 
is now a hot-bed of malaria and kala-azar. I shall not pay the Irriga- 
lion ])ejiartnipnt llie cornpliiiient of comparing their work with the 
wonders wrought in Egypt and other parts of the world. But even 
judged by the standards obtaining in India the record of th^ Irrigation 
Department reflects but little credit on their caj)acity or effloiencv. 

How unfortunate is Bengal’s position will be seen from tlie fact 
the area so irrigated in Bengal is one-fourth of such area in even North- 
West Frontier Province. The figures liave only to be stated to realise 
the wide dispjirity between Bengal and the other provinces in matters 
of irrigation. The average area irrigated in Bengal from Government 
works in the triennium 1921-2-1 was one lakh acres, the lowest in India. 
I’he flgures h)r other iirovinces w'ere 71 J lakhs in Madras, lakhs in 
Bombay Deccan, d4A lakhs in Sind, 24i lakhs in the United Provinces 
JOJ lakhs in the Punjab, IGJ lakhs in Burma, 10 lakhs in 
Bihar and Orissa, 4^ lakhs in the Central Provinces and 
4 lakhs in the North-West Frontier Province. The increased 
agri<‘ultural wealth due to Government irrigation works in the different 
provinces are thus recorded in official blue books: Madras Bs. G5 *5^ 
lakhs, Bombay Deccan Bs. 5 -38 lakhs, Sind Bs. Dl '54 lakhs. United 
Provinc(‘s Bs. 13*48 lakhs, Punjab Rs. 55 '03 lakhs, Burma Bs. 8-12 
lakhs, Bihar and Orissa Bs. 8*22 lakhs, Central Provinces Bs. 281 
lakhs, FrontiiM’ Province Bs. 2 20 lakhs and Bengal Bs. 78 lakhs. 

It may however be said that the Government of Bengal has no 
responsibility for this stati* of affairs. In pre-reform days th(‘ Govern- 
ment of India was wliolly respuisible for major irrigation works; but 
Government of Bengal had no hand in the matter of saiudioning capital 
expenditure for those works. 

But as the following facts will show the Irrigation Department of 
Bengal is equally res])onsible with the Government of India for the 
piesent <lisastrou,%=state of irrigation in the ])rovince. Their Tesjxmsibi- 
lity lies in the uinvise expenditure and the consequent waste of the 
rn])ital entrusted to them. Up to the eml of 1923-24, the capital cost 
of Government in igation and navigation wanks in Bengal was Bs, 4*22 
lakhs while the value of the total crop raised in the irrigated area (‘omeg 
to a hare Bs. 78 lakhs with almost equal and probably in some cases 
even less capital expenditure in comparably better results in cultivation 
and productivity have been attained in Sind, Burma, Bihar and Orissa, 
Hentral Provinces and North-West Frontier. Madras has secured an 
yield of more than Bs, 35^ erores on a capital of a little over Bs. 12 
mores while the Punjab gains Rs. 55-05 erores n year out of an invest- 
ment of Bs. 25*43 erores. Thus if the proportion of capital expenditure 
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io the inoi'eiise#] productivity of a^rnVwl^iriil, wenllli is considered, the 
Irrigation Department in Deiifjral [assesses tlie uneuviaMe distinction 
of occupyinprihe lowest jdace in India. 

Thei’e is another point that leHect;. ^reat jliscredit to the^enpil 
Irri^^ation Department. Tljere are no j)rodin‘tive irrigation woiks in 
IJcnpal. According to the official code the ])r(Hluctive irrigation works 
are those which are expected to he self-supj)orting, that is. to pay for 
their working as well as interest charges. Even exchiding works which 
are proteo^ve, is it not a disgrace that the t'Xperts iii our Irrigation 
I)f j)artment have nf)t keen aide to plan and execute one irrigation- 
project that is self-supporting while the net return on ca]>ital invested 
in irrigation works all over India is about 7 ’71 ])er cent, and in some 
piovinces it is much higher ? The return on capital on productive 
works in 1922-28 was Ra. In 80 in the Punjab and Rs. 19*70 irj Madras. 
It is clear that if the ]u*esent ])oli(“y of drifting is alhnved it will not 
l.( long before Bengal will be impoverished beyond rc<lemption. Wt* 
have to p^‘s^ for flu* formulation of a (*omprchensive scheme of irriga- 
tion, a scheme which will I'C fre<‘ fr<»m the whimsical vagaries of a 
few individuals and would be in the lumds of a body specially fitted to* 
discharge these g^ravc resjionsibilities. 

Besides the larg-ei’ (|uestion of ensuring the ecornunic develojimefit 
of the whole pro> im e there an* consideratiotis of imnu'diate ec-onomy 
invedved in my demand. For not onl> has this depjirtment failed to- 
tackle the jindilem <»f irrigation l>ut it has persisted in its course of 
sja'iiding* inofiey with leckless pndiision. 

I shall give only one or tw’o examples. The TToorhoora Khal has 
iH'Conie famous b^ now. In reply to questions in this House, it W'as 
admitted by the oracle of this dc*|»artment that the work was taken 
as completed. In other words, it was stopped, wlien only a third of 
the e.stimated work was done and the whole of the sanctioned amount 
was nearly exhausted. The irresistible conchision would be that either 
there was no neoessity for undertaking* sin li a volume of work f>r, if 
there was, the estimates were hopelessly beside the mark. In the 
former case it would apiiear that a larger vedume cd work was assumed 
in order to obtain the maximum grant. The* (»ther alternative* is but 
a poor compliment t(» the effieicuH N of tin* eng-ineers concerned. AVhat- 
ever it was, the scheme has invidved a tre?nendous waste and we have* 
had to fork out a thousand rupees for this purpose in the budget year. 

Here is another little thing. We find that the IIouMe must juovide 
Rs. 15,500 for maintenance and repairs to the Dredger “ Ronaldshayt’" 
that white elephant of the Grand Trunk Canal. The Canal is dead 
hut this elephant subsists and the people have nothing else to thank 
foi this but the wise head which in purchasing it in a hurry displayed 
more shrewdness and foresight than the best commercial magnates of 
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the present day. The mainteoanee and repairs char^jres, not tp 
of interest charges on the capital outlay, must ])erforce be met whilA 
this dredger and hcveral others are kept idle for want oL.work and for 
aught we know will be for elernity. Of inefficiency and iiresponsibility 
this isu probably the finest examjde. This is how Government exi»ress 
their deep anxiety and c oncern for the dumb millions of the land. The 
crying need, Sir, to-day is sanitarv^ and economic improvement. Ini- 
gation is the main factor in effecting such improvement. My proposal, 
expresscnl concisely, is that an Imgation Board should be c'reated with 
technical, financial and ])opular representation oti it for *iormulating 
a comprehensive sc'heme, carrying it out and maintaining the works. 
Such a loard will eliminate the ])resent hojieless c-ondition of Govern- 
ment having to depend on a single man’s advice and caimc ity ;is well 
as the unhealthy procedure of doing everything behind cdosed doors. 
Funds, as and when necessary, could he obtained cdther from revenue 
or by loan and it will be the board’s duty to find such funds and see 
to their proper utilisation. The mistakes sc» far connuitted should be 
boldly rcM'tified even the izzaf of the department and of its greatest 
exponent should suffer in the proca^ss. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Mi Vresident. Sir, I beg 
to suppoit the niolion for rcMliu’tion of the <]eniand of IN. 17 lakhs jind 
odd tifider the head ‘‘XIII. — Irrigation — Woiking expcuises.” 1 do 
SC) with the express purj)ose of showing iny want of confidence in ti e 
department that have svslc*matieally neglec ted tin* iri igation woi k in 
the <liff(*rent diNtri<‘ts of Htuigal and s])e( ijilly in lht‘ district of Bankura 
wher(* it is nee(h‘d urgently. I do not know whether this particulai 
ch»purttnent is to be* blamed. «)r the Goveinnient of Bengal ns a whole 
is responsible for tics negligence*. Sj)paking tor m\ dis'rict of 
Bankuia, which is the* poorest of all the districts of Bengal 
imd where for failure of rains this veai- famine is raging 
over the district, I as extremely sorry to find that in the budget 
no provision has been made for undertaking the Birui Canal Scheme, 
which, T understand, has been a]>proved finally for immediate work. 
But I am sorry to find that no provision has been made. It is well 
known that for want of proper irrigation work the people of this district 
are some of the worst sufferers. People c*annot get drinking water, and 
they are dying by thousands, famine is a constant companion of the 
district and /ailure of rains !)rings about failure of cn)ps. The soil is 
fertile, but the people die of starvation for want of water to cultivate 
their lands. It has been acc-epted by all that this distress of the dis- 
trict of Bankura can easily l)e removed if proper irrigation schemes be 
ifndertaken, and all agreed that if the Birai Canal Scheme, the Suvan- 
kar Daura Sidieme and the Darkeijwar Reservoir Project l)e immediately 
taken in hand the sufferings of this poor district can be removed. 
During the last ten years more than a lakh of persons died of starvation 
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and diMiae in this district. 1 trust that^the Hon’bie Member in charge 
of this department will take some interest in this matter. I draw, his 
ipecial attention to these three schemes, ri:.. the Birai Canal Scheme, 
the Suvankar Daura Scheme and the Darakeswar Reservoir Project and 
request him to do his best to save the people of the district of BaXkiira. 

Rai HARCNDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to support the 
motion whi(‘h lias just been moved by Babu Naliniianjan Sarker. My 
frieml Mr. there are certain ingent irriga- 

tion schemes in tlie Bankura di'^trii t whicli lecjiiiie immediate atten- 
tion, but no money lias been provided in the luidget for carrying out 
those schemes. Mr. Chatttujee .should have been satisfied b\ knowing 
simply that a new Irrigation Division has been started in Bankura. 
Wliile people insist on moie and more effective irrigation \\orks (lovei’ii- 
inent ojieiis new and newei lirigation Divisions and subdivisions. So, 
if the schenle^ }»e not earned into tdVect. Mr. Cliatterjei* has only to 
thank the ill-luck of the Biinkura people. Certainl\ (loxeinment is not 
apathetic in this mattei becaus(‘. as I baAe sai<l, it has reiently sturteil 
a new Iriigation Division in Bankuia and it wants ti> speiul more Iffoney 
on it. Idien again, Sir, the Hon’ble Meiiib<*r in charge of the Irriga- 
tion Deoart meiit lias jn>.t m»u said tliat theie was no money to givi* 
1 fleet to tilt' .Maiptii ( anal Scheiiu* although the scheme was read,N loi 
execution. 'I'heie w.n im nione\ foi taking’ in hami the e\.a\ation of 
the Alaipui Canal lie<-:aN»' pe(q)le insisted that tin* canal should be e\<-a- 
vated ast‘ail\ as pos^ilde loiemove a hnig-felt dHliiully But money 
iH not wanting, Sii, foi ejeating a m-w >ubdi\is|i»n in Khulna. 

0-15 r..M. 

Not onl\ I timl ihat a good amount of niom*y was spent for 
the construction of the Khulna Kxemitive Kngineer's ofHce buildings, 
but what is more remarkabb* is that instead of Rs. 1(»,4()0 provichul for 
it in the budget of (rovernment actually contemplated an 

expenditure of Rs. 27,400 behind the back rif the ('ouiicil. (iovern* 
inent ha\e not enough money to proceed with or staH scliemes which the 
l»eoi>le insist should be taken in hand, but tbev have enough money for 
these purposes. Ag’nin the sf>ee(*b ot the llon ble Member of the 
Irrigation Dejiai tiiieiit this year- lias been made in the usual set form 
hut without any regard to the f)if)mi'es made last \eai. Last year in 
reply to one of our motioii.s in connection with the Lower Kumar rivet, 
the HoiCble Member — I stand corrected — the person presiding over |he 
Inigation Department, said that “ the Hoii'ble Member wdll viiij,t 
the.se parts in the Madaripur Bil loute in July and August next and 
get into touch with the local people and discuss the matter with them.'’ 
May I ask if the Hon'ble Member has ever visited the area or not? If 
be had, then something in that cntinection ought to have been said 

7 
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but in the introductory speech*«of the Hon^ble Member no refesmce has 
at all been made to that problem. 

One more point and 1 have done. I find that in the IrrigatidHi 
Department, although the budget is now prepared with fuller details^ 
yet unauthorised expenditure goes on as before. As I told you before, 
only Bs. 10,400 was sanctioned for the construction of the Ehulna 
Executive Engineer’s office buildings but Bs. 27,400 'wasifiroposed to be 
spent in that connection, or rather that is the figure which comes under 
the head “ Bevised estimate.” You can authorise ilnsanctioned 
expenditure for office and more Establishment, but whenever any urgent 
measure of irrigation is insisted on, the plea is always put forward that 
Government has no money. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: I want to support the motion which 
has been moyed by my friend, Mr. Naliniraiijan Sarker. I don’t want 
to say more than a few words at the fag end of the day regarding the 
district of Faridpur. The Irirgation budget has not provided anything 
for the betterment of the river Chandana. Since the year 1925 we were 
assiy^d time and again that a survey was being made and that the next 
monsoon a survey would be taken up. We have been repeatedly ask- 
ing Government as to what progress the survey has made and we have 
been told only after every two months’ inteivals that a survey was 
being made. That is the information I have been KU])plied w'itli from 
time to time by the Secretary of the department. Now this is the way 
the district is being treated by the department. A sehenie does not 
require money and I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Member on the 
manner in which the whole department is conducted and also the way 
in which the replies are given, it is strange a scheme could not be 
made ready in three years’ time; nothing is being done, but simply an 
obstructive procedure is adopted. I want to point out to Government 
whether it is not their duty to find out what irrigation w'orks are neces- 
sary in the district, but instead of doing that, they are shelving the 
8<*henn>N submitted to tlnun in thi" \'ay. It i^ a disgrace that 
Gov^ernment should treat reiiuests for information from the representa- 
tive of the districts (»n the progress made on urgent schemes with such 
scant com tesy, and I think that many members on this side of the 
House have had the same fate as myself in this matter. The deplorable 
state of the river Chandana is well known to many members of this 
House. Those w’ho have any knowledge of the district of Faridpur will 
bear me out how malaria and kala-aaar are ravaging both the hanks of 
this river and a scheme f»»r its improvement^ will not cost more than 

S R. 80,000 or a lakh at the most. Since ]92‘1. /.c., the beginnings 
second period of the leformed Council I hav^e been trying 
my best to move the Government in this matter, but although it is now 
almost six years nothing has materialised. I should have been satia- 
fied even if a scheme only was presented. My friend, Mr. Chatterjee^ 
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complained tliat no money was allotted although a scheme was sanc- 
tioned by Government for his district; b^t so far as my district is con- 
cerned, I have not been given a scheme even during the last six years. 
I strongly protest against the conduct of the department in shelving the 
question af dredging an important river with which the henMh and 
prosperity of the district is so intimately connected. 

With theaa words I support the motion. 

(The Hon’ble President was putting the question when the Hon’ble 
Irrigation Member stood up to make a reply.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I th ink I should point out that although the 
Ilon’ble Member has the right of reply the l*resident is not bound to 
call him unless he rises in hi-- place. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8 A I Y I D NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The demand of Ps. 17,0‘f.O(H) is for the 
upkeep of existing works for which capital accounts are kept. In ^ome 
ca.ses provision has been made for reconst niction of bridges which is 
necessary and as the works are in progress a commitment has been made. 
No reduction is possible in the amounts put down for “ Maintenance 
and Repairs,” ” Kstablishment ” and ” To(ds and Plant.” 

The mover has discussed the policy (»f the department : the pro- 
gramme of construction was vei y seriously int<*rfered with by the war: 
the lives ot valuable officers were lost and others were maimed, so that 
they could not return to duty. Prices soared to the skies and it has 
taken time to bring them down. Most of the ilifficulties arising frott 
the war have now been overcome except the replenishment of the staff 
to dekl with present-day demands. In spite oi thi'*, a new Division 
has been opened at Bankura to deal with irrigation schemes in Western 
Bengal and the Damodar ('anal under construction is now under another 
new Division: officeis have also been posted to Itajshahi and Dacca. 
The wwk on hand in addition to the maintenance of open works is 
sufficient to keep all officers more than fully employed and there have 
been cases of break-down due to overwoik. Though a scheme for the 
expansion of the dejiartment has been aiiproved by the Govermnent, 
it is not possible to put it into operation next year due to financial 
stringency: the scheme provides for the creation of a third circle of 
superintendence, two new Divisions at Dacca and Rajshahi, and six 
new Subdivisions at Mymen-ingh, Chittagong, Jessore, Jalpaiguri, 
Maldji and Jangipur and an equivalent staff of Overseers. When this 
expansion takes place the department will lie much lietter placed for 
dealing with the very large increase* in work which has arisen in recent 
years due to the demands from all over the province for new works. 

I have already dealt in my previous replies with the general work- 
ing of the department and Establishment charges. 
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In regard to the so-called^ failure of the department to s«lve the 
irrigation problem in Bengal ft should be remembered that the solution 
cannot be carried out in one day: all we can do is to proceed at a pace 
which is nieasured by the supply of funds. The Damodar Canal now 
under V*onstruction will irrigate about 200,000 acres, and the Bakreswar 
Scheme in Birbhum, which has also been commenced, will serve an area 
of 10,000 acres: the Berai Scheme in Bankura is ready but cannot pro- 
ceed for want of funds: the same applie^^ to the Bamnigram Scheme in 
Birbhum ; the Satkonia Scheme in Burdwan is expected shortly and 
will irrigate 15.000 sicres : schemes are undei piepaiation in the western 
portion of Midnapore which will iii igate about 20.000 acres and investi- 
gations are being made into imuiy other irrigation ca>es in Western 
Bengal, the more impoitant of which aie the Daikeswai' and Mooie 
Schemes in Bankura and Birbhum. Seveial cases have been examimd 
and have had to be abandoried because, aftei- carefully gauging the 
discharges of thv rivers, it was found that the supply was insufficient. 
In Malda, the Hoalia Scheme ha*' been sent to the Collectin' for action 
under Act ^'I and north of tlie (jaiiges we are working at s(*vtMal other 
important schem(*s. South of the rivei- th(‘ (lobia Nala flushing works 
will be ready for ot)eration this year afol tlo* Bhaijab Sclicme in Meh(*r- 
pur next yeai : the (fangakhali Soadighi S( heme in Midnapore is 
expected shortly from the Civil Ofliceis and the Amirabad Scheme in 
Contai will bo brought into (»perati(m this \ear : the pioject for improve- 
ment of th(* Aliapui Khal in Khulna is ready and awaits funds, while 
on till* other hand th<‘ Dolai Khal Schenn^ ir» Dacca has Ix^en dela\«Ml 
duu to the m‘Ci‘ssity foi- furthei emiuiiy into the finaneifil ])osition. In 
nfhlition to the work 1 havt* mentioned. en([uiiies an‘ Ix-ing made into 
a large numljci of other cases and lher<‘fore I do mtt think the acouiation 
can be btong-ht against the depart mt*nt that little is being acconiplished : 
as a matter of fact, the amount of mwv construction now on hand fai 
exceeds that which has been done f(U a good many years. 

In regard to the method of presenting tlje accounts, the Irrigation 
budget is now' presented in far g-reater detail tlian was tlic case a few' 
years, ago and 1 see no reasons f(u- alteiing the s\^tem: if the mendxM 
has difficulty in following the figures I am sine the Secretary and the 
Chief Engineer will be only too glad to help hini out of his difficulties. 

With these woids. Sir, 1 oppose the nu>tion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Don bh Member 
in order in making a speech w’hich does not cover the point.s i:ai.sed by 
the sjieakers but which covers only imaginary points? In otheiHrord'^, 
the Ilon’ble Member does not answer the points that w’ere specifically 
rai.sed l>y piany members on this side of the House but has answered 
points that w'ere not raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not up to me to suggest as to what course 
an Hou’ble Member should adopt to reply to the various points that 
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may be raised by members in the course of a discussion; it does not 
lie with me even to suggest that it is ess^tial that he should rememl)er 
what points were and were not raised. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: We a>k what i^ our remedy #AVhen 
we reiterate our (juestion«5 here and tlie Hoir]>le Mend)er doe> not reply, 
what is our remedy? 

Mr.PRESIDENT: ( >[ der. oidei . Tlie i»'nie<l\. it an> . lie>. with the 
iiieinbers tliem^elves. 

Tlie motion that the demand of Rn. IT.tt-l.ttOtl undm’ tlie head 
■' Xni. — Irrigation — AV(uking Expenses 1 m‘ reduced In R'^. 1(10 was 
then fiut and a division taken with the following leMilt : — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Atiquilah, Mr. Syed Md. 

Bagohi, Babu Romes Chandra. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. 

Baneriea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Danerjan, Babu Promotha Nath. 

Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. 

Basu. Mr. P. C. 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 

Bose. Mr. Subhas Chandra. 

Chakravartl, Babu Joglndra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chatterjee, Srijut Btjay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haflzar 
Rahman« 

ChaudMuH, Rai Harendranath. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. 

Das Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Ghoso, Babu Amarendra Nath. 

Ghosh Maulik, Babu Satyendra Chandra. 
Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizui. 


Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed 
Maqbul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kusem, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lat. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam All. 
Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Rahim, Sir Abd-ur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Oobinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sanyai, Babu Saohindra Narayan. 

Barker, Babu Nalmiranjan. 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Cacselif, Mr A. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Nadtab Bahadur 
taiyid«,^a«rab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
OhanbaH. 

Day, Mr. Q. a. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 8. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. S. 

Dhaae, Mr. M. C. 

Naeaiii, hm Man’ble Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 


Huteam, Maulvi Latafat. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Maeartney, Mr. 4. 8. 

MaeBean, Mr. 4. A. 

Maedonald, Mr. A. 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A. 

MeCluekie, Mr. E. T. 

Mitter, the Hon'ble Sir Provaeb phuBddr. 
Moborly, the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. 

Muhorji, Mr. S. C. 
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NtlMfi, Mr. W. H. 

Parrottf Mr. P. 

PrMitiM, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tht Hon’bl* Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra, of Nadia. 

Reid, MCf R. N. 

•aohM, Mr. F. A. 


tarbadhikari. Or. fir Oava Proaad. 
Barker, Rai Bahib Rebati Mohan. 
Battar, Khan Sahib Abdue. 

Bkinner, Mr. B. A. 

Tata, Major-General Godfrey. 
Thnmpton, Mr. W. H. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wardtworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 64 and the Noes f34 the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
14th March, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Conucil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 


Tite Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cdlcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 14th March, 1928, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present; 


The Ilon’ble the I^resident (Haja M\nmvtiia Natii Ray 
(^iiArniiTJRi, of Santosh), in the (Muiir, the four Ilon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council and two Ilon’ble Ministers and 113 nominated 
and elected members. 


Unstarred Question. 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Expenditure on Primary Education. 

72. Mauivi ABUL KASEM; (^/) Will the Hon'ble Ministei in 
<'haij^»-(‘ of the l)ej)artnienf ot Education be jdeased to state — 

(/) what was the lecurrin^^ ^^rant tor primary education in llen^^al 
lor 191d-| t, and 

(in what ^^as the ‘riant tor the same in 1920-27? 

Will the Ilon’ble Minister be {dea.sed to state what was the 
total (apital exjienditure on piimaiv education tor the period 1913-14 
to 1920-27? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur) (a) (i) In 1913-14 
the recurring grant for primary education was Rs. 18,70,556. 

(ii) In 1926-27 it was Rs. 24,75,000. 

(h) Figures for capital expenditure separately for primary educa- 
tion for the entire period from 1913-14 to 1920-21 are not available. 
The figures for such expenditure for the years from 1921-22 to 1926-27 
are as in the annexed statement. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of unstarred question 

No. 72. 



CJrantg to local bodioB. 



Year. 

Caf)ital 
<'liarj?08 for 
conHtruftion 
of 

J^irc’hayat 

Union 

S<hoolK. 

Uapital 
oharReH for 
repairs of 
I^ard 
Pninary 
Schools. 

Capital 
charges for 
Bibs’ 

Schools. j 

Direct 

grants. 

Total. 


Ks. 

Hh. 

Us. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

l!i2l-22 

1,20,(HM) 

82, .W2 


1,00.4 10 

2,02.008 

1U22 2:i 

i.o'i.oao 

82.r).'">2 


l,04.:i41 

2.05,803 

24 

112.000 

82,r>r>2 

25.000 

04,012 

2.(14.404 

1U21 25 

84,000 

82,552 

15,000 

Wh545 i 

2.(i2,007 

IU25.2n 

1,78,000 

1,(M1,002 

.50,000 

00,018 

2.07.020 

] 92(1-27 

.'■)r).ooo 

1.00,002 

25.000 

10 , 00 ,S I 

1.00.005 


A Mkmukh : Will the Iloii'lile Minislei lx* pleased lo ^tiite ulieilier 
this /iiuii of Ils. 24,75,000 includes that made to primary m liools aided 
by District ]b)ards'^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Yes. 

A Mkmukh: Will the Jlon’ble Ministei be pleased 1<' “talc whether 
this increase is due to the incieased number oi schools? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur; I 

want notice of this. 

Babu MANMATHA NATI-S ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this reduction in direct jxrants from Rs. 1,(J0,416 
to Rs. 10,()(i3 d\irin^ these six years i> any indication of a definite 
policy of (Joveinment ; and if s(», what is that policy? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur; I 

want notice. 

Babu aiTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why there has been this progressive decline in 
capital expenditure on primary education from 1921 to 1926? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur! 

Most of the amount has been spent on recurring* expenditure. 
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Motion of ** no conndenco *’ in the Ministers. 

Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Muktagacha Mymensingh: Fnder secticm 84A of the Rental Council 
Rules and Standing? Orders I be^ to ask for leave to move a ^f)te of 
“no-confidence ” in the two Ministers of which I have driven notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay T Imve youi' wrilttMi muice. 

(l'h(‘ wi itten notice was handed ovei J 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tjeave lia** been asked tcir by Maliaiaja Sliashl 
Kanta Achai’jyj) Cliaiidhuri, oi Mukta^aelia. to move a motion of “ no- 
confidence " in the Ministers, and I sliould like to knou ulieihei he has 
the leav(‘ of tlie f'oum il. As niativ as aie in fa\our of the niotum M ill 
kindly iise in their seats. 

(A rount Mas taken, iIk' HMjtiisite imnilao bcin'.t in lavoiit. leaNe Mas 
^^ranted. t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: la ‘ave is ^rantf'd ami under the iiiles 1 liave 
t(» fix a date. It has b(*en repi estuiled to me that under sca tion 18 T 
have to (d»tain the ct)nsetit of the Ia*a<h‘r of th<‘ House as to Mh(‘thei' he 
M’ould like me t<» take up the motion on (»m* of thes(‘ days. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: T do not oliject to the motion beinir taken up, but I do 
object tf> (ioveiiiment businrs^ bein^ cm imkicIumI upon durinj^*' these 
days h\ this motion You ha\(* ali<*a<l> lefeiU'd to section 18 of the 
rules; I liave nothin;.' futthei to add. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Am I to undeistand that von <d)je< t to my takin;r 
this iiM)tion on an\ da.\ uj) t(» the 2Tthy 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not possilile. Under section 84A I 
have to fix a <late M'ithin ten da.ys frjun to-day. T Mill jirovisionally 
fix M ednesday, the 21st, subject to His Excellency’s apjiroval. T^nlesfl 
His Excellency di.sappmves the action that I am provisionally taking?, 
that date will be fixed for the discussion. In case His Exeellency fixes 
any other day, that muII be communicated to you to-morroM*. 

2-45 p.M. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I know the hour? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Immediately after questions. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: If 

that is Id day, will it be possible for us to attend? 

A ^EMBRR : That is not Id day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I provisionally fix Wednesday, the 21st sub- 
ject to His Excellency’s approval. - 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: If 

that is not Id day, I have no objection. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

XIII, 15, 16 and 55. — Irrigation. 

Khan Bahadur MAULVI AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg* to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1 ,dG,()00 under the head “ ir)A. — Irrigation Works ’’ 
be reduced by Rs. 10b to diaw attention to the heavy establishment 
charges and to its working. 

When I j^ave n(»tice of this motion, littli* did I lealise that the 
condemnation of tlie Irrij^ation Department would come from so pro- 
minent a person as Sir William Wib'oks, om* of the greatest authorities 
on irri^fation problem that we know of. The Department of Irrip^ation 
hitherto has been existiiijr for trade, tratfi<‘ and navigation and consider- 
ed little for the economic development or of sanitation of the people, 
W’ith the result that to-day we know that the Department of Irrifration 
has no riv(*r nor Avaterways jxdicy whatever. The schemes of this 
department are the bye-oroduet of individual id iosy m lasies (U* whims 
of particular officers of this <lepartnient. 1’h(‘ (ountiy has been waitinjr 
ever since the days of Reforms for a definite' pedie y, now that Irrijration 
is a provincial subject. So lon^ as it wa^ an Tmj)erial subject that 
could not be done. We have now our fimuu es to look to, now that it 
is a provim ial subject, and the time Ini'* ( ome for us or our repre- 
sentatives to speak and declare what that policy should be, and 1 hope, 
the Hon’ble Member will do something in order to reconcile the public 
demand with the needs of the depaitment. Rut what do we find to-day? 
A number of isolattul. disjointed scdii ines, but no comprehensive pro- 
gramme or polii y of any kind. In past years we have found that during 
the* time of tlu‘ general discussion of the budget the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of Irrigation used to give answers on the general policy of the 
department. For some reason, I do not know why, that constitutional 
convention of replying to the debate during the general discussion has 
been abandoned by Government siiu'e last year. I submit that this is 
practically taking aw^ay one of the rights of the Council. 
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To come to my point, irrigation has never been thought of except 
as to its potential value for so many inland soun es of traffic. Whether 
it is a question of the Bhagirathi or the Madaripur Bheel, or the inner 
and outer boat routes, we find that in the interests of navigation the 
expenditure of lakhs and crores has been incurred. liooking ug only 
this morning I found in an interesting book that in the interests of 
navigation the River Kumar was closed at its off-take from Matha- 
bhanga bv sinking caissons tilled with bricks and boats laden with earth 
to diminish its flow. That was in 1820, and it was simply in the 
interests of the Calcutta Port. We are still reaping tlu‘ benefits of the 
polit y initiated about 100 yeais bat k. Since then the constitution of 
the (jovernment has jirogressed much to-day. In the meantime the 
problem of water scarcity bas come to be more and more chronic 
throughout Bengal ; several commissions have come and gom* and, 
whether Irrigation is an Imperial (u a Provim ial concern, have unani- 
mously commented that water scarcity is very (dironic in the province, 
especially in the districts of Na<lia and dessore. ddje Irrigation Depart- 
ment has however allowed oui rivers ('’huini, lihamati, Bhairab, 
Jalangir, Bhagirathi, Nabaganga and Kumar to get choked up, and we 
have been told by the greatest rivei engineer that it is a hopeless task 
to try to revive tliem : we are given no reason for this. Are we ]>aying 
laj’g(‘ salari(‘s simply to be told that this a hopeless task. 1 ask the 
lion l)le Memb(*r in charge of tlie department, how many times his (diief 
Kngineer has gone to the local aieas to find out any definite solution of 
the |)roblem. 1 ask whether the Chief Engineer has eviui chosen to 
acipiaint himself with the local suri oumlings. On the other hand, as 
a contrast 1 find that another (treat Enginet r has conn* to this (‘ountry 
and has comlemned the polo y ol the Inigation Di'partment in no un- 
scathing teinis and no notice of this has bt‘en taken by the Oovernnient. 
In a iountr\ like Bengal with its abundant rainfall, ’with its subsoil 
water level, it should be (juite an eas\ pi(d)lem foi anv river (‘ngineer 
to tackle, d’lieiv are other countries wheie the situation ami cinum- 
stances are entiielv dillerent. '! he estjiblisliment cluirges art* howevi*r 
going higher tind higher. lo ipiote only a nu-ent instanci*. I'he 
G(>vernment of Bengal appointed a Bctrenchmenf Committee, I do not 
know with what intention, but they imnle definite pioposjils, anti 1 (juote 
fiom the report of ilte ('ommittee whi< h sjiys that establishment clmrges 
are unduly high. That was in the year P122-28. when the establishment 
charges were Rs. f),2n,o!14. ami to-day I find it is roughly about Rs. 14 
lakhs. Where are the talks of ?♦ trenchment ? Are these Rs. 5 lakhs 
of additional expenditure justified within last fi*w yearsy Are we to 
un(h*rstand that these ( harges have risen sinijdv because the bmlget of 
the Irrigation Department is a jdienomenon not intelligible even to the 
Hon ble Meml>er in charge, not excluding his Secretary? One of the 
comments of the Retrenchment Committee was that the accounts as 
presented in the Budget are notoiuVms for (heir complexity. This com- 
mittee Was composed of an I.C.S., officer, one of the greatest business 
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men who have been most successful in life, and another was an able 
lawyer; even they found the greatest difficulty in ascertaining facts. 
I ask the Hon’ble Member whether the accounts are prepared in this 
jnanner so that they may not be intelligible to the average man, and 
that the people may not really understand the reasf>ns for this increased 
expemfiture. J will not say mu<h, hut only show you an instance as 
to how this budget is presented. I find in the Irrigation Department 
budget a particular scheme is noted and which we have to accept; the 
word “ Amirabad ” is written. I do iif)t know whether this is an animal, 
a beast, a river, a tank or a scheme rd irrigation. 1 find in another 
place “ refuge mounds.” Itefuge mouiuK of what'' Are they refuge 
mounds for burying the many schemes nurtured in the cool shade of the 
riiief Engineers Room in the Secretariat. Then theie is another item. 
I want to know what the w(»rd “ Monikhali *' means. Will the Ilon’ble 
Membe?- kindly f)iej)are a dictiomnv s(» that we inay find out the mean- 
ings of tliese words h So fai- as the (jnestion ot establishment charges 
is conceiri<‘d. I find fliat in spile (d the high establislnnent {‘barges, 
the general complaint is that the local <*ondition> are not known to the 
depaitnient. I will give one instanc{*, as to how schemes are prepared. 
You know' w(* have sanctioned a very lar‘:e anojunt oi money for the 
Dhairab thit in Nadia distri<*t. l'h<‘ othei (la\ it came to our n(»tice 
that this has Immui done without any refcieme to the Distiict Magistrate, 
tin* District ]h»anl or the people {-oiicejncil. I want to know whether 
this is the wa>' in which the Irrigation D(‘i)art nient can possibly expect 
to do things. If you will consult the Distiict ftfhcer, tlo' District Hoard 
and the local fieoplc, th(*y will always l)e able to tell you much better 
aud that the whole Hhairab pioject is Ixnind to tail unless something 
is dom* for tin* Sealmari proj(‘( t in Muishidabad distiict. Yet nothing 
is being done for this project. -\n<l we aie spiuiding IN. I,5t),d00 only 
be<‘ause we w ill get a watei- spill tlnoe lo da.vs in eveiv year. This is 
how local conditions are Ixu'ng studied by the dejiaitment. 

T will not sa\ anything so for as the di<Mlgt'rs aie concerned bet ause 
T Imve another motion in this connecti(»n, but I do say that these 
diedg<*rs are adding to tln‘ establishnn nt { haig-es without any 
, corres])onding benefit to the public. If the Iloirble Member will 
kindly make an inquiry into these establishment charges, he will be 
able to find the reason why a proicj-t like the Grand Trunk Canal 
was sanctioned and a dredger purchased even before the scheme matured. 
The general feeling is that this department has no concern with the 
actual realities and surroundings, but it chooses to do things from the 
Secretariat without even {onsulting the local officers on the spot. 

Else I wonder how such an answ er could be prepared in reply to Khan 
Bahadur Ekramul Huq that the river Jalangi was not a running stream. 
In these circumstances I do move that the demand be reduced as j| 
protest of the House against the establishment charges which are mucli 
too high and incommensurate with the work done. 



1928,] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 


109 


O P.M. * 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sii\ 1 l)eg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 1,36,500 under the head “ 15 A. — Irrigation — Irrigation 
works l)e reduced by Re. 1. ^ 

Sir, I bring forward this motion in order to discuss the policy and 
work of this department. There is no d<mbt thlft the problem of proper 
irrigation is a matter of vital importance to the (‘ountiy and that the 
health and wealth of the country dej>end upon a proper solution 
of the (juestion. In discussing the pre^^ent (piestion I shall use the 
opinion of a great expert, I mean Sir William Willcocks, who only the 
other day, under your piesid^ncy, Sir, deilveied at tlie Riitish Indian 
Association an interesting address dealing with the present question. 
We have it on the authority of Sir William Willcocks that the decay of 
both health and wealth is due to the fa<t that the couhtr> has been 
dej)rived of its rich red flood water owing to the silting up of ancient 
canals. W e have it fn)m liim, Sir, that health and wealth had always 
accompanied the system of “overflow irrigation,” which had been 
evolved by the wisdom of the gieat Kings of ancient Rengal ami which 
for thousands of years had eiisureil the full use of the red water of the 
(ianges flood. We have it again from him that malaria ami poverty 
have followed the abandonment of this overflow irrigation. Our benign 
Oovernment has alway> claimed the trusteeship (»f the dumb and pijot 
millions, but Sir illiam illcocks has deploieil tin* apathy and in- 
action of ( fovern meiit . In hi^ uoi'ds, the (TO\ernmcnf of India have 
never identified lhems(dve'> \\ith the [)eo])le of India. They acted .^s 
if tliey had no duty oi obligation to the jmvetty-stricken people. It is 
for this reason that they turned down tin* most necessary projects and 
delighted in leclaiming des(*rts where there* were no pool people fo 
provide for. In Kgyjit. howevei. the Oovernment and the pei»ple are 
e-onsideied a^ one. We have it au'ain from the same expeit that if 
Kgypt had been treated like India, it woubi have* been a howling 
wilderness to-day. The monsoon rainfall has saved Oentral lleiigal 
fiom this fate and has concealed the decay of the system of irrigation, 
but its pliglit is bad enough. We have if also on the same authority that 
miles and miles of tlie great <*anals have been allowed to be silted up 
and degraded. This neglect has been called the hand of Ood, while 
the canals have been callerl rivers. Sir William Willcocks considers 
that the Drainage rommiffee of Bengal is wholly w/ong in calling the 
uncleaned canals as dead rivers. Sir William declared that they were 
canals dug by men. In his opinion success will be a.ssured if we 
project our work.s on the spacious lines of the men of old. The over- 
flow irrigation of Bengal is no hole-and-corner patch work doomed to 
failure like the ridiculous Midnapore and Eden Canals, which lose money 
and play at irrigation. It is not engineering, Sir William says, as 
he has learnt it, to design works which put second things first and first 
things second. Sir William Willcocks again calls upon the engineers 
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to reject their own proposals in the Dammar project and do an of 
simple justice to a population whose number cannot be under a million. 
In the words of this great expert, the real remedy is the restoration 
of the perfect system of overflow irrigation. The canals must be 
restored and must have all obstructions removed and cleared under a 
scheme spread over a reasonable number of years, each yearns 
experience being a guide for the following year. Sir William Willcocks 
again laments that although Bengal has poured millions upon millions 
into the common treasury of the whole of India, this province where 
has lain the seats of Government for 150 years has become poorer and 
poorer and more unhealthy. We in this Council expect our irrigation 
expert — I mean the Hon^ble Nawab Bahadur — to give us his opinion 
on the points which I have placed before you. Those considerations, 
however, give rise to distressing and painful reflections. They indicate 
to a very large extent the glorious isolation from the vital needs of 
the people in which the Government moves. If this is a* sample or 
specimen of the policy of the Government, it only justifies the widely 
accepted verdict of the people that our Government is l^sed upon the 
policy of economic exploitation and that the Simon’s Commission is 
a further attempt to consolidate and stabilise this exploitation. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Mr. President, Sir, the mover of this 
motion has criticised Government’s irrigation policy in general terms. 
Both he and the last speaker referred at some length to that very 
interesting lecture at which you presided, Sir, last week — the lecture 
given by Sir William Willcocks. The lecture was not largely attended 
and perhaps I may preface wdiat I have to say by summarising Sir 
William WiUcooks’ conclusion. The main theme was that /the land 
requires silt-laden water: he called it the red water of the flood. That 
Sir, iff incontestable. It is the flood water which has produced such 
prosperity in Egypt and probably in ancient days in Mesopotomia. 
Sir William Willcocks dealt with Central and Western Bengal. 
Western Bengal is a country of embanked rivers. The rivers are 
trained between buruE. Sir William Willcocks called them Satanic 
chains and he would have them levelled to the ground. As for Central 
Bengal. Sir William Willcocks affirmed that the whole countryside 
in ancient days had been covered by a net work of artificial irrigation 
channels and that that net work could be resuscitated by means of a 
bariage, which he suggested should be placed across the Gauges, some 
few miles above Sarda in Rajshahi some 20 miles above Sarah Bridge. 
Sir, it is a great pity that we did not, while he was out here, get a 
more considered opinion from him. He is one of the greatest authorities ^ 
on irrigation; he is probably the greatest authority in the world on 
the delta of the Nile. He came to Bengal for a short time and 
into the hands of Dr. Bentley and was taken into Central Bengal and 
I l)elieve as far as Dacca. If he had been taken down to the sea face, 
if he had been taken to Sandwip, Hatia, Dakhin Shabaxpur or even as 
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far as Barisal, he would nevj^r have been led into the mistake in which 
Dr. Bentley led him. He would have realised that between the cir- 
cumstames of the formation of delta in Bengal and the cir- 
cuinatances of the formation of delta in the Nile there is a radical 
difference. The Nile falls into the Mediterranean a tideless sea, ihe 
Ganges and the Meghna fall into the Bay of Bengal where there is 16 
feet tide. Your chemists will tell you that it is a scientific fact that the 
deposit of silt takes place most completely at the point at which fresh 
water l>earing silt meets water with salt in solution. At the mouth of 
the Nile this is a comparatively definite point; it does not change. In 
the delta of Bengal according to the tides and according to the season 
you may have salt water at Narayanganj and you may have perfectly 
fresh water at the southern end of Sahdwip. The difference in the 
resulting deltaic formation in the two localities is most obviously seen 
if you will look at the nautical maps of these deltas. If you look at 
the nautioal map of the Nile delta showing the depths you will see that 
the 5 fathom line is within a few hundred yards of the shore. If you 
look at the imutical map of the Ganges and the Meghna, you will see 
that the 5 fathoiii line is dG miles from the nearest land. In this part 
of the world the rivers form a wide shelf out into the sea. The existence 
of this shelf means two things. It means that the formation of land at 
the mouth of the delta is much more haphazard and fortuitous than it 
would be and is at the m(»uth of the Nile, If two hundred years ago 
the zamindar of Bhulua in Noakhali had sunk a shipdoad of cement 
ill the mouth of the Meghna off the coast and If he had been in luck 
and it he had put it exactly in the right place, it might have subse- 
quently caused the formation of a zamindari many hundreds of square 
miles in extent. 


3-15 P.M. 

It a shipload of cement had been sunk two miles oft Alexandria two 
hundred years ago, it would lie there now like a large pebble at the 
Ixittom of the sea and nothing more. Inside the delta the result of 
the tide has been first that there is very much le.ss slope on the delta 
in Bengal than there is in Egypt. Rivers fur more easily change their 
course and they are doing it every day. Sir William Willcocks talked 
alwut the permanent ribs in the Egj^ptian delta. We have no per- 
manent ribs in the Bengal delta. Streams are formed here and are 
kept open by the tide which in Egypt if they had formed at all would 
have promptly silted up again. In particular cases, it is very difficult 
to explain how the tide manages to keep them open until we remember 
that as the world goes round, the tide makes first at the Eastern end of 
a channel running from East to West and at the Western end some- 
time later. Whatever may be the cause we frequently find that in the 
Bengal delta streams transversing to the direction of the drainage are 
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.quite common; but in Egypt they are not. Sir William Willcocks was 
taken by Dr. Bentley to the bank of the Pudda in Nadia and in Murshi- 
dabad. He saw there streams transverse to the direction of the drain- 
age. His experience of Egypt told him to say to himself that these are 
xontrSry to nature and they must be the work of man’s bands. Then he 
turned to the Puranas for confirmation. Sir, in correspondence which 
I had with Sir William Willcocks in the Statesman , I pointed out that 
we in Bengal have a map of the delta made by Rennel about 17G5. 
That map show's the Pudda flowing from the neighbourhood of the 
present Goalundo direct to Barisal. The Arial Khan river was the main 
strealn in those days. A steamer — if there had been steamers in those 
days — would not have gone in 1770 from (joalundo to ('handpur with- 
out going to Barisal and up the Meghna. During subsetiuent years the 
Pudda found a little khal starting from somewhere near Harirampur in 
the Dacca district to llajbari wdiere the old Mat stands now on the bank 
.of river. In the next 100 years by gradual infiltration the main 
waters^'of the Ganges found their way into that khal and made it Hie 
wide streams now flowing past Loharganj into the Meghna. The old 
bed of the river towards Bari.sal has been deserted and is now' a dying 
river. Here Sir, w'e have a living example — an example of which we 
have direct evidence of a river which was once tlie main 'stream leaehing 
a state of decay without ever having been touclied by man’s hands. 
And the same is the origin of the Jilingi and the Matabbanga rivers 
and of the Gorai rivcu*. It we liad a map ot the delta of thousands of 
years ago, we would probably find that Jilingi was the main stream of 
the Pudda. f^ir Willcocks must not rely too 'much on the Puranas for 
it is easy to quote against him the tradition of tlie Ganga Sugar which 
makes the Hooghly the original mouth of the Ganges. So much tor 
ancient irrigation in Central Bengal. 

I now' turn to the proposition of the embanked rivei-s of Western 
Bengal. The embankments should be demolished. Can w'e do it? 
For answer 1 would ask whether you have ever seen an embanked river 
in flood or whether you have noticeil the attitude of the villagers. Why 
do they patrol the banks, not only by day, but with flares and torches 
throughout the night? They are guarding their own bank lest some 
boat should sneak out from the other side and make a breach in the 
bund. A bi-each means ruin to the crops in the land behind. The 
policy of embankments may have been a mistake when it was initiated 
in Moghul times, but you could not remove those embankments now' 
unless you employed imported lalmur working under a military guard. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: I think 1 
should l)e failing iamy dutjito my constituency of Chittagong if I do not 
join my voice of protest and condemnation against the conduct of the 
Irrigation Department of Bengal. The people of the district of Chitta- 
gong are not aware of the existence of the Irrigation Department at 
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all. There have been about 6 or 7 irrigation schemes launched in the 
district of Chittagong and are before the local authorities; but up till 
now no assistance has been given by the Irrigation Department. There- 
fore, I beg tp support this token cut of one rupee. There is no regular 
irrigation policy in the department. I think the department ought to 
have examined all the schemes of different distric ts in this province 
together instead of taking them division by division in West Bengal 
and in Central Bengal, etc. Sir, during the general discussion of the 
Budget last year as well this year I mentioned all these schemes of the 
Chittagong district hut I do not find any attempt has been made or any 
steps taken in-order to alleviate the miseries of tlie j)eo]>le. 1 mentioned 
about the re-excavation of the Dhurrugh Khal which has U^en silted up 
for the last 20 years. Althougli there has been some local attempt to 
re-excavate the khal it was not po^sible for the lo<*al people to bring it 
to a succesful issue. Then there is the Silonia Bhil. It is situated 
near the Munsif’s Court Station. There a large area of land is always 
under water and water-hyacinth is growing there. I'he i»eople round 
about that area are suffering from malaria, cholera and kala-assar. 
There is also the Gunarmordan Bhil whic h has also got to be drained, 
because the people round about that bhil are suffering very muc h. No 
step has yet been taken hs the Tri4gation Defiartment to alleviate their 
distress. Tlieie aie also oilier projects. One of tliem is the cutting of 
the bends of the Halda Kiver. Mr. Sachse saw it himself and was very 
sympathetic But up to this time no .step has becui taken for cutting 
the bends. 'I’lie irrigation staff simply spend their tinM‘ in gauge read- 
ing and surveying the land r«»und about. We have been saying for 
many years that the drainage of the Siloina Bhil and the cutting of tlie 
Halda River should be taken in hand. The gauge reading of the ITnIdn 
River has been going on for the last six years. But nothing has been 
done. Recentlv 1 leaint that theie have been so many sclienies of 
iirigation at Chittagong that the Commissioner of the Chittng>ng Divi- 
sioii rcHiuisitioned the Irrigation Department ff»r the services of an 
Irrigation Engineer. But unfortunately I learnt that the soiVi^es of 
an Engineer have been refused on the ground that there is pauc’ity of 
irrigation Engineers. We see so much money is being spent in the Irri- 
gation Department hut nothing has lieeii done towards removing the 
grievances of the people. If these schemes hid heen carried out the 
|>eople would have been very muc li benefited and cholera, mularia and 
kala-axar would have been unknown. If Government had turned their 
attention to these, I am .sure there would not have liecn so much dis- 
conieni in the country. So I again draw the attention of the (tovern- 
nient and suggest that there should be a regular policy of the Irrigation 
Department for the whole of Bengal and that the department should 
not eonfine it.s attention .simply to Central and Western Bengal, neglect- 
ing other parts of the Province. 


8 
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Mr. 8ARAT C. BA8US Mr. IVenident, as the discussion is goin^ 
on ivgarding the Damodar Canal which affects my district, I 
feel it nij' duty to suhiuit something’ with referen -e to that scheme. 
^J'here is hardly any scheme for irrig’ation or for anything else which 
goes Ttnchallenged. This can he said of any scheme — this can be said 
hotli for and against any scheme. Sir Williaiii Wilhocks in his note 
has adverted to this: that it will not In* beneficial in any way, thoigh 
it will be conducive to the formation of malarial atmospiiere in the 
district. Of course we are m»t experts and we aie not in a position to 
say anything one way or the other. But by dint of common sense I 
agiee with him in this that there may be iirigatbm scltemes but not 
at the cost of the natural channels. One (rf tlie defects of our sche.oes 
has been tliat they were smcessful at the cost of the iiatiual channels 
existing at the time. Now Burdwan, wliick v»as at one time a very 
healthy pla(‘e, has deteriorated and malaria has been lampant because 
of two things. First, the construction of tlie Damodar embankment 
for the ptotection of railways and, secondly, for the neglect of the 
natural channel existing in the district. 

ri-dO |*.M. 

The natural channels have been starved on account of the fact that 
water may (ome and the country be made water-logged. Doctors and 
Sanitary Engineers put their heads together and (‘onsidered a scheme 
and effectuated it — there is a river there, Banka, which must be starved 
and dried up. At one time it was a source of water-su])])ly to almost 
the whole district — of drinking water and irrigation water at any rate 
to a considerable i)ortion of the district. That has now been ronverted 
into a little khal, and the result has b(*en that th(‘ country has been 
made very very malarious. Then (lov’ernment took uj» the Damodar 
Canal scheme with the object of .supplying drinking water to the 
district, but they .soon found that instead of supplying drinking watei', 
it could be made a source of ])rofit bv letting out winter for the pur]X)se 
of irrigation levying some tolls on the land, and they left aside 
altogether the original scheme for the su]>plv of drinking water. But 
what is tlm result It sup]ilies irrigation water 'udy to a verv small 
area, and in other areas altlumgh Government (Mitered int(» a contract 
with the landlords for the su])ply cd drinking water, the fact is that 
people cannot get water when it is wanted and distribute it in the 
fields. But when w’ater is not wanted, that is to say, in the October 
season, to wdiich Sir Willimn Willc' cks has referred, when there is excess 
of water, that excess of water is let into the fields, and the result has 
been a sericnis griev'ance in the whole district. But with reference 
to the s<‘heme that has now been taken in hand, one thing has been 
lost sight of. The object is not simply the snoolv of irriiration water 
to the field, but there is another important object, namely, to take 
away the flood water. The river Damodar has been a source of menace 
to the country peojde. In the October season great rush of water 
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comeii in, which endangers tlie einhankmenfs wliicli keej) tlip safety 
of the lailway, and the present canal— I hope it w ill be allowed to be 
roiistructed — will take off a considerable portion of the water that 
c(unes in during floods and lemains in the tra< fs all round. Nk)w in 
t]»e Burdwan district theie is the river Danuxlar and theie is the river 
A jay. We know what havoc is played by these two riveis during the 
rainy season. There is hardly any protection .against flood. Before 
the Permanent Settlement of Bengal it was the duty of the 7ainindars 
to take precautionary measures against water coming into and drown- 
ing the villages all round. Government thoiig-ht that tlie jrrotective 
niea.siires taken by the zamindais were inadequate, and. therefore, the 
allowances of zarnindars were taken away, and (loveniment took this 
work in their own hands, (lovernrirent could not tnrst the zarnindars 
ariV'inore. What has been the resrrlt ? The zarnindars are not given 
the all< 3 ^rtnce, and they are no longer respfinsible for tin* protection 
against flood water. The Government having taken u])on themselves 
tlie resjKinsibility declared to the public that tbe\ will be insurnoce 
against flood. But ever since tbe Regulations. (*ver sirue the Perma- 
nent Settlement, ever since the zamindais were relieved of tliis ros- 
ponsihility, we do not find that any amount has been s])<*nt b\ tbe 
frovei'nment forwards tbe scheme for the jrrotcction of the ])eopb* n'raiint 
flood. Tn fact tlie reason why Government took it out of tin* hands 
of the zarnindars is that they must he impoverished because they cannot 
be trusted. But who is to he trusted ? After (tovernment took it 
in their own hands, they have not spent a single farthing on it. The 
einharikrnents are there, of (‘ourse Government take steps for the purpose 
of preserving tlie ernhankrrients tor the protection of railways- -the 
ordy one embankment in rny district is tbe Damodar embankment. 
Tlie lesiilt has been that the river is getting higher and higher, it 
is nienaeirrg the country around, and there is no way out of it now. 
It is all very well to make an analogy between one country and anotber, 
but it reejuires locaU knowledge and knowledge of tfo' locr.l ( onditioris 
for the finding of schemes and measures to prot<*et against floods that 
the j.eople are threatened witli. Now as long as tin* D’>niod.ir emb.iiik- 
rn. Ill will remain in e.xisten^ e, and its basin will get bighrr and higlier, 
someililng w'ill have to be done Indh for tbe jrrote lioi. of tbe railways 
and tor th« jrrotection of the country. As regards the present Damodar 
f ’aiial, I do not know how’ far it will succeed, but that depends upon 
the exfiert irrigation knowdedge. It will take away some of the water 
which threaten.s the Burdwan tow’ii and the c*ountry around it during 
every rainy season, specially in the months of September and Gctolrer, 
and in addition to that it will be a fruitful source of irrigation water 
to the fields lying around. Whether it would he effective of that 
purpose, that is moi»^ than we can say, not being experts. Mv idea, 
therefore, is to suggest to the Government experts and o^lficers that 
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while t%kin^f in hand this scheme, they ought to consider that the 
re-exfavatioii of the river Banka and other rivers, which have been 
starved, should be opened out along with the scheme, and measures 
should be adopted for the even distribution of water for protection 
purjioses, and schemes should also be made for the supply of water 
to the Burdwan Water-works. If these schemes are taken in hand, 
so far as the Burdwan district is concerned, I am sure it will be produc- 
tive of great good to the district. It will be a great boon ?n providing 
water to the fields and taking off the flood water from the Damodar 
and A jay rivers. So I should object to the scheme being dropped, and 
my ])rayer to Government wmdd be to reconsider the scheme att to 
take such mipiiSures as would be productive by inainlaining the existing 
channels in an irrigable condition. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would not have iiUe^vcRecJ^al this 
stage to discuss Ihe Irrigation policy of (he (iovernment, byt; before 
I proceed to discuss the general policy of the Government in the matter 
of Irrigation T shall answer the remarks that have been made by 
Mr. Thompson and which have surprised this side of the House to a 
very great extent. In the first place, bis remarks with regard to 
Dr. Bentley are obje(‘tiouable and not at all complimentarv to Sfr 
Williafii^ Willco( •ks. T suppose that Rir William Wilcocks is not sf) 
ignorant that he will be led into mistakes by Dr. Bentley and I suppose 
that he has some experience of rivers and maps and of irrigation and 
can come to an independent conclusi<m. Dr. Bentley is an earnest 
worker, a true friend of Bengal and India and a gentleman in whom we 
have complete <‘onfidence, aiid hence an eye sore to all such that care 
more for their position than for the province they serve. In his own 
way he has arrived at certain conclusions, which to his credit are similar 
to that of Sir William Wilcocks and the.se he supports with fact.s, 
figures, diagiams and statistics <()nipiled aftei earnest work and reseandi 
in his admirable book on Malaria and Agriculture in Bengal. T do not 
wish to pursue the matter further. T know that h% has many enemies. 

T should like to a.ssure him that he has many many friends.^, 
Mr. Thompson has »pent much useless energy in attempting to differen- 
tiate the delta of the Nile from the delta of the Ganges. Sir William 
Wilcocks has never suggested that there is any paiallel between them; 
on the other hand he has stated that the irrigation of the Bengal delta 
is peculiar and stands (juite by itself. With regard to his remarks 
on emhunknieuts. the reason why the villagers fear the flood to-day 
is that not only have whole (diannels that would naturally contain the 
water during a flm)d been choked up, but the ehannds that should have • 
served as drains are now non-existent, and cannot take away the water. 
Also the water that should have flooded seven rivers now flows through 
one channel, and the danger now is grentei than it will be when all the 
channels have been excavated. Mr. Thompson has misrepresented • 
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Sir William Wilcocks. Sir fl^illiam never sug^gested that the embank* 
ments should be done away with, I do not think that he is such a poor 
Engineer. What he suggested was that they should be pierced near 
offtakes so as to permit the red river water to flow into the channels, and 
there should be regulators to see that too much water does not flow 
through them for thei» is danger till •Kin h time as all the channeTs have 
not been opened up. 


Now, Sir, if I am to refer to the general polhy ot tlie Government, 
it has landed us in disaster. The results are obvious— a dead dying 
country, dead and dying rivers, less cultivation, mon* malaria, more 
deaths and disease, no adequate water-supply The remedy s\iggestod 
is .shortly this— restc»re the rivers, re-excavate the channels ami oj)en 
their offtakes from the Ganges or other main stream; flo not he afraid 
of the m^giving water; also do not think it is your pn»perty. it is the 
property of tTi© pc‘C)ple. lake a lesson from the riv(»r s\st<‘ni of China, 
Cochin China, the Trrawady; and if you do not go so fai . take* a lesson"'^ 
from the work of Sir Arthur Cedton in the Tanjorc distrh-i on the 
Cauver>^ river and the Godavari and Krishna deltas. In t]\e Cauvery 
river the courf-e of the water along a Iccw IkmI \cas divtu'ted to a higher 
bed, and tlie water flowed down alotig this bed througli innumc'ruhle 
branches flushing and iriigating tlie country, and the land uas rich and 
plentiful. I may tell you that this systcun of irrigation was introducecl 
by the (.’hola Raja about dOt) 11. f’., by a dynasty whicli had come out 
of Bengal juid was familiar \^ith the irrigation system here. In 
cc)ur''C of time, tin* '.N'stoni (htcuiorated and the* uater again 
flowed down the old <lianncl. Sir Arthur Cotton put hack the edd 
system afid again tin* land ua^ f?c*s|i and smiling, free from malaria. 
While toiincilx nialaria in tho>v parts could <*ompaie with the malaria 
in (’cntral and estern Bengal, so much s<» that rcdadlion by the ]>eop!e 
at their n<‘glcct was imminent - to-da> it is piactically free from the 
disease. Ileie in oiu own pifivincc, the sy.stmi has been tried at Jangi- 
piii, namely, flushing the drains \\ith slit-laden livei water, and the 
place is far more healthy than the surrounding a)c*as. Sii Arthur Cotton, 
speaking of the eiudemie malaria thcMi laging in Halishahai ami other 
parts of Bengal savs. “ these tevcTs aie aetnallv owing to the vant of 
irrigation works.” But of tids later. Burdwan is going from ]>ad to 
'W)rse. FTooghly. Burdwan and Birhhum are rapidly vieing with each 
other as to which should he dei)opulated first; .Tessore, Nadia and 
Murshidalcad are not far behind, 1 he deterioration of the river systems 
of Nadia. Murshidahad and .lessore are most marked. Sir AVilliam 
Willeoeks /tnggests that Nadia and Murshidahad can be taken in hand 
at once — the canals taken jmssession of. excavated, a cheek kept on 
the excavations by res|>on.sible Engineers, so that the money should 
be actually spent, and the river wafer allowed tc* flow through the 
embankments into the channels. 
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But instead of that wliat has the Goverament done? liet us 
examine some of the Hohenies of our Chief Enp'ineer himself: — 

(1) The Bidyadhari was deteriorating: it is really due to the waters 

not being pennitted to flow through the ehannels from the north to the 
south, and the intereeption of the Kristopur and the Circular Canals. 
Our Chief Engineer eoneeived the idea of putting spurs in the river — 
in the belief that this would narrow the channel and make the river 
deep. This was against all irrigation principles as the result has shown. 
The channel has been narrowed, but the bed has arisen. Away with 
all futile schemes of the spill reseiwoir and useless dredging that putg 
back the soil dredged. Remove the evil at its source. I again speak 
with the authority of Sir William Wilcocks. Remove the spurs 
dredge the livei' so as to widen it, re.store the old canals to the nortli 
and let the Hooghly water flow through them; abolish the Kristopur 
canals and other unnatural canals that spreading from east,»to west 
obstruct the flow of water from north to south not only supe]*ficially but 
also underground by interposing a wall of water between, and you will 
solve the jiroblem. The route for navigation might be slightly moif 
but the advantage to transport, to health, to wealth, to agricultuie w'ill 
be immense. * 

(2) Next comes the blocking up ot 'rr)lly*H Nulla — with a slui<*e, to 
improve it the lesult has been just the reveise and the nulla is deteriorat- 
ing; the remedy obviously is to allow’ the river water ti> flow in and out. 

(3) Mr. Addauis Williams is to some (‘xtent lespon.sibb* al-o for the 
fateful Magiahat scheme, whicli has suc( eeihul in making the whole 
place malarious and has destroyed tin* Diamond Ilatboiir Cieek and 
is killijig the canals below. It was sound policy to exclude the salt 
water, but absolutely utisouml to ex<lude sweet water with it even 
during flood time when the amount of salt water is only fractional. 1’lie 
creeks below theiefoie die for want of flushing and scourin;.^. Itemedy 
— admit the sweet water (hiring flood time and innundate the })lace w ith 
spill wat(*rs; lein'w the fertility of the sf>il and banish malan'a. 

(4) Next Comes the (hand 'rrunk Canal whi( h like a wall of water 
would hav(‘ cut off all the river> to the north of ('alcutta and made of 
Calcutta and all the surrounding country the most pestilential swamp 
possible. This is enough, l^et (iovernment accept the largei policy 
and framing a scheme accordingly proceed with the matter boldly. 
Resolutions have been passed from time to time relating to the ex(‘ava»- 
tion of the khals, but to no pur|M)se. Mr. Addams Williams canmd 
have more wisdom than the wisdom of the ages. Let him profit by 
tBe example of the ages and he may yet retrieve the |H>sition that he 
has lost and earn the gratitude of Bengal. Let him md be afraid of the 
life-giving water, and let him understand that primary engineering 



1928 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


119 


principle — ucrvi lo let a canal ci’oss drainage. It is necessarj' to take 
up the canals between the Goria and the Bhagiitithi as a preliminary 
step; we can then proceed further. I would suggest the formation as 
.soon as possible of a Canal and Waterways Trust. liCt us take up the 
matter in earnest and perhaps the name of the present Govei-iior of 
Bengal may go down to generations us the ival saviour of the <*ountry. 
To him be the credit, to us a healthy and rich and happy country. 

I say this not merely after listening to the speech of Sir William 
Willcocks at the British Indian Association but I have been spending 
some considerable time with him over maps, figures and statistics. I 
do not think that I shall have time to refer to the resolution which deals 
with the Damodar Canal project but I should like to say that if thi- 
resolution is carried (lovernment will take it as an indication that the 
Council does not agree to the Damodar (filial project, laist year Rs. 12 
lakhs was spent and perhaps Rs, G8 lakhs is contemplated to l>e spent 
further on it. We are prepared t<» throw away that sum of Rs. 12 lakhs. 
Sir, the Council lias learnt commoiisense. After the Grand Trunk 
Canal scheme was foisted upon the Council some time ago we weie 
presented with a proposal for the expenditure of Rs. 54 lakhs for the 
purpose of the Uonal^lshay dredger. We were asked that in as much 
as we had spent Rs. 54 lakhs it would be duly of the Council to spend 
Rs. d crores more and the (’ouncil very wisely turned the demand down. 
Tome, Sir, Sii‘ AVilliam Willccxks is an inspired prophet with a loessage 
for us — it is for us to undvustand that message and put it into practice; 
to me, it is a great day. a gieat blessing for Bengal that he set fo(»t on 
our sf)il. that he examined our system <»f irrigation, that he rc-dis<*overed 
the system fashioned by the ancients, the one and the only systeni that 
can restore life and health and vigour to Bengal. T believe in the man 
and his message aidently, and I am prepared to bdlow him and his 
advice in preference to that of Mr. Addams Williams, Sii William 
Wilhdcks has enunciated a new pedicy and in the light of that jjolicy 
the Damodar Canal project is wrong. T will in a few sentences attempt 
to explain that policy, Innause it has not appeared in the speech which 
he read out Indore the British Indian Assix iation. 

The first step he suggests should be t() give river water mingling 
with flood water — whieb be picturcs<iuely calls the red river water — to 
those areas which aie entitled legally and morall> to tbeii use. 
When the needs of those ajeas have been satisfied, then y(»u may proceed 
to other projects, vi:., projects which may give Gctcdn*! water to other 
treas. October water can never do the work of red rivei’ water; it is 
Tuerely intended to supjdcment the monsiMJiis and |>ejhaps to do tlie work 
of what Mr. Addams Williams calls tlie llatia rains. In case of fuilurii 
of the mon.soon, Octolier water can never supply the needs of the locality 
and the Damodar (^aiial wafers will only flow rhiough canals dining 
OctoWr and will not lie there at the time when water would most f>e 
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needed in the locality. When you have finished this scheme and 
supplied October water to the localities that require it, then and then 
only you may take up other areas which have not yet been iriigated 
and the openin^r nf which will really mean salami to a lar^re pif»portion 
of landlords as we have in the case of the Arool Bhil. , 

Now, whenever we examine any scheme of draina<re we liave ^'^ot 
to put before us two things: one supplies red river water and fertilises 
the country and stamps out malaria ; the other only supplements the 
monsoon and produces weakened crops and malaria. The bniner is 
inexpensive and inundates thousand times more surface than the 
Dafi)odar (hinal project is likely to do. We have calculated and found 
that the expensive Damodar Tanal project which is placed before the 
Council to-day w’ould <*ost Its. 4d per acre. 

(At this stajre the member having' reached his time limit wa'' allowed 
one minute more to finish his speech.) 

Idle subject is of such ^reat importance that 1 would re(|Uire a /.iient 
deal more time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I ^»‘ive you two minutes. 

. . 'Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: 1 will try mv tini^h, Sir. 1 

think it would he more us(‘ful if the caiiaK thm aic elieadx thcie were 
excavated. As an example let me cite the bhnidei wliieh (tovernment 
has nftide in connection with the Kden ('anal and the Midnapore Canal. 
The Eden (hmal was constructed for the purpose in tin* fijst instance of 
supplying drinking water to the locality where watej was scarce, and 
Bubsequently used also for the purpose of irii^ation. How' was it used? 
You send water by spurs with the result tliat the I'^den ('anal is practi- 
cally dead and silted up: and no useful purpose is seived 1)\ it now. 

I think, Sir, all projects that are based on similai piiiicipb'^ will ha\e 
the fate of the Kden (huial. By the Kden ('anal ycm deprivi* ])eople 
entitled to these waters and then you pre>ume to veil it to f>i heiw in 
driblets, even now you do not dare open up the Canal lest the people 
should bemht by it w itlumt f»ayinii: for it! If \ou ?efer to the Trrif^a- 
fion ('ommissioner’s Report and the Burdwan Ga:«etteer you will find 
that the facts that T am biatinjrare correct. You have erected embank- 
ments all over the place and vou will not ^ive water to the pecqile whose 
life blood it is ! 1 w'ould sufj^rest the following: Jaiok at the configu- 

ration. The Damodar and the Hooghly run parallel to each other from 
north to south, witli a numher of rivers, e^enly siniced, connecting 
them. These rivers w’ere surel\ eanals. Let the department proceed“^ 
by these steps: elean the Banka Nadi and its tributaries .so as to connect 
4he Damodai- and the llooghly and let the red iiver water flow through 
it, through the sluice at Jujuty or make another one if necessaiy; open 
up the Jamalpur sluice, clean the head of the Kana Nadi and. let tke 
water flow through it : cdenii the other Nadis that T have referred to 
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before, and establish at their heads regulators sucfi as Sir William 
Wilcocks calls the Egyptian regulators but which are also to be found 
here. Scrape the Eden Canal except so far as the waf^r is required for 
sugar-canes and you may keep it till such time us you restore your 
natural system and do not be afraid to let in the water. But the govern- 
ment will not do such things. They are following a policy which is- 
unintelligible to us and it dare mu open up the sluices which would 
admit red river water. 

I had very much to suy, Sii, but T shall wait for another siiiiivble 
opportunity. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 

of Dhanbari)! I^p-keep of waterway^ is necessary. Fifty lakhs of 
maunds of goods come to and go from Cah utta by the Sundarhans route. 
If Cahutta were deprived of these supplies even for a month by the 
silting up of the channels there would be an outcry against the depart- 
ment. It is not, however, true that inigation is neglected. Forty- 
seven per cent, of the expenditure of the dejiartment is sjient on pure 
irrigation schemes. 'I'lie department deals with a larger area than it 
used to in spite of the fact that the ‘^taft has not undergone much 
sion; we must keep up the uorks in operation which absorb moSt of 
the staff and until ue get an increased staff it is not po.ssible to d^/iuore 
tlian is being done. ^I'he officers are all overworked and hold charges 
which a?e far too huge for them ; as an instance the case of the Khulna 
Division may be mentioned, 'hhis di\ isioii extends fr<mi a p(dnt 2I> 
miles to the east of Calcutta to the eastein extremities of tiie Province. 
The Nadia Ki\eis I)i\isi(»ii also extends tr(uu uithin a tew miles of 
('alcutta to the foot hill^ of the Himalayas. It is not possible nor is it 
fail to ask the officers to <h> more than they are doing; relief is very 
u I gently letjuired. 

I maintain that the establishment charges are not high; on the other 
hand unless tlie numlxu of officers is increased it will not be jiossible to 
cof>e with the woik. I'lie total charges lor establishment, whi(“h in- 
clmle travelling ulhovance.s and cont ing-encies foi- the next year, are 
Its. ld,r>8,000. This sum in< hides the two new' divisions^ one at Jbinknra 
and the other for the eoiistrvu tion of the Damodar Canal. 'J’he figureji 
for other proxinees are: — 

The Punjal) — Ks. 1,211,88,000. 

Fnited Provinces — Rs, 51.81,000 (exeluding leave and |>ensioxi 
charges). 


4 P.M. 

Sir William Willcocks gave a very interesting lecture. He gave a 
rough estimate of 15 crores of rupees for making a barrage on the 



m 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[14th Mae. 


Gangew. His estimate, however, does not provide for protective works 
to prevent the barrage from being outflanked. The protection of a mile 
of one bank at the Hardinge Bridge cost one crore of rupees. 

In addition, the pi’ovision necessary for ac(|uisition of land and for 
constrwtion of can^s and distributary channels would run into an 
incalculable sum. 

The points raised will, liowever, be (onsidered by the ilepartmeiit. 

In regard to the method of presenting the accounts, the Irrigation 
Budget is now j)re8ented in tar greater detail than was the case a few 
yearii^ugo and I see no reason for altering the system : if the member 
has difficulty in following the figures I am sure the Secretary and the 
Chief Engineer will be only too glad to help him out of his difficulties. 

Amirabad is u small drainage scheme in Contai — a scheme w^hich is 
practically finished. Refuge mounds as should be obvious are for the 
shelter of tlie villagers in time of flood. 

The fact that the Bhairab is a running stream has been known to 
this department for two years. 

Khun Bahadur Ma(]hul IfusaiiTs speedi is a convincing answer to the 
'geat'f^mun who said we were spending too much on establishment. We 
want more staff to investigate schemes in Cliittagong and districts 
fiim'iJArly situated as well as more funds to carry them out. 

Mr. Basu has dealt with irrigation schemes and emhankments in 
Bill’d wan and has criticised the Dainodar (’anal project. The canal 
w^as sanctioned by tliis House and the scheme had the approval of the 
experts (»f the Govern ment of India — the best expert knowdedge avail- 
able. 

Government aie aware of their duties t<» imiintain the emhankments 
umler their agieemeiit ivitli the zamindars and fulfil them. 

The Alaipur scheme in Faridpur was mentioned hy one member. I 
WHS disappointed myself at its exclusion from the budget and if there 
is a supplementary budget I will press for it. 

With the->e words 1 oppose the motion. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 inquire if in view of the 
pinion of the second expert who is des< ril>ed by Mr. Thompson as the 
biggest expeit the HoiThle Member is prepared to modify his plan in 
regard to the Damodar Canal project 

The Hon’ble Naweb Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduri of Dhanbari: I am afraid I cannot do it. We cannot 
alter the orders already passed by the Government of India and the 
Seerotaiy of State. 
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The motion that the demand of Rs. under ilie head ** I5A. — 

Irrigation Works be reduced by Rs. lOO was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


A«ii«rJyA ChaMihuri, Maharaja thathi 
Kantat of Muktasaaha, Myrnantifigh. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Atiquilah, Mr. t]fad Md. 

Bagohi, Baou RoNitt Chandra. 

Biffcth, Mauivi Kadar. 

B^narjaa, Dr. Rramathanath. 

B&narjaai Babu Promotha Nath. 

BannarjM, Dabu Jitandralal. 

Bitwat, Babu turandra Nath. 

Bom, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

Bom, Mr. t. C. 

BaM, Mr. tubhaa Chandra. 

Chahravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
ChattarjM, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhury. 'Mauivi Gaiam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorahad A lam. 

Dat Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

GhoM, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ghaah Maulik, Babu tatyandra ‘ Chandra. 
Gafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
Hoqua, Kazi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi tyad 

Maqbul. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

•CaMm, Mauivi Abul. a 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muattam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babu Baroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Bris ChandrW 
Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Bhamaur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Byad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Rad ha Gabinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyanfra 
Nath. 

Banyal, Babu Baahindra Nnrayan. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Battar, Khan Bahib Abdua. 

San, Mr. Batish Chandra. 

San, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 

8f** Gupta. Mr. J. M. 

Boiaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

B'Jhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Barton, Mr. J. F. 

Batu, Mr. Sarat C. 

C^^sstlls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tho Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Day. Mr. G. G. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. 

Outt. Mr. G. B. 

Eddis, Mr. A. MaO. 

Ghaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Haaain, tha Han'bla Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luka. Mr. N. R. 

Maoartnay, Mr. J. G. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4. A. 


Miodonald, Mr. A. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Han’bla Sir Pravash Chundar, 
Mobarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Nalsan, Mr. W. H. 

Pprratt, Mr. P. 

Phtips, Mr. Travar 4, 

Prantiea, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray. Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahi 

Kshsunish Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Prasad Bingh. 

Saahsa, Mr. F. A. 

Barbadhikari, Dr. Sir Oava Prasad. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan. 

Bkinnar, Mr. B. A. 

Tata, Majar-Qanaral Dad fray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Aye^ being f>6 and ♦he Noes 44 the motion wa.i carried, 
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Mr# PRESIDENT: Ah the motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul 
Raque has been carrieci I will not put the motion of Babu Manmatha 
Nath Roy hut will forthwith put the main demand. 

The time-limit under the head “ XIII, lo, 16 and 55 — Imjration 
having: been expired, the followinjr motions were not put: — 

Babu PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 2,600 under the head ‘ 15B. — Other Revenue Expenditure financed 
from ordinary Revenue — (’onvti uetiori of sectional officer^’ (juarters at 
Coij|ai ’ he refused/’ 

Babu PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: That the demand of 
Be. 3,000 under the head ‘ 15B. — Construction of sectional officers’ 
quarters at IJait^nirh ’ he refused.” 

Babu PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; That the demand of 

Rs. 1,500 under the head ‘ 15H. — (’oii'-tt uction n{ Cashiei’N (juarteiN at 
('Ontai ’ he refused.” 

^ KiNin Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 

Rs. 12,76,300 undei’ the head ‘ 15B. — Navi^^-ation. Knihanknient and 
Druinapc Works’ he reduced hy Rs. 100.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 

Rs. 14,13.000 undei the head * lo.-— T rri^at ion ’ h(* leduced hy Rs. 100.” 

. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 

Rs. 51,16,000 under the hejuls ‘15. — TMig“ation and XIII. — Woiking 
exj|»enses ’ he reduced h\ Rs. l.tKKt.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 

Rk 2,30.000 undei the heatl ‘16 — Coiistrintion of Inigatinii. Naviga- 
tion. Kmhankinent and Drainage Wcik" (Revened*' he i educed hv 
Rs. 100.” 


Mauivi BHAMBUR-RAHMAN: “That the demand of Rs. 2,30,000 
under the head ‘16. — Construction of Irrigation. Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works (Reserved) ’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (on the 
ground that no money has been provided for the excavation of the 
Alai pur Khal in the district of Khulna, for whic h promise was given 
to the people hy the Hon ’hie the Mejnher-in-charge during hi* tour in 
the district).” 



1928.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


125 


Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs *’ That the demuud of Rs. 21,28,000 
under the head “Irrigation,’ major head ‘55. — Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Emhaiikinent and Drainage Works not charged to 
Revenue (Reserved) ’ be reduced by Rs. 100/^ 

• 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 21, 28,000 under the head ‘55A. — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Work.s not charged to Revenue 
(Reserved) — Irrigation Works’ l>e reduced by Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demafid of 

Rs, 21,47,000 under the head ‘55. — Const ru(‘ti(ui of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Work'^ mot charged to levtuiueV be 
reduced by Rs. 4,500.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: That the demand of 

R.^. 21,47,000 undei the head ‘55. — Constimtion ot litigation. Naviga- 
tion. Kmliankment and Di^inage Wdiks not < harged to Revenue 
(Reserved) ’ be reduced by IN. 100.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
IN. 54,05,000 undei the heads ‘XI 1 1. 15. 10 and 55. — Irrigation' be 
rediK'ed bv IN. 18.800 (to dIa^^ attention to the fact that open rn(|uiries 
slinuld be made into the f iicumstance.s lelating to the puridiase of the 
dredger I^rnuihhhay as aNo to the Graml Trunk Canal Rroject and the 
liability of the technical adviser> of (Tov(*rnment in <onnection thereto).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the deii^nd of 
IN. od.Od.OtU) undei the hea(K ‘XIII. 15, 10 and 55.-s-~Irrigation’ be 

reduced by IN. 1,000.*’ 

The following motion wa> then put and agreed t<»: — 

“ That a Mini of R>. 54,95,000, as amended in Council^^ be grafted 
for expenditure under the heads “XIII — Irrigation — Working ex- 
penses,” “ 15 — Other Revenue expenditure finaneed from ordinary 
Revenue.” “10 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Work> charged to Revenue” and “55 — Construction of 
It l igation, Navigation. Embankment and Drainage Works not charged 
to Revenue.” 

[At 4-15 P.M. the Council was adjourne<l and it reasNembled 
4-25 P.M.] 


22 —General Administration. 

MEMBER in eharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): On the re<*ofniiiendation of His Excellency 
the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 97,48,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ 22. — General Administration.” 
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The f'ollowiiifr iiiotioiiR were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: “That the demand of Rr. :!,5n0 

under the head ‘ 22A. — Hill and Dacca allowances ’ he refused.” 

€ 

BalNl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Kh. under ilie head ‘22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor — 

Siibwoription to Indian News A^feney Telegrams’ lie retused.” 

• 

Kt)«n Sahib ABDU8 SATTAR: That the demand of Rs. 24,10ft 
under the head ‘22A. — Stuff and Ilou.sehold of the Governor — Barrack- 
pore Park Maintenance charges ’ he reduced hv Re. 1.” 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of Rs. 1,55,000 
under the head ‘22A. — Staff' and Household of the Governor — Military 
Secretary ’ he reduced hy Rs. 55,000.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY and MaJlvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD; • 

“ That the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head ‘22A. — Staff and House- 
hold of the Governor — Band Kstahlishment ' he refused.” 

Babu RADHA COBINDA RAY: ’'That the demand of Rs. 70,000 
under the head ‘22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor — Band 
Kstahlishment,’ he reduced hy IG. 5.500.” 

Khan Sahib ABDU8 SATTAR: "That the demand of Rs. 70,0tio 
under the head ‘ 22A. — Band Kstahlishment ’ he reduced hy Re. 1.” 

* Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: "That the demand of Rs. 98,000 
binder detailed account ‘ 22A. — Bodyguard Kstahlishment ’ he refused.'* 

ISauIvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of 
Rs. «'1,79,(KK) under the head ‘ 22A. — Staff and Household (d the 
Governor ’ he refused.” 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: ’'That the demand of Rs. :MKH) 
under the lieail ‘ 221). — Kxecutive Gouncil — Travellin^^ Allowance ’ 
be refused.” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I hepr to move that the 
demand of Rs. 22,OtH) under the head 22D — Kxeciitive Council” he 
refused.” 

Sir, at the very outset I may say that I do not mean to make any 
personal attaek upon the Meml^ers of the Kxe<mtive Couneil, nor do I 
mean to luitieise their administration. My object is to raise a consti- 
tutional issue as to whether this system of Government should continue 



1928.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


127 


Of not. The question has been discussed so many times that I do not 
fVel inclined to rnise any lenprthy discussion over it. I shall l>e very 
brief. My chief point is that an irresponsible and irremovable exe- 
( Utive is quite inconsistent with an elected and popular legislature. 
Histoiy’ tells us that wherever this experiment has been made of fiaving 
an executive not responsible to the leg-islature, not removable by the 
lefjfislature, which is a popular and ele(‘ted one, the result has often 
been tension and friction, and the system has not woiked well. But 
we need not discuss the ([uestion now as an abstract principle. This 
system has been tried for about 10 years: it was tried durinjr tha first 
three year's by ‘gentlemen who cannot be called rdrstiuctionisls. Now, 
we all know the result of that trial. 

4--{0 p.M. 

It has been admitted })\ all / ./- M inisteis and b\ all Memlaus of the 
Executive (.'ouncil that the system has not only tailed but it is bound 
to tail. They have declared in (»ne voice that the system is unworkable. 
There are, Sir, inherent defects in the system whic'h makes it impossible 
to work it successfully. What is wanted is a unitary system of (itoverrr- 
merrt responsible to the peo[>le throujfh the legislature. But here, Sir, 
it may be ur-^ued — well this is not the final sta^»‘e. This is very ^food 
as a transitional sta^e — a half way house, only the preparation tor 
full responsible (fovernment. In the preamble of the (Jovernment of 
India Act it is called the pro^rressive realization of responsible (loverrr- 
ment. Althoujrh, full responsible (fovernment is the ideal, it ('unnot 
bt* ^dven all at orree and, therefore, this is a sta^e throu^rh wfiich we 
have pot to jrass. On that point. Sir, we have mnv the opirrion of our* 
late (fovernor’. After five years’ workinp experienct* of tlie system this 
the opinion that His Excellency has expr’essed. On the 20th of ^ 
March, 1927, His Excellency fArrd Lytton told us in this very Ifou^e 
“ The exi.steiice of an Executive whi('h cannot be removed by the lepi.s- 
laturi* and of a legislature which cannot be removed by the Executive 
i^ not calculated to produce Imr'mony between the two and w'ithout 
harmony beween the lepislature and the Executive efficierrt Goverrrrnent 
i" impossible. To ensure harmony an elected lepislature TWjuireH art 
Executive r-esponsible to it and removable by it, and arr irremovable 
1-vecutive requires a nominated lepislature. A system which ‘•ecures 
the supremacy of the Executive not by the support of the lepislature, 
but by the exendse of an overriding authority is not, I think, provinp 
the best preparation for full responsible Government,” Now, Sir, I 
do not think there is any Ixrdy in this House who will question the 
wisdom of these lernai ks. Sir, the ([uestioii i.s how' it is that this question 
al'i^es at the present morirent. Sir. our attitude is well known. When 
this question was di<u*iissed last year, I remember the reply of the 
Government. Mr*. Motherly pointed out that it whs not a subject for the 
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Government of Bengal an<l that the Proviiifial Government could not 
take any action against complaints made against the Government 
of India Act. That was his reply and it was certainly ti-ue. This is 
a matter not for the Government of Bengal and therefore the observa- 
tion o^ Mr. Moberly was perfectly true. But what about the Statutory 
Commission P So far as the Statutory Commission is concerned our 
attitude is well-known. We have boycotted it. We shall have nothing 
to do with it. If the Government of Bengal also follow suit and have 
nothing to do with it, 1 have no suggestion to make. But looking 
at the matter from the standpoint of the Govcnunent ot Bengal and 
knowing full well that they w’ill have to make some recommendations 
to the Sininn Commission, I lell I am entitled to say this that in 
making their recommendatioiiK the Bengal Government ought to tell 
the (’oinmission honestly the truth that hsis been told us by late 
Governor. They should not say that the Reforms had been worked 
W’ell. On that poird I have got the authority of Lord Lyttori. " Tho-jc 
who criticise the failure of the Reforms in Bengal must not, theiefore, 
ascribe it to any special perveisity in tlu‘ Bengali lace. but should 
recognise that apart from the defects the (-onstitut ion itself whiih 
Bengal has shared in common with other jijirts of India, this Piovince 
has he(‘n placed iimler a handicap peculiar to itself. ’ The })osition is 
we cannot remain where we aie — eithei we must move lorwaid or go 
hackwtird. Tliis (|Ucstion should he consideied by the Bengal Govern- 
jnent in their recommendation to the (\>nmnssion. We all knew what 
the rei’ommeiidation of the Bengal (Tovernment was at the tune of the 
Reforms Kinpiiry Committee. At that time the recommendation was 
this — they proposed that ni(»re powto- should he given to the K\eciitive 
to (leaLwith the legislature, or to he more accurate, more power shouhl 
he given to the Kxecutive to deal with ol)stni(*ti(»n They went furthet 
and said tluit the (Jovernor in (’ouncil will oppose stron^l\ any attempt 
^ to modify the constitution oi alter the existing arrangement as i-egards 
the Reserved and Transferred .suhiects. That was the recommendation 
made in B)24. May I hope that the revised opinion of the Government 
expressed through the mouth of His Excellency the Governor in 1927 
will Ih* the recommendation made, we want is a unitary system 

of responsible G^^rjveraineiit. Dyarchy must go. The Kxecutive Council 
must also go and all the subjects must he made over to a homogeneous 
Ministry with joint and coipt)iate lesponsihility responsible to the 
legislature and removable by the legislature. T hope that will be the 
recommendation made by the Bengal Governmnet to this Statutory 
Commission. 

Babu NALINIRANilAN BARKER: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 22, (HX) under the head “ 22D — FiXec utive Council ” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise the constitutional question involved in the conti- 
nuance of the Executive Council h 
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Sir, i^jr moving thi^ fs to raise tike sanio constitutional 

iss^ as4iiS|b|en done hj my fri^d Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, though 
I do not^^rojmse to be so ^aggressive as to seek to deprive the Hon'ble 
Members of i^e their menial attendants. I am, therefore, advocat- 
ing only % tokjin tut which will make our objects clear without %t the 
satheHime making guilty of endangering the comforts of these Hon’ble 
^n. The whole question has been discussed so threadbare both inside 
the Coi/ncil Chamber and outside it, that I shall not dilate on the 
matter for long. The Hon^ble Mr. Moberlv pleaded on the last occasion 
that h# was new to his job and felt nervous that what he might say 
might be quoted against him. But I am sure. Sir, that, by this time, 
be is conscious of ibe inherent weakness in a ease which no amount of 
experience in his exalted office can enable him to improve. Even while 
he was evading the main question the JToirble Mr. Moberly was quick 
to raise the objection that this motion referred to the pi‘ovisions of the 
Government of India Act over which the Executive Council had no 
control. But, Sir, if it is so easy for the Ifon’ble Member to disclaim 
resjKmsibility for the main implication of this motion, may we not 
point out to him that just as the authority of Wliitehall descends to 
tliem through the Government of India, so can the Executive Council 
convey the censure of this House, through the proper channel, to the 
authority which it riglitly touches. We, Sir, have little direct con* 
nection either with the Government of India or the British Parliament. 
But the Executive Government can, and does, represent them, and I 
put it to this House that, if it ha.s had reason to feel the anomalies 
resulting from tlie continuance of the Executive Council, it cannot do 
better than to declare its mind by passing this motion for cut. It is, 
of coui*8e, intelligible tliat the HorPble Members should ever »eek to 
Imrke this motion by raising all possible objections. But the need is 
as urgent to-day, as it ever was, for the Council declaring itself emphati- 
cally against the present constitution. 

The present dyarchical s>>tem under which the Government is 
carried on is surely not worth powder and shot. It is equally late in 
the day either to attempt defend it or to waste time in criticising it. 
Among responsible political parties there is not one supporter of it 
throughout the length and breadth of this land. In passing this motion 
the Couneil would be only confirming a view which is entertained by 
all shades of opinion in India. 

It is interesting however to look into some of the aspects of our 
present constitution, e.specially the inherent incorapatability of repre- 
sentative institutions and irresponsible government. The following are 
not my words but those of Mr, Churchill which though uttered in a 
different context applies with equal force to the position here : “The 
system of representative government without responsible ministers has 
led to endless friction and in convenience wherever and whenever" it 
has been employed. It has failed in Canada, it has failed in Natal 

9 . 



•m 




Attd Cai^ €oloa3^'' sojon^, %t me a3d, as tkm two opntim^ td' 

b# tc^ml^iaed in liMlia; fte Qovefi^lDSpt of the urorince ^atfShoi J|k^bd ^ 
a sham. It has, of .course, heen cdhien^d th#t the ^surrendaf of the 
other half to the authority^ of ,a')|opular a^embly has delayed 

only hy our own immaturity. In th^tace of this coliteatioil^ Sir, 
diMcult to resist the temptation to dig into British histo1l^« (KbOrs 
have done so before me and have found, for instance, thaf Englasd 
was not rushed into bankruptcy by Lord Randolph Ohruchill ifho 
the Chancellorship of the Exchequer even though the deofiaal points 
in the Treasury Returns meant nothing more than those ‘^^^amned 
dots ” to him. It would be a waste of time and, perhaps, l>e considered 
a lack of taste to multiply instances. 


Some of the important functions of (government are suppos|d to 
have been transferred to ]K»pular control as a preliminary and a prp*^ 
paration. But the money recjuired to discharge these functibns can be 
had iK>t at the will of the Ministers responsible for the woik, but at the 
sweet will of the Executive (’ouncil. Again, the agen(\v througj^ which 
the transferred departments aie worked is mostly in tlie hai^dii of the 
Executive ('ouncil. It contiols the apj)ointment and transfer' of the 
otiicers who are to perforin the duties. Thus both tlH‘ machinery as 
well as the means of tliis department are beyond the leach of the 
Ministers. But, Sir, not much argument is needed to show that this 
lack of training is ti must insincere excuse. The icserved half is re- 
tained because the British (Government knows that tlieieby despite every 
effort of the Ministers and this Council, the Exeiuitive Council can 
gather to itself every shred of Governmental authority in the Province. 
The cunditiiJiis des<*rihed in the historic repor^ of Loid Durham are 
exactly tin* same as those obtaining here. This is what Lord Durham 
said: “The wisdom of adopting the tiue principle of representative 
Government and facilitating the inanugemenl of public- affairs by 
4 *nt rusting it to the persons who have the confidence (d the representa- 
tive body lias never been recognised in the Government of the North 
Ameriian (Colonies. \ body of holders of office constituted without 
iefereiic*e to the people or their representatives must, in fact, from the 
very nature of colonial government, ac*quire the entire direction of the 
affairs of the province/’ Tt will be clear, therefore, that the whole 
idea of granting powers by stages is unworkable. The result can be 
nothing else but tlie creation of an anomaly like the present. is 
highly necessary that it should he put an end to as early as possible 
To ciuote liord Durham once again, “ It is diffic ult to conceive what 
could have been their theory of (Government who imagined that in any 
c'olony of England a body invested with the name and character of a 
representative Asseinly, could he deprived of any of those powers which, 
in the opinion of Englishmen, are inherent in a popular legislature. 
It was a vain delusion to imagine that by mere limitations in the Consti- 
tutional Act, or an exclusive sys|^m of Government, a body, strong in 



t]ie^<»QiKS^i»i&s9^ wielding the ojUAioii^^W mtjoiiijr, ootll^ 

i^|irdE0<;;^tai|% poi^ of Ihe puQf^noial t^yeiues iMl sacred ^fltna iti 
ooiitii!>l, x)pula coi^ne to ^lis ^mere business of making laws, and 

look on as/a^as^ye or indifferent^ ,|pectator, .while those laws wel*cf 
earned intirel^t or eyaded, and^ths whole business of the eount(j^ was 
qoiid minted INy men, in whose intentions or capacity it had not the 
>,lighte6t confidence.” And yet this is the limitation placed on the 
authority of this Council. We may refuse or pass laws, vote or with- 
hold supplies, but cannot exercise any influence on the nomination or 
the actions of these servants of the public or for the matter of that 
anything? pertaining to them. Natuiully they can have no regard for 
the wishes of the people or their representatives. The worst of it is 
that the Executive (.'ouiicil is not only independent of this representa- 
tive body, not only is it aide su<‘cessfully to deprive the Ministers of 
all real puw®**i hot it also reduces the Governor, supposed to be set over 
it, to a position of hut little authority. In this respect aKo our position 
hear^ a close iesemhlan(‘e to that of (Simula and I cannot describe it 
better than in the words (d I,ord Durham : “A (iovernor, arriving in a 
colony ^^'hich he almost invariably has hud no previous actjunititance 
nith the state of parties, or the (“haracter of individuals, is compelled 
to throw himself almost entirely upon those whom In* finds placed In 
the position ot his official adviseis. His fiist acts must necessarily he 
peiformed, and his hist appointments made, al their suggestion. And 
as these first acts and api)(»intnients give a character to his poli(*y he is 
irenerallv brought thereby into immediate collision with the other 
parties in the country, and tlnown into more eomplete dejuunlenee upon 
the official party and its friends. In the course of the contest in which 
he was tlius involved the provocations which he received from the 
Asspinly, and the light in which theii conduct was represented by those 
whf> alone had an> access to liim, naturally imbued him with many of 
theii antipathies; his position compelled him to seek the support of 
some party against the Assembly; and his feelings and his necessities 
thu^ combined to induce him to bestow his patronage and to shape his 
measnre> to promote the interests of the jiarty on which he was obliged 
to leain.” I leave it to my lion’hle friends to see how closely the 
development of affairs in this Ihovinee has been on the lines indicated. 
The truth and picciuancy of these remark^ of TiOrd Durham will become 
apparent when the caieer of each one of the provincial straps is 
exmnined carefully. To quote one example very near to us both in 
time and space, of how promises are broken and how ideals get dimmed, 
we only have to lememher'the high-sounding assu?*anees regarding the 
internees given in this Toum il Ghamher and the suhseffuent inaction. 

Tewlay the position is fur worse than that of the pre-reform days. 
Ihe Executive Council is further beyond the reach of our criticism than 
they were even before these so-called Reforms. In those days the 
responsibility for the development the country' was theirs and they 
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had at least to make show of (^fending themselves. But ^to-day the 
existence of the Ministers enable them to throw all the blame pn them, 
keeping themselves entirely free to fortify thejinterests of the British. 
The existence of the Executive Council is in more than one way a 
hindrance to oui progress. In the name of lawHnd order it has interned 
our patriots and young workers. It has redacted this Council an 
unreality. Its irresponsible character, its indifference to public opinion, 
its airs of superiority, effectually preclude the growth of any sense of 
responsibilityin the representatives of the people. Government must 
be homogeneous in order to avoid one part of it pointing to the other 
whenever it is a question of apportioning blame. We urge, therefore, 
that instead of the complex structure which we have at present there 
must be a simple intelligible form of government in which the Execu- 
tive will be jointly and individually lespon-.ihle for the working of all 
the provincial departments to the legislature elected wholly by the 
people. The Executive Council is a negation of this essential principle 
of Government. 

It is high time that the piesent state of aft'aii*s is put an end to. 
To-day the pai-ties in England have joined together to do to India what 
they deem best from their ])oint of view. I^ord Ifirkenhead has offered 
his congratuliitions to all the party leaclers for their recognition of the 
grave crisis in the relation between India and Britain and the ready 
co-operation proceeding therefrom. If it is a crisis from the British 
point of view, it is, (‘an it be, a normal situation from the Indian view- 
point? liord Birkenhead is assuredly right in desi ribing the present 
moment as a critical one. I can only hope that the parties in this 
Council will not shut their eyes to what the British parties have so 
readily re('ognised. Let us join together in our emphatic demand for 
full responsible government and make it clear to the world that we 
will no longer live under the dispensation of this Executive Council. 

The Hon’ble the President then called on Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 
to move the motion standing in his- name, but as the member was 
absent, several other members rose to sneak on tlm motion before the 
House. 


Mr* PRESIDENT* There seems to be some misapprehension 
amongst the members. I am taking these motions, which are substan- 
tially identical, one by one and am a.sking those against whqse names 
the motions stand to speak first with a view to have one discussion on 
them. Other members will have an opportunity to speak on them later. 

The Hon’ble Mr* A* N* MOBERLY: May I ask if the motions for 
total refusal and a cut of Rs. 100 are going to be taken up together P 

Mr. PREBIDENTI They are subshintially identical and I should 
like to have one discussion on them, although I shall put them separately 
after the discussion is over. . 
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The Hen^ Mr. A. N. MOBCRLY: I Understand that various 
luembers are going to raise various points and so it will be difficult 
for me to meet them all in one speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you prefer to reply separately ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8ARAT C. BA8U: In that ca.se may 1 speak in respect of these 
motions ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can. 

Mr. SARAT C. BA8U: Mr. President, 1 am not ^oing to take up 
\our time by discussing the philosophy of the Executive Council or 
its working or its friction with the legislature or the elected members. 
What I mean to submit to you, Mr. President, is that the existence 
of the Executive Council is an anomaly and any matter regarding the 
members of the Executive Council should not come within this budget, 
because I find time has not >et arrived for the appointment of the 
members of the Executive Council. They are appointed under secdioa 
47 of the Government of India Act, which lays dow ii that the Members 
oi a Governor's Kxe<-utive ('ouncil shall be* appr>inted liy IT is Majesty 
by Warrant under the Iloyal Sign Manual and shall 1 k' of such number, 
not exceeding 4. a^* the Secretaiy of State in (\mncil directs. I'he 
i.txt clause is that one of them must l>e a person who has 12 years* 
serv’ice in the Government India. Then it is said that provision 
should be made by rules under this Act as to the (jualifications recjuired 
in resjiect of the Members of the Executive Council of a Governor’s 
province in any case where such provision is not made by the foregoing 
provisions of this section. Tender this ,s<*ction the (jiialificntions of 
(»ne Member have been laid down by the Act itself. The (jualifications 
of the other Members have not been laid down anywhere. That has 
been relegated to the lules to be framed hereafter. So, although the 
Members of the Executive Council are appointed by His Majesty, the 
appointments are not to be made arbitrarily but within the boundary 
of the rules that are to be framed. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: On a point of order, Sir, 
''e have nothing to do with the appointment of Executive Councillors. 
We are concerned only with the temporary establishment of the Execu- 
tive Council and certain allowances. 
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Mr. iAR AT C. B ASO : My point is this, that the matter should not 
have come into the budget at all. As I find from the section itself, the 
Members to be appointed have got to come within the qualifications 
that are laid down by the rules which have got to be framed. The 
rules have not been framed as yet, at any rate", so far as I am aware. 
As the rules have not been framed, more than one Member of the 
Executive Council cannot be appointed, and if there has been an appoint- 
ment that is not within the rules that ought to be framed but outside 
the rules and anything that has been done outside the rules or outside 
the Act cannot come within the budget laid before us. My point, 
therefore, is that the tenure of the office of the three Members of the 
I'jrecutive Council is not under any law or rule — the appointment is 
vltra viren. Their existence is witho\it the law, and therefore, thi^^ 
Council has nothing to do with anything in connect ioii with them, and 
anything in connection with these three appointments should not come 
within the budget. 


Mft BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY; Does he (ontend that it is 
obligatory on tlie part of the Government to frame rule^i for the appoint- 
ment of all the Executive Councillors — in tiie rules the expression used 
is may ” and not “ shall 


Mr. 8ARAT C. BA8U: .\s 1 read the rules, the (iualificati(ms must 
be laid down, and they must be laid down eitluM’ under the A( t or by the 
lilies. The A(‘t has laid down the (jualificat ions f)t one Member and 
the tiualifications of the other three have got to b(' laid down by the 
rules which the Act has enabled the Governor in ('ouncil to make. 
If you refer to section 12bA you will find “ where any matter is required 
to be prescribed or regulated by rules under this Act, and no S]>ecial 
provision is made as to the authority by whom the lules are to be 
made, the rules shall be made by the Governor-General in Council, 
with the sanction of the Seiretary of State in Council.*’ That is how 
the rules have got to be framed but without the framing of the rules 
no one knows wliat the (pinlifi(‘ations of the Members of the Executive 
Council will be, and as long as the (|ualificntions are not known, it 
is impossible for His Majesty to appoint any Membei' of the Executive 
Council other than the one who must at least for 12 years be in the 
service of the Crown in India. 


Mr. F. E. JAME8: May I rise on a jioint of order. So far as I 
understand, Mr. Basil’s contention is that the appointment of the Exe- 
cutive Councillors is Hrbitrary. As these appointments are made bv the 
King-Emperor, His Majesty according to him is acting in an arbitrary 
manner. If so, is that in order P 
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Mr. PR Ml DENT: Section 47 of the Government of India Act lays 
down that ” the Members of a Governor's Executive Council shall be 
appointed by His Majesty by Warrant under the Royal Sifrn Manual 
and shall be of such number, not exceeding? four, as the Secretary of 
State in Council directs.” Although, the apj>ointment is directly made 
by the King-Emperor, the Secretary of State may use his discretion 
as to the number. 

Mr. 8ARAT C. BA8U: It is not the number, but the point that I 
raise is, with regard to the (lualification. In section 47 (2b the 
qualifications of one Member have been laid down but the (|iialifications 
of the other tliree Members liave not l)e(‘n laiil down, and unless their 
qualifications are known, Ilis Majesty will not be able to make the 
aijpointment. 

T) I».M. 

Mr. F. E. JAME8: On a point of order. Sir. I desiie to have 
^our ruling on the (juestion whether it is permissible to a member of 
this House even to diM Uss an app<untment which lies in the power of 
His Majesty the King-Emperor. It seems to us that it is not within 
the power of this House even to discuss a questioTi as to whetluu an 
a|qK»intment should or should not b(‘ made. Suiel) it is beyond the 
province of any ineinher (»f this House to suggest that any ap|H»intment 
made by His Majesty the King-Emperoi whether under the Sign 
Warrant or not. is ultra virrs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The pr(*sent discussion arose from a demand 
with regal d to the Executive (’ouncil, which Government has biought 
before the Council, and 1 think a member of this House can, therefore, 
criticise the Executive Council as it stands. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I inquire. Sir. whetluT you 
have any information as to wliether any sm h rules have bemi framed P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You might put that question to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am putting it to him through 
you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for him to answer that question if he 
choones to do so. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I think, Sir, Mr. James’ point of order 
has not l>een answered. Mr. Basu’s critic i«ra is a criticism of the action 
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of Hifl Majesty the King-Emperor, and he says that the action of His 
Majesty the King-Emperor is ultra vires. Is he in order in making 
such a suggestion to the House ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My ruling was to the effect that it was up to 
a member of this House to criticise the Executive Council as constituted 
and I never gave the ruling that His Majesty the King-Emperor’s 
action so far as the api)ointment of members of the Executive Council 
is concerned, could be criticised by the members of this House. I think 
there is some misunderstanding. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ That the demand of Rs. 22,000 
under the head ‘ 22J). — Executive Council ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: l\r be it from me to pit my 

knowledge of the interpretation of Acts against that of Mr. Basil. I 
would merely point out that section 47(^5) of the Government of India 
Act lays down that provision may be made by rules under this Act 
as to the qualifications to be required. To the best of my knowledge 
no such rules have been made, therefore no special qualifications are 
required. (Laughter.) I .«ay that no sjecially prescriljed (jualification.s 
are required. 

This motion is a motion for the refusal of the demand for the estab- 
lishment of the Executive (^mmil, that is to say, the servants, their 
travelling allowances and their hill allowances. I understand, there- 
fore, that it is intended merely to raise a discussion and that the mover 
does not i)roiK)se to press it to a division. The discussion has been 
duly raised. I had the curiosity when 1 received notice of this motion 
to turn up a debate on the .same subject wliich took [dace in the year 
192t). A similar iiu^tion was then moved by Klian Bahadur Mauivi 
Ekramul ITuq. I was interested to notice that what he then wanted 
was the immediate appointment of a Royal Commission. The Royal 
Commission had not then been ai>])ointed and my predecessor had to 
reply to his arguments on other grounds as best ns he could. As 
the mover has said the constitutional question is not a matter for the 
Government of Bengal, but an authority is now in existence for which 
it is very much a matter. The Royal Commission whose immediate 
appointment was recommended in 1926 has now been appointed and 
is in India. They have issued a memorandum in which they have 
called upon all and sundry to furnish them with information and 
recommendations on the constitution of provincial Governments, the 
working of dyarchv, the position of Ministers in relation to the Govemclr 
and Members of the Executive Council and various other subjects. 
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My friend in moving his motion said that he knew that the Statu- 
tory Commi«iion was there but that he could not have anything to do 
with it and wanted the Government to voice his opinion before it, I 
do not think that would be very fair either to the Statutory Commis- 
sion or to him because surely his eloquence had much better be received 
first hand by the Commission than filtered through-^me who might not 
do it justice. He has put forward various arguments for a change in 
the existing system of Government. It i,s not for me to say whether 
his arguments are good or not. As a Government we shall have to 
say something or other to the Statutory’ Commission, but if we were 
to try to reflect the various opinions of the various members of this 
House we might have to produce 140 different views. I would, there- 
fore, suggest that my friend should reconsider his attitude towards 
this Commission. If he wants the present system of Government to 
be changed he should take the constitutional course and enter his 
protest to the Statutory Commission. 


Mr. H« 8a SUHRAWARDYs I have been commissioned by the 
T^nion Party to state its views on the question of the existence 
of the Executive Council ; there cati be no Executive Council 
without its concommitant establishment 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you speaking on these two motions ? 1 am 

afraid not. If you want to speak on the next motion you can not do 
so now; for, it has not yet (ome up. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 22,000 under the head “ 22T). — 
Executive Council ” he refused was then ]»ut and lost. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 22.000 undci the head “ 22D. — 
Executive Council ” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then ]mt and a division 
was taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Afial, Mauivi tytd Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 
Atiquilah, Mr. tyM Md. 

Bacahi, Babu Raniat Chandra. 
Bakth, Mauivi Kadar. 

Bantrjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, Babu Pramotha Nath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Baau, Mr. Barat C. 

Bitwat, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Bom, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

BaM, Mr. B. C. 

BaM, Mr. Bubhaa Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Brijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Bai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Oalam Mawla. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad A lam. 


Daa Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Baral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

GhdM, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Gafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. dagMh Chandra. 

Haqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Bfad Maqbul. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kamm, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Mauivi Muaixam Aii. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Lala, Babu Barada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mttkarjaa, Brijut Taraknath. 
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Batou Ham ChanBra. 
Rahmaiif Mauivi Aiiiur. 
flalimaii, Maulvl thamsur*. 
Hauf, Maulvi tyad Abdur. 
Hay, Babu Radha Oobinda. 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 
Hoy, Or. Bidhan Cbandra. 
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Roy, Mr. O. N. 


[lira Ma*. 


Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 
•arkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ton, Mr. tatitb Chandra, 
ton, trijut Nagondra Nath, 
ton Bupta, Mr. 4, M. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. C. 0. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Barton, Mr. J. F. 

CaiMllt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftxar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Cohon, Mr. D. j. 

Day, Mr. Q. O. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 

Eddit, Mr. A. MoD. 

DhOM, Mr. M. C. 

Ooonka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. ^ 

Duha, Mr. F. N. * 

Notain, tht Hon’blo Nawab Muoharruf, 

Khan Bahadur. 

Huttain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamoo, Mr. F. E.. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf Ali. 
Uindtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Luko. Mr. N. R 
Maeartnoy, Mr. «l. 0. 

MaoBiin, Mr. 4. A. 

Maodonald, Mr. A. 


Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tho Hon’blo Mr. A. 

MeCluokio, Mr. E. T. 

Mittor, tho Hon’blo lir Provaoh Chundor. 
Moborly, tho Hon’blo Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 6. 

Mukorji, Mr. 8. C. 

Neloon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Pholpo, Mr. Trovor J. 

Prontieo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray, tho Hon’blo Maharaja Bahadur 
Kohaunith Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Pratad tingh. 
taohoa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dova Protad. 
tarkor, Rai tahib Robati Mohan, 
tattar, Khan tahib Abdut. 

Skinnor, Mr. 8. A. 

Tato, Major-Qonoral Qodfroy. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Tiavort, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes ))einjr Til atid ilie Noes 50 tlie motion \v;>s ravried. 

5-15 I’.M. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I hop t<> movo tliat the demand of 
Hs. 22,000 under the head 22D. — Executivt' roiiiu il ” he reduced bv 
Rs. 3. 

As I, have said in my notice, I make tliis motion to draw tlie attention 
of the House to the question of tlie regrettable im ident at Kulkati 
and to the failure of (loverninent to prant amnesty in all communal 
(uses other than those at Pabna. I have tried by all the means that 
lie in my ])ower to pet a decision of the House on the Kulkati affair 
I moved an adjournment of the House, but unfortunately it was talked 
^ut and no derision was come to. I pave notice of a resolution on the 
tame subject later on, but throuph the vaparies of the ballot box T 
had no opportunity of brinpinp forward the resolution before the House. 
Now, I have taken this step because I think the Executive Council 
IS responsible for not boldinp on open enquiry into the matter. My 
case, as bas been stated in this House before, is very simple. In 



1928.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


139 


connection with the incidents at Kulkati it will be irrelevant for my 
purpose to discuss the question of music before mosques. That question 
has nothing to do with the present discussion. The fact I'emains, 
however, that a certain number of Mussalmans, (all them religious 
fanatics if you like, rightly or wrongly believed that the passing of 
a musical procession in front of their mosque wiis objectionable and 
was an insult to their religion. These men, who were not criminals — 
I call them religious enthusiasts — if the Treasury benches call them 
fanatics let them do so — these men, whether religious enthusiasts or 
fanatics, assembled witliin the (*omponnd of the mosque with the object 
of defending their religious faith and in order to protest against the 
order of the District Magistrate in allowing the procession to pass 
before the mosque. Perhaps it may be thought thi*t the inosipie was 
a big one or that the road was a large tlioroughfare. The fact. Sir, is 
that the mosque with its compound and a tank within it occupies an 
area of 45'x40' in length and breadth and the road was only 2 feet w'ide. 
These people had assembled at that ]dace. The District Magistrate 
of Ilarisal, the great Mr. Hlandy, IkuI previous notice that trouble was 
apprehended there in coniu'ction with the Ponabalia fair, and be bad 
taken the precautio!i of taking with him a number of soldiers from tlie 
Eastern Bengal Pifles armed uitb .sufficient ammunition t») kill. It 
bus been said by. and on behalf ot (fovernmefit , and in some of the 
pap(‘rs, that these Mussalmans who had assembled in the small com- 
pound of the mosque, or were within it, were armed with 7U':os, These 
tKzns, we aie told, ate deadK weapons mote deadly ])(‘rhu]>s 

than machine guns, and it is re])orted that the men assumed a threaten- 
ing attitude. Tlie fact remains, however, that the Mnulvi, who was 
the leader and the ^uide of the assembled men, w’as arrested under the 
oideis of the District Magistrate from atnongst their midst 
within the mos(jue and taken away by tw’o unarmed constables 
to the other side of the road and safely lodged there witliout the b‘ast 
difficulty. Not a single man amongst the cnnvd with those deadly 
nezas in hand attempted tr» obstruct the arrest of the Maulvi. If they 
were armed with deadly wea]M)ns and assunuMl a threatening attitude, 
bow' is it that they did not (d>je( t to the arrest of this man and assaulted 
and killed the constables. It i,s an insult to our intelligence to say that 
because the men took uj) a threatening attitude, the District Magistrate 
and the police were in danger of life and .so firing w’as absolutely 
necessary. Sir, wdiether the few dozens of people who were assembled 
there were in a threatening mood or not, the fact is that the District 
Magistrate of Bari.sal was in a state of panic and he ordered firing. 
Sir, I want a decision from thi^s ITou.se and I want a statement from 
the Government benche.s whether, if a crowd which has assembled at 
n certain place do not disj>erse when asked to do so — w’hether the orders 
in this case were understood or not I cannot say. but assuming tbali 
they were understood — firing and killing of men like dogs were justi- 
fiable. This is a question on which I want a decision. When there 
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was Absolutely no danger nor apprehension of any injury to life and 
property, was firing justifiable ? On the other hand, Mr. Blandy, 
the Collector of Barisal, took the Eastern Bengal Rifles men with him 
and had them supplied with sufficient ammunition, and when he knew 
that he was going to order firing, he did not care to take the ordinary 
human jirecaiition of providing for the treatment and the dressing 
of the wounds of the persons who might be wounded ; nor did he provide 
for the funeral of the people who were killed. Many of us who had 
made a pilgrimage to -Kulkati saw that the shots which were fired 
fuerced the cocoanut trees which were near by, and I can say on very 
good authority, and from direct evidence, that people, who were smoking 
in their huts some 200 yards away from the road, were shot and wounded, 
and there was nobody to look after them, no doctor was there, and even 
no first aid was given fo them ; and it took more than 30 hours to remove 
tljem to hospital at sadar, and even at the hospital many of them were 
not admitted as there was no accommodation. Some had to he taken 
down to Calcutta for admission into the Medical College. I want to 
know whether a res|M)nsihle public* servant, who was there to maintain 
peace and order, and who went there 1 say — and T .siiy with a full sense 
of responsibility— with the deliberate intention of killing my country- 
men — I ask whether it was not his duty to take a doctor with him and 
to see whether there was a dispensary in the neighbourhood where the 
wounded men could he attended to. TTis action was inhuman to say 
the least, aiid this neglect on the part of a res]»on^ihle officer of Govern- 
ment is really deplorable. 1 will not say anything here as to whether 
the Mussalmans were justified or not in obstructing the passing of 
musical })rocession by their mosque — I may have my isTsonal opinion 
on tlie matter — hut what 1 ju^otest against is the firing of the ]>eople 
when there was no apprehension of dangc'r to life and pr(»])e]ty. 

My motion relates to the Executive Council and niy submission 
is that the Executive Council of the Government of Bengal have cer- 
tainly failed in their duty by not ordering an open en(|uiry into this 
incident. The reply has gone forth that Mr. Clayton, the Commissioner, 
has already enquired and submitted a n‘iH)rt which is very satisfactory; 
but that re]K)rt even hae been held to he a secret thing, not open to 
the public. I want to know who were the persons Mr. (3ayton 
examined, what was the nature of the eiujuiry he held. I say that 
the Executive Council of the Government of Bengal have sadly failed 
in their duty. I am afraid the reason which guided them in their 
decision was that if Mr. Blandy was censured or punished or even if his 
action was declared wrong, the prestige of His Majesty’s Government 
would be lost and the empire would be in danger, hut I beg to remind 
tlie Members of the Eiecutive Council that the prestige of the British 
USovernment was e,atablij»hed in the country by justice, fairplay, honesty 
and statesmaUship, and that prestige has been shaken to the bottom 
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by Blandys md blunderers. In fbe old days when the Government 
was not bankrupt of stateinanship as it is to-day, officers of Govern- 
ment, whenever they were found ^fuilty of lii^rh -handed ness, were 
publicly censured or otherwise punished. I can cite the case of 
Mr. Kirkwood, Mr. Carey and many others, but now when the con- 
sciousness of the people has been roused, Government think that their 
prestijre will have to be maintained at any cost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The time is up to-day, it is 5-30 p.m. now. 1 
will now adjourn the House. You may continue your sj^eech to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till ii-30 p.m.. on Thursday, the 
15th March, 15:^8. at the 1'own Hall, Calcutta. 
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pi'ocMdings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Couiicil met in 1}ie Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 15th March, 1928, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuhi, 
of Santosh) in the (’hair, the lour llon’ble Members of the Executive 
Coun(^il, Ihe two Hon’ble Ministers, and 118 nominated and elected 
members. 


unstarred questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Teaching posts in the Presidency College, proposal for separation from 
Educational Services. 

73. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble Minister in chai^fe of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government coutemj)late 
.separatinjr the teaching posts in the Presidency (^oliejre from the 
Government Educational Services and constituting:: them into a separate 
cadre with difterent rates of pay? 

(5) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the IDm’ble 
Minister state the reasons for introducing: sm h a chanj^e? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Presidency Colle^^e j)osts include practically 
all the i)rize-j)osts that are oj)en to (iovernment Educational Service 
Officers on the teaching side? 

(f/) Have the Goveiiiment ascertained whether anywhere else in 
India the teaching staff of a ]>urticular Government college has thus 
been seimrated from the rest of Government Educational Services of 
that province? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Nawib Muaharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur): {a) the recom- 
mendations of the Presidency (^dlege Committee in the matter are still 
under the consideration of Government. !^o decision has yet been 
reached. 
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(b) Does arise. 

(c) Yes, apart from Piincipalship and Vice*Principalship of other 
colleges. 

(d) It is understood that this has not been done elsewhere. 

Mr. S. C. B08E: Will the Hon’ble in < hai>re ot Kilucation 

he pleased to state whether by the expression “ the Pie^idenev College 
Committee ” he means the governing body of the College? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadurr 

Yo. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
wbat is the constitution of the Presidency College Committee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadurr 

This (\)mmittee was specially appointed by ( Government, and if you 
want to see the report, it is here. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Will the H on’bb‘ Minister be pleased to state the^ 

( (UiNtitution of the Presidency ('ollege Committee which I think is a 
dift'erent (juestion from the repot t of the Cotnmittee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The name of the members (»f the ('ommittee are given in this report. 
You will find it from the report itself, I will lay the reitort on the- 
library table if y(»u want to see it. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mini^tei be pleased to state 
when tlie recommendations of the Presidency College Committee were 
made, and if the recommendations were made in writing? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

In 192f). The rejiort is here and it contains everything. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Will the Hon'Me Minister be pleased to lay the 
recommendations on the table? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have already said that I will lay it on the talile. 

Poiioe-otations in Murshidabad, abolition of. 

74. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahaihir, of Nafhl» 

pur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of j^he Police Departmeni 
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be pleased to state whether it is a fact that out of twenty-four police- 
stations abolished in the whole of the province eight police-stations 
have been abolished since 1926 in the district of Murshidabad alone? 

(Ij) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to ^ate the reasons 
for such abolition ? 

(c) Is it a fa<*t that since then the number of crimes, especially 
dacoities, has increased to a gi*eat extent? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member W pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of dacoities in the years 1925-26, 1926-27 
and 1927-28? 

(e) Will the Ilou’ble Meml>er be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to check and minimise the incidence of dacoities in the 
Murshidabad district? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr A. N. Moberly): (a) Since 1924, thirty -six polici -stations have 
been abolished. Eight of these, which were in the district of Murshi- 
dabnd, were abolished in 1926. 

(h) These stations were abolished in accordan(;e with the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee with the object of 
effecting economy. 

(r) and (d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Spe<*ial patrols have been instituted. Two C.I.D. officers are 
working in the district and an extra force has been sent from other 
district®. 


Statement referred to in the reply to rlanaes (r) and (d) of 
unstarred question /Vo. 74. 

District Mcrshidabad. 


Crime. 

Reported. 

True. 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1925 

1926 

1927 

lilcflhy 

14 

15 

24 

14 

8 

12 

Robbery 

142 

661 

772 

714 

614 

711 

Buiylary 

'♦aft 

408 

447 

543 

364 

372 

21 

28 

56 

15 

17 

45 
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Paliee Staiuliiig^ C6iiifiiittae meetings in 1927. 

75. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hoii’ble Member in charge of 
be Police Department be pleased to state how many meetings of the 
landing Commitite of the Pblice Department were held during 
he past year? 

The Hon’ble Mf« A. N. MOBERLY: One meeting was held during 

1 ) 27 . 


late for the discussion of motion of ** no confidence in the Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 

Ihaudhuri, of Santosh): I have to aniKumce that Jlis Excelleiicv the 
h>v(*rnor has been jdeased to ap]MMnt tin* 2Nt instant as a non-otticiul 
ay when the motion ol “ no confidence ” in the Ministers will be taken 
P- 
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22.— General Administration. 

Malllll^ABUL KASEM: I had placed my caM‘ as be>t as I coubl 
esterday before the Housf, and I hope and trust that my tolleagues 
» this House will g!\e their verdict in my favour. Hut before 1 leave 
le subject I would appeal to (lovernment members and tell them that 
tere is no virtue in not admitting a mistake; when ii man or a Govern- 
lent udinits that a mistake has been made, it enliances lis credit rather 
lan lowers it. Idm prestige of the Government will be much greatei 
it rises up to the occasion and declates that what was done ])y 
Ir. Hlandy was rndtlier justified noi correct. We have been told that 
lere was an apprelien.sion of the breach of the peace or danger to life 
ul property and therefore Mr. Blaiidy was justified in ordering lb fire. ^ 
may remind, if my memory does not fail me, the Hon’ble Members 
1 the Government bench that even when a court of justice in delivering 
idgment in an Indian case said that firing might be justified even if 
lere was no imminent danger to life and property, His Majesty’s 
overnment came forward with a rommuniqu/’ that it did not agree with 
le dictum of the judge that firing should be allowed w'hether there 
as any imminent danger or not. In that case are we tc assume fliaf 
is Majesty’s Governmeat in this country' goes far and beyond and says 
lat firing should be allowed whenever the District Magistrate or the 
?r!ion in possession of the power in that locality flEimks necessary 
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even if there be no reasons, ntf grounds or jnltificationf The fact that 
one particular man thinks that there is sn^eieut justification for firing 
—I hope this matter will be considered in a Btatesn^nJike way by the 
members of Government. ^ ^ 

I have referred to the grant of ai^inesty.t When ^ it was announced 
that general amnesty had been granted to the prisoners convicted in 
communal cases in Pabna, I for one felt that after all the Government 
of Bengal Iwid taken wise steps and I expected that this act of clemency 
would be extended to all the prisoners convicted in communal cases 
_thr(ftlghout Bengal. Everybody with a grain of common sense must 
regret these communal riots, but at the same time it must be admitted 
that the people taking pait in these riots are not ordinars^ criminals, 
but just as I have said in Kulkati, they may he mobs but they are not 
criminals, they are not bad characters. They have been punished and 
we think. the punishment has been sufficient and then clemency should 
be shown to them, because they are neither criminals nor bad characters. 
We found that after the announcement in the Pabna case, no steps 
were taken to grant amnesty to any of the prisoners in any other com- 
munal case all over the province, and the impression has gone forth into 
the country, esjiecially among the members of my community, that the 
Pabna case was especially chosen as a fit (*ase for amnesty beuause rich 
landlords and highly placed Hindu gentletnen were going to jail. 
((Question, (Question.) They wen* going to jail and thert'fore it was 
necessary to let (»fT every one in Pabna. Amnesty ought not to have 
been granted on the mciits of each case. If merits are cxamin|jl, I do 
not think the Pabna case will stand the test. However, I do. nut Kke 
to dilute on that. The feeling at the present moment among the 
Muhammadans is that so long as hundreds and thousands of Muham- 
madaUft, poor Muhammbdans, went to jail for their religious enthusiaam, 
for their fanaticism, for their zeal, call it what you like, no body cared 
or thoiight of amnesty for them. Some of these M ussalma ns, , martyrs ^ 
you may call them, have been in long terms of imprisonment and many 
died. But when big landlords with long purses were found guilty. 
Government came forward with open hands and said that peace ought 
to'be declared. The impression has gone forth into the country that so 
far as ^he Government of Bengal is concerned, there is one law for the 
poor and another for rich. As the two questions are complicated, 

I Mat a verdict on the Kulkati en'^e and not on the Pabna 

2-45 p.ii. 

ftaM lACNfNDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Exactly a year ago 
.dtii^g the diacussion of the adjournment motion on Ponabalia shooting, 

I suggastad the appoiittment of a Committee of inquiiy^ into the unhappy 
incidents, but I regr^ no action has as yet been taken. Hence I rise 
to support the nlbfion^uf M^^ulvi Abul Kasem in order to express my 
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dissatisfaetijll on the fa^Kire o£ the Otyrerninent to institute an open 
inquiry intolhe incident relating to the shooting at Kulkati. Although 
as a Hindu i^ipreaentative I acknowledge^ gs I did just a year ago, that 
the Government acted rightly ii\^ safeguarding the jreligioq% rights of 
the Hindus at Ponabnlia against the aggi-esfeive action of fanatic mobs, 
at the same time^ once again qdihit that the military patrol posted 
there overdid their duty hy making excessive use of firearms, lahich ^ 
leads one to conclude that human life is reckoned so che^ in this 
country. It is for this reason that I urged upon the Governitient last 
year “ to make a sifting inquiry into this event so that there might nSt 
W any recurrence of sii<*h deplorable occurrences,” and I hope that this 
House will accept this motion in order to impress upon the iHloveriiltent 
the necessity of holding an open incjuiry in order to pacify popular 
discontentment. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In supporting this motion I 
wish to make only a few observations with regard to the shooting at 
Kulkati. The tragedy enacted at Kulkati and the massacre there were 
only surpassed by the utter callousness of the Government in not hold- 
ing an inquiry into the incidents of that massacre even when an 
incpiiry demanded by the }>eople. I do not like to enter into a 
discussion as to the merits (d or justifi(‘ation for firing on the occasioiK 
I should only like to say that all the talk about that justification is 
futile becatisp every one remembers that in spite of the fact that the 
<r(ovd was armed with Irzns, the Maulvi, their (hief leader^ was 
art^st^d without any incident. Everyone in that assembly might tave 
he«n arrested in a similar way, hut instead of that Mr. lllaiidy ordered 
general firing on the ciowd. Mr. Illandy went there with the deli- 
berate intention of firing on the crowd v 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. fL Moberly:) I pjotest against that statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Saheh, you liave no right to suppose 
what was in Mr. Blandy’s mind when he went there. You had better 
not make any remark on a dubious point like that. * 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 l>ow down to youi riiling^d 
I will not refer to that. To my mind there was no justification w^jaU 
soever for the order to fire. After that firing, after that nuissncre,^ 
what did the countrymen do? They did not rise in revolt agivipst the 
Government. In spite of l»eing in posse.ssion of arms in th^ iBkape of ^ 
they did not try to take the law into their own hands so fa^ a» 
Mr. Blandy was concerned. They only dqmand^d an ofilim itBpariial 
inquiry into the massacre and even that inquiry was denied by the 
benign Government. Was the Oovemment at jbilifieii ^n refusing 
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that inquiry? That is the oMy question before the House, and I 
think this is the proper occasion for this House to signify its dis- 
approval of the action of Govqriiment by caiTying this motion with a 
unanimoua*vote. 

Vabu 8URENDRA NAYH RAYS I think I ought to say a few 
words* on this motion. An incident occurred to mjr knowledge and it 
is 0iis. While there was a riot all round Calcutta, lone of iny houses 
in Canifiiig Street was leased out to one of the members of this Council, 
wnonrj do not want to name, who had a Khilafat Committee there. I 
was then not in Calcutta but at Benares, and as soon as T heard of it, 
I afldM my bn)ther why the Committee was located tliere. In reply 
he said that such and such gentlemen came to him and lie was obliged 
to lease out the house to him. Xow what happened ^ One morning 
while a pew Sircar of one of my tenants — he is a resident of Burdwan 
— (;ame down irom the second store to make some purchases, he was 
stabbed to death. So no man’s, no Hindu’s life was safe at the time. 
Therefore, if the Government oi the Deputy Commissioner of Police 
had taken any stringent steps at the time against the Committee which 
was there, I think, that would have been (|uite justifiable. / - 

A Mkmukk : Hus that incudent any hearing on the motion befoie 
the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hay, we are not discu^^iny the Cah utta 
riots.. So you had better not refei’ to that. 

ttabu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: However, aN a mattei of^ fad, 
that was the dominant sfiirit of the Muhammadan community n{ the 
time, though I do not say generally. It is a fact to my knowledge and 
therefore I have referred to it. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: The motion under diNCU^sion refers to 
a matter that has caused intense excitement, indignation and alarm 
in the Mussalmans of Bengal. The details ot the tragic- incident are 
jtoo well-known to need recapitulation. The mover of the resolution, 
sir Abd-ur-Raliim and others who visited the jilace of oc'currence and 
got^rst-hand information of what actually took place came tp the deli- 
berate conclusion that there was absolutelv no justification for the 
There was no rioting, no one was attacked, no injury was 
|jaused and yet 19 human beings were shot dead like so many cats and 
Jogs. The fact that no attempt was made even to rescue the Mauivi 
at whose instigation the people are said to have assembled round the, 
xnosque, unmistnkeably shows that no occ-asion whatever arose to 
j.Ustify fVuinediate firing, w:^out warning. I need scarcely say that 
in fhit list of legalii^ed daughters Kulkati has no parallel. There was 
no previous prohibition ^gibist public assemblage, no preliminary’’ 
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action was laken to disperse the crowd by the ordinary methods adopted 
on such ocdi^ioi^, no blank firing, no aiming at the lower limbs, tho 
vital upper parts were shot at, as if the object wa§ to kill j^eople out- 
right. It is not at all \inlikely that the csrowd would noi have com- 
mitted any excc^teis although some of them hud lathies and lezas which 
the village people of Bukargnnj usually carry with them w'heu^ they 
go a]>out. The gallousness of the officials concerned may be judged 
from the fact that when the victims of this unmitigated a^lFotity Were 
writhing in pain, the procession was ordered to pass and the militl^]^ 
and the civil officers joined in the <on(juering march past the mosque 
with hands playing. Besides, no arrangements were mftde |[Mf the 
treatment of the wounded victims. It is dittitult to find appropriate 
words to ade(|uately <lescrihe tlie inhuman action of officials who in 
their panic fancied that the country would he suddenly ungovernahle 
and the prestige of the steel frame wouhl he eternally demolished, if 
immediate obedience to their arhitrary commands w*ere not enforced 
at the point of the bayonet and the muzzle of the rifle. I need hardly 
say, Sir, that it is a matter for serious < onsideration whether (»fficials 
whose mental equilibrium gets so easily upset, who get madly panic- 
stricken at the sight of a crowd, who in order to avoid risk to their 
persomil safety and even to their vanity light-heartedly trifle w'ith 
human life — whether such officials are fit to he entrusted w'ith respon- 
sible positions in the administiation of the country and witli, unfettered 
powers over the life and limbs of the people. 

It is extremely to be icgietted that the Government has failed to 
it^alise the gravity of the incident in ‘^pile of the repeated reprewnta- 
tions from the c(nnmunity. 1 <annot persuade myself to believe that 
if they had done so tliey would still have persistently refused the 
insistent demand tor an independent in(|uiry. And yet a trifling 
im identas mere removal of a ''tone that was worsliipped by some j)eopIe, 
caused such a terrible commotion in the offi(*ial circle, that immediate 
action had to be taken to pacify the aggrieved. But in the case of 
Kulkati even the report (d the Divisional Gommissioner has mit been 
published and the usual w'hite-wa<hing rotn ninniffHf' has not been 
issued. Is it any wonder if in such circumstances the commiinityV 
<*onfidence in the Government gets impaired and constitutional means 
are sought to get the grievances redressed? It would be perhaps 
superfluous for me to say that we are not vindictive: It %ot 
vengeance that is sought after. In fact nothing can undo the slnugliter., 
at Kulkati, not even Mr. Blandy’s head on a pole. All that is wantei^ 
is a sifting inquiry, and if necessary', deterrent action so as to prevent 
future Blandies losing their heads on occasions such as these and per- 
petrating atrocities similar to those perpetrated at Knlkati.t If.,jl3ii8 
is not a reasonable demand I do not knowr" what is. I am afrai4/iSi^, 
it is such official zid and such c'allous ^<Hj|erenee to* public feelings 
that slowly but surely undermine the foundations of great empires. 
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The District Officer, as we are aware, is all-powerful in the district 
and there is hardly anything which he cannot bring ab^ut. Had this 
not been (he case Mr. Blandy would not have succeeded, after doing 
all that he did, in managing to get a farewell party in his honour. 
The Hon’ble Members would perhaps be staggered if I were to tell 
them how could this be maneuvered. But I do not think it proper 
to wash such dirty linens in this House. 

It would not be out of place to mention in this connection that the 
Mussalmans of Bengal think that their representatives in the Cabinet 
have not done what they should have done in the matter. Having 
before them the example of what Sir Sankaran Nair did over the 
Jaliwanwullu Bagh affair it in no wonder if they think that the hon’ble- 
gentlemen have proved themselves unworthy of the trust reposed in 
them. 

In conclusion I would remind my Hindu colleagues that this is not a 
local or a communal question. The accidents of place, persons or party 
have nothing to do with it. If Mussulmans have been killed to-day, 
Hindus might be killed to-moiTow. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I had no intention of 
taking part in this dis<u.Msion, but the remarks of my friend 
Bubu Siiiendra Nath Bay have indined me to take exception, very 
strong exception to his remarks so fai as the Mussulman community 
is concerned. As a Mussulman, I can assure the House as alTio the 
gentlemen who have just spoken, that we Mussulmans yield to none 
in our desire to unite with the Hindus and to see united Imlia take her 
])roper jilace in the <‘(»mity of Nations. I for one always believe that 
it is always our duty to see things from the correct perspective, not so 
much from the point of view of a Hindu or a Muhammadan, so that 
the real facts may be judged in their proper light. Judging from that 
view I deplore the remarks of Mr. Surendra Nath Bay, sitting there 
with the Swarajists round about him, alxmt the attitude of the Muham- 
madans at the time of the Cabmtta riots. I cannot understand why 
the act of a particular member of the community can be accredited 
as the attitude of even a section of the community and to say that that 
was the attitude of the entire Mussulman community is a gross lie and 
calumny. Are we to understand that the Mussulman community is so 
shorn of commonsense that it cannot l(H)k into the real facts to ascer- 
tain the truth. T very much regi’et this remark made in this House as 
any indication of the views of the Mussulman community which as 
Mussulman I must take strong exception to. Every Mussulman, every 
Hindu must deplore these excesses whether dime by a Hindu or a Mussul- 
man. I Uiink it is a thing to be a.shamed of, whether done by a Hindu, 
a Mussulman or a Christian for the matter of that. I think the hon’ble 
member should have avoided refei'ence to anything which does not 
directly concern tht motion iiefore us. , 
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After all wnat is me motion of Maulvi Abul Easem. It is simply 
a proposal far a nominal cut in order to gxpress dissatisfaction for the 
policy of Gover^ent in regrard to the shooting at Kulkati. I think 
that is not too much for Maulvi Abul Easem to demand — a demand for 
an inquiry lyid if it is found that the Mussalmaus at Eulkati were in 
the wrong and that the shooting was justified, if it be found that 
Mr. Blandy wa^ corre(‘t us a result of such iinjuiry then 
the Mussalinan community would never sugge>t that that 
inquiry was partial or vitiated. It is because we do not know whether 
the shooting was justified that we are asking the Civil authorities for 
an open inquiry. Every citizen has every right to demand such an 
inquiry in order to inquire into the allegations that have lieen made. 
I say it is in the interest of Mr. Blandy himself that such an inquiry 
should be made and justii'e may be vindicated in proper manner. I only 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that it is not merely a 
Muhammadan question. Such a wuxing could have been done to any 
community — Hindu. Muhammadan or Chirstian. I for one yield to 
none in my desire to see a united India ; and if we find out that we have 
done something towards this unification we shall feel that our work has 
been done. 


Illr« J. M. SEN CUPTAs I should like to say one or two words on 
this motion to make our position perfectly clear. We propose to support 
Maulvi Abul Kasem's motion and go into the same lobby wdtb him in 
case there is a division. There is no douht that .some Indians hud l>een 
killed by the action of the Executive. This is not a Himlu or Muham- 
madan question. There cannot be anv doubt that a section of the pub- 
lic is not satisfied witli the case of the Government that there was 
necessity on the part of the Executive to open fire on an unarmed crowd. 
The demand for an open and public inquiry is veiy* reasonable as that 
would once for all settle the ([uestion between the two contending 
parties as to wbetlier or not the firing was justified or not justified. 
It is not necessary for supporting this motion for an open and public 
inquiry to say that the firing was justified or not justified. The demand 
for an inquiry of this nature becxnnes more necessary l>ecause 
of the discrepancy between the statement of the District Magistrate and 
the commvtiique which the Government issued at the time. 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I was one of the first to raise a voice of 
protest against what happened at Eulkati just a year ago and I made 
it clear from the ver\’ beginning that this was not a question between 
Hindus and Mubaminadans but that it was a question between Indians 
and the Executive in this country. It raises a most important and 
serious administrative issue — the issue being nothing less than this: 
When and under wbat circumstances is the District Magistrate justified 
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in firing on a crowd killing as miiny as 19 people on spot. If this 
question is not settled in a proper way, if we do not nave a definite 
pronouncement from the Government on the subject after a full and 
proper enquiiy, I, for one, will say that the lives of the people of the 
country are not safe and secure when a district Magistrate considers it 
necessary in his own discretion to take a certain line of action to pre- 
serve his prestige and authority. The proposition simply is this: Was 
Mr. Blandy justified in law and in humanity to fire on the mob at 
Killkati because they would not disperse at his command? This is the 
whole gist of the case, I ask whether he could have been justified under 
those circumstances in ordering fire on the mob. AVhat happened? 
Nothing more than this. There was a crowd assembled with lezast and 
sticks. The police — the Eastern Rifles — were posted within six feet of 
them. They could almost touch tlie crowd with their rifles. The 
Magistrate asked the crowd to disperse. They did not disperse. But it 
is proved, it is found in the evidence of responsilde official wlio were 
present there that the Maulvi was arrested on the spot, tlie Maulvi, who 
was said to have been leading the crowd, and no motion was made by 
the crowd to rescue him by force. He was tin* ininie mover. He was 
the man who was the leader of the mob ac<*ording to tlie case of (lovern- 
ment and yet M’hen he was arrested no attempt was made to rescue him. 
We have also in evidence that an Inspector of Pcdice was going in and 
coming out of tlie crowd in older to make some t‘m[uii i< s. He was there 
and no one touclied him or hurt him. Tiook at the attitude of the 
Maulvi himself. He supplicated the Magistrate — for Hod’s sake, do not 
let the procession pass. He threw his fKif/n at his feet. We have the 
admission of a very responsible official — if my memory has not gone 
astray on this point, 1 think it wa> Mr. Taylor, the Superintendent of 
Police, who was present there — that the crowd did not want to assault 
the Magistrate or his party. Their attitude was not of that character 
at all. Their attitude was that they would not let the procession pass 
before the mosipie with music. Under these circumstances all that the 
men in the cro^d were guilty of when they did not disperse at the 
command of ^fr. Blandy was the offence of being membeis of an unlaw- 
ful assembly and nothing more. What was the punishment? The 
highest punishment that could be awarded — if I am wrong Mr. T. M. 
Sen Gupta M ill correct me — Mas perhaps one year’s imprisonment at the 
most. But what was the actual result? What was the punishment 
actually inflicted by the Magistrate on the spot without any inquiry, 
without any trial? Death, death of 19 men on the spot, more men 
dying afterwards! What did Mr. Blandy do after the shooting? 
When they Mere shot — M’hen smashed skulls and brains were lying 
scattered — I sav' marks of them two or three days after — Mr. Blandy 
ordered the procession to pass not playing a funeral dirge but with 
triumphant music and he aaw to it that the procession did so pass before 
the mosque. Mr. Blandy bad taken the Eastern Frontier Bifies, not th« 
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ordinary police to deal with the crowd expecting to have to shoot and 
yet, would you believe it — would the non-official Englishmen on the 
other side believe it — Mr. Blandy did not take any medical aid with him 
— no stretcher, no bandage, no Surgeon. Is that to be tolerated? He 
went there fully expecting to have to shoot on the crowd and yet he did 
not take any medical aid with him. Now, Sir, as I have said I was the 
first to protest against this what I call deliberately a massacre. 
What has happened since then? What did (iovernmeiit do? Instead 
of instituting an open inquiry — a very modest demand in a case of thia 
nature — they asked the Commi^sioner. the official head of Mr. Blandy^ 
a fellow member of the I. C. S., to hold an im|uiry in the matter. The 
(Commissioner made some sort of report. That report even has not been^ 
published. AVhat happened then? They prosecuted soim* members 
of the crowd including .some men who b(»re marks of shooting on their 
persons. But then they found that it was too much. Soon afterwards 
they w ithdrew tlie case against them all. What was the (d)ject of insti- 
tuting a prosecution of this sort when a few* days afterwards you were 
going to withdraw it? Then we tried to find out why the (lovernment did 
not h(dd an in(|uiry? The reason T understood was that the case was 
])ending against these people — the case whi<‘h was withdrnw'n imme- 
diately afterwards. But the prosecution of the Maulvi was carried on. 
It was then pointed out that the case against the Maulvi w’as pending. 
The Maulvi was convicted and an appeal was preferred. Then, it was 
pointed out to us that tlie a{)peal was pending against the Maulvi. But 
that iiHjuiiv had nothing to do with the conduct of Mr. Blandy. T 
understand the Appellate (’(uirt refused to say anything on the conduct 
of Mr. Blandy. The (’ourt was perfectly right. Mr. Blandy 's conduct 
was n(»t in (juestion. 'Phe evidence (d' the \inlawful assembly was com- 
plete when the crowd failed to disperse at Mr. Blandy ’s order. Up to 
that point there was no (jiiestion whatever. They were all guilty in law\ 
Mr. Blandy’s order to fire afterwards had nothing to do w ith tin* (‘ase f)f 
these people. Fp to now*. Sir, (lovernment have not made a definite 
pronouncetnent on this case. What is the law? If a crow<l fails to 
disperse, is the Magistrate justified in ordering fire at once killing hh 
many persons as he likes? May I ask the Government to say if this in 
law. Then we Indians will know where we stand and whether lives of 
poor Indians are at all safe, under such circumstances. 

*1-15 P.M. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERSs We the non-official Britishers on this side- 
of the House deeply regret this unhappy occurrence which took place at 
Eulkati. I said so once before in this Council and I say so again with 
the greatest emphasis that we deplore the occurrence as much as any 
member of this Council. We also share the sympathy which goes to the- 
relatives of those who suffered and also to the relatives of those who were* 
killed. We agree also with Mr. Sen Gupta that this is not a matter ai 
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till for HinduiMm or Muhammadanism or British or Indian. Wo also 
approve of an inquiry, but where we do join issue is that we do not 
approve of an open inquiry of such a nature which may come to a non- 
official trial. The mover of the motion spoke about the punishment of 
Mr. Blandy. In our opinion, Sir, Mr. Blandy has suffered the greatest 
punishment which a man can possibly suffer. He had in the course of 
his duty to open fire on an unarmed crowd, and the remembrance of that 
awful date, the remembrance that deaths and suffering came from his 
order must be a profound grief to him as long as he should live. I say, 
Sir, that in the opinion of us on this side of the House an open inquiry' 
of the nature of an unfficial inquiry is contray to public policy. There 
•Hhould be an inquiry, that inquiry should be full and in detail but it 
should be made by a responsible superior officer. 


Babu JITEHDRALAL BANNERJEE: I should like to add a short 
rider to what Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta has said. I do not think it is 
necessary to say anything regarding the first portion of the motion, 
but I beg to diss^M'iate myself very strongly from the second part of 
Maulvi Abul Kasem’s resolution and the remarks he made on the sub- 
ject. I do not undei-stand — I do not care to understand — what he means 
by communal ci imes and communal cases. Crimes are crimes and must 
be punished, and it w'as no justification for a crime to say that it was 
committed in the heat of communal frenzy. I do not know if there 
■was any spirit of bargain-driving in the Pabna settlement. All that 
I know is that tin* grant of amnesty has restored peace to the people 
of Pabna and that was a consummation devoutly to l>e wished for. But, 
if there was any spirit of bargain working there, that spirit has to be 
condemned, and I hope Government wiW not follow that bad and wrong 
precedent elsew’here. Much has been talked almut Hindu-Moslein unity 
in this connection. T refuse to believe that Ilindu-Moslem unity can 
only be achieved upon a basis of mutual condonation of crimes. That 
end has to be attained by other, sounder and nobler means. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I do not wish to record a 
flilent vote on this question. I do not agree with many of the oliserva- 
tions which Sir Ab-dur Rahim and Maulvi Abul Kasem have thought 
fit to make. T am not prepared to condemn Mr. Blandy; possibly he 
was right. But the fact which have so far seen the light of day 
are not sufficient to remove all doubts from my mind. There is no 
doubt that firing took place; nor is there any doubt that a number of 
persons were killed. Now a firing is justifiable only in exceptional 
circumstances. Whether the circumstances were really exceptional 
or not ought to he investigated by an impartial Committee. I, there^ 
fore, think that there is a atrong case for an open inquiry; and in that 
view of the matter I support the motion. 
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KMn Muulur Mauivi 8YEO HUSAIN: I beg to support 

this motion because the Executive Council has not performed its duty 
as it ought to have done. The Muhammadans, I think the enti!% people 
of Bengal, demanded a public inquiry, nothing more than that. What 
is the justification of the Government not to allow an open and public 
inquiry? That very thing goes to show that Mr. Blandy was at 
fault. Otherwise there would have been an open and public inquirj’ 
to clearly show to the public that he was justified in opening fire upon 
the villagers: The Kulkati tragedy will ever remain green in the 
minds of the Moslems of Bengal. It will have its nemesis. The laws 
of nature are inexorable, but we, the Moslems of Bengal, demanded that 
there should be an open and public inquiry and nothing more. The tra- 
gic acts of Jallianwalla Bagh shrink before Kulkati. If w'e compare the 
tragic acts which were enacted in Jallianwalla Bagh with the Kulkati 
affairs here, we find that in Kulkati there was no assault, there was no 
aggression, still the people were fired on. In the former case there 
were some punishments inflicted but in this matter of Kulkati there 
was not even an open and public inquiry. Mr. Travers says that 
Mr. Blandy was punished, but in fact he has gone on leave without 
being punished at all. I say, he stands charged before the bar of 
public opinion in Bengal with 19 murder cases. He murdered 19 
Mussalmaiis for no offence of their own. coulee under a respon- 
sible Government these things would not have oirurred. If the 
Executive Council had been responsible to the people, then‘ would not 
have been such 'iort of imperviousness of the Government to the pitious 
cries of the Moslems and to the united appeal of the whole of Bengal 
to have an open inquiry into the matter. Of <*nurse it is not a matter 
of Hindu or Muhammadan interest. It is a matter that 19 Indians 
were murdered without any reasonahle (‘ause, without any justification 
and there ought to have been an inquiry into this matter. 

Mft H. $• 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President. Sir. I suj)i)oi't Mauivi 
Abul Easem. It is not necessary to go over the harrowing details of 
the incidents at Kulkati ; it is not even necessary at this stage for the 
purposes of the amendment to apportion praise or blame, l^et us see 
the admitted facts. An incident almost w'ithout parallel since the 
evil days of Jallianwalla Bagh has (wcurred ; a numlier of persons 
alleged to have been armed with primitive implements are opposed to 
soldiers armed with express service rifles; l>efore any actual assault 
takes place — the crowd may have been merely truculent — bullets are 
filled into the thick of a crowd — that has never .seen a rifle before and 
that does not know what horrible damage rifles can do — it is admitted 
further that more bullets were fired than ordered — persons sitting far 
behind the supari grove, sitting in their huts smoking hooJeaht and 
having nothing whatsoever to do with the crowd in front are killed — 
no proper treatment is accorded to the wounded although Mr. Rlatyly 
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came to the spot with the-. objec4,rof using force, if necessary — ^the 
wounded j^re carried to Barisal heaped one upon another and many die 
before ftey reach the hospitals. The following issues arise: — 

if . . 

(1) Could tlie incident have been prevented? Could the .district 

authorities have avoided the conflict? 

(2) Was force necessary? 

(•\) Was the force employed actually necessary to meet the needs 
of the occasion? 

(4) Was sufficient warning given, keeping in view the ignorance 

of the masses? 

(5) Were rifles necessary? Could grape shot have been used? 

Whn it a blunder to liave sent away the aimed }>oUce 
another expedition? Was it impossible to procure gui« in 
place of rifles? 

(b) Was proper medical attention jirovided? If not, who is res- 
ponsible? 

(7) On the admission that more shot were fired than ordered, who 
is r(*sponsible? 


It is not an easy matter to treat lightly \Oth death. An incident 
in which so many lost theii: lives, many absolutely innocent and in no 
way connected with the crowd, is passed over without an inquiry. Why, 
even when there is a slight collision between two ships on the river, 
an impiiry is held in order to ascertain if anybody is responsible for 
the collision and to find out the reasons, so that similar incident.s may 
be‘t«volded in the future: and so that it may be a guide to others 

A VOTCK : Not a public imjuiry. 

% ^Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It not a public inquiiy, at least a 
judicial in(|uiry is held by a magistrate befoie whom any one who is 
^jgnisant of the fatds may (ome and give his evidence. 

Surely such ft cataclysm, such a holocaust, called for something more 
than lip sympathy; called for something more to palliate the wound 
than words of comfort : calle<] for some redress other than a prosecution 
of the unfoi-tunate people who were so brutally wounded, with its conse- 
quent harassment and cruelty. This is not a question of Hindus or 
Muhammadans. What has happened to us to day may happen to the 
Hindus to-mori-ow, and hence if injustice has lieen done to it, it is the 
du^ of all, Hindus and Muhammadans to take up the cause of the 
oppressed. 

On the question of the amnesty, if the amnesty at Pabna has brought 
al)out a hopeful situation there, so much the better. Much can be said 
oHi behalf of those who 8uffere<l in jail previous to the amnesty, but I 
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will let _ ss. I will only say this dlit wfth the same charity* 
Government should grant an amne^y to those who were convicted in 
other riots, particularly in the coui-se of the riots at Oalcutt%v |t is 
admitted that the Muhammadans suflPered unduljf at the hands of the 
police, who happened to he predominantly Hindus — this implies 
as sure as fate that many were the false cases ^nxmght, and much of 
false evidence pi*ocured. 1 still maintain lhat the machinerj' of the 
police was utilised to oppress the Mussalmans here. We have suffered 
grievously. If you look at the records, you will find that while a large 
iiumher of Muhammuclaii^ were cluirged witli serious (»ffences, such 
as murder, riot under section 147 coupled with secfion •I2r>, eh ., the 
Hindus were mostly charged with light offences siuh as being in 
posse.ssion ot stolen pioperty. I dt> md wish to laise an invidious <lis- 
tim tion, hut 1 draw tlie attention of the (rt)\ ei innent to this — wlien they 
<d an amnesty, when they realise that an amnesty hring^ about 
a better relationsliip between the communities, then if they desire to 
brittg about tins bettei relationship, the\ should see that the amnesty 
iv extended. It should be noted that the Hindus came to an agree- 
meat with the Muhammadans only after the judgimmt in the High 
Couit. and the amnesty was declared only after the judgment which 
went against the Hindus. Similarly Hindu and Muhammadan leaders 
came to an agreement in Howbazar Street where a certain definite 
settlement was arrived at with regard to tlie (|Ut‘stion ot music before 
moscjue and cow saciifice. If you hold that an agreement of the leaders 
is tantamount to an agrc'cmeiit between the tw’o eommunities whiidi 
will justify an amnesty, then surely tlie meeting of buulers at How- 
bazar Street, in the office of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, 
can, nioie than aiiv otlier meeting, be considered fo be a meeting of 
such leaders, wdiy then have you not granted an amnesty to those, who 
Were convicted in the last riots and are rotting in jail, Muhammadaiit^ 
and Hindus alike, if there are any such Hindus still in jail. 

r.M. 

This is a matter which we shall press again and again before 
(jovernment in varifuis ways and we would ask Government to considilk 
the situation seriously because the Muhammadans, the Mubainmadans 
in Calcutta at any rate, feel, and feel with a great deal of justice ^hat 
they have suffered unduly severely at the hands of the police and the 
Government during the last Calcutta riots. 

Dr, KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May we hear the Hon’ble Minister 
for Education on this matter, Sir? 

Mr. PRiSIDENT: I <lo not know what you mean. Dr. Ray. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY S I mean what I say. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I Dot think you mean what you say. 
(Laug^hter.) ^ 

Babu SURENDRI^ NATH BI8WA8: Last yeai when a motion 
for adjourriment^jf the House on the Kulkati incident was broj^ht by 
Maulvi Abul Kasem he made a feeling speech and from his speech 
on that occasion I gathered that he intended to condemn Mr. Blandy 
for his action but I protested againfrt that saying that the facts which 
came to light up to that time were not sufficient to form our opinion, 

* not to speak of condemning Mr. Blandy. I also said at that time that 
the leaders who fomented communal ism were more responsible for the 
tragedy than Mr. Blandy. I still maintain that opinion but all the 
same I think that an open and public inquiry by the non-official members 
of this House ought to be made to remove all doubts and for that 
reason I support the present motion and propose that a committef df 
inquiry should be appointed on the lines embodied in the speech qJ 
my 4ssteemed friend, Mr. Sen Gupta. 

With these words I support the motion. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: I had no intention to speak on this 
subject but I feel inclined to say a tew words for various reasons. It 
is neither a communal (juestion noi- a (juestion whether Hindus or 
Muhanuiiadans suffered at Kulkati. It is a ({uestion whether the 
elementary rights of justice ha\e lieen denied to those people. It is 
a <|Uestion whether Mr. Blandy was in the light or in tlie wrong in 
opening fire upon those people under the (•ir('llmstan(‘e^ pievailing at 
the time and to encpiire into the facts we made a very reasonable and 
motjest demand for an open imjuiry — an inquiry to find out whether 
^be blunder done at Bakurganj was more serious than that committed 
by somebody at »Tallianwalla Bagh. It was only a demand, or rather 
a reiiuest to Government to find out whether Mr. Blandy did the.se 
things deliberately or on the spur and heat of the moment. It was a 
quefiiion whether Mr. Blaiiily was awaie that the mischief could not 
have been avoided by taking .Mime other steps. It is again a question 
to find out whether Mr. Blandy took all reasonable care that he should 
have tak^fh after the men were wounded, with regard to their medical 
treatment and whether from all these things it can be inferred that 
Mr. Blandy did all these things deliberately. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: We are very much indebted to Mr. Travers for 
expounding what he has described as the non-official British view on 
this Subjec t. W^e have never suffered from any illusions regarding the 
non-official British view; but all the same, I am indebted personally 
to Mr. Travers for doing more than what I had expected him to do. 
One of the reasons he has advanced for opposing an open public inquiry 
IB that the greatest punishment that one could suffer Mr. Blandy had 
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suffered, nwmely, the punishment of his^iconsffiience — the remoinse and 
shame he must have suffered from dieeause he had ordered shooting on* 
an unarmed people! (Ironical laughter!) Hefore ttmlay* beforeuthis ex- 
tremely itiuminating outburst of British sympathy, we did not know that 
General Dyer had to suffer from the same punishment!. We did not 
know fhat the quellers of the Sepoy Mutiny who luul ordered live 
human beings to be burnt — T say so on the authority of history and 
also on the authority of a recent and most illuminating Iniok on the 
subject by Mr. EJdward Thompson, whose name is well known in Bengal 

had to suffer from the same punishment! Before this extremely illu- , 

minating discoui-se on the subject by Mr. Travers, we did not know 
that the best punishment that one could possibly inflict on a man was 
to go and order him to shoot on an unarmed people, so that stung with 
shame and remorse, he may fly far from the country the air of which he 
has polluted. I think my esteemed friend, Mr. Sen Gupta, should take 
jKunts from the speech of Mr. Travers; and if he is ever called uimn 
to legislate on the Criminal Law in India, I hope he will accept the 
suggestion of Mr. Travers and introduce this new form of punishment 
among the long list oi punishments codified in the Indian Benal Code! 

In rising to support the motion I do not propose to make a speech 
on the merits of the question. 

On the material before us it is not possible for us to say that 
Mr. Blaiidy was right; noi can we assert that Mr. Blandy was wrong. 
But what I fail to understand is why on earth are you so anxious to 
avoid an open public iiujuiry if \ou think in all conscience that you 
aie right. 

The Hon’ble Mn A. N. MOBERLY: I am sorry that the debate 

has taken a racial and communal trend but I understand how deeply 
^ome at any rate of my friends feel over this tragedy (d Kulkati ; and 
I theiefore make allowance for certain expressions they have used 
which I feel sure they in their cooler moments will lealize are unjusti- 
fiable. Before I proceed to deal with the.se expressions I must twice 
again, on behalf of the Government of Bengal, express our deep regret 
at the deplorable loss of life which took place at Kulkati. and obr 
sincere sympathy with the relations of those who were killed there. 

I also desire to express my personal regret at the circumstances which 
prevented me from saying all that I had to say when the adjourn- 
ment of the Council was moved a year ago. 

Before I go any further I should like to make it clear, as has been 
pointed out by my friends opposite, that this matter is the respon- 
sibility of the Governor in Council and it is not in any way the respon- 
sibility of the Ministers. Further, that the Minister of Education, 
who, it was suggested, should speak on this subject, was not in office 
at the time when the tragedy occurred; he was not in office at the 
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me when it fras decided not to drag Mr. Blandy before the Iiegie- 
tive Council — (A voice: But at fhat time he was a member of this 
)uncil.) and since he has been in office thit question has been treated 
res judicata although he has referred to it and has expressed his 
ews on the subject. 

Now I come to the occurrence itself, I tried to explain matters 
best I could in my speech last year. I pointed out that it was 
ire chaiK'e that the Eastern Frontier Rifles happened to be deputed 
Ponabalia instead of to any other place. The district of Bakarganj 
the time was disturbed and it had become necesvsary to reinforce 
e local police by our only provincial reserve. Normally the ordi- 
ry armed reserve would have gone to Ponabalia but on this occasion 
ey were engaged on other duties and the Eastern Frontier Rifles 
^re sent. Next may I say that the recoid of the Eastern Frontier 

ifles is not a record of bloodslied. They were employed in (\alcutta 

lObI at the time of the “ Komoffafa Maru ” trouble and in th#* 
ursn of that troulile in pursuing and in rounding up some of the 
gitives they fired. From that day in 1913 uj) to the Calcutta liots 
192() the battalion never fired a shot in 13 years, as their mere 
esence in many places was sufficient to prevent serious disturbances. 

I lf)20 in tlie course* of the Calcutta riots wlien firing was nece«'Sary 

I several occasions the battalion oi* rather the detachment of them that 
?re here fired hetween them seven rounds. 3'he onl\ other occasion 
len they fired was on this unfortunate day last Maidi. 'I’herefoie, 
far as the record of the battalion went, there was no gieat likeli- 
lod that their employment timre would lead to bbxxlshed. On the 
lif'r hand had theie been any special selection of a force foi duty at 
place where serious trouble was anticipated, which tliere was not at 
"jAabalia, these j)eople would ver> likely have been selected in fhe 
>pe that their mere }»reseme would sutiice to jjrevent it. 

As regards the disposition <d' the fi.rce. it has been said that 
r. Jllandy went tliere with the object of using Ituce. Of (>ourse 
»en anybody goes to ])revent a disturbam-e there is always a possibility 
foi‘(*e may have to be used, I a<Imit that the disposition which 
r. Bland.y made was in the light of after events unfortunate, but his 
e object in making it wm to avoid as far as possible any use of force, 
e have had not one but several iiupiiries made. The Commissioner 
gan by making an inquiry and later on he was called ujK>n to rejmrt 
two spei’ific jioints. AVe then had an inquiry made by the Com- 
iinding Officer of the Eastern Fnmtier Rifles, who was not in Bakar- 
nj the time of the occurrence, from a purely military' point of view, 
e also jii^ceived ihe opinion’ of the (General Officer Commanding the 
residency and Assam Distri<’t on the military disposition. The one 
Istake that Mr. Blandy made from start to finish was this that instead 
keeping his fort'e at a distance of 100 yards or so fi-oin the crowd, he 
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brought them up close to the citiwd with fixed bayonets, in the hope that 
this ^uld have sufficient effec't to make the mob fall back ^without 
causing any trouble. The immediate effect of this disposition^ was to 
cause the mob to fall back, and it enabled the officers to go among the 
crowd in order to try and pei-suade them to disperse, and it also enabled 
them to arrest the Maulvi without trouble. Unfortunately, however, 
the mob be<anie more and mme truculent, and the small force, which 
might possibly have dis]>ersed the mob with much less bloodshed, had 
it l>een kept at a distance, was surrounded by the mob armed with 
spears. The mob were within a few feet of the force, and it then became 
a question whether the force was going to be rushed by the mob, or 
whether the mob should be dispersed before that haj>pened. It was a 
serious resjwiisibility. and Mr. Blandv decided — and I do not think 
that any other decision was possible at the moment — that the mcd) 
should l)e dispersed. lie ordered that one round should be fired, but 
his order was not properly heard owing to the noise, and some men 
fired one round and some more whilst some did not fire at all. As soon as 
the mob showed signs of dispei-sing, the firing was stopped. As T have 
pointed out, Mr. Illandy made this one mistake, that of bringing his 
men close to the crowd. If, he had taken the alternative and the mob 
after l>eing tcdd to disperse had not dispersed or had advunc'ed to 
attack hi^ force it would have been his duty to order the firing of one 
(ir two rouncb, but there was much greater likelihood of his having to 
fire if he had tried to disperse the mcd) in that way. This, Sir. is the 
account of the firing at Kulkati. 

Then we come to the cdiarge made nlmut the want of care shown 
tcjwju'ds the wounded men. As you know. Sir, there are frequent 
occassions when armed police have to go out to preserve the peace. 
The Police budget does not include any pr*ovision for clocdors or 
ambulaiu*es, and if it were necessary to take out doc tors and ambulances 
every time a few constables oi armed j)olic*e are sent out under circiims- 
tanc*es of this kind, we should have to provide for a verj' large medicat 
force indeed. I deny abscdutely that Mr. Blandy had any intenticm 
whatever of firing when he arrived, or before he arrived, at Ponabaliu, 
and I deny most emphatically that he wished at any time to have 
recourse to firing. All his disiH)sitions were taken with a view to 
avoiding firing as far as jxissible. We had a special inc|uiry made by 
the Commissioner on the subject of the wounded. What happened was 
this. There is a small khal connecting Kulkati with the Barisal rt^er. 
The nearest place where there is a hospital is Jhalakatl, which alumt 
three miles in^ straight line from Kulkati, and some of the men who 
were more seriously wounded were taken there. Carts are not used 
in that part of the country and the obviou.s thing to do was to take the 
men to Jhalakati bv boat. 


11 
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Btbu JITBNORALAL BANNERJEE: May 1 know if the Com* 
misMioner’s report was ever published.^ If ijo#, has the Government any 
intention of publishinf? it now? 

The Hott’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A lar^e boat was necessary 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 think, Sir. we ought to have an answer 
troni Mr. M(»berly as to whether the Ctjuiniissioner’s report will be 
published or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I think I should not allow any question to be put 
to the Hon’ble Member at this stage. The (piestion has not been put 
with my permisNion and it iN not fm- him to answer it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY; Sir, these members have alieady 
spoken oif the <]uestion without any interruption and they should not 
interrupt me now. 

A large lamt had to be used and when they got to the liarisal river 
the wind and tide were against them. That caused considerable delay 
in arriving at Jhalakati. Gnee they arrived at Jhalakati they were 
promptly attended by the Doctm theie and subseejuent lepoits show... 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA. Mun I j)Ut one (Jiiestion to the Hon’ble 
Member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The best th ing to do is to put \oui (juestion 
after the Hon'ble Member has finished. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: The point is this. When a paiticular 
member is speaking, if there is any point to lie ( leared up then and 
there it is generally done by putting a (piestion to him. The {|uestion 
^ is geiierally answered, of course, if the member gives way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite undeistand your point, ^^’ha^ I mean 
* to say is this. If 1 encourage memlMUs putting question^ to the Hon'ble 
Member at this vtage, then there will be interruption from all sides. 
The pi'oper piocedure i*- to put q\ie>t ioii"* attei’ the Hon ble Member has 
finished his speech, and that with my consent and a})proval. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sij, if the Hon'ble Member is 
reading from a particular report are we not entitled to know’ w'bat the 
report is? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The best thing to do is tt> note down >uch points 
as you want the Hon'ble Member to clear up and put questions I'elating 
to them, through me j^fter the Hon’ble Member has finished his speech. 
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Tll0 Mr* ^* N* MOBERLYs I may {»ay at Sir, that I 

was not reading fi-oin the report. I have l>een too busy the last few 
days to write out a speet*S^n this suhjert. I am not reading from the 
Commissioner’s repoH although I am referring to it. 

It w'as subsetjuently useeitained that the Assistant Surgeon at Jhala- 
. kati had remlered first' aid very eftii iently. It was after this that 
^erious delay wnmired. The wounded men received projier medical 
aid at Jhalakati, hut a> there was not sufficient aci'ommodation 
the local Assistant Surgeon said that the men must lie taken to Barisal. 
KffoHs were then made to get boats, hut the local police failed to induce 
the iMiatmen of the place to let their boats on hire on any terms at all, 
and conseiiuently the men could nof he g(»t away till in the morning. 
Well, the police coiihl not insist on private pei*sons hiring out their 
boat-', hut I think it is very much to he regretted that the local boat- 
men at Jhalakati did not sh(»\N more humanity in this matter. However, 
the ])oli<‘e <lid theii best, hut after they had secured the boats, the 
tiile was against them and the wounded men did not get to Harisal till 
‘.i o'l-lock next afternoon. Theieaftei there was no delay. It has been 
said, and it is unite true, that warrants were not ready for their 
admission to the jail hut tliey were a<lmitted into the jail without 
warrants. 

Now, Sii. we come to the (juestion ot an open and puhlii' emjuiry. 1 
dul not (|uite understand what the mover wanted, hut it has been ma<le 
peilectly cleai by su])se(|uent s]>eakei-s. that what is reijuired is that an 
in(juii> should he made by the mm-ofli* ial memhei's of the Legislative 
( 'ouncil. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: T dctiniteU stated in my motion that I 
wanted an open in<juir\. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (hder. oidet. Why did you rise and make those 
remaiks without iny leave 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Is not the inemhci- entitled to 
make an ohsci\ation h\ wa> <»t peisnnal explanation*:' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Fhat is for me to decide, Mr. Hose. When he 
rose uj) he should have stated that he did so on a point of j>erHonal 
explanation ami slnnild not ha\e said anything inoie till I gianled him 
lea\e?.to [iioceed. 

The Hin'bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Mv friend did not say what 
soit of o]>en imKiiry he wanted, 

Mr. 4 . »|. SEN GUPTA: thi a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
The Htm’hle Member is wrong in saying that the mover of the motion 
or I did not say what soii of incjuiry' w'as wanted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You are tryiDg to explain on behalf pf Maulvi 
Abul Kasein and you ouj?ht to know that vou can not do so. 

Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: May I say that neither I nor the mover 
asked for an inquiry coininittee solely composed of non-official members 
of the Omncil and I do not think any other member asked for it except 
one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: On a point of peisonal explanation, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ycn, Muulvi Sahi)>. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: Hv open iiKpiiiy I mean an inquiry where 
all sorts of evidence will l>e taken and witnesses will be subjected to 
cross-examination and their evidence made public. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 am ^lad, Sir, that I have at 
la.st ffot it. Directly after this occurrence took place, a case was insti- 
tuted ajfainst various persons including the Mauivi. One of the points 
at issue in that case was whether the <*haracter of the assembly was 
unlawful or not. That case came on for trial at Barisal and in the 
course of trial Mr. Blandy, Mr. Taylor (the Superintendent of Police) 
and Mr. Hiswas (the Sadar Subdivisional Officer) were subjected to a 
detailed ci’oss-examination on every point connected with this occurrence. 

The evidence on this |K)int was not very relevant, but we did not 
wish to burke the inquiry in any w^ay 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: What about ( ross-examination : they were 
not allowed to be cross-examined on the incident of firinp- 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not quite understand what you mean, 
Mauivi Sahib. Do you rise on a point of personal explanation or on 
a point of order ? 

MSuIvi ABUL KA8BM: 1 want to say that they were not. . . . 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on had better re.sume your seat. 

The Hon'blV Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The Counsel for tlxM^rown \Mts 
instructed not to object to any questions which were asked as to the 
factii of the occurrence and to allow any paj)er8 which the other side 
wanted to he put in. The case was sub judire from thE||3rd of March 
up till the l.st of December when the case was finally disposed of. 
Daring these months we had inquiries made first by the Commissioner 
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into the origioal occurrences, second, by the CommisBioner into the 
question of the wounded amdthe filing, thirdly, by the Deplity Inspector- 
General of Police into the conduct of the Police in counec'tion with the 
delay that took place in removing the wounded at Jalakati, and, 
fourthly, by the Officer Commanding the Eastern Frontier Rifles into* 
the military disposition of the force on which we subse(|uently obtained 
the opinion of the (’eiieral Officer Commanding. None of these inquiries, 
could very well have been made publicly, because the case waa $ith 
},t(Hrr as it might prejudice the trial. However, dire< tly after the 
occurrence took place some of the leading Muhammadans of (^'alcutta. 
indiidirg my friend the mover of this motion, went down to Barisal. 
They did not offer any assistance to the Commissioner who was making 
his first enquiry at the time, but they lodd a meeting at which I regret 
to say somfe extremely intemperate speeches were made. The first 
resolution condemned Mr. Hlaiidy, and the second (ailed tor a Committee 
ol inqniiy. I only ask yon, Sir. to look at the speeches in this Council 
tr decide as to whether any inquiry which did not condemn Mr. Blandy 
\M)uld '^atisfy anybody. (Cries ot : “Of c(mrs(‘, of course”.) Tbe 
tone of th(*se speei bes is sufti(‘ient ((► s]io\\ that communal and racial 
feeling is still luniiiiig very high. We have got all the facts, 1 have 
given YOU all the facts, and 1 do not think that any good will n'snlt 
from going into thi'. (piestion again. So mucli for Kulkati. 

Now I < ome to tlie (jiiestion of the Pahna amnesty. I shall have 
to go back a little uay to tin* riots whi( li took place in l)ac(’a in S(‘p- 
teinber. I92f>. After ihono riots and hen the cases were under trial, 
the Tbihlic Prosecutor and a friend of mine who was (bd'ending the 
acci’sed and who is also a member of this Council got together and got 
the l(‘ading Hindus and Muhammadans togetlier, and trjed to bring 
about a coniju omise. I’liey said it would be greatly to the advantage 

foinmnnal }x*ace if a number (»f these cases ueie withdrawn. T]i(‘y 
went to the (^»mmissionei with tlu'se pKJposals, and the (’ommissioner 
Bent them up to the (Toverninent and (toverninent consicb ri d them and 
;'<>reed to the withdrawal. Two cas(*s were excepted fnun the comiuo- 
nijse. Since then communal feelings have been mneb better than they 
were Indore. 

The next communa] case took place in Nadia in Palasliijtara last 
,'ear. A number of cas<»8 were instituted tlieie also, and there again 
the leading Hindus and Muhammadans in the district got together — 
‘‘^*d (»ne of the leading Muhamiiiaduiis is a memheT of this (\nineil — and 
came with ^proposal.s for the withdrawal of all the cases on both 
‘'ide.s on tlrt payment of compensation 1<» the |K>ople who had suffered. 
They went dow'u and got the eoriseiit of everybody concerned on both 
sides to the w'ithdyawfil of the.se cases. The cases were then allowed to be 
withdrawn, ana^ am glad to say that there has been no trouble in the 
loi^ality since. "T hope that ike same gentlemen will mapage to put a 
»top to treble which has arisen in another quUrter in the sjime district 
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where though th?re has been no serioua rioting, there have been a great 
many complaints. e. » 

Coming to Pabna. The riots took place, as we know, in July, 192G. 
'i’liere were a numlier of prosecutions, but with the exception of one 
case all the accused were Muhammadans. The case in Pabna was 
rather peculiar. The original riot took place in the town. The Hindu.s 
vcho have been adjudged to have been responsible for the riot, them- 
selves got into a panic which led to looting. Four hundred Muham- 
madans were convicted. There was not verj" much that yvaj| religious 
in that business. The Hindus were convicted in the riot case but were 
acquitted on appeal. We considered that the original occuiTence was 
responsible for the whole of the outbreak in Pabna, and that this 
decision was wrong so ^^e appealed to the High Court and^ilie High 
Cotirt in last December convicted the accused persons. ' Tlie^ position 
iheD was this : we had a dozen Hindus who had been convicted of 
rioting; we had on the other band about 400 Muhammadans in jail who 
would never have been there had it not been for the rioting. We had 
assessed a lot of jieople in Pabna tor jmyment of compensation to the 
Hindus in the mufassal for the loss they had sustained from the looting, 
and those peojde who had been a.ssessed put in a civil suit and got 
afi injunction. The iKisition was that, there were 12 Hindus on the one 
side and 400 Miihammadans on the other, and w(‘ could not get compen- 
sation promiitly for the sufferers 

(The Hon’ble Member here having leached his lime limit was allowed 
two minutes more to finish his sjieeih.) 

That was the Pabna case. Now', Sir. we wrote down to 

the local ]u*ople asking them w'hether an amnesty would be for the 
good of the pence of the distriid. They said “ Yes." We did not 
issue any arbitrary orders for an amnesty but having had the experience 
of Dacca and Palashipara and the results attained there; we put the 
case to the Iwal people and they accepted the compromise, before final 
orders were passed. One more word, ami that is about Calcutta. Cal- 
cutta is not like any other tow’u in Bengal. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
mentioned n compromise in Bow Bazar — 1 know nothing about this 
compromise — but T do not think that a compromise between Mnbam- 
nindans and Hindus in Bow Bazar can be taken as a comj)romise beWeeu 
the Muhammadans and Hindus of Calcutta. We have hud no repre- 
sentation from the Hindus and Muhammadans of Calcutta .aj|jt^ut a 
general amnesty and 1 do not think that we can consider this queatiofi 
until we get one. • ^ 

4-16 i*.M. 

A MEMiiKK : Will the Hon'hle Meuil»er l>e pieasfd to flate whetherih^ 
Commissioner's report was publiahed P ^ 
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Mr. PREWOENT: Order, Order. Tlie action that I am about to 
take will not create a precedent. But, us the subjfePt under discussion 
is very important, I will |iUow a few questions to be put to the Hon‘ble 
Member in charge, provided the questions are jieitinent and imiKirtant. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the HonMde Member 
be pleased to state whether Goveinment has any intention of publishing 
the (’nmmissioner's report which the Hon’ble Member has several times 
mentioned in his speech ? 

The Itbll’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government have at present 
no intention of publishing the report. 


MMlI^i ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon ble Member be pleased to 
state wh^her the situation at Pabna was not the same as that at Dacca P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thut is a matter of opinion, and 1 do not allow 
tiiat question. 

Miulvi ABUL KA8EM: I submit. Sir, that i\\v Hon'hie Member 
lias stated that wherever there was a situation 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. Grder, Order. 
The motion that the demand ot Bs. 22,000 under the head “ 221). — 
Executive Gouucil " he reduced hy Its. d was then jmt and a division 
taken with the following result; — 

AYES. 


Afial, Mauivi tytd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Atiqullah, Mr. tyad Md. 

Bagahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra- 
Bakth, Mautvl Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Rramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Promatha Nath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 
madrai, Babu turandra Nath. 

SdBl, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baaa, Mr. t. C. 

Bata, Mr. Bubbaa Chandra. 

ChBkr a biir tt y, Mabu datindra Nath. 
OhB N Bh nri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBxar 
MBhnian. 

Chaudhury, Mgitlvl Oatam Maarta. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad A lam. 

Oaa Onpta. Dr. d. M. 

O a tta , BabM AnNilya ^landra. 

EArBWi, Khan BahadBP K. B. M. 
•BBBBlyft* Babu KbaBtatfra Math. 
iMran. ^nlvl^ Abdul. 

Bnpta, Mr. ddBdpA fMndra. 


Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 
Himataingha, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 

Haqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad Maqbul. 
Huauiin, Mauivi tatafat. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abuf. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Bahib Mauivi Muaacam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamisuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Naxaur Nahman. 

Lala, Babu Barada Kripa. 

Haiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, Brijut Tarahnath. 

Naahar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

R^him, Bir AbBMiS 
Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Bhamaur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur*. 

Rauf, Mauivi Byad Ahdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha ^Jj^**^** 
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nay, Mu BurtnUrm Natfi. 

Hay, Or. KumiNl iankar. 

Ray, Or. OMhan ChaiNlra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. iCjran tankar. 

•anyal, tabu taabintfra Narayan. 


Sarkar, Batw NaliRirmaJan. 

•attar, Kban Sahib Abdiia. 

•attar, Mr. Abtfaal Raiak Hajaa Abdaal. 
•an Oupta, Mr. J, M. 

•alaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. f. 


N0E8. 


Abbalt, Mr. f. 0. 

Bartan, Mr. J. F. 

CatMlIa, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'ble Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. 0. Q. 

Oowdlng, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond. Mr. J. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. •. 

Iddia, Mr. A. MaD. 

Ohaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Ooanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 
damaa, Mr. F. E. 

Llndtay, Mr. J. H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. J. 0. 

MaeBaan, Mr. J. A. 

Maadonald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. 


MaCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Sir Pravaah Ohundar. 
Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Nalaon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phalpt, Mr. Travor ,1. 

Prantiea, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

^ay, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 

Kahaunith Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Pratad Singh. 

Saehaa, Mr. F. A. 

tarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Proaad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Major-Qanaral Oodfray. 

I Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

! Travara, Mr. W. L. 

I Woidaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes heinjf (»1 and ihe Xoes 43, the motion was oariiod. 

(At 4-‘Jt) r.M. the (’oiincil wa*' adjourned and it M'a>''einhled at 
4-tOr.M.) 

The lollo\Ninj^ motions were called hut not moved: — 


Maulvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF; “ That tlie demand of Ks. 22,000 
under the head * 22 — Kx<*eutive (’ouneil ’ he i educed hy Ke. 1. 


Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 

'Hu, 64,000 under the head ‘ 22Ph — Pay of Minister for Ediicatio^i ’ be 
reduced hy Us. tl3,909.” 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD; '*That the demand of 

Rs. 04,000 under the head ‘ 22E. — Pay of Mini^^ter for lA>cal Self- 
(ioveriniient ’ ])e reduced hy Rs. 63,999.'* 

^ Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD; That the dmand of Rs. 1,28,000 
under the head ‘22E. — Pay of Ministers for Education and Ix>cal Self- 
Gtc^ernment ’ l»e lefused.*' 
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Mauivi SYID ABDUR RAUF: “That the demand of Rs. 8,740 
under the head “22E. — Ministers — Travelling Allowance be refused/’ 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: “ That the demand of Rs. 300 under 
the head ‘ 22 E. — Ministers — Hill Allowance ' be refused.” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I move that the demand of 
Rs, 1,4G,0(?0 under the head “22E. — Ministers” he refused.” 


Sir, our position is well-known in this matter and this matter has^ 
l)een discussed threadbare and I do not think there is anything new to 
he ^aid. I propose therefore to he brief: we are not for granting thi» 
demand on the simple ground that Ministers are a part of that un- 
workable machinery of diarchy; and it is admitted on all hands that 
diandiy has failed as it was bound to fail. Four or five years before it 
might have been a matter of controversy as to w'hether the system was- 
g(M»d oi‘ bad or whether Ministers could do any good to the country. 
Rut in the light of our past experience of these 8 or 9 years the question 
i-, n(>w set at rest and it is now admitted bv every body — official and 
non-offi(*ial — and by all shades of opinion — that the system has failed. 
AVe have irot the oj)inion of those gentlemen — Members and c.r-Ministers 
and of the late (loveinor wiiose opinion 1 had <|Uoted yesterday in thi^ 
Rouse that the system could not possibly work efficiently. If any 
reason i*' wanted at all, I think section r>2 of the Government of India 
Act undei' which Ministers are appointed is a sufficient reason for 
ictii>al of the Ministers' salary. Undei that section Ministers are- 
appointed by the Governoi and they hold ofhce at his pleasure. Ihe 
appointment is made by the (icivernoj’ and they can continue in office s<s 
loiiii as Ris Kx<ellencv please^* but it is for the (\>uncil to grant their 
salar\ . Is this not a most anamolous position^ Ministeis are appointed 
<}uite independent of the (juestion a** to wdiether oi’ not they <*njo\ the 
ccuifidence of the Hfuise for whom the Rouse is asked to grant their 
‘•alarv. From ouj‘ past experience w’e have found that Ministers are? 
appointed fi*om among those gentlemen who have no following in the 
t'ouncil at all. AVhat is the result The result is that having no 
fcllowing in the House they rely upon the Government officials and 
nominated members for support in all matters. Conserpiently, when- 
ever there i> any t|uestion between the G«)verninent on one side and the’ 
ja^ople on the other, invariably Ministers have to vote with the Govern- 
ment. As the sun rises in the East wdth equal certainty our W)-callea 
pc>I»ular Ministers have to vote in the same lobby with the Government 
Members. We have not had up till now wdthin these 10 years a single 
instance in which our so-called popular Ministers have voted with the 
people. Not to speak of minor matters — even on matters of vital 
interest in which the people of the country are verx' veiy keen and in 
which there is no difference of opinion amongst them— even on the 
question of the treatment of political prisoners, the Repeal of the Re^ 
press! ve I^ws — even on such occasions our so-<’alled popular Muaistera 
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liatQB never voted with the people. As soon as these Ministers are 
4 ippointed, their opinion change and their movements change from one 
lobby to the other lobby. friend on my left whispers that they 

c hange colour conveniently aS" occasion arises like that of a chameleon. 
Now, Sii-, this is liound to be the position in view of the fact that they 
have got to lely on the official support for their continuance in office, 
^iliere may be one or two individuals who may do otherwise but their 
jiumber is very few. The existing system is such as for ordinary 
people — I may freely (‘onfess this for ordinary people unless a man is 
♦ixceptionally strong, it is rather veiy' difficult to do any good to the 
<’ountry. These Ministers have got absolutely no control over the 
finances. They are entrusted with so many Nation Building Depart- 
ments, etc., but they have got no voice — no real contiol over the 
finances. They are absolutely at the mercy of the Finance Member 
in the matter of any new scheme for their Nation Building Depart- 
ments. In fact they are Ministers only in name. I am not speaking 
with regard to a particular individual but with regard to the system 
■as a whole. Ministei’s under the existing circumstances are worse than 
the Members of the Kxe< utive Touncil. The Members of the Executive, 
if they so please, can do sonif g»>od, but not the scM-alled pripular 
Ministers because of the fact that the position of Executive rouncil 
ift assured by tlie Act. Even the Governor lias got signet imes to yield to 
Members of the Executive. Under sertion ot? (.7) Ministers l»a\e got 
no voice. In relation to the Transferred subjects the Governoi slial) be 
■guided by the advice of Ministers, but he is not bound to follow theii 
■advice. The action is the action of the Governoi’ and the Ministers 
only advise him in regard to their Departments. 

4-4o P..M. 

In fact the two halves of the Government — the Executive Council 
tind the Ministers — can lie described as two wives of the Government. 
Certainly our Ministers are not the favouiite wives, and, theiefore, they 
ure always at a disadvantage. If our Ministers aro responsible to the 
legislature and are removable by them, and if they are guided in nil 
mutters by the advice of the elected representative^ (d this House, 
ihen only they can be regarded as popular Ministers, and then only 
this House may be asked to grant their salary. Otherwise why should 
t^iis Hou.se be a party to an appointment in whieb there is no element 
of rosponsibility, and when the appointment is made more in the interest 
'Of the .sendee of Government than the service of the countiy. Such 
tieing the ea.se, I .should think that our Ministers are really po Minis- 
ters and they are a mere apology for Ministei's. With these words I 
move the motion, that stands in my name. 

*' JITINDRALSL ■ANIIER4EEf Mr. President. Sir. I have 

Sreatvfileasure in Mupportrng tie uiotioa of Babu .Vkhil Chandra Datta 
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— all the more so in view of the allied motion that is eomipfr for 
discussion within a verj- few days. The i-esult of the votin^j: to-doy 
will be watched by me with peculiar iiilt|fi*est. It will l>e a test of the 
sincerity of some people. It will sei*\^e also ns a pointer to me as 
lejfards the way in which I myself may W called upon to vote on a 
subsequent motion. The Maharaja of Mymensinjrh has asked for and 
obtained leave of the House to move a motion of want of (‘onfidence in 
Ministers, and I know that a notice to the same effect was jriven also 
by Maulvi AImIuI Karim for whose jrrey hair and larpe experience I 
have the jfieutest possible respect. Therefore, Sir, I say that, when the 
voting- on this <liscussion comes on to-day. I shall watch it with 
peculiar interest. I shall eagerly wat<*h out foi the Maharaja 
ol Mymensingh whose substantial anatomy, like that of your humble 
servant, can hardly be missed in the lobbies. I shall eagerly look out 
also for the agile and alert jiersonality of Maulvi Abdul Karim 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banneijee, you are not talking without biaa 
and I do not know why you should think fit to indulge in personalities. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir. a little pei sonality will 
break no lames specially when they aie so well padded. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut 1 will iM*t allow \(ui t(» do s(u Hlease confine 
youiselt to the motion. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Above everything, Sir, I 
shall watch out tor Sir Abd-ur-Hahiin — the man behind the scene and 
whom I can deM-ribe as the organiser and (’aptain General of the plan 
and campaign of of»erations. (Laughter.) • 

Mr. PRBSIDENT: You aie going into peisonul matteis again. 
Please give up that line altogether. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: There i. one misundcr. 
standing which I should like to clear up at the very outset. We on this 
side of the House do not think that b\ killing diarchy we wdll parulyse 
the Government. We know that the Government has .stuck its 
tentacles too deep in the soil of the land. We labour under no such 
delusion. We know on the other hand that imwt Europeans will wel- 
come the dissolution of the Ministry, because work even under the 
nominal .supervision of a black man is odinu.s to their rntionr propre. 

And yet diarchy must be destroyed. It is wrong and *viciotbik in 
principle. You cannot have & ^G<^ernment half aiUF^ballf. 
half-responsihle to Parliafflent aqd »^balf>responsible. ifVtninally 
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to the Lejj^iglature, but really to the Goveruor or who!4oever you 
like — Secretaries, Thider-Se^retaries, Deputy Secretaries et hoc 
Omni, nay, perhaps e^en to the chapras.sis in white and 
jfold who form the most imposing part of the niinisteiial paraphernalia. 
The Minister’s position is not only false and anomalous, it is hateful, 
ialious, derogatory to one’s self-respect. The Minister is a thing of rags 
and patches, he has no basis of strength upon which to stand. He has 
no crintrol over the purse, he has to be content with the leavings of the 
Iteserved Depai'tnients : he has no control over the policy, he is over- 
ridden by His Excellency the Governor. He is not the master even in 
his own house, for there his civilian subordinates flout him with im- 
punity and carry things with a high hand, over hi^^ head or behind his 
back as the case may be. 

Sir, I cannot say much about the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Husain, 
foi', in all political matters, the Hon’ble Nawab is as innocent as a babe 
new born. Hut what shall 1 say about Sir lb C. Mitter — a Kayastha 
of Knynsthas — I mean no ofteiice to any body, not even to you, Mr. 
President — a Kayastha of Kayasthas, possessing both by right of caste 
and in the right of his own self, one of the astutest brains in Bengal. 
What shall I say of him? He surely knows, none better, of all the 
implications and beaiing of a ^^inister's position. He has tasted, none 
deejjer, the sweets and bitters nf (»fli<ial position. How comes it then 
that we find him once again alb»wing his neck to be placed under a cruel 
and galling yoke? How comes it th<‘n that we find him once again, 
almost at the fag-end of life, engaged in one of the m(»st thankless and 
profitless tasks in the world? Spinning ropes out of sand, trying to 
W’ork a system w'hich has stuck in the mire and which refuses to work? 
How can we po.ssibly repose our confidence in on(‘ who is so blind and 
deaf to the onions and signs of the times? How’ (*an we possibly repose 
our confidence in one who persists in a futile vital course of conduct 
quite against the whole current of popular opinion in the country? 

Sir, so far as this shortsighted Hritislj Government is concerned, it 
deserves alike our pity and contempt. It refuses to profit by the ex- 
jierience of the past : it refuses to learn from the lessons of history. 
"Again, again and yet once again has Bengal pronounced the doom of 
diarchy in terms unmistakable save to the veriest fool, and vet we find 
ibis (Government valiant against despair, proof against wisdom and 
experience, girding up its loins again and yet once again in a vain 
attempt to keep diarchy alive. But the thing tannot be done. 
Dian'hy refuses to live, it is a plant which does not flourish on the soil 
of Bengal. This soil, so ri<*h, so feitile. so hospitable, hospitable even 
to enemies, is unfavourable to the growTh of (his sickliest of all plants. 
Besides, the eurse of b^irrenness is upon it. It bears no flower, it 
bringe’*lorth no fruit. Its record is of blank and utter negations. 
**Cut it do\t?h, why cumberalit i( the grouhd 
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■itel JATINORA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: Sir, I rise to 
support the luotiou of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta and in doing so 1 do 
not intend to inflict a long speech on JMn House. 1 have really no 
patience for the array of constitutional arguments for or against the 
reforms; I cannot bring niysclt to respect the attitude of the petty politi- 
cians, who would <‘oine forward with a confusing rally of logic and 
propaganda. Sir, I do not propose to confuse the issues, when the issues 
liefore the count iw are already (‘onfused by the shaineles> lies and 
contemptible sugar-coated half truth.s .so malifluously used by the agents 
and instruments of autocracy. 

Are we really called upon to pronounce our veidict in any con.stitu- 
tional issued If we are, we state clearly and loudly that the constitution 
is a fraud. It is a fraud because it is autocracy only veiled. It is 
tyranny, without the note of Inildness and honesty that was the privilege 
of Czars and Kaisers. It is hypocritical, in that it does not dare to 
show its steel lined face and seeks the clonk of a burenucraiy-patented 
popular responsibility. Down with hypocrisy, out with tyranny, away 
with fraud. 

That is our cry, that is the cry in the slums of cities. That is the cry 
in the famished huts in the countryside. That is the message from the 
groans of the prison cells in far away Burma and Trichinopoly. 

Sir, it has been said that we are thought le.ssly militant without 
being prudently constructive. Have we any thing to build ony Are 
we to build on Nandsy Tliiee siuM cssive elections have made it clear that 
this fraudulent constitution is not %vanted. Three suc(*essive votes in 
this House have proved that diarchy has no friend in the country. It is 
frankly and freely a game of threat, a bullying trick. From the other 
side they say “ You must have it otlierwise. . 1'he <|uestion 

at issue is whether any responsibility has been conferred up«)n Ministers' 
new opjK)rt\inities of service created. 

It has been the experience of the Ministers that they are no better 
than glorified clerks at the nieny of the Governor, unfriended by the 
Finance Department and contemptuously ignored by the Secretaries. 
In these circumstances the only co-operutioii that can l>e demanded is 
that which subsists between a tnaster and a servant the unquestioned 
obedience to orders, a spineless submission to settled facts, a thoughtle.ss 
acquiescence to policies and programmes determined by agency other 
than the Ministers. The co-operation demanded is of no better ({uality 
than that which obtains Wtween a slave and a slave driver. The 
Bengal liegislative Council killed diarchy three times during the past 
few years. That was proving to the demonstration that the constitu- 
tion was not acceptable to them. The talk of responsibility is all hum- 
bug. Freedom does not grow in an atmosphere of jealousies ' end 
suspicious and unbeliefs. The only good work the Ministers can-do is 
to help in the continuance of natioi^l slaveiy^ in the disguisad forms ot 
Refontied Constitution. 
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Sir, we have still some spark of life left in us, cru.slied down 4)y 
tyranny, we have .still a feeble voice that rises like a prftyerr. to the 
stars and says Hurl back the fraudulent offer to the tyrant’s faee;’^ 
Revolt is and oujfht to l>e in us. Revolt is in our blood. Revolt lAould 
course throu^rh our blood into our veins. From the livinf? graves of 
prison houses comes the message — ‘‘ Speak straight, stand straight, do 
not compromise with tyranny.” The anarchy in the countryside,^ tbo 
suppressed groans of poverty, the fretful looks that humiliations bring— 
they all proclaim. “ Stand erect and defy.” To inhuman repression, 
to ruthless exploitation they expect our voluntary co-operation. Thj*^ 
is foolish, this is futile, this is insulting. Tyranny must be smitten 
low. = 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZiZUL HAQUE: Sn many things have 
l)een said for and against diaichy that 1 believe that he is an uiitOr- 
tunate fellow who speaks a good word in favour of diarchy in^pite ,of 
the arguments heard cm the ccthei' side of the IloU'oe. I do not think 
theie is anybody in this eouniry who has not condemned in the niAst 
scathing terms the unsuitability cd the diarc hical system of (lov'ern- 
ment but 1 believe that there is a section of people who want to wOrl» 
diarchy not because* diarchy is good or bad but because the machinery 
is there and has to be worked for the salvation of our country. T think, 
Sir, he is a bad soldier who leaves the army when he finds that he has 
been abandoned by everybody. 1 think he is a bad seddier who, 
Burrounded by the enemy cm all sides, runs away and takes shelter. 
Sir, it is a great pity that diarchy has not been woikecl at all, for I 
sincerely believe that in that c*ase we might have been' able to achieve 
something. In Rengal, Sir, diarcdiy has not been given any fair trial 
at all. T can understand the Swarajists' point of view who think that 
something higher and better is needc‘d in the interest of the country 
but. Sir, diarchy has suffered not so muc h from its traducers as from its 
friends. T)iarc*hy is prevented from functioning by reason of personal 
jealousies amcmg its supporters ancl has suffered veiy little, T say, from 
the Suarajists who have taken a very strong ancl consistent position in 
the v«*ry bt'ginning, who hedd that under the pres^uit c iicumstances 
diarchy is unwoikable; but T believe in my heart of hearts with many 
cd* my friends that had the Swaraj party accM-])ted office and ministry 
they would have been able to do much for oiii' c emntry even through this 
system of diarcdiy. Rut, Sir. from the very beginning none has co- 
operated with diarchy; we had not a word of c'cmstructive suggestion for 
it but only destructive criticisms; during the budget discrission we con- 
fined ourselves to general discrissions instead of putting forward C’ons- 
truc'ftve proposals and it is on that acc-ount that diarchy is going to W 
w^recked. ^But, Sir, in spite of the fact that diarchy has some gtKMl 
element in^if , I am prepared to say with its traducers that it is bad, it 
ia more hopelessljr bad than it is made out to be. On the other hand, 
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Sir. w ineif and it will be there till it is t^iken away by 

Parlminent. It is unfortunate that the Parliament of Great Britaii^ 
is thejirbiler of our fate, but so lun^ as it is there I think we shouKI 
accept the realities of the situation and make the best of this bad* 
barg'ain. I am one of those, patriots no less they are, who choose to* 
take advantage of the present situation of things and work up the reali- 
ties although I know that this would not enable me to realise very high 
id^ls. I think that is the stand point of those who are in favour of 
diarchy but I do still say and hold that diarchy has been rendered more 
unworkable not by its enemies but by its friends, by those who have 
expressed their support for it. Personally, when I study the pcditicaT 
situation and the main politic al facts of the lust few years 1 am tempted 
to feel that though I shall not be a party to it, yet 1 shall welcome the 
day when diarchy will g(». It has opened the Hood gates of manv 
things which had bettei been left iiitsaid on the floor and ]>latforin of 
this House. It has opened flood gates for personal jealousies whicn 
have been lampant and brought shame to those who ha\e taken part in- 
these affairs. 1 believe that 1 shall welcome the day — but I shall not 
be a ])arty to it — when dijirchy goes. Sii, 1 eannot understand the 
pfisitioh of those uho want to be deaf and blind to the realities of the- 

situation, (’oiild we not have done some goo<l to ouj <-ountry if we 

worked diarchy. Sir. Could we not have reduced the t<dl of life that 
malaria and other diseases take in Utuigal V Our finances recjuire re- 
habilitation in the light of the modern circumstances and 1 d(» ask 
whether it is not vet jaissihle toi iis to do something even in the midst 
of these adverse circumstances. I admit, Sir, for the sake of argtiment, 
the statement of my friend, Mr. .1. L. Hannerjee that the Ministers have* 
no fund at their disj»osal and therefore they are not in a position to 
^tart policies of their own. Hut I believe that the Ministers have not 

been able to enunciate any polic> because they have not been allowed 

time to evidve anv, because the lives <if the miserabh* Ministers havt*^ 
b«‘en made more cniserable at every meeting of the Council uhen the 
Damocles ’ sword of “ No-confidence ” has been thre*ate*ned or bjought 
against them. 1 fail to understand the position of th(>se wl»o are in 
favour of diarchy, who have voted foi the Ministers' salaries on all 
<*ccasions but at every meeting have gone against the* Ministers without 
giving them a moment's ipspite in the midst of these adverse circum- 
stances to think of any jxiliey. Sir, the Ministers are verV often men 
who have taken no part in the political administrative life of the* 
country and they suddenly find themselves presiding over their depart- 
ments with the Civil Services behind them and around them and l>efore 
ihev can adjust themselves It) the new situation and do a bit of thinking, 
what assistance do they get from you^ The only thing that the Minis- 
ters can possibly expect is a motion of no-confidence beii^ brought 
against them. In these circ-umstances what can they Is any 

opportunity given to them to evolve any policy? 
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I again say that ho far as diarchy is concerned niy Swarajist iriendH 
have taken a perfectly consistent attitude and I do say that they ate 
those who are going in advance of the requirements of the .country 
leaving the present to be worked up by the people who want to work 
diarchy. Their position is Hoinething higher and nobler and they want 
to gain f(jr their country a status which will be l)etter and nobler. At 
the same time they ought to realise the position of those who ar« wojHi- 
iitg the realities of the situation. My greatest condemnation is for those 
who are not idealists and visionaries as the Swaraj party, but who are 
out for the purpose of their own advantage. I say, Sir, that their 
position is absolutely inexplicable. I again repent, Sir, that I shall 
wfelcome the day when diarchy goes but that as long as it is here we 
ihmiid work it to the best of our power. As I said before, t do not 
tUnk that tliere is anything to be said on liehalf of those wdio have 
fiupijported the Ministers’ salaries Imt have tried to exploit the new 
aituation to their own ends. 

Although I say that diarchy must go, yet I sincerely believe that 
it presents a machinery which we can utilise for our betterment, for 
I believe that tlie fight must be inch by inch and step by step — although 
that step l>e faltering — till we can bring about something suitei? to Ae 
bdst interests of the countr>\ 

Bftbu RADHA COBINDA RAY! Mi‘. Pre^'ident, I rise to-day to 
support the motion of my friend, Mr. Datta with a very (lean heart. 

1 do not p(>s.«.ess an> feeling against any person here, because T .am a 
new cornel’. I suppoH tlie motion of my friend for jiolitical, consti- 
tutional and sometimes for economic reasons. The Ministers’ depurt- 
inents are consuming the tat sum of several thousand rupees without 
having the leipiisite amount of good work at their credit and have been 
thought to be useless '■‘U per- Imposition upon the over-burdened (i(»vern- 
ment by the people outside and aKo by many members here. As 
regards the idea (»f responsible government which has been said to l)e 
our goal of national aspirations, and the Transferred department^ under 
"the charge of the Ilon’ble Mini.sters are but samples of “ Responsible- 
Government-iiiKtalment.H”, 1 must frankly confess, we are hoindessly 
deceived. The Ministeih in power now are but weak limbs of the 
bureaucratic system of administration which we all condemn. The 
Ministers here are no better than “ Khas (rovernment M‘rvantH ” and ^ 
they have not done anything to unloose the knots of political bondage, 
but on the contrary have done everyth in^g to tighten it, with all their 
might. Sir, I cannot conceive of a greater anomaly than these 
Ministers who— though they are to be looked upon from cHinstitutional 
tdandpoint as the responsible officers — supported by the repreeentatives 
of the people, in actual practice are as unsympathetic — if I may be 
Allowed to use,, the expression — as the other officers of the Ooveinment, 
and an much oppo.Hed to the peopln!# intei'est a.s are the officers of the 
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llesei-ved ,<iepftrtraent8. I heg to draw the attention of my fellow 
members liere, that the interest of the Government and the people ^ 
are not identical here, in Bengal, and the Government here are really 
the master while the people are slaves. In the constitutional fight 
between the people and the Government the Government has been 
<‘ompelled to adopt the artifice of hoisting up “ the Ministry show," 
decora.ti*i? if with the deceptive garb of Democratic Parliamentary 
‘ cut ’ in order to hoodwink the clamoitnis people and to pacify or rather, 
to i-ally the peaceful and weak section of the political fightei-s. This 
artifice we are clevei enough to .see thixmgh, and as fighters in tite 
Freedom’s battle, we must dash it out and take a (dear vision of things. " 
8ir, the gentlemen have allowed themselves to be styled in rather^ 
deceptive name of Mantna (ministers) are not only doing nothing but 
really obstruirting the progress of the peoples mandi towards freedom. 
Had I been allowed to ente? into the (b)sed regiim of their ipner 
psychology I would have shown that neither the love of country nor 
the sense of duty nor any othei high moral sentiment but .something ^ ■ 
gros^sly personal cabulntion of profit and loss is reall> the motive 
spring of acdion (•! our Ilon'bles — 1 he Ministers. 

, The economic* reason, Sii , i^ no les> damaging than the pQliUf;iai^ , 
and (‘onstifutional reason already mentioned. Each Minister consum- 
ing the fat sum ol Hs. (;4,(MI() a vear i*- rcmllv rev<dting. Much has been 
said and discussed on the floor of this Council in the past about the 
connection ot honour, p?estige and dignity with the amount of 
salaiV 'Whii h a |>eiHon oi pei sons cnji^N . I need not recapitulate tlieiil 
now. Whatevei may be the view of the members (m that ])oint, I 
need not em|uire. But one thing \ou will all agree t(» in a fH»or coiuitry 
like Bengal wheie millicms ot people are practically on the verge oi 
starvation, where malaiia is carrying awa> lakhs of men, women and 
children to death’s door, where the darkness of ignorance is deeper 
than the darkness of Hell itself and, lartly, where the people in the 
rural area are getting no droji oi water to (juench their thii.^t in the 
terribly hot summei' — in such a country tlu* Ministers, the popular 
representatives in the Government, the peoples idol, their fellow 
sufferers, their flesh and bbaxl should consume each the fat sum of 
lbs. (;4,()tK) a year is preposterous. Ilememlier. Sir, we are here to 
sanction e(|uitable expenditure of public money — people s money the 
.money which represents theii congealed blood. Hs. (>4,(MK) represents 
approximately 172 years of hard toil of a farmer in the field, and 
of an artisan in the factories (taking Ke. 1 per diem as their wages 
for 8 hours labour) in hot summer and chilly winter. 

I do fully weight the glory — the responsibility, the dignity, etc.,, 
of the position of Ministers and the necessity of fat salaries to keep 
up the show of their vaunted position. Position! Before wh(»m I 
b^ to ask. Before people? The peoples idol— people^s leader- 
people’s representative must acquim “ position ” beforehand. They 

n 
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^cannot aspire to be Ministers unless and until they acquire the pcisj* 
tion by faithfully serving the people for years and years together. 
The position first, and the occupation of Ministry afterwards. But in 
the case of the present Ministers it is not that. The conferred dignity, 
the dignity acquired through the backdoor of Government servitude 
(the" Government that is opposed to the interests of the people) must 
have the gilted decoration of the present paraphernalia for the upkeep 
of which the people’s money — nay their very life blood — is being spent 
like water. 

5-J5 p.M. 

Being the representative of e set of people — wliose condition is too 
pitiable to be described in words — the constant aci^ompaniment of 
whose journey in lives is never-ending tears — I think it would be 
criminal negligence of duty — an unholy betrayal — if I do not raise my 
.voice of protest against this sort of extravagant expenditure of poor 
people’s money in every department of Government, specially in a 
department which is said to be our “Own.” T know that my (oy is 
really a cry in the wilderness — futile — hopelessly useless — yet being a 
JJmdu and having firm faith in the ‘ All Txniu’g and All Wise dis- 
pensation of divine justice’ — 1 must rest assured that this my inner 
gqoding to speak comes of necessity in the order of things. 

With these words I request my fellow memheis to leluse the pay of 
the Ministers. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Si r, in a previous debate this afternoon 1 
received from a Barristei' on the other side some fatlieily advice. I 
believe also that it was. gratuitous which is unusual. But 1 thank him 
for the superior exjxisition of his opinion. I shoubl like to sav one 
word on the subj(*ct. The hon’ble member said that he failed to 
understand our point of view. In regaid to that 1 need <»nly sav that 
the misunderstanding is mutual: we als4» on this side fail to under- 
stand some of the opinions and views of the other si<le. In my (ipiniou 
it is owing to this failure to understand each other that much of the 
distrust is so unf(»rtunntely caused. That there may be m» misunder- 
standing about the voting to-day, I wish to sa> just one word. I am 
not going to repeat all the arguments about the merits and demerits 
of dianhy; they are very stale. In our opinion diarchy does provide 
an opportunity for the Ministers to serve the people of their pr<>vince 
by advancing social reforms and it is because that smial leforiu i.s so 
urgent, and because we think that the present Minister^ aie piepared 
to do their best in advancing the cause of social '*eform, that we ai’e 
piepared to suppoH them to-day. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: This is the seventh occasion on which I have 
heard a diseuRsion on the salarit^ of Mini.sters and it reminds me of 
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one Bengali Adage, Abodka bojhabo Kata bodb n6be mane ; Dhakeka 
bojhabo kata nitya Dbdn Vane. We are h^i|iig th^ argument, Sir, 
times without number — they have become haekneyed, stale and rotten. 
I had not the slightest intention of opening my lips this aftein^li 
had it not been for the scathing denunciation of diarchy by^Mr. 
Jitendralal Banner] ee. Mr. Banner jee says that diarchy has failed 
in Bengal because the Ministers have got no backbone, no initiative. 
Tliey cannot initiate a policy and are practically under the orders of 
their secretaries and even under the orders of the chaprasis of their 
secretaries. Sir, I simply say that that great old man of Bengal, the 
late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, demonstrated it to the peopla" of 
Bengal that diarchy is possible if only an opportunity given to the 
Ministers. It is that great son of Bengal who made jiossible the 
Swarajist Corporation; it is that son of Bengal who in this Council 
made it iK)ssihle for that great man Mr. C. R. Das to he the first Mayor 
of the Calcutta Corporation. I say again it is he who demonstrated it 
to ihe people of this province that diarchy is possilde. 

You talk of Ministers being under the orders of T.C.S. secretaries. 
I saw the I.C.S. secretaries quake in their shoes before him. (A 
voice: Who was the I.C.S. Secretary may T know his nameP) Who 

could have the courage or daring to challenge that great man wheji he 
considered a thing to be right P Diarchy has failed not because if Is 
unworkable. Diarchy ha^ failed because you are obsessed with an idea, 
because you start with a jio^tulate, a theory. Diandiy has failed not 
because the Mini'^te?*^ are not in a position to work it. but because of 
the eonduct of some of the hon’ble ineinbers of this House, whose 
brilliant somersaults in this ('ouncil have simply staggered me, who 
change tlieir colo\irs like a chameleon — who itre seen in (>ne colour 
to-day and in another to-inorrow — and in\ Swarajist triends have made 
them tools in their hands ami lead them by the nose. Diarchy has 
failed not because of the Ministers but because the people are not 
sincere. 


Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, T would not have risen to 
take part in this discussion at all had it not been for the passionate 
appeals and iiiisrepresentatH)n of facts made by the last two speakers 

the speaker who has just taken his seat and Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Azizul Haque. I do not think it is right and proper for member^ of 
this House to abuse their colleagues in the way they have dona. I 
have heard the same argument repeated by the two speakers that 
diarchy has failed not because it was not given a chance, not l^tcause 
it is not workable, but because (.f the friends of diarchy who have 
become tools in the hands of the Swarajist and other people out of 
personal animosities tow’ards the Ministers. I do not know by what 
motive my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Hatjtte was actuated 
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irhen he voted on the last occasion to drive out the two Minsters. Mr. 
Satis Chandra Mukerji also voted against one of the Ministers on the 
last occasion. mt, emulate their example and 

wax eloquent over th^ jjfiones of diarchy. I sliould like to place 
c^ftain facts before the Council. Diarchy was given a long rope for 
thfee years in the first reformed Council. There were no Swarajists 
to trouble the Ministers. What did diarchy accomplish? Sir P. C. 
Mitter was a Hon’ble Minister for three years in the first reformed 
Council. He was Minister for Education. Had illiteracy been driven 
out of the country by half per cent.? Had any considerable amount 
been spent on education, of the portfolio of which he was in charge? 
All that we know is that there was constant bickering between him 
and the Calcutta E'niveisity. Now, let us see what evidence he gave 
before the Muddiman (’oinmittee after running diarchy for three 
years. Wliat did he say? 1 will ([uote his own language. He said: 

Diarchy is unworkable and the difficulties of wruking it will grow 
more and more.’* I should like t-o ask him why he lias taken upon 
himself the task of running diarchy again when in his opinion the 
difficulties of working it would grow moie and more. 1 should like to 
ask Sir P. C. Mitter w^hat is his policy and on what princijde he .has 
nfcepted the Ministry. I charge the (tovernnient with deliberately 
fiouting public opinion and appointing Ministers who have got no 
following and who do not command respect in the (‘ountry. Sir C. 
Mitter lost all respect wdieii he signed the leport oi the Rowlatt Com- 
mittee. Since that day he has lost all confideme and thi^ is the 
gentleman who has been selected by His Excellency the (ioveinoi as a 
Minister. Sir P. C. Mitter, before he accepted his present offline, had 
enunciated a principle on the floor of this House in August, 11124, when 
Mr. (Hiuznuvi and Mr. Fazl-ul-Hm) were sitting tight on the minis- 
terial What did he say at that time? He said that unles^ one 

was lost to all self-respe<*t, he ought not to be a Minister when he had 
got no following or party, and he said further: “I decline to be a 
Minister because my party is not in a majority;'* and he said on 
occasion that the only gentleman in the Council who was a member 
of the Liberal Party was Balm Jatindra Nath Basu and that others 
wer® ntere pretenders. He named one other Liberal vihom he would 
have supported, namely. Balm Surendra Nath Mallik, who, however, 
was not a member of the House then. On these (‘oiisiderations he 
refuied to be a Minister. I would ask him to say who are the real, 
genuine. Liberals here in this Oouneil who support him in the 
ministerial gadi. Ransack the list of members if you like, you will 
find four or five gentlemen who have any pretensions to call themselves 
moderates, but of them four ai-e nominated by Government. Some of 
my friends are whispering the name of Babu Nageiulra Narayan Ray. 
I do not know whether he l>elongs to the moderate party or any party 
except the Government party. The only gentleman who belonged to 



imA 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


181 


the Moderate party is Sir Deva Prosad Sarbad^ikari, for whom I haviS 
the «:reatest respect. He acted as a Jrue Libarjl* wheH^^Jie sent a tele- 
gram to the President of the Bombay Natioitad JLiberal Federation not 
to co-operate with the Simon Commission. Then let us see who are 
the other Liberals. They are Mr. P. N. Guha, Mr. Bejoy Prasad Singh 
Boy and perhaps Mr. Satis Chandra Mukerji. Perhaps Rai Jadu 
Nath Mazumdar Bahadur may be called a Liberal and Rai Badridas 
(ioenka Bahadur too, though he does not I think, belong to that party. 
I do not know whether vSir P. C. Mitter himself is now a true Liberal or 
a ‘‘pretender." His own National Liberal Federation, consisting of all 
the distinguished Liberals in India, have refused to co-operate with 
the Simon Commission. AVhat is he doing ^ What a sorry figure he 
is cutting, compared with the Ministers of Madras? He is outwardly 
sitting on the fence, but privately he is helping the Simon Commission. 
This is the gentleman who calls himself not a “ pretender,” but a 
true Liberal. I say he is a ” pretender,"’ now that he has flouted the 
considered and deliberate opinion of his own party. Sir P. C. Mitter 
says that diarchy is unworkable and the difliculties of working it will 
grow more and more, but he say'< — let me work the diarcy for the little 
good that might come out of it. His delibenite opinion is that diarchy 
is unworkable, but still lie is willing to take up the ministry for what- 
ever it is worth. Sir, petty-togging has no place in politics. The 
affairs of,^ a Province have to be <‘onducted on other <'onsi<lerat ions — 
considerations of true statesman^hij). 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is IK w o- iO r.M. and I think we should 
ad.i<jurn now. Mr. Bose, you may continue your speecli to-morrow, if 
you like. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till p.m. on Friday, the Ibth 

March, 1928, at the Town Hall, ('alcutta. 
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Prooatdingf of tlio Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provision dr the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta on Friday, the IGth March, 1928, at 2-"10 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Xath Ray Chaudhuei, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the tour ITon'ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two ITon’ble Ministers lind IIG nominated and elected 
members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Agriculture Standing Committee. 

76. Mr. F. E. JAMES. Will the lloii’ble Minister in charjite of 
the I)ej)ai(m(‘nl of Ajjriculture and Industries be j)leased to state how 
many meeliiifrs of Standing (\>mmittee on Agriculture were held 
during the past year? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter); One. 

Standing Committee on Commerce and Marine Departments. 

77. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of ^ 
the Dei)artme]\t of (^)inmerce la* j)leased to state how many meetings 
of , the Standing (Committee of the (\)mmerce and Marine Depart- 
ments were held during the past year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): No meeting was held. 


Buffaloes, restricted working for draught purposee. 

7S. Mr. G. MORGAN. Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Police Department be pleased to state when it is proposed to issue 
orders for the cvrent year under section 29 (2) (bb) of the Ben^^ 
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Cruelty to Awiaials Act (Bengal Act I of 1920) regarding tlie hourt 
during which* buffaloes may not be used for draught purposes in 
Calcutta? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HonHiia 
Mr. A. M. Mobariy): The necessary notification was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 15th Mnirh, 1928. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

22. — General Administration. 

Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, yesterday while I was 
speaking on this subject I was speaking from memory. It is known 
to my friend Sir Pn^vash that I have no personal grudge against him, 
nor has he any against me. AVhen I (juoted his speech I was under 
the impression that T was c(»iTect. When I went home last night I 
lead his speech and found that I was ahstdutely correct. 1 will only 
make certain quotations fnim his speech of the 2hth August, 1924. 
Tie said “ that there are just two elected members in this House who 
belong to the Moderate organisations and who are members of this 
(Council. One is myself and the othei is Mr. J. X. Basil. I have no 
party bond with these jiretendeis wlio pose as Moderates.” He went 
on to say ” I would much lather soe only one party in tliis House than 
a number of disunited parties in tin* garb of Moderates. I have been'* 
t(dd that as the Ministers are Moderates for party reasons 1 must tote 
for them. 1 have no such bond with them. I have no party 
bond with the present Ministers who ilo not belong to such organisationB 
T ask, Sir, the Ministers through you, are you working the Con- 
stitutir)n by trying to run it without, a real party behind you!^ And 
if you have no party, there can be only one answer, namely, that self- 
respect demands that you should not be in tbe place you have been 
asked to occupy.” And towards conclusion of his speech he said 
“ Although I am not willing to accept office as Minister for the simple 
reason that 1 realise that my party is in a minority in the House, but 
if Government would listen and take the advice of tho'^e who are not 
Swarajists, I undertake to form a more stable Ministiy.” Finally, he 
made a last appeal to Mr. Fazl-ul Huq and Mr. Ghuznavi by saying 
“ Resign and end with this humiliation.” 

Now if that was his view in 1924, I asked him yesterday and I ask 
him again to-day, what is the party liehind him now? The Fluropean 
officials and the nominated meml>ers — ^have they formed a party 
behind him to support him? Such a situation, dependence upon 
officials, Europeans and nominated members has been described by the 
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Hon'ble Nawab* Nawab Ali Chaudhuri as most unadif^ying. I likb ask 
this House if it is at all dignified for a Minister to run a Ministry with 
European officials, Anglo-Indians and notijinated votes. May I ask 
whether the Ministers (;an really lay down a yxdicy. Policy is really 
enunciated by the Secretariat? That policy he is really called upon 
to carry out; is he merely a post office of the Secretariat? Have they 
got any power to introduce a new policy and to execute the same. If 
it is not so, it is humiliating to accept the position of a Minister. 

1 should like to say a few words with regard to the other Minister, 
the Hon’ble Minister for Education. I ask him whether he has the 
support of the Moslem community behind him. All that I want to 
say with regard to him, I hope I shall be allowed to say next week, as 
I have no time to-day. To-day I simply ask him whether he has the 
suppc)rt of the Moslem community behind him. I ask him whether 
in January, 1927, he was not himself present at a public meeting at 
which a resolution was adopted that no member of the Moslem com- 
munity should work either with Mr. Byomkes Ghakravarti or with 
Sir P. C. Mitter. This restdution was passed in the Albert Hall, and 
the Ilon’ble Nawab Mushrnif ll(»sain was present there. 1 ask him 
what self-respect had he when he went behind that resolution to which 
he was a party and accepted (►ffice. Yesterday 1 noti< ed him j^emain- 
ing neutral in the divsion on the Kulkati nu^tion. Xawab Mush'rruf 
Hosain was openly charged in the papei-s c<)n(liicted by his own com- 
munity, the M(jsle!n community, with <‘oMupting public life. This 
bus appeared in the }/nss(iI nuin in Januarv la^t. and it has not been 
•#Ottti*adicted. lnstance‘< have been given how when seveitiT young 
nttU went to him for favours he asked them if the> were omitiecfed 
with any member of the Pouncil and when it was found that they 
were not tlu*y were asked t(» (dear away. 1 submit that a Moslem 
Minister who has md got the Moslem community behind him cannot 
act as a popitlar Minister, though he is an eli‘cted member of the 
Council. The Nawab is a place seeker. He voted against the 
Ghuxnavi-t’hakravarti Ministry and so much elated was lie that imme- 
diately after the full of that Mini'>try he gave us grand dinner at 
Peliti’s little did we dream at that time that while drinking the 
toast of “downfall of the Ministry” he was secretly whispering over 
his glass “ success in my new venture.” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: I had no mind to take any part in the 
jiiidiaauMitnn regajding the resolutiim before the House. But as my 
friend, Mr. Bannerjee, in his yesterday's speech was pleased to make a 
passing but a pointed refei-ence to me, I think it desirable to .say a few 
words. In the very beginning 1 should say that I have always held 
that the Reform Scheme of admini.stration, hedged in, as it is, by many 
obje('tionable limitations and reservations, is most inadequate and 
unsatisfactory and falls far abort of what we aspire after. As for the 
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(liafoliical syffimm cf administration I had-'^ to condemn it perha]ia 
l>efore my fri^d heard of it, as it had not rome into existence then. 

I had to lead the Sutma^^Talley deputation thai waited upon liord 
Chelmsford and the late Mr. Montague. As the spokesman I was cross- 
examined at some length by l>oth of them. One question that was 
particularly put to me was what I thoujrht of the scheme put forward 
by Mr. Curtis. AVhen I said I had not studied it, Mr. Montague 
seemed rather displeased. He then explained to me what it was and 
I expressed much misgiving as to its working satisfactorily. I told 
him that instead of puttin)g the diarchical system into operation in all 
the provinces it wcmld be well to give provincial autonomy to one of 
the important provinces and to see how it worked for a term of five 
years. So you will see I am not enamoui*ed of the diandiicjil system. 
Hut I should say that I think it is an advance on pure autwratic 
>ystem of (Government. I think some useful work cjin be clone provided 
the right men are selected, men with knowledge and experience above 
those of “a new born babe.” If you put square men into round 
holes, it would be unreasonabW to expect better results than what we 
have got bittei exjierieiice o(. Shortly aftei* the a})pointment of Sir 
P. C. Mitter as Education Minister, a veteran educationist, one of the 
best officers in the l)ej)ai tnient, ncjw retired, asked me “ what cl(> you 
think of an Education Minister who does n<»t know the difference 
between a l(>wer primary and an upper juimary school.” This was 
said of a man for whose intelligence and ability I have tbe greatest 
lespec't as these are tar alsjve those of “ new boin babes,” Such 
Ministers take a long time in acciuiiing a suffic ient knowledge c»f th# 
subject* they have to deal with and the departments they have tcj nffiji 
and by the time they accjuire it, their term is up. In sj)ite of all thii? 

T think Sir P. C. Mitter might have been able to show some tangible 
work in the lattei jiart of bis term if unfortunately he had* not been 
entangled in an unseemly ccmtroverH\ with an intellc^ctual giant like 
the late Sir Ashuto>h Mukharji. My belief that it is not impossible 
for a cap*able Minister tc» do some uscdul work has bc‘en c’onfirmed by 
what I have c*ome to know of one of the sucMe.ssTul Ministers in India. 

I had occasion to meet at my Ranchi hou.se Sir Fakhrudclin, who is 
Minister for Education in Hihar for the third time. In my convc^rsa- 
tions with him I learnt what he had becm doing for his Province. The 
fact that he was excludecl from the ” nc» c-onficlenc'e ” motion that was 
made against his Hindu colleague in the Hihar (\>uncil and wnie^ of^ 
the Hindu members while criticising the work of the Hindu ifinisfer 
approvingly referred to his work, goes to show that he has not been a 
failure. 

2-45 p.M. 

In passing I may say that I am in entire agreement with my 
Swarajist friends in many important matters, and if I could gc> the 
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vliole hos^ with them as regards their policy of wholesale obstruction, 

I would have joined their party long ago. Jlb the joint author of the 
Hindu-Muslim pact in Bengal I had frequently to come in contact 
with the founder of the party, the late Mr. (j. R. Das, and I was much 
impressed by his ideals and ideas. 

My friend Mr. Bannerjee in his yesterday’s speech said that he had 
respect for iny grey hair and wide experience. I need scarcely say 
that I am much thankful to him for his kind complimentary remarks. 

I hope he will have equal respect for my word, for my pledge. I think 
he w<»uld not like that at this age T should go back upon my word. 
Perhaps he does not know the mandate I got from the constituency that 
returned me to this Council. In the previous term a Swarajist was 
returned by the same constituency. This time he was my rival and 
being the sitting member had some advantage over me. Beside^ he 
was very influentially backed by a Hindu zemindar, who was himself 
returned to this Council as a Swarajist member by the non-Muslim 
constituency of the same locality. Moreover, all sorts of tactics, fair 
and. unfair, were resorted to, particularly by the gentleman referred 
to (I hope he will excuse this reference if he is in this House — every- 
thing is fair in love and war). AVhile one day out in my election 
■cninj)aign I halted at a mos(]ue to say my evening pjayei'. I/had a 
canvassej' with me. He was a'^ke^l by a man fd the locality who T was. 
When he was told that 1 was so and so the man showed gieat surf)rise 
and said this must be some other man. Fo?. f)n1y about an hour 
before, th(‘ electors in that village were told tliat Abdul Karim wa^ not 
feally a Mussulman, he had no beard, he did not say his prayers. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order. Sir. 
Does the (luestion of relevancy come in only wlien the -^{keech is 
audible? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not take you '^eiiously, Mr. Bannerjee 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM; So he believed the man before him with 
long beard and saying prayers in a mosque must be sfune other person. 
-In spite of all this campaign my rival secured less than dfM) votes 
while I got more than Does this not (dearly indicate the view 

— the mentality of the (‘onstituency ? The mandate of my consti- 
tuency is that I should (‘o-operate with the Government and try to 
Bafeguard the interests of the eoiiimunity and to |get their grievances 
redressed. This is the pledge 1 have given and I should like to know 
if my friend would desire me to go Imek upon my word. 

I ho[>e, my friend, Mr. Bannerjee, will do me the justice to believe 
that it is not pei'sonal jealou.sy or personal ambition that actuated me 
to give notice of the “ no confidence ” motion. A man of my age (I 
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am caaimt have much ambition left. I gave the notice 

because I uiought a man with wider knowledge and experience than 
those of a ** new born babe is wanted to hold charge of the education 
portfolio, 80 that he may be able to successfully pilot the University, 
primarj^ education and other important Bills that are likely to come 
up before the Council. I hope I am within hearing of Mr. Travers, 
lie would put up puppets and threaten with dire (‘onsequencevS those 
who would not support them. 

A word to iny young friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, who 
yesterday waxed so eloquent over the support of the Ministry. 
I have known him from his childhood. I met him for the first 
time in a middle school at Santipur. He acquitted himself so 
creditably in my examination and impressed me so well that I told 
the teacher that the boy would make his mark in the woild. I am 
glad what I predicted has turned true. He is already a Khan 
Bahadur. Let me now tell him that consistency is the best policy in 
public life. Ultimately it wins. Dipbmuuy, duplicity, expediency — 
these may succeed for a time, but ultimately these fail. If he persists 
in being as inconsistent he is at present. T am afraid he has reai hed 
the limit of his rise. I well remember — though 1 am now (io. uiy 
memory is not impaired yet — what he said when he made an attack on 
the Ghuznavi-Chakravarty Ministiy. He made a vehement attack on 
Sir Provash rhunder M it ter tor the part he liad played at the time 
of tlie formati(»n of tlie ( iiiu/navi-Uhakravarti Ministiy. .Vll this is 
in black and white. The other <lav in the (\mn<‘il Library he remarked 
before the Muslim iiMunbers of the Council assembled there (it pained 
me to hear it) that while Hindu Ministers were ajipointed for their 
competency, Mussalmaus were selected for their incompetency. He 
must have said this for (gaining the applause of those assembled there. 
Might I inquire what changes have taken place within a year and 
within these few days to justify his waxing eloquent over the support 
of the Ministry!'' Are not all tho^e ciMumstaiices that actuated him to 
attack the last Ministry still in existence!' I am afraid there have 
been nddition.s. Inconsistency thy name is, 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Like my hon’ble friend 'Maulvi 
Abdul Karim I would have liked to record a silent vote but for my 
esteemed friend Mr. Bannerjee’s remark that this motion is a test 
of sincerity of those who are out to break the present Ministry. 
Profes.sor Bannerjee's diatribes are couched in sui'h beautiful language 
and are imured forth in such gushing streams that many are carried 
away by his style. But I fail to understand how this present question 
that the Ministej-s’ salaries l>e refused has anything to do wdth the 
perionnei of the Ministry. The only question is this, whether diarchy 
ahnuld be prorked or not. This is a simple question, and so far as it i» 
concerned,^ I think the opinion of this House is sharply divided into 
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two distinct and clear cut ffroups. One im)up is of opinion that diarchy 
is no good, it is unworkable, and so it must be destroyed constant 
and insistent obstruction. There is another group which though not 
enamoured of diarchy, at the same time considers it wise to work it for 
what It IS worth and to show by working it. that it has got serious defects 
and that rt requiieH change without which no good can be done to the 
country. That is the only question involved in this motion, and I am 
tttremely son-y to say that my friend Mr. Bannerjee, MF. Bose and 
Haulvi Abdul Karim made personal reflections against the ^^ipiaters 
taking advantage of this motion. I was particularly paii^ W 
Mr. Bannerjee ’s characterisation of the Kawah as a new liorn b^e in 
the field of politics. That statement is not only undignified but, it is 
not based on facts, because the Kawab is one of the oldest members of 
this House. It is really painful that he has Wn characterised as a 
new lann babe in the field of piditics. and I repeat that there can be 
iiothin^f fuHher from the truth, whatever opinion one may entertain as 
to his abilities. W itli these wcuds I oppose this motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 rise t<i support this 
niotimi and in doinj: so I inteml to tell a story to the House. Once a 
traveller was passinj^ throujrh an ancient kiiiKdom. In the course of 
his journey he hajipened to ]>ass by a house \\heie lie found much 
jubilatifin and merriment. He empiired of the cause thereof and was 
told that someliody in that house was ^'■oin^- to be apjiointed a Minister 
to the Kin^ffin that day. Altei* walkin^^ a few yards on Ik* came to ])as8 
by another house ulieie the inmates were \\eeJ)in^^ He emiuiied of the 
cause of their ^nwf and learnt that a pi-ominen1 member of the house 
would have had his ears cut off that day. He asked ^^hy that was so. 
In reply he was t(dd that accoidin^r il,e la^^ (,f the kinplom a Minister 
was appointed every three years on the condition that on the exjiirV of 
the term his ears would be cut off and that the jirominent member of the 
house havin^r been appointed as Minister three years back and that day 
lieuiff the date of expiry of his term hi>^ ears were to be cut off accordiiiif 
to law. (liau^hter). Sir, T tell thi'^ story as a warnin^^ to both the 
present Mini>t<*rs and those other member's who are hankering after 
.Minister’ship in their place. The fearful end is likely to come to all of 
them — not after thi'ee as in the ancient days. The term in their 

may be three months or even less. They should theieforfe Wl join 
with us to thi'ow’ nut Ministi'y so that none of them may hav® 
experien<‘e the shock of such terrible end. 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HU8AIN: I be^r to ^pjpose 
this motion not because I think that the diarchical sysl^k of . 

inent is a i>erfeet system t»f Government, but Wause dacidedliiuTl ^ 

advance on the previous sy.stem of Government. There dlidlit 

that the present system (»f Government is defective and its t|i9nrl[i|^iii 
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the transferred subjects is very difficnft. The Ministers cannot have 
full scope **4o discharge their duties to their countiy and constituency ; 
yet it cannot be denied that the Reforms is a step forwanl in the pro- 
gressive realisation of responsible (Government. The (Government as a 
whole is not responsible, but the Ministers who ai‘e also the members of 
the Government are responsible to the legislature. Though their 
appointment is with the Governor, their removal is with the legislature. 

I/t the Executive (Councillors would have been similarly responsible td 
the le^slature, we would have been appn>aching towaj’ds responsible 
Govern fiiltent . Xow we are less than half way. In the first reformed 
Counts^ it was given a trial. Succ'ess or failure of the Reforms depends 
to some extent on the kind of men w ho are appointed as Ministers. The 
late Sir Surendrauath llannerjee showed some appreciable woik in the 
Department of Ivocal Self-(iovernnient and gave the present shape to 
the present Cabutta Corporati(»n. I tlift'er fmm the view expressed 
by Khan Rahadui Aziziil llaipie that it was (»n account of personal 
jealousies and animosities that MinisteiN were thrown out. lie himself 
took part in one instance and I think he was not actuated by any 
persouar jeabmsies and animosities. It was some higher motives and 
higher considerations that moved us to take that stej). Diarc'hy hud not 
its proper trial in Bengal. It was the earnest desire of my c-onstituenc y 
that the Reforms should be worked for what it is worth through the 
ablest men as Ministers. 1 wus leturned to this (Nninicl wdth a mandate 
from my constituency to work cmt the Reforms thi-ough the ablest 
Ministers, and we are seeking foi that ccpportunity. Well, my rival was 
a Swarajist. Maulvi Xuiul iTmi Ghoudhuiy, and he was throw^n out 
simply bec-ause he wiecked the former Ministry. When I was elocied 
with the mandate leieiied to above*, it is not possible toi me to go back 
upon it. 

‘I r.M. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I should like to congratulate xMuulvi Tami«uddm 
Khan on his extremely cleat and convincing speec h. This motion i» a 
motion for the tc»tal refusal of the Ministers’ salaries and as such there- 
fore it is a motion to defeat diarc hy. I trust that members on every 
side of this House will rememlier when they vote on this question that 
they are voting not upcm any personal issue so far as individual Miniatera 
are cojieerned but upon the general principle of diarchy. Inspitie of 
sp^fech of Mr. B. K. Bose in which he endeavoured to bring in the 
question of personal hi.story of the two Ministers now occupying the 
position in the Government, I do believe that members of this House 
wiU ijemember that when they vote that they are voting upon the 
prizK!lpl» anA-not upon the personalities who occupy the seat of Oovern- 
' sh^R have an adequate opportunity of dis< us.Hing the merits 

of the occupants of these two oflFices next Wednesday. 
"'Kie>efo^Fir. I trust that this House will record by an overwhelming 
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majority its rote in favour of ihe continuance of diarchy as an ezperi^ 
nient in this Province. There has always been, with fetr exceptions, a 
decided majority in favour of working the present constitution. I am 
quite aware that diarchy has not worked as successfully in this province 
as perhaps in other provinces. For that there are two main reasons : The 
first is Ihe Settlement of Lord Meston and the second reason is the Un- 
settlement of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. Those two reasons together have 
very largely worked the undoing of the experiment of diarchy in this 
Province during the past few years. Lei us take the Meston Settle-^ 
ment first. Inspite of the Meston Settlement and the financial adjust- 
ment in which this Province is placed I challenge anybody in this 
House to deny that the first three years of diarchy were years of 
comparatively constructive efforts for the welfare of the people of this 
Province. The Swarajists on the other side of the House cannot, I 
confidently claim, jioint to any achievement in the whole of their 
hist^iry which is equal to the achievements of those first three years. 
(A voice: Will you mention?) I will refer particularly to the measure 
which was largely respcmsible for making the Swaraj party as strong as 
it is to-day. Had it not been for the Calcutta Municipal Act I am 
quite sure that the Swaraj party would not have been in this position to- 
day. They continue to draw strength from that Act. There are many 
other achievements. I will refer to one other particular achievement in 
which I am particularly interested, the Bengal Children Act. Can the 
members (►pposite claim that anything has been done by them in this 
House w’hich can compare to that Act which has provided a charter for 
the children of this Province, (('rtes — What alauit the Ordinance Act! 
What about other a< hievements 

Mr. PRESIDENT: .\[r. .lanie>> 1 think it would be a dangerous 
jirecedeiit on vour ]Kirt to attempt to au'^wer all these loose (juestions. 

Mr. F. E. 4AME8: I am very glad, Sii-, that \ou have recognised 
that the questions are “ loosely ” put. Take the other reason which has 
been the undoing of diarchy for the last few years. T refer to the 
machinations of interested and disinterested politicians in different partii 
of this Hou»e. 1 shall like here to pay a tribute to the conaistency of 
the party on the other side. In fact there is only one point of similarity 
between our grouji and the grouj* on the other side of the House — there 
is one thing common between us and that is our consistency. Sjr, I fj^il 
to find similar consistency in any other party in the House. But, Sir, * 
there have been other small groups without a leader-4arge groum. 
wanting a leader — leaders without a grouji — leaders with i Rrowp who 
have constantly wavered — who have done what we ask them jiot to do , 
this afternoon — w ho have confused principles with pelwonaUtiea. t Th<^ 
gentlemen with their enatic behaviour in this HouB%liai» ^ 

helped to inii>ede the progress of political advance in tliift Praviiice * 
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but have also done a very great deal to poison public life. During the- 
last four years that I have been a member of this Council I have seen 
how the very foundations of public life have been utterly poisoned not 
by those who have been consistent in their work but by those who have 
wavered from side to side — by those office seekers and place seekers. 
Therefore, Sir, although we on this side of the House are perfectly well 
aware of the many defects in the diarchical system erf Government- 
divided loyalties, conflicts inevitable under this system between an 
irresponsible Executive and the Legislature and the time-limit of ICf 
years which has been fixed for this constitution— although we are well 
aware of these defects we believe that at least some progress has been 
obtained by loyally working the constitution ns it exists at present. We 
are not sati.Nfied with it any more than any other section of the House. 
Where we do join issue is that we believe that it is for the good of the 
<ounti\ that what we have should be loyally worked and that the 
existing constitution should be given as good a chance as possible and 
that by gaining experience w'e should accumulate guidance and valuable 
arguments for the further reforms that are to come. I therefore appeal 
to this House once more to remember that this motion is a motion 
primary* and entirely (‘oncerned with the question of diarchy and I 
trust that this House will once again prove inspite of the unfortunate 
history of the pa.st that it does stand firm by the principles of the 
Constitution. 


Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Sir. niav 1 add one more achievement f»» the list 
ot achievements narrated by the last speaker of the Ministers wh(v 
worked diarchy during the first three years under the new „(*onstitulion ? 
It is^an achievement which, 1 am sure the Ilou.se w ill agree, adds' a 
teathei to the caj) of the Ministers who worked the diandiical system 
for the first three yeats. May I narrate the achieveimmt in the vvr)rd.s 
of the Hon ble Minister for Lwal Self-Government w’hen appearing 
before the Muddiman Committee? lie w^as asked by one of the 
Members of the Committee — the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
as follows. “Can you tell me why even when your party was strong 
in legislative (’ouncil your programme for University Reform 

was ft failure”? And the answer of the then Minister for Education 
who is the present Minister for Local Self-Government was this: “The 
rensoii“^’jis the well meaning interference of the Governor of Bengal. 

. 'Laughter.) He meant to help me as the Chancellor. I told him that 
I had b^ind me the support of the Legislative Council but he put it to 
that lir'W’as the Chancellor. He was not obstructing me as the 
G<»verifl^r^ But his well meainng attempt to help me placed me in the 
fusible difficulty fl^aughter.) I am sure the House will 
-^rae that tk^Ms the best achievement we have to the credit of the 
Hon'hle Minister. 
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iliMlvi $YED ABDUR RAUF wa{^ understood to have spoken in 
support of the inoticm. He was inaudible at the Reporters’ Table. 

3-16 p.M. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, when a niember on 
the other side of the House, who had not the privilege to 
sit in this House during the years 1921 to 1928, has had 
the courage to challenge the other members of the House to 
deny the achievements of the first Ministers, I really wonder 
what to admire more — his ignorance or hi^^ audacity. Mr. James stood 
up and said that the first Ministry worked veiy well, and he challenged 
us to deny whether there w'ere not great many achievements to the 
credit of the first Ministers. Sir, T })ad ilie privilege to l)e a member 
of this House for the years 1921-28 and from my pei*sonal experience, 

J can bear testimony to the achievements or otherwise of those who 
adorned the ministerial tjinUive during the first three years. The 
Calcutta Municipal Hill of 1928 is often ((uoted as the greatest achieve- 
ment of the first Mini^tei-s, but it is forgotten, Sir, who drafted that 
Hill, and what shape was given to it by the Calcutta Corporation. It 
if hbt probably known even that it was drafted long before Sir Surendra- 
nnth Hannerjea cann‘ to occupy the ministerial chair. Now, even if 
that be considered an achievement to the <redit of Sir Surendranath 
Hannerjea, liow can it be said tliat simply for one act of that Minister 
we must forget all the other great disservices that were dt)ne by the 
then Ministers to the country. How can it also be (pioted j»s an achieve- 
ment standing to the credit of the Ministers alone simply because the 
Swarajists now’ happen to occupy a controlling position in the f'alcutta 
Corporation ? 

If that position be due simply to the jmthor of the last Act then 
credit must also be given to the members of the Executive Council when 
the Swarajists caj>ture the local self-governing institutions in the 
niufassal. Would you mind to give credit even to the memhfnt of the 
Executive Council in such cases and if you do not, then how’ can you quote 
the present Calcutta Corporation as an achievement of Sir Surendranath 
Hannerjea The ccmntry took up the challenge wlien Sir Sui-endraimljh* 
Hannerjea went to the poll again in 1928 and everybody kno'tr^ AiW he 
suffered tremendous defeat even in the hamls of one of liis juniorsF The 
Calcutta Municipal Act of 1928 did not save him. 

Now’, Sir, there are gieat many achievements to the credit wfth# then 
Ministers indeed. First (d all I may mention the three ta^res thatjrere’ 
imposed on the jx'Ople of this Province during that time. foi^ 

support of the then Ministers these three taxes could not ^^.^mposed. 
Fnder the Financial rules they could l>e imposed only Because the 
Ministers agreed to the imposition of these three taxes, oiUyrd>eeaufte flhe 
Ministers suffei-ed* to be deluded by the false hope Ihlit most of the 
money derived from the taxes would be devoted to the nation-buildlnir 
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departinentJi. It is only because they were a party to deluding the 
Council that those three taxation Acts could be passed. Another great 
disservice to the credit of the then Ministers is the volunteer notification 
of 1921. Did the Government then act as one body, were the Ministers 
consulted or not consulted — that is a question that the then Ministers 
never ventured to answer. But it was an open secret that that notifi- 
cation for which imprisonment or incarceration of thousands of people 
of this country was possible was supported or at least did receive the tacit 
consent of the then Ministers. That was another great achievement 
indeed to their credit. Then to the credit of Sir P. C. Mitter may be 
quoted the bungling of the Calcutta Fniversity affairs. It was he who 
was responsible for starting the game which led more and more to 
the officialisatinn of the Calcutta Cniver^it\^ But f<)rgetting all these 
achievements Mr. James cn?ne forward to quote the Bengal Children 
Act. That was not an Act of which any Minister was author. That 
Act was put foi'ward by the Reserved side of the Government and not 
by the Transferred side at all. and that cannot be quoted to the credit 
of the then Ministers. Witho\it knowing that or lather being ignorant 
of all these things Mr. James comes forward to say that the Children 
Act stands to the credit of the then Ministers. It is not the case. 

Sir, two other points have been made by those who have spoken in 
support of the Ministers’ salary on the other side. My friend Khan 
Bahadur Azizul na(|ue ha> sai<l that they are not so much in favour of 
diarchy but they were simply supporting the Ministry because they 
think that they must make the best of a bad job. Now, is it possible 
at all to make the best of a bad job specially when the job appears to 
be a hopelessly unworkable one!*' Let me remind the House of what 
Mr. Garrat has lately written in the M(tnchri>ter (irtardian. What 
after all is the effect of diarchy? It has “ made over certain branches 
of administration to the Indians ” — I am using Mr. Garrat’s language — 
** witliout giving them any control over the purse or any proper autho- 
rity over the subordinates.” ” Clearly ” Mr. Garrat further says “ the 
Reforms are an impossible half-way house.” Then how is it possible 
to make anything out of it, I for myself (annot understand. 

^ 1'lien another point has been sought to be made by my friends 
C|.p<^itef and that is that diarchy has failed because it has i.ot got the 
support of the majority of the members of this Council. It 
cannot be’ said so of the first Council. The Ministers in the 
first Counoil were supported by an overwhelming majority of 
the imn-offii*)nl members of this council, and yet they could not do 
a^yRnn^ substantial and Sir P. C. Mitter of all persons had admitted 
thaCdiat^y was “ unworkable.” 

Mr. IC^C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir. in su]^>orting the motion 
before tbe House I wish to say a few' words. I spent a few weeks in 
Bihar last y^ear and I had the pleasure of visiting some of the institu- 
tions^MTorking in the Transferred departments. I was surprised at the 
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great progrees that has been made by the Bihar University, the progrem 
of the Medical College^there and the rapid growth of the Public Health 
Department which are all under the control of Ministers. I had visited 
gome of those nation-building institutions there and saw the ministerial 
departments functioning splendidly and everybody in Bihar knows of 
vast improvements made under the ministerial administration. Here 
in Bengal the muddle is made between the principle of diarchy and the 
personnel of the Ministry. Diarchy is faring well everywhere, but 
unfortunately it is not so in Bengal. My friend, Rai Harendranath 
Chauduri says that there were three taxes imposed during the first 
Ministry. But I know one of the taxes — the Amusement and the Bett- 
ing tax — did not hurt the people of Bengal which brought in a large 
amount of revenue and which in its turn brought relief to many depart- 
ments. My point is that the principle of diarchy is all right so far as 
the United Ibovinces, (Vntral Provinces Bihar and Orissa and even 
Bengal are ccmcerned but the personal jealousy, intrigues and mutual 
incriminations have set back the progress of responsible and represen- 
tative Government in Bengal. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: T did not want to take any part in the 
discussion this afternoon but I have been provoked to do so by the last 
speaker. ITe has told us that diarchy hud worked well here as well as 
elsewhere. ITe has told us what the Ministers had been able to do both 
in Bengal and other provinces but he has forgotten to tell us that what 
little they have done they have been able to do by seeking favour from 
their colleagues, and that they have not been able to do anything as a 
matter of right. If the diarchy were killed and we had responsible 
Ministers — responsible to the country and in charge of all the depart- 
ments the difference between the j)resent Ministers and those Ministers 
would be great — as great as the difteience betw(‘en those who 
come here througli the favour of Government, and who come in 
through election. We do not want any favour. What we w'ant we 
must have as a matter of right. Ministers Inive got to ask for small 
favo\irs and if they get them tliey succeed; if not they fail. 

As regards the point to which Mr. James has referred, namely, the 
Calcutta Corporation Act. he talked without knowing really all the cif- 
cumstances of the caw. I was on the Calcutta Corporation at the time 
and I know what the Corporation did with regard to the framing of the 
Bill. T mean that every clause that is there was settled by the different 
committees that sat from day to day for months together. The only 
thing for which the Minister who was then in charge could take credit 
was the communal representation. Beyond that every clause oijt 
popular character democratising the institution which we find in the Act 
to-day was due to the hard lalmur which memlKU-s of the Corporation 
put in for months together. Therefore, much credit cannot ^ given 
to the then Minister in charge. His chief and perhaps the only credit 
lay in being able to carry it in the Council. 
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As regards some of the oKsej vations which fell from my esteemed 
old friend, Mr. Abdul Karim, I should like to say just a few words* 
He referred to the speech whit h evidently Mr. Bannerjee had made 
last evening and made him rather uncomfortable, and in trying to 
meet the points raised in that speech I am afraid he has made his 
position worse. So far as we here on this side of the House are con- 
cerned, we are against the principle of diarchy. We want no diarchy 
and want to kill it if we can, but my friend is not against diarchy but 
is for killing individuals, and that shows what mischief diarchy has 
worked into our public life; it has worked perniciously. It has made 
people try and satisfy their peiMmal pique and ambitions. Diarchy 
may be compared to a house which we want to dynamite. We want 
to destroy the house, whereas there are some memhers of the House 
who are not against the house itself but are against its inmates. They 
are for destroying the inmates so that they may get in and tliemselves 
occupy their place. That is where diarchy worked mis<diief in our 
public life and that is where the difference comes in between us and 
them, I would welcome my friends to come and join with us in our 
vote against diarchy so that there may not be any supply at all, and 
there may not be any hankering after these offices. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I have got absolutely sick of this debate 
but I am provoked by the speaker who has just sat down to speak a 
tew words. It is the first time that we have been told that no credit 
is due to the late Sir Surendranath Bannerjea for the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act beyond the fact that he Imnight c(»mmunal representation 
into the Act. I have known of no man in Bengal ungrateful enough 
to say that Sir Surendranath Bannerjea did not popularise and demo- 
cratise jhe whole Corporation of Calcutta by that Bill and I cannot 
allow that statement to go unchallenged against my late revered holder. 
He has been charged with introducing coininunal repre-^entation in 
the Calcutta Corporation. Those who have known Sir Surendranath 
Bannerjea and have worked with him know full well that his life long 
work was to bring about a state of things where communal representa- 
tion would not only be not wanted but would not be necessary. 
Mr. Bannerjea, I mean Mr. Aswini (^mmar Banerjea, and I have both 
worked with the late Sir Surendranath Bannerjea and we knew hia 
mentality^ I am here neither to defend nor to oppose communal 
representation. But I must say that communal representation was 
introduced in the Calcutta Corporation at the request of the Mussul- 
man members of this legislature and of the Moslem citizens of Calcutta. 
Right or wrong, the opinion and interests and the demand of an 
important section of people like the Moslem citizens of Calcutta had 
to be recognised and given effect to hy any responsible member 
conscious of his duty. But we have here Mr. A. C. Banerjea, his 
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trstwbile ^lleague in the Calcutta Corporalion, taking credit that the 
Calcutta Ccttporation drafted every section of that Bill which is now 
known as the Calcutta Municipal Act. But fortunately the facts are 
otherwise. It war a Bill which was introduced by Lord Sinha in the 
Legislative Council and the Bill which was prepared by the Calcutta 
Corporation was quite different in character and principle. 


Mr. A. C. BANERilEE: My friend i<s not quite correct for I main- 
tain that it was the latter Bill that was introduced. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: We have been told that diarchy has 
failed in Bengal; certainly it has failed. I think it is not practicable 
to work diarchy when we have a body of men determined to wreck 
it. 1’lie Ministers are left at the mercy of the handful of men who 
oppose them from motives of jealousy and animosities and personal 
feelings. But at the same time I must warn my friends on the other 
side that if diarchy has failed, the causes which have led to its failuie 
relate not so much to the system itself as to the circumstam e.s prevail- 
ing in this Council. Even if provincial autonomy is granted the 
situation will be imne and more grave, dangerouN and deplorable, 
(Questio?»!) for I think that since diarchy has failed lespon'^ible (Govern- 
ment will hardly be smcessful. 


Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: 1 had no mind to speak on 
this subject but after having listened to Mr. James, Mr. Kay Chau- 
dhuri ami Maulvi Abul Kusem I cannot help taking a part in this 
discussion. All these gentlemen have dilated on the glories of diarc'hy 
and have (MAi r.vi Ani’i. K.Asr..M : No, 1 have not.) leferred to the 
late Sir Surendranath Bannerjea, the Minister who gave us the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. They have also referred to the administra- 
tion of the Calcutta Medi(‘al College and the Calcutta hospitals. They 
huv(\ however, all avoided the real issue. The present ( onstitution 
is calle«l diarchy. It is a misnomer. Theie are no two divisions in 
4he (Government. There is only one division. The division of the 
(Government into Ministers and members of the lixecutive Council is 
a mockery. We would have got the same Calcutta Municipal Act 
from Sir Surendranath Bannerjea if, instead of Wing a Minister, the 
late Sir Surendranath Bannerjea had been a Member of the Executive 
Council. The real mischief is that the Ministers, the .so-called pf)pular 
Ministers, are not rojxuisible to the legislature. Some straight 
questions have been put to the Ministei-s and we hope that straight 
answers will be given to them. Do the present Ministers hold office 
during the pleasure of the (Governor, or are they responsible to this 
Council!^ Do they know the feeling in the country, and will these 
popular Ministers tell us whether they will abide by the verdict of 



1928.] 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 197 

the people in the matter of the Simon Commi^ionP' There may be 
some who do not agree with the majority but will not the 
abide by the undoubted verdict of the majority.^, ^ 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Before I 
speak I desire to say one thing at the outset, namely, that I would 
endeavour as much as possible to confine myself to the only lelevant 
issue as to whether this grant should be allowed or nob For the pur- 
poses of that relevant issue, to my mind it is immaterial whethet* I 
M^orked properly or with any amount of ability during the years 1921-23. 
For the purposes of that relevant issue if is immaterial whether a 
particular Minister is a worthy man or not. For the purpo'^es (»f that 
relevant issue the only thing that is material is whether or not, how- 
ever unsatisfactory diarchy may be, you can extract some good out of 
it for the benefit of the people. That and that alone is the only lele- 
vant point, but apart from these reasons theie is an additional reason 
why I desire to retrain fr(un entering into any personal questions. 
Firmly believirjg us I do in the principle of Indian liberalism I ladieve 
that the future of my (ountiy depends (»n two things — nationalism and 
parliamentarism. Any one who has faith in nationalism must al .vays 
lemember that personal jealousies and party jealousies clash with it, 
and he must have an abiding faith in the fact that every body should 
place the interest of his c(mntry above those of the party. (Hear, 
hear.* If my friends on the right with the best of motives have 
tliought it fit to hurl peisonal abuses, if the> thought it fit even to 
make inconect allegati<ms in the wider interest of nationalism, for the 
wider interest of the good of my motherlaml I would tt>lernte those 
remarks. 

There is yet a further reason why I think it is not necessaiy to 
enter into these matters, (fn the 21st there will be an opportunity 
of entering into these questions, though some of these <juestions would 
not be relevant even then. As to what his past life might have been 
or as to what his past administration might have been — even thes« 
would not be relevant. If I am forced tc» deal with these questions on 
that day, but I can tell my friends at once that I would rather not, 
because that would raise memories which would not be pleasant to any- 
l>ody, neither to me nor to them. 

With these preliminary* observations I desire to prcK'eed to the 
fundamental point and that point is this: C/un we gel rid 
of diar<‘hy, unsatisfactory though it l>e, merely because we 
want to get rid of it? Can we get rid of dianhy now or 
within six months or within the next two or three years? (A \t)ice: 
Yes, certainly). If I am allowed to proceed in peace, if they ivould 
have the tolerance to listen to another opinion 
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Mr. S. C. B0.tE! The Hon'ble Minister was putting questions. 
Therefore he must expect an answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 hope, Mr. Bose, you will agree with me 
when I say that the Hon’ble Minister being in possession of the House, 
ahould be allowed to proceed with his speech without interruption. 

Mr« 8. C. B08E. In that case he should not put any question. 

Tho HoiPble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; 1 say this 
that even if this salary be refused everybody knows that from to-morrow 
we shall not get responsible (lovernment. What is the point in getting 
rid of diarchy and what is the point of the Swarajists h We all want 
responsible government. Now if this salary is not allowed — I think 
I am right although my friends to the right may question it — we 
shall not get responsible goveinment to-morrow or within the next six 
months. They may l»e right in saying that persistent agitation rousing 
national aspirations may bring ns nearer the goal but that is a point 
with which I do not desire t(> deal at present. 


0-45 r.M. 

I say this that it is not likely that \\«* shall get responsible govein- 
luent this month, or next month, or next year. 1 have been nurtured 
in a school of politics according to which, however, unsatisfut tory the 
constitution may be, you should try and get the best out of it. I have 
sat at the feet of Mr. Gokhale and others and what I learnt even in 

those days (A Voice: At the feet f>f Bowlatt.) 

Yes, I am called Bowlatt Mitter and since my friends :ire so anxious 
to remind me of that fact I may tell them that that does not touch me. 
I sat in that committee and I do not ivsent being < riticised for 1 decided 
on materials that were available to me. If I were outside I would have 
perhaps criticised another in my jdace. I do not hear any bitterness 
because I am referred to as Bowlatt Mitter, but I hope they will not 
interrupt me in this way. Sir, I was going to say that 32 years ago 
when I first took to politics, there was no representative government 
worth the name, and that great Indian (topal Krishna Gokhale used 
to say that even if there was r.o lesjmnsible government, if you go 
to a Lieutenant-OoVernor, or Chief Secretary, or Viceroy, or a Member 
of the Executive Council, and if you can get one good thing for the 
country, your conscience is satisfied that you have done some good to 
your country. That great man Bal Gungndliar Tilak, who belonged 
to another s chool of ])olitic8, used to say “ do not itrnore the realities,** 
but to-day we ignore the realities. Sir, my time is limited, but I say 
that even from this existing constitution let us try to extract as much 
as iHissible. (A Voice: What about diarchy ?) It is the exiatiag 
constitution and I < laini (bat we can extract some good out of it. Sir, 
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according to my friends to my right, I am an un worth man and I plead 
guilty to that, but unworthy as I am, by accepting office to help a 
Government which is described as Satanic, I have succeeded in getting 
the Government committed to a loan policy of one crore of rupees for 
water-supply. Well, Sir, if I am driven out of office to-morrow, even 
if I were to expire soon — my friend Mr. Jitendrnlul Banner jee referred 
to my growing age — I shall have this statisfaction, at any rate, that 
I have brought drinking wat<*r to the homes of many. Sir, we must 
all remember that the difficulties of the Government of Bengal, the 
difficulties of the Ministiy of Bengal, is not wlmlly due to 
the constitution, however, unsatisfa<*tory that constitution may 
be. The first and foremost difficulty is the cruel finamial set lie. 
ment. and if the jiast history of the reformed constitution in Bengal 
were referred to then all fair-minded people including mv friends on 
the right — many of them are jiatriotic and fair-minded gentlemen — will 
find that the first reformed Government in Bengal started with a deficit 
budget of two crores and 12 lakhs. The fii st Ministers started their 
office with this big defic it round their neck. Now, as regards the taxa- 
tion measures, I may say that if they introduciKl taxation measures 
they also reduc(>d the expenditure by about one er re and ‘Kt lakhs. 
That means that the taxjiayers’ pockets have been sjiared to that (‘xtent. 
Almut tlie taxation measares, the representatives of the peonle inside 
the Council passed all tlie^e taxation lueasnres and 1 h r one take my 
full respionsihilit y for them. T am satisfied that we ac ted jiroperly, 
because I know that without these taxes administration would have 
gone to pieces. If to-day there is now a delay of 4 yeais in the disposal 
of a civil suit there would have been a delay of H y<*ais for want of 
funds. Similarly, in every ch'partment of Government, administration 
would have been inijK)ss;ble without this additional money. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Are wo dis<*us.sirig the individual 
Ministers and the ncwoiifidencv motion or the motion about the salary 
of Ministers? We may perhaps foiget the doings of the Ministers till 
Wednesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not for you, Mr. Gupta, to suggest what 
the Hon'ble Minister should say or do. 

The HoVble Sir PROVASH CHANDRA MITTER: Now, Sir, may 
1 again appeal to ray friends to the right to have some toleration and 
bear with me for a few minutes and let me proceed in my own way. 

Sir, in spite of those financial difficulties (At this 

stagfe there was some noise on the left side of the Chair.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. I think you should know how 
to treat an adversary. 
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^ Th0 Hon^ble fir PROVABH CHANDRA HITTER: Daring the last 
7 or 8 years in spite of this cruel handicap, expenditure on education 
has increased by Rs. 12 lakhs, that on medical administration by about 
Rs. 6 lakhs and the total expenditure on the transferred side has 
increased by Rs. 33 lakhs. 

Now, my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, has said something 
about me. He has said “ Sir P. C. Mitter was a Kayestha of Kayes- 
thas — he meant no offence to anybody, not even to the President — 
because both by right of caste and right of intellect were the most astute 
brains in Bengal. What w'ould they say of him ? He very well knew, 
Jione better, of the implication and bearing of the Ministers’ position. 
He had tasted the sweetness and bitterness of an official )H)sition. How 
was it that they found him once again allowing his neck to be plated 
under the cruel and foreign yoke ? How was it that they found him 
once again at the fag end of his life engaged in one of the most thank- 
less and j)rofitless task in the world, trying to work a system which 
had stuck in the mire and which refused to wf»rk.” I admit, Sir, 
that the task (d a Minister is a profitless and thankless task. 1 admit 
that it can be made very ])rofitless and I do not know in what sense 
Mr. Bannerjee has said this. But the fact that 1 have taken upon 
myself this thankless task at this period ot my life, in spite of my 
past exjKM’ience, shows that 1 do expect that some good can be extracted 
out of this system. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: This debate started <j) th^ 
right lines and 1 thought that everybody (piite understood that lh*» 
question before the House was whether there should be any Ministers 
at all, or no Ministers. We were proceeding on those lines until my 
friend, Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose, nme and talked about tlie Minister 
for Local Self-Government and the Minister for Education, what this 
gentleman or tliat gentleman had done. I have now to explain for 
almut the bOtli time that this vote is not a vote whether the Hoirble 
Sir Provash (3iandra Mitter shall remain Minister of Txical Self-Govern- 
ment or whether the Hon’ble Nawab Musharuff Ilosain, Khan Bahadur, 
shall remain as Minister of Education, but whether during the course 
of the next year there should be any Ministers or no Ministers. These 
particular Ministers may go next week, or they may go next July, hut 
if this motion is passed to-day, they will have to go at once. But if 
the salaries are voted, and the Ministers have to go, some other gentle- 
men will take their place. The present Ministers and their predecessors 
have been charged with ignorance: they have been charged with follow- 
ing the ])oIicy of the Secretariat and with having no policy of their 
own. Then my friend,. Babu Surendra Nath Biswas, told us a fascinating 
story of a Minister whose ears w’ere cut off. This Minister, at^any rate, 
had a lease of three years of office without interruption. (A Voice: 
Jle said three months.) Anyhow, he had a specified period during 
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which he could do some useful work. Since 1923, when I first becanMr 
a member of the reformed Council, no Minister has had a tenure of itTore 
than a week while the Council was in session, without a motion of 
no*<x>nfidence being threatened against him. His measures are always 
in danger of being defeated. Consequently he never finds time to learn 
the ins and outs of his department. Most of the subjects dealt with 
in the transferred departments are technical, and the files are large. 
The subjects are not easy, and it is impossible for any one to grapple 
with them within a short space of time. For instance, when a Minister 
comes to tackle a problem like the eradication of water-hyacinth, ho 
has got to produce the ways and means, he has got to make pwvision 
for funds, but he cannot do all this if he is not sure of remaining in 
office for more than ten days. 

4 P.M. 


You coniplain that the Ministers do not do their part but the 
Ministei*s are getting no chance of framing or pursuing anv policy at 
all. As regards the policy being the policy ot the Secretaries it must 
he remembered that work has got to go on. Tf the Minister has a polic’V, 
he can tell his Secretary — there is the policy — work it out, carry it on. 
It is the duty of the Secretar>' to try his best to carry it out, but surely, 
the Secretary’ would be failing in his duty if he were not to tell the 
Minister when such and such a p(dicy could not be carried out. (A 
VOICE: and the (Tovenioi. * He could also tell the Governor that 
(VoicE.s : Over the head of the Ministers). Certainly not. (Crtes nf 
Oh! Oh!) I should like to ask my friends on the right to let me talk 
to-day. I had some difficulty in doing so yesterday. 1 did not inter- 
ject remarks when they were speaking and I think it is only good 
manners that they should allow me to get to the end of my speech 
especially when the time is shoit. T was talking about the relatinnsbip 
of the Secretary with the Minister. The administration of the country 
has got to be carried on. If you do not give the Minister a chance to 
produce a policy and work it out. the Secretary has still got to run 
the administration in the best way be can and submit files tx» the 
Minister for his orders. Tf the Minister has not got time for details 
it is not the Secretary’ who is at fault. What 1 want to say is this: 
put your Minister in and give him a run for his money. Give him 
a chance to do his work; and if he does not do it, then turn him out. 

There are one or two points about the working of the Government 
which I want to make clear. I expect they have been made clear before 
but my memory on the subject is defective and I want to make them 
clear once again. The first question is as regards the system of voting 
in this Council. The joint Select Committee of lioth Houses of Parlia- 
ment in their report explained what their view of the system of Govern^ 
ment was. They said “ In the debates of the Ijegislative Council 
Members of the Executive should act together and Ministers should act 
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together, but MenTbera of the Executive Council and Ministers should 
not oppose each "other by speech or vote; Members of the Executive 
Council should not !>e required to support either by speech or vote 
proposals of Ministers of which they do not approve, nor should Minis- 
ters be required to support by speech or vote proposals of the Executive 
Council of which they do not approve ; they should be free to speak and 
vote for each other’s proposals when they are in agreement with them.” 
That principle, ffir, has been consistently followed since the time the 
Heforms were introduced. You will remembei that no longer ago than 
yesterday a Minister who was not in entire agreement with the Exe- 
cutive (k)uncil on a question of policy abstained from voting. On the 
principle laid down by the Joint Select Committee he was not entitled 
to vote against the (Government. 

The next point is this: It was said that Ministers have no control 
over finance and that they are at the mercy of the Finance Member for 
financing new schemes. As far as the question of funds is concerned, 
they may be said to be at the mercy of the Finance Member because 
the Finance Member works out the budget on the basis of Receipts and 
Expenditure to which (Government are already ccuninitted and he then 
says — our balance is so mudi (or our balance is minus so much as he 
did this year), lie then advises as to how much money can be allotted 
for new schemes and then the whole ((uestion of allocation is coiisidered 
by (lovernment as a whole. In some cases the (Govei-nment as a whole 
insist cm allocating more money than the Finame Member would like 
to do. As regards his turning down any scheme of a Transferred 
Department as against any scheme of a Reserved Department he has 
no power whatever. The whole question is thrashed out at a Joint 
Meeting of the Memebers and Ministers. 

Another point is this: When a scheme relating to the reserved 
^<ide or the transferred side is put forwanl, the department putting it 
forward and the Member or the Minister as the case may be has to 
form an estimate of the expenditure. That estimate comes to the 
Finance Department and the Finance Department examines the scheme 
fi*om 'every point of view'. One of these points of view* is the effect 
whi<*h it will have on other departments. For example, suppose you 
want to raise the pay of otficeis in one particular department and the 
Finance Department say that the immediate result would be that you 
have to raise the pay of another department. The Finance Department 
will point this out and say that you must not go on with the scheme 
by itself. This is a perfectly rea.sonable business proposition. The 
Finance Member has no power w*hatever to question the policy. He has 
got to examine the scheme from the pitutical point of view. It is 
important for the whole Government that s<*heines should thus be 
examined. I think it will be admitted that somebody has got to do 
it — whether you have one Finance Member for both the reserved and 
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the transferred sides, or whether you have one Finanbe Member for the 
reserved side and another for the transferred side — one of these Finance 
Members has got to do that preliminary^ bit of work for any scheme that 
may come forward. 

The next point is this : it was stated that His Excellency the 
Governor apparently without any forethought selected gentlemen with 
no following in the House for appointment as Ministers. I would ask 
w'ho are the gentlemen with a following in the House who are prepared 
to accept the burdens of office h I rememl>er when I fii’st joined this 
Council at the end of 192d the late Mr. C. R. Das was returned to the 
Council with a large bdlowing and His Ex<‘ellencv’s fiist act was to 
.send for Mr. Das and aske<l him to take office. More recently, within 
the last year, when the Ministers were thrown out last August, His 
Excellency sent foj* the leader of the party which he believed to be the 
largest party in this House. I think it has throughout been Ilis Excel- 
lency’s desire — the desire bt»th of His Excellency liord Lytton and of 
Hi> Excellem y Sir Stanley Jackson — to find Ministers who would have 
the support of the majority of the elected Members of this Coumul and 
it is perfectly obvious that this is exactly what any Governoi- would 
desire above all things. If a Minister were appointed and if there 
v/ef\* any other party with a majority in the House who weie prepared 
to taj e office it would be peifectly easy for them to displace the Minister 
who had been appoiirted and to lake and retain office themselves but 
at the present moment all that happims is that the majority of the 
meinWrs of this Council drive A out of offi< e to-day and when B is 
given tile office, he is turned out and comes in and there is no indi- 
cation that C will be given a <*hance to continue. T am not defending 
diarchy. I am only jiointinu: out that the Ministers have a gient deal 
of power now, and that a Minister is not a tool in the hands of hi» 
Secretary'. I have alreadv pointed out that that is not the case but 
it is perfectly clear also that his poliev must be :i workable policy. 
(Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta : M ho would be the judge of the workability 
of the policy?) The Governor acting with his Minister. 

Then it is .said that the Ministers are not responsible to the Council. 

I ask how many Ministers have been thrown out by this Council. It 
is not a question of responsibility. Their resfionsibility js only too 
obvious. But their difficulty is that they find it impo.ssible to please 
the Council whatever they do. If any patry with a majority in the 
Council were to lay down a line of policy and insist on that line of 
policy being followed, it would be perfectly easy for them to put in 
any Minister and insist on that line of policy being followed by him 
and if the Minister did not follow that line be could be thrown out. 
Mr. C. R. Das declined to work out his policy. That is one of my 
complaints. If my friend.s on the right will only lay down the line 
of policy they want followed then things would be made easier. 
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I h&ve already taken up a good deal of the time of the Council hut 
I want to make two remarks more. My first is this : My friend, Babu 
Akbil Chandra Datta has again urged in his speech a change of the 
constitution. He did this the day before yesterday also. I would 
again point out to him that there is one and, as far as I know, only one 
way of changing the constitution and that is to place his views before 
the Statutory Commission, not through Government but direct. The 
present motion will not change the c(»nstitution in the direction he 
desires, which is, I gather, to liberalise the constitution. The effect of 
this motion, if carried, would be to go back to the system of Govern- 
ment by Executive Council. On the other hand, if they want to 
liberalise the constitution, I would suggest to the members of this 
House that they should proceed to place their arguments for 
changing the constitution before the Simon (Commission. But a mere 
denial of the right of Parliament to make empiiries as to the condition 
of India and the working of the constitution is not the way in which 
to get exactly what the mover wants. If he will only tell the Commis- 
sion exactly what he wants — that, it seems to me, is the ver>' best way 
to get it. 

My other point is that with which I began I want to make it 
quite clear that if this motion is carried there can be no Ministry at 
all. If this motion is defeated, the present Ministers will carry on 
until Wednesday next and perhaps longer, and il they are thrown out 
next Wednesday His Excellency will be able 1(^ appoint other Minis- 
ters. But if this motion is <*arried there will be no Ministers for the 
ensuing year. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Hn a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. I never suggested in my sj)ee(h either yesterday or day 
before yesterday that the Government of Bengal should communicate 
the views of the members of this House to the Simon Commission. I 
never said so. I made my position and the position of my party 
absolutely clear and said that so far as we are <*oncerned we shall have 
ntithiug to do with the Coitnnission. We have Ixjycotted the Conimis- 
nion and we shall boycvjt the Commission. What I suggested was this: 
The Bengal Government will have to make some recommendations 
and when makinig those rei'oinmendations I suggested that they should 
speak the honest truth which His Exeellen<y Lord Lytton spoke last 
year in this Council about the system of diairhy. 

4-30 P.M. 

TIm Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I am sorr>* I misunderstood 

my friend. 
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The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,46,000 under the head “ 22 E 

Ministers be refused was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahainad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Bagthi, Babu Romas Chandra. 
Bsnarjsa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Bantrjee, Babu Promothi Hath. 
Bantrjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Banntrjas, Babu Jitsndralal. 

Basu, Babu Sasi takhar. 

Basu, Mr. P. C. 

Biswas, Babu Sursndra Nath. 

Boss, Babu Bsjoy Krishna. 

Boss, Mr. S. C. 

Boss, Mr. Subhas Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtfy, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattsrjss, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Das Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 


Qhoss, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Gupta, Mr. ilogssh Chandra. 

Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyaf. 

Hoqus, Kail Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Dsbsndra Lai. 

Lala, Babu taroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Muksrjsa, trijut Taraknath. 

Nasksr, Babu Hsm Chandra. 

Rauf, Mauivi gysd Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Oobinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatysndra 
Nath. 

tarksr, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tsn Qupta, Mr. J. M. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. Q. 

Asharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja thashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymsnsingh. 
Afxal, Mauivi tysd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmsd, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Atiqullah, Mr. tysd Md. 

Bakth, Mauivi Kader. 

Barton, Mr. J. F. 

Cassslls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, ths Hon'bis Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab AU, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Qolam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorshsd Alam. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. 0. Q. 

Dowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond. Mr. J. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. t. 

Eddis, Mr. A. MsD. 

Paroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Qhoss, Mr. M. C. 

Ghosh Maulik, Babu tatysndra Chandra. 
Goanha, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 

Gofran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Haqi^ Khan Bahadur Mautvi Axiaul. 
Haa^ Iho Hon'bis Nawab Mutharruf, 

Khan Bahadur. 


Muq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi tysd 
Maqbul. 

Hussain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jamos, Mr. F. E. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kassm, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muaiiam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Xhan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luks, Mr. N. R. 

Masartnsy, Mr. d. 0. 

MasBsan, Mr. J. a. 

Maodonald, Mr. A. 

Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. 

MsCluskis, Mr. E. T. 

Nittsr, ths Hon’bis tir Provash Chundsr. 
Mobsriy, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muksrji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar tris Chandra. 
Nsison, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phsips, Mr. Trsvor d. 

Prsntiso, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Agixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi thamour. 

Rahmaa, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*. 

Raihat, Mr. Proa^na Dob. 



m 


DEMANDS FOB OBANTS. 


[ 16 m 


Wty, B«bu NatMKrii Narsyan. 

Bay* Maharaja Jagindra Nath, af Natar. 
Nay, tha Han'hla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunifh Chandra, af Nadia« 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Prasad Singh. 

Saahsa, Mr. F. A. 

tanyal, BAhu Saohindra Narayan. 
•arhadhikari, Or. Sir Oava Prasad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 


Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

San, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Bhatam Hassain. 

Sinh^ Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan» 
of Nashipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Suhraarardy, Mr. H. S 
Tats, Major-Qsnsral God fray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

T» Avars, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 80 the motion was lost. 
The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Bs. 1,000 under the head ‘ 22F. — Legislative Council — Allowances, 
honoraria — Hill alhrwances ’ he refused. 


Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ‘That the demand of 
Bs. 2,05,000 under the head ‘ 22 — Legislative Council ’ be reduced 

by Rs. 100. 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH GH08E moved that the demand ot 
Rs. 2,05,000 under the head “ 22F. — Legislative Council ” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows ; — 

“ The aim and object of my resolution is to have the Bengali 
speeches and (juestions recorded in the pi'oceedings and to give effect 
to this arrangement a Bengali shorthand writer should be appointed. 
According 0) the present rule the member who makes a Bengali speech 
is to give a Bengali copy ot hi" speech or its English translation to 
the Secretary otherwise his sj»ee<*h is excluded from the proceedings. 
T say. Sir, why^ Why Bengali language will be disregarded in this 
way^ According to law every member who i" not a fluent speaker 
with the permission <»f the President can move hi" resolutif)n, etc., in 
Bengali. The .speeches made in Kngli"]i are lecorded in the proeeed- 
ings even with eheers, claps, ironical remark'^, etc., but if any most 
important thing is ni^god in Bengali it will he omitted. This is a 
Legislative Council for Bengal hut Bengali language has no space 
here! In the house, where the question of life and death, happiness 
and misery, advantages and disadvantages, gain and loss of the whole 
Bengali-sj)eaking nation will be discussed, the Bengali literature will 
be discarded. It is a disgniee ! And di.sgraee to the whole nation! 
"Bengali literature will not he recognised in the Council, vernacular 
speech wjll not he listened to by the autborities—rit is simply an insult, 
a. deliberate insult to Bengal! and ungratefulliess on the part of 
iSose who are fed hy Bengal ! How many members of our constituency 
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know KngliiA and can speak in Sn^lish. As a result of Eug^lish 
Administration for about IJ of a century in this country what is the 
percentage of English-knowing people in Bengal ! Again, Sir, you 
may consider that according to law every voter is eligible for member- 
ship — no matter he knows or does not know English languat^^e. Ignor- 
ance of English literature is no bar io my countrymen to be the member 
of this House, hence, to allow all the members to take pni*t in delibera- 
tions of this Council the Government will either exciu<le the people 
who are not well-acquainted with English language from Iwing member 
of this House or to accept the procedure suggested above. Again I 
beg to state that thorough knowledge of a member in English will not 
be sufficient qualification unless and until he becomes a fluent speaker, 
most of the membei*s have well acquaintance witli Engli.sh literature 
but how many of them can speak fluently ^ It is always noticed that 
many members read tlieir speech from their manuscript not because 
that they are ignorant Englisli language but because to finish their 
spee(‘h in short time — but that pra(*tice is not free from danger. I am 
told by my learned friend Dr. rramathanath Banerjea who, the other 
day, went to see the jiroceedings of the liegislative Council of Madras 
w’here he noticed that the memiiei-s of that House were prohibited by 
its President from reading tbeir speeches with the help of their 
manuscript. I humbly pray to you. Sir, to give similar ruling and 
you will find that many loud voices will join wdth me to press for the 
introduction of Bengali literature into this House, otherwise, many 
member-* wnll have to accept the procedure of preparing their speeches 
at the first part of the night and to get them by-heart at dawn and 
morning just like an examinee and to vomit them in the ("ouncil 
Chamber at 2-dO p.m. 

I do not propose to exclude English literature from Council and I 

cannot have such audacity for the present. My submi.ssion is that 

You are my guest and I am the owner of the house and as such it does 
not at all look well that you being an outsider will occupy the whole 
house and I being the owner will not be allowed to cn)ss the threshold! 
So my suggestion is, you better occupy the wlnde house but allow me 
to have a little space under the staircase. To appoint a Bengali 
stenographer, I think, may entail one or two thousand rupees — it is 
nothing. Thousands and thousands of impees are spent in this House 
for the luxur3’ and comfort of the members but a small sum wdll be 
denied to accommodate the Bengali literature in the House. It is 
lot)ked by the people of Bengal as a malicious hatred and deliberate 
insult of the authorities towards the vernacular language.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sgm of Rs. 97,48,000, as amended in Council, oe 
granted for expenditune under the head ” 22. — General Administration ” 
was then put and agreed to. 
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The time-limit under the head “ 22. — General Administration ** 
having reached the following motions were not put : — 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand dt 
Jls. 2,72,000 under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat, (Reserved) — 
.Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 


MftUivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 2,72,000 
under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Political and 
Appointment Departments ’ be reduced by Re. 1. 


Mfi 8« Cl BOSE: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,94,000 under the head 
^22G. — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce, and Marine Depart- 
ments ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (in order to criticise the control of the 
^oveniment over the Port of Calcutta).” 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: ” That the demand of Rv 2.94^000 
under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce and 
Marine Departments,’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (in ordei to criticise the 
j'ontnd of the local Government over the Port of Calcutta).” 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: iluU the demand of 

Its. 14,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil Secretariat — Allowances — 
Hill allowances ’ be reduced by Rs. 7, (KM).” 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: That the demand of 

Rs. 6,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil Secretariat — Contingencies — 
JTill Journey Charges’ be reduced by Rs. ‘5,000.*’ 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. vS,-‘]l,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil Secietaiiat — (Reserved)’ be 
refused.” 


Mauivi ABUL KASEM: ’'That the demand of Rs. 8/11,000 under 
tthe head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat ’ l>e reduced by Rs. 2 (to draw atten- 
tion to the fact that theiv is not u single Muhammadan gazetted officer 
in the Secretariat).” 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 59,000 under the head 
22H. — Civil Secretariat — Education Depart^nent ’ l>e reduced by 
:rb. 100 .” 
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Mr. CHANDRA SEN: “Tliat the demand ot Us. 59,000 

under, the head ‘ 22H. — Civil Secretariat — Education Department * be 
reduced by Be. 100 (in order to raise a di8cu»<siou as to the part played 
by the Education Department in connecrion with the horfn] on the -ird 
February, 1928).” 

Msulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand ot Hm. G0,(MH) 
under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Agriculture ami Industries 
Departments ’ be reduced by Ks. 1(X).” 

Mauivi 8YED ABOUR RAUF: “ That the demand (d Ks. 00,000 
under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Agiieultine and Industrie'^ 
Departments ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: * That the demand ot 
Rs. 5.fM)0 under the head ‘ 22H. — Civil Secretariat — Allowances — Hill 
Allowances ’ be reduced by Rs. 2,500.” 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: / That the demand of 
Ks. -1,000 under the head ‘ 22H. — Civil Secretariut~-Contingen(‘ieH- 
Tlill Journey Charges’ be reduced by Rs. l/>00.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,250 undei the head * 221. — Hoard of Revenue — Hill Allowances* 
be refused.’* 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. IjOtK) under the liead ‘ 221. — Hoard of Revenue — Hill Journey 
Charges ’ be refused.” 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ’That the demand of 
Rs. 83,000 under the head ‘ 221. — Hoard of Revenue ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100.” 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: * That the demand of 
Rs. 83,000 under the head * 221. — Hoard of Revenue * lie reduced by 
Re. 1.” 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 

Rs. 8,000 under the head ‘ 22K. — Commissioners — General Establish- 
ment — Travelling Allowance * be refused.” 


14 



$10 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 16 th Ma*. 


Mairtvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF and Babu dITENDRALAL 
BANNERdEE: That the demand of Rs. 1,600 under the head 

* 22K. — ComminsionerH — Purchase and keep of elephants * be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATil ROY: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,91,000 under the head ' 22K. — General Administration — Com- 
misKioners * be refused.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,91,000 under the head ‘ 22K. — Commissioners * be reduced by 
Rs. 100.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 3,90,000 under the head ‘ 22Ti. — General Establishment — Travel- 
ling^ Allowance ’ be reduced by Rs. 90,000.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 1,40,000 under the head ‘ 220. — Discretionary prant foi Heads of 
Prfjvinces, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 


Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 97,48,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Admini'^tration — Reserved 
and Transferred ’ be reduced by R*s. 5,00.000 *’ 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 97, 48.000 
under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be leduced by Re. 1.’' 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ‘That the demand of 

Ks. 97,48,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1.” 


[At 4-20 P.M. the Council was adjourned and it reas>embled at 

4-30 p.ii.l 


24.— Administratioii of Justico. 

MEMBER in obarfi of liUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. A. N. Mobtrly); On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sura of Rs. 85,34,000 be granted for 
expendituvf under the head “ 24. — Administration of Justice.*' 
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The following motions were called but not moved;— 

Mauivi iYED ABDUR RAUF: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,61,100 under the head ‘24A.— High Court’ be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA HATH ROY: “ That the demand of 
Bs. 1,61,100 under the head ‘ 24.\. — Administration of Justice — High 
(>)urt ’ l>e reduced by Re. 1.** 

Msuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS I l>eg' t<> move that the demand of 
of Rs. 1,61,000 under the head “ 24A. — Hiph Court ” be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

In moving this motion I should like to draw (he attention tif the 
fTOvernnient and this House to the old grievance of the Muhammadan 
community legarding (he paucity of MuhamnuuIanK in (he judicial 
service of this Province. I would not like to make a speech but I 
w’ould only observe that this is a matter in which publif’ opinion, 
specially Moslem public opinion, is very strong. It is almost a 
scandalou" state of things (hat in the wlmle seivice of ‘{od judicial 
officers, there aie scarcely more than a dozen Muhammadans. I should 
also like to refer to the lecent appointment of four District and 
Sessions Judges from the practising lawyers of this Pnivince. I am 
sorry to ^ay that in filling up thcNC apiMiintments the claims of the 
Muhammadan community were ver\ regrettably neglected. ( H‘ course 
the Pengal Gfiveinment seems to have shown some syinjiatln with the 
Muhammadan community but hitherto that has been of no effect, 
(toverniuent throws the wh<de blame on the High (Vuirt because, 
according tr: them, these appointments are made by the High f^iurt. 
There is no doubt about that. Sir, but what I feel is that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has not made any attempt to make an amendment of 
the t'ivil Court Act, and I think it is high time that this Act should 
he amended. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, my friend, Muulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan, has rightly said that the appointment of officers 
to the Judicial Branch of the Bengal Civil Service does not rest with 
the (iloveniment of Bengal. If he wdll look at the Civil List which is 
available at the Library’, if it has not Iwen supplied to him personally, 
I think he will find that about Tl per cent, of the recent appriintments 
of officiating munsifs have, as a matter of fa(‘t, gone to the Muham- 
madans. I admit that the percentage of Muhammadans in the Bengal 
Judicial Service, as it is composed at present, is unsatisfactory, but 
that is not a matter which can be remedied in a day or a year and I 
think that if he looks at the Civil List he w*ill find that the High Court 
are taking measures to improve matters. 
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As regards the amendment of the CiWl CouHs Act, I am not at 
iibei'ty to disclose matters which are under correspondence between the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal or matters which 
may be under corresjKindence, but I do not think that because the 
Government of Benigal are not in a position to advertise or speak or 
write about any official correspondence, the member has any right to 
jump to the conclusion that they have entirely overlooked this matter. 

As regards the recent appointments of District and Sessions Judges 
we did our best to see that the appointments were made impartially 
and with a view to safeguarding all interests. We had all the appli- 
cations submitted to a Selection Board which consisted of a High 
Cr)Ui’t Judge, a District and Sessions Judge and the Legal Remem- 
brancer who had for a bmg time been a District and Sessisons Judge 
and neither the second nor the third of these officers had been in 
Gab'utta for very long. Appointments of this kind cannot, it must 
be recognised, l)e made on a purely (‘ommunal basis, hut I n(»tice that 
out of the last three appointments one has gone b) a Muhammadan and 
the fourth appointment was made several years ago. I think that 
what I have said will meet my friend’s alignments, and perhaps he 
will not persist in cutting this Re. 1. 

Millivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: After what 1 have heaid from the 
Jlon’hle Member in charge, I beg leave of the Council to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, hy leave ot the 
(’ouncil, withdrawn. 

The following imdions were called but not moved: — 

Khan SAHIB ABDU8 8ATTAR: That the demand of 

Rs. 20,000 under the head ‘ 24B. — laiw Officers — Fee> to pleaders (other 
than Government servantis) ‘ be reiluced hy Re. 1.” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 

Rs. f‘1,05,000 under the head ‘ 24B. — Law Officers — Mufassal establish- 
ment ’ be reduced by Bs, JOO.** 

Mr. F. E. dAMES: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 2,18,000 
under the head “ 24 E — l^resideiu’y Magistrates Courts ” he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (ill order to call attention to the necessity for the re-organisa- 
tion of the Juvenile Court). 

Mr. President, Sir, my object in doing this is to call the attention 
of Government to the iiCce.ssity for the re*organisation of the Juvenile 
Court in Calcutta. I think the HoiCble Member in charge will admit 
that the (Huistitutioii of the Juvenile Court is perhaps the most 
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iiuportaot a*pect in the ti^atiiient of juvenile offendem. The sm^t^ees 
of any juvenile court dependR to a ver>’ large extent upon the outlook 
and training of the magistrates a-ho pi-eside over that court. I do not 
wish for one moment to cast any inflection upon the work which is 
being done by the Honorary Magistrates who sit from day to day at 
the Children’s Courts, but I do venture to suggest that from ex|>erience 
of the past in Calcutta and from experience of similar courts in other 
cities in different parts of the world, it is highly necessary that there 
should be one permanent Magistrate presiding over that court, possibly 
assisted by the bench of one or tw'o Hon(»rary Magistrates, among 
w’hich there should be at least one woman. I find. Sir, that tin* Jails 
Committee of 1919, after visiting the Children’s Court in (’alcutta 
then stated that “ the efforts in that Court were not altogether success- 
ful due to the fact that it was not presided over by one Magistrate but 
by a number of Magistrates sitting on successive days. Therefore, the 
result was that when a case came up, if the Magistrate who first heard 
it w’as not sitting on that date, it either had to wait until he sat in 
the next week or it had to l>e heard by a dieftrent Magistrate.” The Com- 
mittee, therefore, suggested in 1919 that in a large town like Calcutta 
a single Magistrate, specially selected, should be appointed to try 
< hildren’s cases. It may be suggested by some that there is not suffi- 
cient wmrk for a stipendiary Magistrate. I find that the figures for 
the last three or four years suggest that there is sufficient work for 
a stipendiary Magistrate. The number of cases in was 1,040, 

in 1925— in 1920—1,911 and in 1927—2,094. I have to admit 
that these cases do not represent the numl>er of children a<‘tiially 
brought before the (’ourt as in some instam^es they appear several times. 
1 know of one instance in which a girl came before the (^ourt no less 
than 20 times, an event which should never happen in any juvenile 
court. It may be suggested that even allowing these numl>ers to lie 
correct, there is not sufficient work for a stipendiary Magistrate.^ 
Sir, 1 think if the Bengal Children Act w^ere to be lirougbt entirely 
into force w*ith special reference to section 27 of that Act, there would 
be more than sufficient work for a stipendiary Magistrate. Even 
supposing that tlie w'ork then i" not Mifficient, would it not be possible 
to amalgamate the work of the Howrah Juvenile Court and 
the work of the Calcutta Juvenile (Vuirt and have one stipen- 
diary Magistrate trying all cases within the jurisdii'tion of these 
f’ourts, or os an alternative to that, to have one stipendiary Magistrate 
M» that he can sit in one court one day and in the other court on the 
other days of the week. There is a further reason w'hy it is advisable 
that this should be re-organised as far as the offenders are concerned. 
Far more detailed inquiries are neces.sary in connection w'ith the treat- 
ment of juvenile offenders than are at present being made by the Bench. 
Naturally owing to its constitution and owing to the fai t that the 
gentlemen who preside over the Bench are busy men, they have not 
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the nec'essary training in juvenile work. As one who is a member of 
the Committee for the Reformatory and Industrial School I can bear 
testimony to the fact that many of the children coming into the school 
come with the history charts that are utterly incomplete for our 
pur|)ose. Far more information is really required than is being given 
under the present system. You may say very well then extend the 
pr(»bation system. I submit, Sir, that it is impossible until we have 
one officer who is either trained in this work or who has experience of 
this work in some other country. 

5 r.M, 

He could not only do the work of the Bench in far greater detail 
than it is at present done; he could also supervise the activities of the 
special officers at present working there, make a more s(‘ientific classi- 
fication of the information than at present exists and collect much 
more information with regard to the cases that come forward 
especially in regard to cases tliat are brought forward before the 
Reformatory and the Industrial School so that the history of each 
<‘hild, its environment, its family history, circumstances and previous 
life (an be given in far greater detail. There is one other point which 
I M-aiit to make and it is that those who preside over a Juvenile (N)urt 
of this description sliould themselves make fro(iuent visit> to the insti- 
tuti(ms that deal with the children that come before these courts. He 
should be very iamiliar with the working of the Reformatory and 
Industrial School and if one officer were ap])ointed for this puipose I 
believe that the work would be more efficiently done jind also more 
expeditiously done, and (hat it w<»uld be possible to extent (he operation 
of the provisions of the Children Act, so that instead of half the 
being a dead letter — as it is at present — it would really be in full 
fon^e in the Riovince. I am afraid the Hon’ble Member will bring 
forward financial objections — I almost anticipate that — but I venture 
to suggest that as (Government have put their hands with real will to 
the (|uestion of the treatment of juvenile offenders it would be a 
thousand pities if they could not, by making this provision, “ put a 
keystone to the arch.” I believe that the members of this House 
must all be interested in the welfare of children. The most important 
section in the treatment of juvenile offenders is — I repeat again — the 
whole question of a Juvenile Court, which should need the most care- 
ful attention. If Government will accede to my request and take up 
the scheme for the appointment of a stipendiary Magistrate who has 
had training in this work, he will, I think, assisted by a Bench of 
Honorary Magistrates, do useful w'ork in this direction. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. James has made an admirable 
speech on this subject but then admirable speeches are always in 
Mr. James* line, the more so when he has to do with the cure of 
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human souls! X need not refer to his remarks every one of which I 
endorse. But I wish to call the attention of GK)vernment to an opinion 
conveyed to me by a high official, a police officer, to the effect that 
the Reforinatoi^' is really the breeding ground of our future goondos 
and criminals. The Reformatory, far froni effecting any reformation 
in the character of the juveniles sent there, really teaches them how 
to walk in the crooked path so that when they come out, they know 
all the artifices and details of crimes which they would not have Known 
it the Reformatory’ were properly conducted. 

The Hon’bJe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Since Mr. Jamc.s tabled a 
resolution on this subject T have been into the question of the Juvenile 
Courts and I admit at once that the jiresent arrangements are such that it 
is hardly j)ossihle in my opinion to expect good results. There are, 
as has been pointed out, five ITonorary Presidency Magistrates who sit 
on different days in the week and (me stipendiary’ Magistrate wliose 
duty it is to try cases arising in the city. There is a stipendiary 
Magistrate \\ ho tries cases arising in the suhiirhs. Another Magistrate 
tries (^ases at Howrah. These Magistrates have no special training 
and although the children are not tried in an ordinarv court 1 do not 
think it is likely that much further advantage in the way of special 
treatment on uniform lines can be attained under the present system. 
There are, however, as was fore8(*en, various difficulties in the way of 
an immediate change. One of tlu'se is that we are at ])resent short 
of Magistrates. I have projiosals for increasing the cadre of Magis- 
trates. which have hcen ai)pr()V(‘d hy Govtunment hut vhich could not 
he ju’ovided for in the hndget. 

Another difliculty is tin* legal difficulty. There aic Presidency 
Magistrates who may try ( ases arising within the city of (kilcutta ; 
there are I)e]mty Magistrates who can try cases arising in the suburbs 
and there are also Magistrates who can try cases arising in Howrah 
but none of these officers has any jurisdiction over other places. T take 
it that what Mr. James suggests is a central Juvenile Court probably 
scmiewbere in Calcutta for the trial of juvenile cases arising in the 
whole of Uie industrial and mill areas (»f ( alcutta. Howrah, SeramjMue 
and Barrackpore. One obvious difficulty in the way of such a scheme 
is distance. You cannot bring all the offenders into one central place 
vitbout first remodelling the Hqu.se of Detention and enlarging it. 

There is another difficulty in the operation of the Children’s Act. 
That is. that it is on the border line between bmr different departments 
of Government. It is the concern of the Judicial Department ns 
legards the actual trial of cases, of the Education Department ns regards 
the industrial school, of the Jail Department as regards the Reformatory 
School and of the Police Department as regards the actual apprehension 
and custody of the offenders. Each Department has rather a tendency 
to say ** this particular item concerns some other department.” It is, 
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therofore, very difficult to get anything done when all the departments 
are very busy. 1 should like to arrange for a meeting of the various 
departments and to see what scheme can be devised. I do agree with 
the mover of the motion that some action is necessary to impiove 
piatters. 

As regards the jtenonnel of the court the proposal to associate a 
stipendiary Magistrate with Honorary Magistrates is new to India. I 
do not know whether anything of the sort exists in England but I 
should have thought that as far as India is concerned it was not neces- 
sary to introduce such machinery to assist in the tiial of jin^enile 
offenders. Another point is that, as the in(»ver is aware, this question is 
intimately connected with the question of probation. That again is 
a very difficult matter. 

As regards Mr. Suhrawardy’s remarks about the Reformatory School 
I do not think he really means that there should be no reformatory 
scb^ol. What be really means is that the Refoimatory School should be 
improved. I shall be prepared to ask all the departments concerned 
lo meet and consider what can be done to work the C^bildren’s Act, I 
doubt if it will be possible to make immediate i)rogress but I hope that 
as soon as possible a co-ordinated scheme will be worked out which 
can be put into oj^erntion as circumstances permit. 

Mr. F. E. dAMES: In view^ of the assurance of the Hon 'hie Member 
that steps will be taken to re-organise the Juvenile Court by the apix)int- 
ment of an officer who has bad practical exiH^rience in this connection 
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. F. E. James was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,23,000 under the bead “ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Allowance to Jurors and Assessors* be reduced by Re. 1. 

My object in moving this motion is not to cut down the grant but 
rather to draw the attention of Government to the inadequacy of the 
provision for jurors and assessors. The jurors and assessors living 
v ithin the city area are not paid any travelling exi)en8es. The jurors 
and assessors coming fnmi the niufassal find a lot of difficulty in 
receiving j)ayment of their legitimate" expenses; sometimes they are 
made to wait for days. This small matter will, I am quite sure, 
receive the attention of Government. 


5-15 r.M. 

Mr, BAR AT C. BABU: With resirect to the jury system in the 
itiufassal I can say frorir my own experience. There are, I know, a 
good number of |»eople who want to becH)me jurors and they make every 
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endeavour to get tbeir uames enlisted as jurors, because the attendance 
at a jury gets for them a certain allowance. There are also attempts 
made in the mufassal to bring in the communal question with reference 
to the enlistment of jurors. This very evening I have heard a communal 
question brought up with reference to the judicial service. We all 
know and we can speak unanimously upon one matter, vh., that if 
the British Government in India has done 'anything good, it has done 
so by bringing justice to the people unalloyetl by any consi(lerath»n. 
So far as the administration of justice is concerned, the look out of 
Ihe Government ought to be that justice is imparted undiluted and in an 
unalloyed manner. That has been the object of Government for a long 
time past for over a century, but latterly commxinal question has entered 
into the matter with disastrous consequences. Coming from Bengal 
as I do, within the last few years there has been a regular hue and 
cry about the mal-administration of justice in the districts. Comjdaints 
are comihg not only from the Hindus, hut also from tlie Muhammadans 
and other religionists, hut all these complaints arc brushed aside on 
the score’ of communal jealousy. This is a very handy exc\ise to he 
hrouglit up by anyone and the Government has been so weak as to 
siijipress those complaints whenever they are made out of fear that 
they might excite communal jealousy. Government did not see that 
complaints did come not from one religious sect, hut from all. 

With respect to tlie matter of jurors and assessors a similar idea 
lias sprung up amongst the Government offi<ials that jurors and asses- 
sors should he selected not from the ]»eople who are best qualified for 
the puriK)ae, hut upon communal basis. This is a thing which ought 
to be suppressed by all means. 1 know myself from personal e\j)eri- 
fnee that in my district a juror had been c-alled who was suffering from 
a serious disease. The man wa.s eompelled in sit in the jury for several 
days with the result that the man siiccuinhed and died while serving 
ill the jury. A complaint was made about this matter, hut nothing 
was done. The Government are always afraid, probably, that if they 
make any inquiry into the matter one eommunily will object to it. 
Rut this is a public complaint and it is my grievance that Government 
or anybody else whether Hindu or Muhammadan should he permitted 
to bring in communal questions w ith legard to matters judicial. .lusfii e- 
has got to he done. Communal question ha.s nothing to do with it. It 
has to be seen that the pKjple get pure justice unadulterated in any 
way. I say it is the Government that pennits communal questions 
coming in. It is a well known fact that in the mufassal enlistment 
of jurors is done on communal basis. 

The question of the payment of allowance to jurors should also be 
inquired into. I know the jurors are put to great difficulty on account 
of this. Bometimes if the Judge thinks that there should be a verdict 
of guilty and the jurors think otherwise their allowances are cut down, 
things should not be permitted. There ought to be a fixed scale. 
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not a sliding one, but not dependent upon the discretion of the Judge 
that the jury should ^p^et so much and not more, or that a particular 
juror, who has given an undesirable verdict, should get less than the 
juror, who has given verdict in accordance with the opinion of the 
J udge. 

Another matter is, in connection with the selection of jury, proper 
inquiries are not made. The Sessions Judge and the District Magis- 
trate sit toj?ether on one day and finish up a list of about 500 persons. 
Probably we are not aware and probably the Government are not aware 
that the District Magistrates of the present day do not know the people 
of their districts like the District Magistrates of the past. Now, as I 
have stated on many occasions, the District Magistrates have become 
khan kamrn officers; they do not know the people, they do not know all 
the parts of the district and they do not know the qualifications of the 
people whom they are called upon to administer The busings of the 
District Magistrate iis to sit tight in his Ihas lomra and receive salams 
from the people who want to get titles of KIimo Bahadur, C. T*F., Raja 
and Nawah. These title-holders are coming info the country like ,111 ush- 
n^orns and every half year we have titles and titles. Mr. President, You 
are yourself a Raja, but do you know we can (*ounf Rajas in the street. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I warn you not to make such remarks, which are 
not only irrelevani but also unparliamenfnrv. You should confine your- 
^celf to the melt ion which is now before the House. 


Mr. 8ARAT C. BASU: What I was saying was that Uke these 
title-holders the people make tndhirx to get them enlisted us jurors, so 
that they may get allowanee. That was m\ objec t in speaking to you. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Mr. 8ARAT C. BASU: The District Magistrate and the Sessions 
Judge select the jurors. They do not know them. The Sessions 
Judge, of course, is not expected to know the people and 
the District Magistrate is eciuolly ignorant. It is for that reason that 
I propose that the list of Juroi-s should he selected not by the 
Sessions Judge and the District Magistrate, but with the help of my 
profession, the members of the Bar. If that is done then proper 
jurors may be selected, and as for the allowance there should be a fixed 
allowance not dependent upon the verdict he gives. If anyone is found 
undesirable liis name jchould be strock off the list. It is the qualifica- 
tion and not the religion that should guide the olheera in making the 
selection. 



1928.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


SIS 


Khan BriMdur Muilvi AZIZUL HAQUt: I had no intention in 
spite of my being a Khan Bahadur to interleie in this debate, but I 
am afraid the indictment which my friend (Mr. S. C. Basu) has made 
against his own countrymen, my countrymen, has prompted me to take 
my stand. Sir, I belong to a mufassal district and have some contact 
with the mufassal. life so far as the administration of justice is con- 
cerned, but this has come as a revelation to me that at present allowances 
are cut, because jurors do not give verdict in accordance with the 
particular opinion of the Judge. I think, if there is any particular 
case, it should have been the duty of the hon’ble memlier to refer it 
to Government before bringing any sucdi indictment, on the floor of 
this House, against persons who are not present here to defend their 
conduct. Sir, 1 think, there is another remark to wiiicli 1 should 
take strong exception. He said that the jurors are now selected on 
<'ommunal considerations. So many things are said al>out these com- 
munal considerations that if we weie to pay heed to all of them they 
would make our lives miserable. 1 hope, my friend will pardon me 
vhen I say that communal considerations do m»t (‘ome in at all in the 
matter of selecting jurors. The jurors are not selected in the manner 
sugge-*ted by my friend. In spite of the fact that m> learned triend 
occupies a liigh position in the profession he does not know how jurors 
are selected. When he says that the District Magistrate and the Ses- 
>ions fludge sit togetlier to select jurors he is wholly W'rong; they simply 
liear objections from persons who object to become jurors. 1 <‘an only 
^ay that it is extremely regiettable that in the piesent ]H»litical situation 
of nui country <*ommunul consideration is ascribed to everything that 
we do. If we do some service to our community we are called com- 
munal; if we talk about Kulkati we are called communal; if some 

persons want to be jurors they are considered to be doing so from com- 

munal considerations. People do not realise the real cause, but T sny 
it i" not because of the communal consideration, but because of the 
natural aspirations due to the spread of education amongst the Muham- 
madans that they are taking intelligent interest in matters of adminis- 
1 1 at ion. 

the Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the mover of this motion 
seemed to complain that the jurors and assessors were not getting 
enough, whereas I gathered from Mr. Basu that they were getting too 
much, because apparently there was a good deal of competition to 
Itecome jurors and assessors. I believe that the w'hole question is regu- 
lated by rules made by the High Court, and we have not got very much 
to do with it. I will, however, look into the question and see what 
can be done, but if it is a matter for the High Court, I cannot promise 
any relief. 

As regards the question of communalisra, I have never heard that it 
came into play in regrard to the selection of jurors. To the best of ray 
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knowledge, jurow are selected hy Circle Officers and SnbdiT^ional 
Officers. The list prepared by them is published, and if anybody objects 
to serve as a juror, that objection is heard by Ihe District Magistrate 
and the Sessions Judge sitting together. The District Magistrate and 
the Sessions Judge do not themselves compile the list. 

The motion of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was then put and lost. 

Mrs PRESIDENT* It has been reported to me that the date which 
has been fixed for the election of members to the Standing Committees 
and the Public Accounts pommittee is the date on which the “ no- 
confidence motion will be taken up. T understand that a large number 
of members want this date to be changed, and if there is no objection, 
22nd instant may he fixed instead. I fake it there is no objection to 
my doing so. 


Adjournment 

Tiie Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
17th March, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooeadliiii the Bengal Legislative Council aaeembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India AcL 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
(’alcutta, on Saturday, the 17th March, 1928. at 10410 a.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kaja Manmatha Nath Kay Chaudhuri, 
Sautosh) in the Chair, the four Hoii’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 104 nominated and elected 
members . 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

24 .— Administration of Justice. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “That the demand of 
Its. 4,14,4tM) under the head * 24F.— Civil ami Sesxion'< Courts— Hemu- 
neiation to copyists ’ he redm ed hv Re. 1. 

Mauivi TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ka. 14,29,000 under the head “ 24F.— (’ivil and Sessions Courts Process- 
serving Establishment ’ be reduced by Ke. 1. • 

Sir, in moving this motion I ^wmld like to draw the attention ot 
the Government to the tact that the proceBS-servers are a very useful 
class of public servants « ho are not treated with justic e so far as tlieli 
pay and prospe< ts are roiK’enied. and this injustice tloiie to them bus 
had a very serious effect upon the whole adminsitration. It is common 
knowledge now-a-days.tliut these pnaess-servers can he used by unscru- 
pulous people for their own ends to the detriment ot the interests of 
• he poor raiyats and other tenure-holders ot the country inasmuch as 
with the help of these puKess-servers unscrupulous decree-holders can 
suppress the process and net the holdings sold. Once these holdings 
a>e sold, if they can somehow suppress the information from the 
aggrieved parties for one month, there is practically no remedy for 
theee poor people tiecause when one month is passed after the sale, an 
application for setting aside the sale is barred by limitation. 
from my experience as a pleader 1 can safely assert. Sir, that it is 
extremely difficult for litigants to establish fraud as courts of justice 
are very very chary in finding fraud. Whenever applications are made 
for setting aside sale beyond the limit of 30 days, almost all of them 
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are rejected with the result that the holdings and tenures are irrevocably 
lost to their owners. My point here is this that bec%use the pitKress-. 
servers are not adequately treated so far as their pay and prospects 
are concerned, these i)oor people are used by unscrupulous litigants 
for their own ends and thus a good deal of harm is done to the poor 
raiyats of this country. The whole service should be reorganised, and 
the pay and prospects of the process-servers should be such as may 
attract a better class of people so that this sort of things may be put 
a stop to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Raja M'anmatha Nath Ray^ 
Chaudhilri of Santoah): I should like to take this motion and the 
motion standing in the name of Maulvi Shamsur-Rahman on the same 
subject together and to have one discussion on both of them. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With your permission, Sir, and in 
the absence of the mover, I fonnally beg to move the following motion 
that stands in the name of Maulvi Shauhsur-Kahman : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 71,5 l>, 0()0 under the head ‘ 24F.— Civil 
an<l Sessions (Courts ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground of in- 
sufficient pay given to the iirocess-servers).” 

r do not want to make a further sj)eech. 

MEMBER III charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): The mover of this motion wants us to undertake 
a very large and indefinite commitment by raising the pay of the 
process-serving (‘stablishment. The question is a very large one. tiie 
establishment is very* large, and it is eomjdicated by tlie fact that the 
juocesM-servers are employed not only in the civil and sessions courts 
but also in the revenue and magisterial courts. 

The mover has said tlnit an nnsrrupulous person cai» take advantage 
of the jirocess-servers to attain his own ends by unfair means. Very 
large amounts are at issue in these < ivil suits, and to give the process- 
servers pay which would place them absolutely beyond the reach of 
till temptation would| Sir, 1 think, be impossible. We are always 
getting demands for increased pay from different ( lasses of Government 
servants. We have to (consider various points; we have to consider 
how far the pay they get is inadequate; we have to consider how far 
they find it possible to make both ends meet on the pay offered; and 
we have also to consider the state of the labour market, that is whether 
for the class of labour we require, the pay is sufficient to attract suitable 
candidates. In the case of imx'ess-servers, the number of applicants 
for posts enormously exceeds the number of vacancies. It is possible 
that we might manage with a smaller number of process-servers than 
we have, that is a point that we are considering but I do not think 
fhat we shall ever have any difficulty in filling these posts. 
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Having regard to the paucity of funds and the claijns of some other 
branches ol the administration — cdaims which cannot, I think, be 
ignored — I must at the present moment oppose the motions. 

The following motions were then put and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 14,29,000 under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil 
and Sessions Courts Process Serving Establishment ’ he reduced by 
Re. 1.^^ 

‘‘ That the demand of Rs. 71,52,000 under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil 
and Sessions Courts ’ he reduced hy Rs. 100.” 


Maulvi 8H AMSUR-RAHMAN : 1 heg to move tliat the demand of 
Rs. 71,52,000 under the head “ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts ” he 
reduced hy Rs. 100. 

In moving this motion tor ie<luction my idea is to bring to the 
notice of the authorities the injustice that \s being done t-o a largo 
section of Government officers who arc one of th<‘ most vital sections,, 
or I may he permitted to .say, the toundation on which the whole 
machinery of the (ioveinmetit is huill. The good and snceessful 
administration of a department lies mainly in the faithful dischaige 
cf the duties of these much maligned set of people — the ministerial 
officers of Ifengal. 

The grievances of thes(‘ officers have often been brought pointe<lly to- 
the notice of the authorities of (lovernim'iit, hut thick-skinned as they 
Hie, it has failed to produce even the sliglitest titilation in their sensi- 
bilities. At times when the agitation (d these jroor people grew in 
volumes. Government for the time being appointed (‘oinmittees ns a 
lullaby to iiujuirc into it. Hut when the reports were submitted the 
action taken did not improve matters much. 

The first and foremost grievance of these ministerial officers is the 
i];jidequacy of their pay and prosjiects. To eiKjuire into it a committee 
M’as formed hy the Government in 18S5, piesided over by Mr. Heames. 
It was then considered by them that the sum of Rs. "10 a month was 
as much as a man of the Amlaclass c«»uld live on with comfort. 

Since then nothing further was d<»ne till 1921 when anotlier ('om- 
mittee was formec^with Mr. MacAlpin as President. 

The report of this Committee was not unanimous.^ The Government 
members held that a minimum of Rs. 40 wslh essential but the non- 
official member held that the minimum pay should be fixed at Rs. 50. 

This gentleman certainly had in view that if Rs. 30 was considered 
necessary in 1885 when living w^as so cheap, that in 1921 when the 
prices of the necessaries of life had gone up so high, it was imimssible 
for a man to make his two ends meet with less than Rs. 50. 
The official members — I have been given to understand — drew 
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tbeir inferenfes from jail figures. I do not know what earthly 
reasons these gentlemen had in taking *jwl figures. Did they 
think that these ministerial officers were no better than jail inmates 
and their neressities of life limited like those of convicts. They forgot 
altogether that Indians without exception in whatever sphere of life 
tliey are placed have to live a family life. They also forgot^^iiat .they 
belong to a res])ectable class of }>eople from whicli gazetted officers are 
often drawn. It seems to me that Rh. 50 is almost a living wage to 
those set of people. 

Their next grievance is the rate of increment they are allowed to 
<lraw. The rate of increment after coiifirniation is Rs. 2 a year, but 
after 14 years of efficient service their rate of increment is reduced and 
^are allowed to diaw only Rs. ‘1 every two years. I am told that in no 
other departments of the Government of Rengal this system of a reduc- 
tion in increment prevails. In December, 1020, in reply to a deputation 
of the ministerial officers the Hon’ble the then Revenue Member had 
to admit the justice of their <*uHe and referred the matter to the Hoh’ble 
^ ifn* Finance Member but it s(‘ems to have laid no effect. 

The postal authorities have of late bettered the ])ay and prospects 
of the clerks working in the Postal ])e]mrtinen1s. The lower grade 
poatul clerks are at present getting Rs. 40-5- HH. This scale of i)ay 
should be introduced as the pay of all lower division nnnisterial officers 
and a consequent increase in the higher division. 

Ry denyifig them their living wages you are creating an air of 
fdiN’ontent among these people. There is a point beyond which a thing 
cannot be bent — however pliable it might be, it must snap. 

Tlie H0ffl*bl6 Mr. A. N. 'MOBERLY: This, Sir, is another demand 
for a very large increase of expenditure. 1 do not think that, we can 
consider the civil court clerks as a class of clerks quite distinct from 
other (‘lerks serving under the Government of Bengal. The mover 
has referred to the ]) 08 tnl clerks who are not under the (“fnitrol of the 
Government of Bengal but under the (Toverninent of India, and if the 
Government of India choose to give tlieir employees a sc'ale of pay 
which we consider excessive it is no concern of onrs. The question 
was, as the mover has obsc^rved, gone into last year, and when it 
came to be examined, it was found that the civil court clerks had got 
a much larger j)ercentage of inc-rease in their pay as a result of the 
McAlpin Committee Report, than the clerks on the executive side. 1 
do not think. Sir, that I c*an hold out any hope at present of farther 
improving their pay, and I, therefore, oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Shamsnr-Rahman was then put and lost. 

Mauivl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* I Wg to move thfit the demand 
of Rs. 71,62,000 under the head 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts ** 
lie reduced by Rs. 100. 
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In m. - „ thifl motion I am afraid I have to bring forward one 
more poin^ from the ^M^hainiuadan point of view. 1 confess, Sir, it 
is no pleasure to me to refer to the Moslem cla^s s© very often and 
to be cShrged with communalism by such of m,^ friends us are of the 
way of thinking as Mr. Bose. I am sorry be is not liere to-day. 
Mr. Bofijjp^fforgets that for about a century’ or so one-sided communulism 
v'as reigning in this land. Now that one community which hivs l)een 
dormant so long has uwaktmed to the sense of that communalism, 
Mr. Bose and men like him are coming forward with cries for puttitjg 
down the comnuinalists. It is a haj)p> sign, however, that all the 
other members belonging to his community are not ot his way of think- 
ing, and they, I think, will not grudge the Muhammadan community, 
being given its dues whenever that is practicable. The iMiint which I 
want to raise by way of this motion is this : in the c ivil and session^ 
(ourts Muhammadans are not allowed adecjuate facilities ior performing 
one of the most obligatory injunctions of their religion and in the 
civil courts there is no rule whereby Muhammadans (‘an as of right 
get an ojiportunity to say their daily prayer as well as tlieir prayer op 
Fridays. T may ?efer to one very l•(*grettal)le incident which took 
place in a Court (»f Faridpur only the other day. 1 admit, however, 
Sir, that most of the courts are very amenable to reason and whenever 
any request is made they allow the Muhammadan pleaders, if nnt""tfw 
litigants, to say their piayers, hut lecently tlic're was a case in which 
ono of my Muhammadan friends was engaged in a case when the tim« 
for Jumma prayer came up. He made a request to the Court to allow 
him to go to the prayer hut unfortunately he was not allowed. It » 
a rare instance no douht, hut instances occur Imcause there is no rule 
whereby Mubaminadaiis (an as of right claim to have some time set 
apart for their prayers. Another gri('van<‘e is this : that the Muhain- 
niudan pleaders oi litigants are put to a serious difficulty in saying their 
daily prayefs and Juinina pniyiws for want of a pnqier jduce and for 
want of a mosipie in the vicinity of the courts. In most of the* districts 
there is no private land in the vicinity of the c-ourt hnus(»s, and it is 
not possible for the Muhammadans to erect a moscjue or prayer house 
without Government granting some land to them for that pur|K)se. I 
again refer to fhe case of Faridpur. We made a prayer for the grant 
of a small plot of land and the District Magistrate strongly recom- 
mended our prayer. But after the lapse of a long time we were told 
that Government had refused to grant the land as a matter of policy. 
I would submit. Sir. that this is a isdicy which is very very detrimental 
to vital interests of one class of people. Latrines and urinals are 
provided for litigants within the court comix>und, but in respect of 
what the Muhammadans consider as one of the most ohligatoiy- things, 
that the saying of their daily prayers — they are strict ohserv’eri 
of the irihets of their religion — they are not treated with justice. I 
draw the attention of the Hon’hle Member to this aspect of the questio 
and I }iope ^Government will he pleased to revise their policy and set, 

15 
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that' Justice is done to the Muhammadans. With th«ie wordi^I move 
my motion. 

Mr. PfTESIDENT: I propose have one discussion ’this 
motion and those standing in the names of Mauivi Syed Ab4jir Rauf, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Mr. Sj'ed Md. Aticpiallah, .Babul^^mdra 
Chandra Chakravaili and Babu Aniarendra Nath Ghose. 

The following motions were <*alled but not moved : — 

Mauivi SYED ABDUR RAUF: '‘That the demand of Rs« 71,52,000 
under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts ’ be reduced by 
»«>. 1 .” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “ That the demand of 

Us. 71,52,000 under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Coitrts ’ be 
Reduced by Re. 1.’’ 

Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: “That the demand of Rs. 71,52,000 
under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Us. 71, 52, (KM) under the head “ 24F. — Civil and 
Sessions Courts ” be reduced by Ue. 1. 

My object, Sir, in moving this motion is to thaw the attention of th0 
Government to some [Udininent defects in the administration gf this 
depuifment whicli <*ould be remedied but which, it seems, Government 
does not fully appreciate. 1 will now refer to some of the many defects 
in the administration whii-h were pointed out by the Civil Justice 
0)mmittee in the year 1924-25 and which in spite of the many sugges- 
tions they made do not seem yet to have been remedied. One of those 
defects pointed out hy them was the proverbial law’s delay. Tn this 
year's budget estimate \ve find that there has been provision for inSreas- 
rng the number of judieini othcers under the head “ District and Sessions 
Judges,^’ but T am not sure that the increase that has been nmde will 
ade<iuately meet tlie demand that is really made upon thtfe staff of 
officers who are actually employed in the administration of justice. I 
may remind the Hon’ble Member in charge of this department that 
one off the remedies suggested by the Civil Justice Committee wa# that 
the ataff should be increased to cope with the work they have to do, 
and the delay in the administration of justice was mainly rlilt 4o want 
>f sufficient staff. Now, Sir, so far as th^ revenue fron| this 
ment is concerned we find that the income fit>m the sale oF8purt-fee» 
ilone is estimated in next year’s budget at Rs. 2J25,50,l900 : besides 
there is an additional ine^me expected from 'other souites WhicJLtomea 
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up to R8^16,21,OQ0 but the tbtbl ex^ncliture under the bead ** Admini»* ' 
t ration^ Justice wl«dilt^ the voted and non- voted items comes up 
to Rs. "Tfirspliirc^f this, there is a very ^rooS surj^lns left 

Ihi tstiiiiatedTVxpeiicfittire uiuler the bead “ Adiniiystration of 
Justice.*^ Th^re is another poiitf to which T desire to dj*aw the atten- 
tion ^y f ^is Hpuse and the Ooverniiient, and that is the system that 
prevails in some places in Bengal alanit nppoiutinjr one Judge for more 
than one district. I particularly refer to the case^ of districts in North 
Ben^l^he part of the country from which I come. The hon*hle 
membeiN may he aware that in the district of Dinajpur to which I 
belong, we have got a District Sessions Judge who is a Judge of three 
districts — -Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. There is one Judge 
fo^ tA^" two districts of Rajshahi and Malda, and there is again on# 
Judge for the two districts of Bogi-a and Pnhna. AVell, Sir, so far the 
district# of Dinajpur. Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling are concerned, Ltbink 

I am inn position to say wliat I have got to say fr(un actual exp<»rience. 
The Mslein that i'' prevailing there is absolutely unworkable and 
requires an immediate change. We have been trying to bring this 
matter to the attention (»f the (Government in the Department of 
Administration cf Justice and also to the attention of the Honourable 
the High (V)uit f<M some time past but I regret to say that no stops 
have yet been taken to i(‘mc<|y the detc( ts uhic li have been pointed out 
by us. 

II KA\. 

In the yeai Ift'JT theie was an inspection of the <‘ourtK at Dinajpur 
by the llorrble Mr. Justice B. B. (Ghosh. He sent in an inspection 
nott% and I am suie that note also in the hamls of (Goveiiiment, With 
youi le«ve, Sir. I woubl draw the attention of IIjc members of this 
House to some of the remaiks made by Mr. Justice (Ghosh in his note. 
It is very illuminating, and I think I will be able to cmivince the 
members of the justice of the case I am putting foiward. Speaking of 
the Dijitcit't Juilge, Mr. Justice (Jhosh said: 

Judge is a ipiick and, at the same time, a hardworking oHicer. 
He sits in ('ourt N(»metinies till 8 and .sometimes later still, diH]:>OK- 
ing of sessions cases. On other days he dictates judgments or heads of 
charges io his stenographer at home in the evenings. The fact that he 
is Sessions Judge of •{ districts compels him to finish his sessions casea 
witKln tlie^.schtMluled time of each case. The result is that he has to 
sit Court till late hours. T doubt very much whether that is at all 
good. *^Xb« Hovernmeut Pleader told me that in some seHsioiis cases 
he feli 4lia£ he had not been able to impress the jury by his address 
^tkin the t||ue^llowed. The Judge however told me that if be does not 
fiiush iT^eSe ^biu the time allotted, other cases would have to be 
postponed asd^e has to leave that district on a fixed date, and the under- 
triaP^sdilirs jApnld have to remain in jail ior a further term. With 
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r^ftiU V rriminaf &pj,eal* also the Judfee $xe.s a period of hearing of 
OWh yhis ma.v\,not he always jjisa^vast^geous to fiMierienced 

.pte>de«. Imt the juniors leel that they had! VopsprttTnity ^ropedv 
awumg then rases. ■ The pleade.> l.oweve^ Jo ^ romplain agiin.st 
the Judge Vho is poiiuiar with the Bar and whom they see to^e work- 
ing^ hard. They however complain against the sysfeni of h*vii* one 
Judffe for three districts which leads to this result. 

The Judge told me that if he did not finish his cases br4he method 
he adopts arrears would accumulate, and he would he blamed. sHe 
reg^ that he has no ojipoitunity of doing civil work and that he has 
no^time to read a law hook. This is regrettable on many grounds. 

That is so tar as the District Judge is concerned. I may to 
wkat Mr. Justice (Diosh has mentioned here that it is not only in the 
matter of crimina! appeals, hut also in civil appeals, the Judge Wepares 
a time table and lie hears appeals according to that time table and those 
who have exjieiienee in these matters can well understand how 
imppHsihle It IS for the jdeadeis to place the case before the Judge 
within the time fixed hv him. 


Then as regards the Suhonhnate Judge, there is one Subordinate 
^udge for iwo districts, Diiiajpur and Jalpaiguri. As legards the 
Subordinate Judge, Mi. Justice (?hosli lemai ked that “the Subordinate 
Judge has to go to Jalpaiguri four times a year and v\ojk there for 
about Id or 14 weeks altogether. For that reason he could not hear 
many original suits. The present Subordinate Judge is here for a shoi-t 
time and 1 disf usseil with him as ti* how lie sliouh] disjiose of old suits; 
if an Additional Subordinate Judge is ])osted here and sent to Jalpai' 
gun for l‘J weeks in one \eai, j.c., three weeks each (piarter, the work 
of the Subordinate Judge in both the places may he brought under 
control. But the members of the Bur strongly desire that a whole-time 
District Judge as also a whole-time Sulx.rdinate Judge should he posted 
at Dinn,jpur.’ On this point the members of the Bar sent a representa- 
tion to Ooveinment as well as to the High Court in 19^7. The reply 
fi*orn the High Couit was that the matter lested with Government 
aad the reply from Government was that the matter rested with the 
lligh (x)urt. This is the position. I will give you some remarks with 
regard to the work of the Muiisif. The Senior Munsif Bahu Nagendra 
Kumar Mukerji, who seemed to he a g<M)d officer, is vested with powei’s 
entertain suits valued up to Us. 2,000. He has to do vei 7 work 

m4 at times when both the District Judge and the Subordinate jTudge 
are .Away irom the station, he has to do all the office work fo| both the 
officerg Ju addition to his (»wn duties. On those occasions he has often 


to till late in the evening, i,e., 8 or 8-80 r.M. which sterns to. me to 
be wrong. If a Subordinate Judge is permanently^ forjffiis 
district alone, it will nol. be necesvsarx’ to invest any Mun^fwitb sp^al 
powers, as the ordinary work of two Munsifs at this p||y^e iswtt%iBftt to 



192g.l i)£HAKl>^ ft>R OltAlffS. isl ‘ 

V fl , 

keep both of them occupied*. Nor does if no'i^ effect a fiijxismity 

invesj^pg Munsifs Irith ^cial powers^ as th%dilEhrencel>et|refti Che 
salaries of a semOr hCiirUtitf and a Siilwdiftate^Jiidpe is nejrlijrihl^ " 

"fhese are the remarks which were made so lout;? ago £a< the.2h.d 
Fehruai^, 1927. More than a year ha> elapsed since then ami, asl,k|kid, r 
we mllde Si tempts to IkTinv thi^ matter to the notice of (iovernmei^t, but 
it does not iieeem tliat (joveinmejit fully appre<*iate the dilliculty. Ton 
ran very ^*^11 understand how diftirult it is for the litijrant public with » 
their witnesses to be present at the (‘ourts till 8-‘t0 or 9 P.M. in QUUiy 
cases and on man\ occasions, 1 Nubinit that this is a state of things 
which must be remedied within as -short a time as juissible, and mj^ finub- 
niissfon ,tt ith K^^rard to thi^ woubl be that the time has certainly come 
when the people do exjiect that they 'should jret jyi adecpnite leturn (or 
the money paiil for pundiu'sin^ ju'stice. 

There i> no iea>(Ui \\li\ theie •should be tliis unusual delay find 
tiouble ^*^neii to them fm obtaining ju'-tice from ei\il «(nnt's. and liaviVlg 
rej4:ai'd to thi*. fm t I vuluint that we ha\e made out a vei \ stiong eiliie 
a- to w]i\ eaeh di'stiict "iMmld be '-elf-ioiitamed with one diulge and one 
Subordinate dud^'e. U" fai a> po^^ible. 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: Sii , 1 •sujiport t 1 m* motion 

moved by Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakiavarti. It is evident from the 
figures given in the budget estimates that tlie sale of judicial stamps is 
one <d the piincipal itein^ of levenue of the provinee. There is a 
eonsiderable margin of jiKifit even after meeting all the expenditure of 
the Depaitmeiit id Administiation of Justiee. So it is high time that 
(b)\einmeiit -should discontinue the most vicious prmtice of grou])ing 
rertain districts together undei the jurisdiction of one District and 
Sessions Judge and removing from time fo time the eongestion of work, 
which is the natural outcome (d such arrangement by ajipoinfing 
temporal^ additional officers to clear off the file Sii, this juaclici* of 
gioiiping liistrict- foi judicial woik^ mi^ht ha\e iN justification to 
some remote past Imt tlieie i- iiothiiik^ «d it to-day. People want not 
only justico ])iit speedy jii-tice a" w<*ll, and it i' the diit\ of the (Jo\eni- 
ment to facilitate the means (d having that justiee. l’\»r this pin pose 
eaeh distriet should be made self-<(intained and as fai as possible a 
separate judicial distiirt Sii f shall cife the instance of Malda 
distiici which is al*-f> a Nii tim <d such a s\>tem. Malda is not a scpaiata 
judicifil district but is within the district of “ Uajshahi and Mabl^'^ 
The Di‘*tj4ct .fudge of Kajsliahi goes there at inter\als f»f three or fmir 
months to try sessions cases there and hear appeals at KajsfiglH. Thf 
nat\iral result f»f such arrangement has l>een that numhe? of spsttioii^ v 
caaea remaii|j||: pendipjC almost always for a yeai and .sometimes foi 18 
monlbs or jiiore before thev can be taken up. An additional Sessions 
JadJ^e bas recentljr been temfKirarily posted at Malda to clear off the ^ 
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atTAars/ But^jthis state of thing natural outcome of paucity of 

judicial officers and the system of grouping districts and inges- 

tion of judicial woik is continuing no time-serving arrangement can he 
the projier remedy. 

In the matter ot civil justice the state of things at Malda if^ far less 
satisfactoiy. There are two Munsif couits at Malda Sadar. Fo/meily 
the first court used to try suits up to the value of Ks. while the 

Subordinate Judge sitting at Hajshahi used to try suits above that value. 
The inconvenience of such anangement to the litigant public ought to 
have tiioved tl»e authorities long ago to make Malda a sejiarate judicial 
district or at least to j)ost permanently an Additional Sessions Judge or 
a Sulxirdinate Judge with the powers of an Assistant Sessions. Judge, 
but the time-honoured reluctaiu'e of the Government to take adequate 
Bteps in removing all legitimate grievances of the people, required a 
rather strong agitation on the part of the Malda people and as a result 
thereof, some eight years back Malda lias been created a seat of the 
Subordinate Judge of Rajshabi. who comes theie at intervals under the 
orders of tlie High (Vuirt to dispose of cases jiending there. For the 
last two yeais the Subordinate Judge, as a result of repeated extensions, 
is sitting almost continuously at Malda and his present file there is 
heaviei' than can be di'^posed of b\ a single officer; but be will have to 
go ba(‘k to Uajshabi as soon as his extended time expire^, bis file at 
Malda, heavy as it is, is now becoming still more congested before be 
comes there for the next time. Now, Sir, all these fa(*ts. I think, have 
conclusively jiroved the immediate necessity of posting a Subordinate 
Jwlge with the power> of an Assistant Sessions Jiulge at Malda as a 
pnsliminary steji for making Malda an independent judicial district. 
That is the only s(dution so far as Malda is concerned. T hope the 
Hon’ble Member in charge will meet facts s(|uaiely and take up the 
suggestions on this subject from this side of the TToiise. 

11-iri \.M. 

Babu AMARENORA NATH CHOSE addicN.od t^'e rouncil in 

Iboigali. the Tneli-h tiaiiNbitjon of uhi<'h i" as follows;-^ 

“ r beg support the motion of Hahn Jogimba ('haiolra Ghakra- 
varti. My grievance is a little different fiom that of Jogindra Babu. 
AVhat I want to press befoie this House is this: — 

In every sulxlivision all the criminal cases triable by the Court of 
Sessions are enquired into by a Magistrate of 1st ( lass who commit the 
accused iwrsons to take their trial before the Sessions Judges at the 
head quarters of the districts. The prac tice of tiying the sessicms cases 
at Sadar is nnich im'onvcnient, costly and tedious. As far as my dis- 
trict (Mymensingh) is concerned I may explain the situatjon. Tangail 
is a subdivision of Mymensingh distriet. It is GO miles off Jay road and 
more than 100 miles by rail and steamer and road#- From Taffgail 
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Calcutta iiilar nearer than Mymensinght" The time, m8ney 

which are required for a man to* go from Tan^il to^ymeuBingh ia 
•ufficient for a man t6 go from Tangail to Beiiarea. About conveyance 
it may be said that gbary, motor-car, boat, steamer and trains are 
necessary to complete the journey of a man from his subdivision to the 
headquarters Mymensingh. Time is very slunt — that is to suy, 2d hours 
with four changes, one at midnight with a halting from 1 a.m. to 5-30 
A.M. without a rest house. Now my suggestion is that the Government 
may arrange one Sessions Judge to l»e deputed for some days of each 
month to each of the four subdivisions of tlie district to try the sessions 
cases locally. The Government and the parties will not be loser in 
any way by .su<‘h arrangement — rather say it will be economical. It 
is not uncommon that the poor people feel miicli difiiculty to defend 
their cases at Sadar. If the cases are tried locally the parties may 
get more facility to defend their cases. It is also a matter of considera- 
tion that the subdi visional lawyers are available at lesser cost than 
that of the district pleaders. It may be an argument that a district 
can supply more efficient lawyers than a subdivision can — 1 do not 
deny it, of course, in some case'* — but that cannot 1h* a ground. H this 
be the reason of tjying those cases at Sadar then it can safely W urged 
that the sessi()ii> eases should be sent to the Honourable the High rourt 
where best lawyers are available.” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: AVhile listening to the speeches 
td my friends it struc'k me that we have got a grievance whic h I should 
like to ventilate here sc» that the Hcui’ble Membeu* may kindly take it 
up with the Public Works Department and do the pleaders at Alij>ore 
a justice. At present the Alipoie Bar librarx is perhaps the only library 
in Bengal from which Government take a rent of Hs. 70 per month. 
For the Bai library which is set apart for the* barristers besides the 
pleaders' library no rent is chargc*d and even the charge for electric 
ctirrent is paid by Government. The Calcutta Ihdice ('oiirt library 
has not to pay any rent and round about Calcutta — the libraries at the 
Sealdah Police (\>urt, the* Munsift’** Couit, the* Magistrate’s (’ouit at 
Howrah and ecther courts no rent is chargc'd by Government. How is 
it then that only the pleaders at Alipore have to ])ay Us. 70 a month'" 
We have xvritten to the Governnic*nt but we have got no satisfactory 
reply. * In addition to this our difficult v i^ that some of oui Judges are 
more political than judicial officers. In the last hartal on the Orel 
February the Alipore* Bar under the presidency of a very loyal citizen, 
namely, Rui Rum Taran Bauerjee Bahadur, decided to close the library 
(not that the pleaders would not come but that they would not use it). 
The library was (dosed xvith the result that the extension of the library 
which wa.s sanctioned and for which Mr. Sankey had given verbal 
permission was refused. I do not think that Judges ought to behave in 
thgt fashion and refuse permission like this. For the closing of the 
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library nobody suffered, tbe cli^ts did not suffer, the Jwjges dil not 
suffer, the pleaders dfd not suffer but all the same when the pleaders 
asked for the written permission of the Judge for the extension of the 
library he refused to giant it. If the pleaders had done any wrong the 
exerutive could take action but the Judge being a judicial officer ought 
not to be vin<lictive ; he should have granted the permission for the exten- 
sion of the library. At present for want of accommodation the pleaders 
have to loiter about in and around the courts. These are the things to 
which I draw the attention of Government and I hoi»e the Hon’ble 
Member will kindly grant some lelief to the library tiom which Govern- 
ment make a profit of a large <\\m of Hs. 70. If the rent be for a year 
then 1 think (h)vernment can veiy well gi\e it up as the amount is 
very small. In any case Government, 1 hope, will bp geiieious enough 
to make a inesenl of this sum to the library. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: 1 had no 

intention of sjjeaking on this motion. My friend Mi. if. K. Hose says 
that there is no other Har library cxiepting tin* Ali}>ore liliraiy Ipr 
which rent is chaiged by Goveinment but that is not the <‘ase. At 
Gliittagong we have l»een always paying, rent for the Bni library. At pre- 
sent our i(Mit has been incieased because we have Imcii renioNcd to a 
lugger room; fornieily we used to fiay 11s. 17 a month: now our rent 
has b(‘en increased to about 11s. ‘t7. If in no othei’ distiict Government 
<*harge rent for the Bar llbrar> I think rent ioj the Chittagong Bar 
libiary should be remitted. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: 1 am interested in the 
Bar library at Howrah which is charged a jent (d II s. b"). Tlierefore 
it is not (juite correct to say that Government charge rent only for the 
^liilipore Bar library, when certain <ither libraries are cbarj*ed rent also. 
JBesides the rent ae have othe? grievance^; tbe cheap staircase in the 
Sessions (kuirt at Hoarab lias not been lenioved yet. I reijuested the j 
lloiCble Member in charge to look t<f it but witlouit effect I agtrni 
draw tbe attention of the Hon’ble Membei to it ^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 lise to "UppoH 
* my fiieml, Mr. Tamixuddin Khan, in the prayer that he has m$i3e for ' 
more fm ilities to the .Xfuliammadan public t(» sa\ tlodi players und also ‘ 
for facilities to enable them to liave tbeii mosfiue> mar about court 
buildingi^. There is another impoitant matter to which T desire to . 
.^.^dvavthe attention ()f Government, and it is this: fiovernment should 
be pleased to see to it that the (‘ost of litigation be not what it is to-day. 
’Idle litigant puhlie have to spend generally a large amount of 
in order to get their grievames redressed. ’Phis is so not only m th,a 
civil courts but in the, eiiminal courts as well. Take the criminal 
courts: what happens there is that a (omplaint is made and the accused 
person is summoned. AVhen he comes before the court he has to furnish 
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security aiArthis means a good* Jot of money ha$ to be paid to the 
lawyer who etends bail. Then the case comet up before the court a^ain ^ 
after some time and the litigant is driven to come to the court again 
and thence forward again and again and this costs a lot of money 
to the complainant and the accuse<l. This seems to be (luite unsatis- 
factory and when you desire to do justice you are in fact denying 
justice to those poor people and doing jKisitive injustice to them for the> 
are ruined hy the cost of litigation. 1 would suggest that in all 
cases where the complaint is made which is not of an extremely serious 
nature what should he done is to refer the case straight to a person in 
the mufassal to enquire at once into it ami if possihb* to settle the 
matter amicably. In most cases which are sent to persons for enquiry, 
it is found that they are settled out of court much to the relief of both 
the complainant and the aci used. 

When a man i** summoned In a couit f<»r an ottence, he is asked to 
furnish hail. 1 would suggest for the <M»nsideration of the House that 
in cases where the offence i*' of a heinous iiaturi* such as da<‘oity, muidei 
or rohherv. it is neccssai v that the ac< ust d p<*iMUis should he calleil upon 
to furnisli security hut in cases not t>f that iiatuic. why ask the 
accused persons to furnish hail, which would mean that you punish 
them before their trial foi they have to pay a lot of money to tliose 
persons who stand security for tliem. I think (iovernment should issue 
instructions to the officers of criminal courts to release the accused 
persons on yiersonal cognisance. T think that would fie sufficient, for 
we find that whenever you ask an accused to appear fiefore the court he 
readily does sf» wfqch shows tfiat he has absolutely no inclination to run 
away: and since yim take security to ensure the attendance of Ihe 
accused peis(ni and since his attendance is easily produced, he should 
not fie made to make this payment and thus saved from the necessityj^ 
of iiicurnng avoidafile expenses, and the ac'cused persons should he 
leleaseil on personal cognisance. This would he a great boon to the 
1 itigaiit and the\ would appreciate this kindness on the pail of 
-Hiovernment . 


TU«*n, again, it is generally found that a Magistrate fixes one and 
the same day for several cases and whether a particular case is taken 
up thin day or not the accused and the witnesses have got to he present 
and thus a case which could he finished in a day or two diags on for 
a long^ tnne, costing the litigant puhli<‘ a good deal of money. T 
submit, Sir. that instructions may he issued to the Magistrates to take 
up a particular case and. if possible, finish it on the same day atiflWu 
lake, .up another. Not to do this would mean that (lovernnient 
want that people should lose their money. T think the trying 
Magistrates should f>e warned against the practice of prolonging cases 
fand inspecting officers shouhl sec to it that this is done. I again say 
that Government should not he a yiarty to the pauperization of the 
masAes. 
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Now, Sir, in the civil coui^s as is well known tofall, the cases 
drag” on for a long length of time. My friend, Babu Jogpdra Chandra 
Chakravarti, wants to increase the number of Judges so as to ensure 
speedier dispensation of justice, but. Sir, that would re(|uire money. 
J would rather ref[uest Ooverament to do the Aame thing, that is, to 
deal speedy justice, through other more easy and less costly means. 
For instance, when a case comes up before a court the defendant is 
suTomoned and the case drags on. May I suggest that as soon as a 
<iefendant comes up })efore a court the court should ask both the plain- 
tiff and the defendant to refer their case to some person or persons of 
their own locality who has influence there and who is known for his 
honesty. If thi-^ is done there is every reason to believe that in civil 
-courts at least 80 per cent, of cases will be settled at the start and out 
of c'ourt. Tn civil court cases people are harassed a good deal and are 
eventually ruined, rtrdinarily these people have to sell their cattle and 
all in order to fight out, and it is found that in many cases the losing side 
has no iiioney to file and <arrv on an appeal. In order to ensure that 
<*asps should he settled out of court, I would suggest for the consideration 
of (Government that the Miinsifs, Sub-Judge^ and Judges should be 
instructed (o take steps in this diiection and the officers most su(‘cessful 
in their eft’ojts at amicable settlement should be marked out for special 
aptitude in the service. If this course )»e adopted I am sure. Sir, it 
will yiel<l itiimense ^ood t(» the masses and to the country at large. 

11-80 A.M. 


Both in the criminal and civil cases every party comes determined 
to sui)port its own cause no matter what they have to say and it is 
only wlien these cases are sent tr> the locality from wliicli tiny come, 
that tlie witnesses who eunnot give any untrue statements us the history’ 
of those cases and the facts relating to them are known t() evei-ybody. 
J’his I have personally found in several cases. Whenever we happened 
to he in the locality we told the people that “ they ^ were* 

there to tell the truth and nothing but tlie truth.” Xo 

ontli is administered, but the people are told that it would' 
be to their interest to speak the truth. By this means we kiu»w what 
the real fmts are, but the courts (aunot gel at the real facts: the facts 
that come before them are more often than not distoited and false. It 
should tloTefore, be the endeavour of Government that almost all cases 
are sent to the people of the locality to be diposed of by them. If this 
is done one jmlii ial officer will vuffice for three districts to i^'ppe with 
the work. " w 

With regard to the sending up of criminal ca^e'., I think for ia^ulry 
and report it will la* useful if a list of honest persons is kept in each 
district to whom these cases may be sent for enquiry. I do not nieao 
those persons who supply eggs, chillies, and other things to officials, but 
real honest persons who take interest in the affairs of the puhli^* and who 
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are alwayl ready to sacrifice time eind energy for the good of the people 
and whose a«istence are known to the officials. They are not few in 
number and if my suggestion is accepted, I can assure the House, the 
Secretary," and the Hon’ble Member that civil and criminal <ases will 
be settled quite satisfactorily and with the least cost to the public. It 
this is done people will no more call (toveriunent with the title of 
** iShoshttk Rnj."^ 


Babu JiTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Since Bar lihraries are in 
question I aI>o have a grievance in the matter. My grievance is that 
the Government sln>uld torego such a large amount of possible income 
out of an abundant and misplaced sense of charity. 1 was amazed t(» 
hear tliat (jovernment charged ^uch beggarly sums as Bs. 15 per month, 
Bs. -iT ])ei month or Ks. 7(1 per annum, as in the case of the Alipore Bur, 
irom the rich Bar libraries of Bengal. Here is a field where the 
Ilon’ble Member can realize a good deal of money and spend it for the 
benefit of the people. I would suggest a uniform scale of, say, Bs. olid 
for each Bar library. If any body is able to afford this sum surely the 
Bar librarie.s (‘an afford to do so. In the (‘ase of the High Court tlie 
sum can be multiplied od iuftnituvi. Sir. we are sometimes charged 
with a lack of constructive ideas and suggestions. Here is a mo^t 
fruitful suggestion of which I make a pr(‘sent to the llon’hle Member 
— free, tjratia and witlumt any hrokerag<‘ commission. 


Babu RADHA COBINDA RAY: 1 would re((ue>t the HoiChle 
Member not to enhance the charge on Bar lihraries, as suggested by the 
last speaker, as most of the Bar lihraries are pemr. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 did not expect that there 
would he such a flood of ehujiience over this motion. Such a large num- 
ber of (|uestions have been raised that it is absolutely impossible for me 
in the ten minutes time at my disposal to meet them all and I do not 
know where to begin. Perhaps I should take Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Kkramul Huq first, as his entertainimr speech is still fresh in my 
memory. Hearing his spee( h one would think that the One object of 
the courts was to delay matters as much as possible, and one object 
every one else ('onnected with the administration of justice — plaintiffs, 
(lefendant>, pleaders and others — was to expedite matters and to have 
the cates disposed of in one day. My own experience is that the Magis- 
ti-a^tes and Judges, Munsifs and people of that sort, are only t(K> keen 
!<» fdear their files as quickly as possible. The parties, however, come 
forward with applications for adjournment and in criminal cases, at 
any rate, they have means to get adjournments granted. If an ad- 
journment is not ginnted they express their intention of coining to 
Calcutta to move the High Court. Sometimes they do move the High 
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Court, Hometimes they do not, but in^lhis manner they do get a^|ourn<^ 
ments. If the Khan Bahadur’s recommendations were accepted, I am^ 
afraid there wi^uld be a serious addition to the hhadrahk unemploy^ 
luent which is at present such a 4i£&cult problem in Bengal. There 
is inachinei^ already for the local settlement of cases, not in all die- 
tiicts, but in some at any rale, and the system is extending. There are 
Union benches and Union Courts to try petty criminal and civil cases. 

I think, if these courts command the confidence of the people, there is 
nothing to prevent them from going to the members of these courts and 
getting their disputes settled, without proceeding to the subdivisional 
or district headquarters. Hut 1 regret to sav that in many districts 
tlie establishment of these t^nion benclies atid courts lias met with 
much ofiposition, not in tlie locality, but in the local subdivisional and 
district headtjuarters. I cannot say with absolute ccitainty what this 
()ppositi<jn is dim to, but the nlenlbe?^ of tliis House can (haw theii own 
inferences. 


’I'lieii the Khan Hahadui talked of keejiing a list of lionest persons. 
When I smiled at his suggestion, he seemed to think that I was douhting 
if many honest persons could be found. That was not at all in my 
mind. WTiut I was thinking wuis what would happen if such a list 
were maintained. W’hat would a man think if his name W(*ie not 
included in that list. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ; On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir, I did not mean that such a list should be actually 
maintained, hut what T meant was that Government should know which 
man is honest and which man is n()t. 

Tha Hon*bl6 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Then h<‘ suggested that it would 
cheapen lit ignition if nobod\ weie reijniied to furnish bail. Suppose 
this hail system were abolislied : who would be the suft'erei-y Would 
it *iof again be the peofde who furnish securitv foi some consideration P 
V. M’hen, as regards the (piesticui of th(‘ lev\ of i‘ourt-fees, some of the 
speakers have assumed that the whole of the levenue from eouit-fees is 
earmaiked for exp(‘udituie on the administration (d justice. As Mem- 
ber in charge I wish it were so, but I am afraid it is not the <‘ase. To 
begin with, cmiit-tees me inu realised on plaints alone, they are realised 
on prohates, suecessifni cei tifii'ates, certificates executed by the* revenue 
courts, etc. Furthei. a few years back when this Council increased 
taxation and put up the rates of court-fees, this was not done with the 
object of spending the money on the administration of jiisti(‘e, but with 
the (dijeet of increasing the revenues of Bengal. I do not think it would 
be f^r to take that increase and spend it on the administration of justice, 
I (juite admit that the system, under which one Judge administers 
justice in two oi more districts, is unsatisfjk'fbrj*. The system of one 
Jucige for one district would be very Jji(V iiuleed 4nd I think the post 
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ef Judges in the small districts, such as Malda and Darjeeling 

would be moft enviable. We must, however, cut our coat according to 
our cloth a|i^ at present we have not sudieient funds to have one Judge 
for each district. Coming to the case of Dinajpur, the High Court did 
as a matter of fact ask for the services of an additional Judge for thi'ee 
months and that was sau('tioned. It would be very desirable from many 
points of view to have permanent Judges in each of the five districts 
to which attention has been drawn, hut T do not think that the need for 
this is HO crying that it should take precedence over many of the other 
crying needs of the province. We are constantly accused of not spend- 
ing money on the transferred departments. There are four motions 
here each one of wdiich w’ould involve veiy large expenditure (»n the 
reserved side, which, of course, we shoultl like, very much to be able to 
afford, hut we cann(»t. Arrears do occur in the courts. One cause of 
delay is a ruling whi('h wa> passe<l hy the High Court not very long ago 
to the effect that all the work of a criminal (‘ourt must he stopped while 
the deposition of u witness is reatl out to an ac{*used person. That is 
estimated to have increased the length of (‘riminul trials hy 25 per cent. 
(A VOICE : That rule has been upset hy the Privy ("ouncil.^ But the 
Trivy Council added a ndei that they thought it would be a very good 
thing if what the High Couit said must be done were done. In these 
circumstances we cannot ciiculatc an order to the Magistrates and 
Judges that this should not he done. Anyhow', Sir, that has led to very 
serioua delay in the disposal of criminal oases. We liave approved 
schemes before us for an iiK'reuse in the iiumhei of Magistiates, and tor 
an increase in the number of Suh-Judges and Munsifs. hut as in the 
<‘use ot so many other very iiiiportani and nei essarv schemes, W'e have 
not been able to tind money foi them. Tn the meaiiiime we have got 
to i*arr\ on a^ lu'st U' we can with the officers at our disposal. 


11-45 A.M. 

The propo'.als that additional Judges should go round on circuit fo 
subdivisions is, T think, a new one. But we should probably soon hav<»^ 
objections, if we have not Judges peimaneiitly posted in each sub- 
division ju>t as ae are now having complaints that a Judge is not posted 
t(» each district. 

(At tiiis stage the time-limit having l)een reached the Htm’ble 
Member had to resume his seat.) 

The following motions w'ere then put and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 71, 52,000 under the head ‘24F. — Chvil and 
Sessions Courts ’ he reduced by Rs. ^ 

“ That the demand of Jte. 71,52,000 under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and 
Sessions Courts ' be reJucej Igr jk. 1." ^ 





*238 DEMA3PJS»F0E GRANTS. [17th ^ 

The time-limit under the head “ 24. — Administration of ’ 

having rearhed the following motion was not put: — 

Mr. SYfiH MD. ATIQULLAH : That ^he demand o 

Ith. 8(),‘14,t)00 under the head ‘24. — Administratioii of Justice * bf 
reduced by He. 1.*’ 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“ That a sum of Rs. 85,'t4,000 be granted for expenditure uftder th< 
head ‘ ‘24. — Administration of Justice 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadli)i 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to niovi 
that a sum of Rs. d'i,07,0()() be granted for expenditure under the head 
“25. — flails and convict settlements.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motionf 
Noh. 142 to 149. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 move that the demand oi 
Rs. 9,97,900 under the head “25A. — lails — District Jail” be reduced 
by Re. 1. 

Sir, jail reform is one of the main conceins of every civilised Govern- 
ment; and our Government, though not up to the mark in this fespect, 
should at least lie given the credit for entertaining ideals about such 
reforms and taking some steps, though faltering, towards progress and 
improvement. The cause of prison reform in Bengal is fortunate entiugh 
in having u kind-liearted gentleman like the Hoirble Maharaja 
Bahadur of Nadia holding the ]Kutfolio ot jails. The introduction of 
the Borstal system in Bengal is a crowning achievement on his part and 
^may we hope that before he lays down the reins of his high office he 
will see Bengal prisons raised to the level of those in the West. 

Reform in jail administiation is called for in so many directiong 
that I consider it usele'js to emphasise upon all of them. I would only 
di^w the attention of the lJon*ble Membei- to a few (‘i*ying reforms 
f hi. h I iDpe can be effected without any great expenditure of money. 

The first point 1 like to raise is the constriudion of the privies in 
tJie jails. They are so constructed that prisoners using them have of 
necessity to expose their persons in a w’ay repugnant to all sense of 
decency. Compulsory adaptation to such conditions produces a dehu> 
manising effect upon the prisoners and to all right thinking men. This 
is extremely <leplorable. This defect can he easily remedied and I see 
no 1 ‘eason for delaying the matter any longer. I would like to refer 
to another serious defect in privy construction in jails and that from 
• a^vefigiuus poinL of view ^o ^r as Muhammadan prisoners are con- 
cerned. Many of these pHvies*are conidructed facing east or west. As 
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the Miislini holy city of MeccA, wherein is situated the sacred Ka-ba, 
is to the west of this couirtiy*, countiy never sit 

down to ease themselves facing east or west out of feeling of sheer 
reverence, and in no Muslim house one will find a latrine cpnstructed 
facing east or west. Muhamiuadan jirisonei*s when compelled to use- 
east or west facing latrines in the jails undergo a veritable mental 
torture until the deliumanising process is complete. 1 hope Government 
will talft* this matter into serious consrderat'on when the subject of 
reconstruction of prison latrines is taken up. The second point 1 shall 
urge is the old question of the prisoners not being supplied with mos- 
quito-nets. Provision for this will no doubt require some expendituro 
to be incurred. But to my mind there is scai-cely a l)etter cause for 
w’hlch money can l>e spent. In this <‘onnection I intend to make a 
suggestion. If the Government cannot .-ee its way to efiei t this urgent 
reform in the near future prisoners may be permitted to use mosquito- 
nets supplied by their relatives and friends from outside. Ihe horrible 
torture the prisoners undergo in some jails for w*ant of mosquito-nets 
should no longer be neglected and 1 hope the kind-hearted Maharaja 
Bahadur will bestow his serious attention on this elementary demand 
on l>ehalf of the prisoners. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I desire to move that the sum of Hs. 2(>,4d,000‘ 
under the head “25A. — .Jails” be reduced by Ks. KMI (in order to call 
attention to the need for provision for after-care work in con need ion wlffi 
the Borstal Institution). 

.Sir, the object in moving this reduction fonnally ib to draw attention 
e»f (filiverniueiit to the necessity for aiding aftei-<‘ure work in (•(uinection 
particularly with inmates of the Borstal Institution. Heading the 
other day in the report of the Bengal Jails Enquiry (^)miuittee I find 
a sentence to which exception may be taken. It says “ at the j)reseiH 
stage of public life in Bengal it seems useless to expect any effective" 
afteiM'are of prisoneis to be secured througli private societies or private 
persons.” It may interest Goveininent and particularly the writer 
of that rejwirt to know that there is at the present immieiit in forma- 
tion and a8so<'iation for the aftei-care of juvenile and adolescent 
offenders. This association proposes to deal with the after-s*iire 
inmates not only of the Borstal Institution but also of reformatory 
and industrial schoob. We are hoping that at a ])ublic meeting 
at the end of this month the a‘-sociation will he formally launched 
and, when it is launched, it wull give the lie direct to the 

suggestion made in the Jails Enquiry ('ommittee's Report. 

Sir, it has been the practice in England and in America and as far 
as I am aware in every country where after-care work is organise 
for the Government of those c*ountries to give a subvention tojjrardi 
tbe work. In this yeay/a budget I believe an ainount-t 

included for after-<*are work in coniieidlieD with the Borstal In sti tuff 
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I ido not find any provision specified in the hudf?ret for next year, but I 
was informed by the Hon’ble Me|nl)er in chai*ge that there is a provision 
although not under that specified head'. I am glad to know that, and 
I should like to ask the Hoii’ble Membei whether he is prepared to give 
such an undertaking, as he can give, that Government will continue 
to assist in supporting work of this nature. It is quite understood that 
any promise of further assistance is subject to the vote of the Legis- 
lative Council, but I would impress upon him that if this work ir started 
and is to he carried on it i^ essential that Government should continue 
to give that assistance which it already has budgeted for this year. 
For by the passing of the Borstal Act, 1927, Government has committed 
itself to a work in connection with the reformation of young offenders 
the most essential portion of whicli is that difficult transitional periovl 
during which efforts are made to settle them in normal habits of life 
and circumstance. Every member of this House is aware of the 
sympathy and the encouragement which the Hon’ble Member has always 
given to this kind of work and I am (piite sure that in asking him to 
continue the assistance we are not asking him in vain. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE; Sir, I have very gieat plea.sure 
in supporting this motion ot Mr. dames. During the discussion on 
fhe Borstal Bill it was made (juite ( lear that the purjroses ot the A( t 
would be frustrated unless an after-care association was started to 
take charge of adolescent offenders after* release. In the Jails Eiujuiry 
Obminittee’s Report Mr. Justice Pearsim and others hud reporied about 
the after-care of ordinary prisoners — long term and short term — and 
we find from the Resolution on that report that His Excellency said 
that the after-care of prisoners is a matter which was ie(eiving the 
careful attention of Government. It is not possible tor* the Governor 
in Council to go very far in this matter without more active assistance 
from the public than he has hitherto ler eived. He is prepared to give 
any assistance in his power to any properly organised society which is 
willing to take up this work. But if the Government is anxious to 
favourably consider such proposals with regard to ordinary prisoners, 
how much more it is necessary to start after-care institutions for young 
ttffenders. I am quite sure if an organised institution or society is 
started for the purpose of taking charge of these adolescent offenders 
and juvenile offenders after their release it is expected His Excellency 
tlie Governor in Council will extend to that society not only his sym- 
pathy but whatever money is necessary for the purpose of carrying the 
^ork of that society. It is well known now and Government is also 
aware that a sor iety has already been stai’ted for this purpose, the 
ifiaugural meeting of which will he held on the 30th of March. We 
€nd jbh^t ther e is a provision of Rs. 3,000 this year. We shall be 
gtall if that money is made over to the society. We find at page 117 
of Die budget that provision of Rs. 40,000 has been made for running 
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the Borstal Institution. Perhaps this means the Borstal Institution 
at Bankum. But I find no where in this budget that any amount is 
provided tor the purpose of taking after-care of young offenders. 1 
should like to hear from the Hon'ble Member as to whether he will 
be pleased to provide for any amount larger than Rs. 3,000 for the 
purpose of carr\’ing on the work of that character next year. 

12 noon. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I rise to support this motion, and to call 
attention to one point which is this: There is no doubt about the 
excellence of the work of reforming and reclaiming specially yoiiiig 
eiT-prisoners, but there is another point. From the purely utilitarian 
point of view it pays (Tovernment to take an interest in these prisoners 
after they leave jail. It is surely more sound from that point of view 
to pay Rs. 50 now to place a young fellow on the proper path than to 
spend Rs. 250 to Rs. 500 in later life to indulge him in various periods 
of hard labour in jail. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I desire to move that the demand of 
Rs. 26,4*3,0(K) under the head “ 25A. — Jails be reduced by Rs. KKh 
(in order to call attention to the need for a revision in the pay of 
warders K * 

My object in doing this for the second time is to (‘all the attention 
of (Government to the urgent need for u revision in the pay and genei^l 
terms of the warders staff in the jails of the Presidency. The preserit 
pay of the warders is from Rs. 16 to Rs. 20, (in the case of the hegd 
warders Rs. 24 — 27 — 30) with an allowance of Re. 1 as Presidency 
allowance. Out of that they must supply their own food, supjwrt 

their families and work extremely long hours in circum.stances that 
require a great deal of attention and supervision. Their living 
quarters are on the whole thoroughly bad, and have already been con- 
demned by His Excellency the Governor. There are insufficient 
quarters for the married warders of the staff. T undei.stand tliere is 
no hospital for the warders’ staff. There is no training provided. 
AVardei-s are recruited direct from villages and become warders with- 
out any preliminary training. I understand, from a visit to one or 
two of the jails, that it is impossible, owing to shortage of staff, to 
give them any adequate training while pursuing their duties after 
their original appointment. If you will turn to the report of the ‘ 
Indian Jaihs Committee, 1919-20, you will find there that this subject'" 
was raised and commented upon somewhat severely. In that repolt 
two main recommendations were made. First of all, that the teruis 
of service should l)e so improved as to lie even better than tho^ 
enjoyed by the members of the Police owing to the p>eculiar nfftuse j}f 
their duties. Secondly, that better quarters should lie provided for 
the warders’ establishment. I should like to ask the Hon’ble MeinbJ^r 

16 
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as to whether Government has been able to accept any single recom- 
mendation of the Indian Jails OOmmittee in regard to their proposals 
in connection with the warders* establfshment. In 1927 we find that 
the Bengal Jails Enquiry Committee also reported on the same subject. 
They covered the same ground as was covered by the Committee in 
1919-20. They recommended that there should be a decided improve- 
ment in the conditions of pay and prospects of the warders* establish- 
ment. They went further than that. They made definite recom- 
mendations regarding the training of new warders. Now, Sir, it seems 
to me that when you have a large (Tovernnient establishment such as 
are in the jails, and a large staft of over, I think, 1,3(K) warders in 
that establishment, you are under a moral obligation to provide them 
at least with sufficient money to live upon and with some reasonable 
prospect in their circumstances. At present they have not enough to 
live on nor have they any prospect of long continuance in service. 
The consequence is that the jwsition in every jail is unsatisfactory from 
the point of view of the relations between the warders and the convicts. 
Any jail visitors knows that well enough. Secondly, there is difficulty 
in regard to the recruitment of warders. The pre.sent establishment 
is distinctly under strength and in certain areas there is great diffi- 
culty in obtaining new recruits. In the third place I would suggest 
fhat not only is this (juestion of the revision of the pay of the warders 
a moral obligation upon Government but also it should he the first 
stage in reformatory work in the prisons. It is useless arranging 
lectures and starting primary education in the jails unless you have 
a warder staff which is more intelligent, better educated than the 
present staff' and which is an improvement on the average police 
(which is trained and which has a larger prospect of individual advance- 
ment in their own service). 1 am (|uite aware that the lion ’hie 
Member will immediately say that he entirely agrees with what I 
am saying now, but that this is a financial (luestif)n and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal simply have not got the money. It is very difficult 
to meet that argument, but I would venture to suggest to the Hon ’hie 
Member that in respect of these essential services such as jails and 
prisons, the Government have a direct responsibility with regard to 
the staff they employ. If it is not possible to find the money in the 
present budget, I would ask whether it is not possible by retrench- 
ment in other directions to provide the required sum. If this is not 
possible, I would ask the Hon’ble Member whether there are not 
certain occasions on w'hich it is advisable to borrow from the balance.^. 
These men have a direct claim upon Government, they have a direct 
claim for the support of this proposal on every member of this Council. 
After all, although they are warders in the jails, they are flesh and 
blood and are entitled to every human consideration. I know Govern- 
ment is anxious to give them that consideration, and I trust that if 
the Hon’ble Member deeires to have behind him the support of the 
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Legislatm Oouncil in presenting the claims of this department of 

his administration, that support will be readily forthcoming. 

Bnbu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: In the absence of Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, may I have your permission to move the next motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 26,43,000 under the head “ 25 A. — Jails be reduced by Re. 1. 

Ever since the publication of the report of the Pearson Committee 
in 1927 we have been tr^dng by means of resolutions to raise a discus- 
sion on the subje(*t, but the freaks of ballot, the insufficient number 

of days given to non-official business and the calling of the Council to 
sit at longer intervals have always prevented the discussion taking 
place. It would be seen from the way the resolutions had been worded 
and framed that we in this Council w’ere anxious that no steps should 
be taken on this report before we were allowed an opportunity to have 
our say on such an important subject. But the (Government has 
already issued a resolution (No. 881-P. J., dated 28th November, 1927) 
in which they have given effect to some of the recommendations with 
regard to the warders, part-time Superintendents and convict officers 
and the separation of clerical from executive functions. But while 
the European prisoners are treated with every possible consideration, 
given all possible facilities with regard to diet, dress and other neces- 
saries of life, (rovernment have done nothing to lay down rules for 
the treatment of Indian prisoners of superior social status in life. We 
find in paragraph 15 (c) of the (Government resolution that “ the 
(Governor in ('ouncil understands that the <|uestion of the treatment 
of European prisoners and prisoners {J superior social status will be 
discussed at the forthcoming conference of Inspectors-tGeneral of 
Prisons, and has decided to await the opinion of the conference on this 
matter l)efore coming to a decision.” Is there any reason why an 
European, because he is an Euiopean, should be treated like domesti- 
cated sons-in-law, whereas an Indian of far superior social position, 
of better education and culture, accustomed to live in comfort, be 
treated as an ordinary felon of low <*aste? 

With regard to the detenus and persons convi<'ted of political 
offences, the Committee’s report is very unsympathetic. I am glad 
Government have not taken any steps in the matter. They say in 
paragraph Ibid) of the resolution that “Government agree with the 
Committee that such prisoners are difficult to deal w’ith, and that their 
case requires special attention, and are giving careful consideration 
to the question whether there is urgent need for any radical change in 
the rules with regard to such prisoners or in the nature of the treat- 
ment accorded to them.“ The recommendations of the Committee are 
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80 radicaif no umyrnpaihetic that we are afraid any moment €bvern> 
ment after careful consideration, might issue instructions before this 
Council has an opportunity of discussing those recommendations. We 
find that some of the recommendations are to the following effect. 
That these detenus and political prisoners should be entitled to no 
special consideration for their superior education, political nature of 
their offence or social position. They should not live in association, 
should be drafted to different gangs for work, confined during night 
in cells. They should receive no special jail privileges, should be 
treated as ordinary convicts, confined in special cells. Simple 
imprisonment prisoners should be given penal diet and hard labour 
as a jail punishment. These recommendations if given effect to will 
result in more discontent and trouble. This Council ought to be con- 
sulted before Government come to any decision. A very curious 
suggestion will also be found in the pages of that report where the 
suggestion is made that the lives of short-term prisoners should be 
made as uncomfortable and unpleasant as possible so that they may 
not come back. True, they may come back as short-term prisoners, 
but as long-term prisoners to live in comfort and lead pleasant lives, 
indeed more pleasant than these short-term prisoners in jail ! 

12-15 I'.M. 

Labour is recommended for all classes of prisoners either short or 
long term and even Courts are asked to avoid inflicting short-term 
sentences either simple or rigorous. These recommendations take one’s 
breath away and I am thankful to Government for not giving effect 
to them as yet. As a protest in antic ipation I l)eg to move this motion 
and request the Government not to take any action before this Council 
had an opportunity of discussing those recommendations. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 beg to move that t^ie 
demand of Ra. 26,43,000 under the head 26A. — Jails ” be reduced bv 
Be. 1. 

Before I speak on my motion I should like to clear away one miscon- 
ception under wliich Mr. B. K. Bose seems to labour. He complains of 
the preferential treatment accorded to European prisoners, and he 
tliinks that this sort of special, preferential treatment is accorded onlv 
to men of European nationality. Nothing of the sort. In the Jail Code 
the term European prisoner is used in a much more expansive sense; 
it includes not simply Europeans but Burmans, Chinamen, Negroes, 
Kaffirs and in fact anybody and everybody except Indians. Fpder 
the Jail Code, the gi-eatest offence you can commit is to be an Indian. 
This is so far as Mr. Bose’s misconception goes; and with the main 
burden of his complaint here I am in perfect agreement. But I diffe' 
totally fi'om another of his suggestions, viz., as regards short-term, 
simple-imprisonment sentences. My friend seems to think that 
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there is «ome virtue in that system. I think the whole system 
is a nuisance and deseives immediate abolition. I have no sym- 
pathy for the Teeommendations of the Jails Committee as such: 
but so far as this one point is concerned, I have every sym- 
pathy with them when they say that there ought to be no 
such thing as “ simple ” imprisonment. Every person in jail 
ought to he given some work to do; that is an elementary principle 
of jail reform. When the (lovernmeut takes up the recommen- 
dations of the Jails Committee, I hope they will make it a point to 
abolish the system of simple sentences. The same considerations would 
apply in the case of short-term prisoners also. Short-tenn prisoners 
cannot be taught any useful industry in jails. If you want your 
prisoners to derive the maximum of benefit fn)m the disciplinary treat- 
ment of jails you have got to be sure that they are there for a certain 
length of time. 

As regards the object of my motion, I want simply to draw the 
attention of the HoiVlile Meinher to two pfHnt*^, first as regards the 
treatment accorded to political prisoners, and secondly as regards the 
iinauthorise<l. illegal and harharons modes td pnnisliment which even 
now prevail in some of oiir jails. 

First, as regards political jtri.soners. The Hon’hle Member will 
tell me perliaps that there is no such thing as a politi<'al juisoner : 
that is one of the pleasant fictions which they keep up in jails. Techni- 
cally and legally, I know there aie no |M>litical pri‘‘Oners ; liut I challenge 
the Iloirhle Member to ecuitradiet me when I say that persons convieted 
under secti(ui IIMA (sedition) are given a peculiar kind of treatment 
very different from the treatment which is accorded to prisemers in 
^'cneral. In tlie first place they are kept confined in solitary cells, 
and T ^houhl like to kiittw from the Hon’hle Member why this should 
he so. Here again 1 shall he confronted with the ideasant fiction that 
there is no such thing as a solitary cell, and technicnlly and legally 
tlie Hon’hle Member will he right once again. There are no solitary 
rells in t>iir jails, there are only segregation cells. But what is the 
difference between the two ? The difference is subtle, illusorv, almost 
metaphysical. What hay)pens is this. It you are < on fined in a solitary 
cell, you are not permitted to see the face of any human being friun 
day’s end to day’s end. In a .segregation cell also, things are much 
better. There too you cannot talk or mix with any body and cannot 
work in the common yard : but a similitude of difference is kept up 
by the fact that sometimes a warder strolls in lordly fashion before 
your cell-door and is thus supposed to mitigate the horrors of your 
solitary imprisonment. Sir, there may he some kind of difference 
between solitary and segration cells, but it is a difference that passetb 
understanding. In any case, confinement in solitary or segregation 
cells is meant only as punishment for jail offences ; and my point is 
that political offenders whose tickets are clean, against whom there is 
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BabU tURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 would add another 
ej^ample of the interference of the Political Department in the jail 
administration. I refer to the case of a {wlitical prisoner, since released, 
named Ealipada Ray Chaudhuri of Madaripur. He was detained in a 
villa^fe in the district of Birbhum. The place was very malarious and 
hi! got malaria of a bad type. He used to get frequent attacks of 
malaria and had to consult doctors. For a month or so he was given 
medical aid. He was put in charge of a sub-inspector of police near 
the thana and whenever he got fever he informed the sub-inspector 
who arranged for his treatment. But after some time he was informed 
tljat he would not get medical aid unless the District Magistrate gare 
permission for it. 


12-30 p.M. 

Sir, it is a very curious thing that when a prisoner is attacked with 
fever he wdll have to tell the Sub-Inspector about it and the Sub- 
Inspector will inform the District Magistrate who may at that time 
be several miles away either at the headquailer or in the distant 
mufassal from where after receiving the information, how long after 
nobody knows, he will pas^ orders to the Sub-1 n>])ector to give the 
prisonei’ medical aid. And the aid may leach the i)risoner when it is 
too late <»r unnecessary. I (‘annf)t conceive of a more inhuman treat- 
ment, but still this is the way in which our young men are treated. I 
got information about this and wrote about the matter to the Political 
Department. The reply I got is with me. The Additional Deputy 
Secretaiy to the (tovernment of Bengal wiote to me saying “ With 
reference to your letter of so and s(» regarding the health of Babu 
Ealipada (^laudburi, I am directed to say that the detenus in tlomicile 
are under the <-baige of District Magistiatev, (loveinment have no 
reason to suppove that the Di^tri('t ^fagistrate has not taken proper 
action t(» look after the health of tin* detenu, (yoveinment are not 
prepared to transfer the detenu from his present domicile.*' Sir, I, 
being a member of this House, referred this matter to the Member in 
chaige for empiiry as to whether it was a fact that the prisoner was 
not being given proper medical help and whether it was a fact that the 
District Magistrate said that the prisoner should not be given medical 
help without his permioaioii, but no reply was g-iven to me on this point. 
1 am told that the District Magistrate must be >upp^^^ed to have taken 
proper care of the detenu. My friend. Dr. Roy, suggests that the 
District Magistrate can do no wi-ong. Yes. that is the slogan of the 
unsympathetic (Government of this countrv; but Sir, this is not possible 
in any other civili*ed (Government in the whole world. Then again. 
Sir, I would mention the caiv of another prisoner, Jatindra Nath 
Bhattacharjee, who was detained in a house abounded with snakes. 
This matter was also referred to the Ibditical Department, but no step 
was taken to remedy the evil. 
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Tkis it the deplorable vay how the Jail and Political Departnaentt 
are administered. With these words I support the motion. 


Thn Hoii*bl6 Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur^ 
of MadiaX Sir, I am awfully sorry I have got only a few minutes left 
to deal with all the points raised in the discussion and I am afraid 
I shall not be able to do justice to all the criticisms that have been 
levelled at me and the department of which I am in charge. I shall 
be as brief as possible. Eveiyd^ody knows, Sir, that the Pearson Oom- 
mittee submitted their report to Government in April, 1927, and it 
was published in several newspapers. The recommendations of the 
committee as well as the action which Government ttK)k or pruj>osed 
to take were published in Jail Department resolution No. 881 P. J.> 
dated the 28th November, 1927. On account of financial stringency 
it has not been possible to give effect to some of the important recom- 
mendations of the committee although thev have been accepted by 
Government. For instance, funds could not be piovided for increasing 
the pay of warders, increasing the number of jail clerks with a view 
to separate the executive from clerical duties, appointment of an assis- 
tant matron in the Presidency Jail so that a female superior officer 
may be on duty for all hours of day and night, and the appointment 
of whole-time Superintendents in the three large district jails at 
Mymensingh, Barisal and ('omilla. Last year the C’ouncil voted a sum 
of Rs. to iurthci the cause of after-c’are of prisoners, specially 

adolescent piisoners, on lelease. The amount could not yet be allotted 
as no fjublic bodv hiis come forward to take up the woik. It has now 
been leiwjited tliat a Ihustal Association will shortly be forniallv con- 
stituted and the (’hief Justice of Bengal is going to pieside ovei a 
meeting on the JOth of this month when steps will be taken to organise 
su<*h an association tcu the atter-care (d‘ prisoners. The (piestion of 
granting tlic amount ot Rs. -1,900 this year to this asscuiation is under 
consideration. As the Borstal Institution has been started at Bankura 
during the c urrent financ ial ^ear and the Bengal Borstal Schools Act, 
1928 (Ben. Act I of 1928) has also been passed, it is essentially neces- 
sary to have a properly organised Borstal A.sscn iation as soon ua 
possible. 

Mr. James has found it difficult to undeistand why no provisicm ha» 
been made for the after-care of prisoners as was clcme last year. I am 
sorry this has not bc^en .separately shown in the estimates, but 1 would 
draw his attention to page 109 of this blue l>ook, where he will find 
under “Contingencies — Office Expenses and Mi.scellaneous ” the sum 
of Bs. 7,500. This^ sum includes Rs. d,0(K) for the after-c are of 
prisoners. I can assure Mr. James that Government are willing to 
help any public oi^nisation, subject to the vote of the Legislative 
Council, in the matter of after-care of prisoners, and I am anxiously^ 
awaiting the result of this public meeting on the *'K)th March. I am 
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Aure he will agree with me that it will not be possible for Government 
to make an}^ advance in the matter until everything has been settled in 
that meeting about the formation of such an association. 

Then my friend, Maulvi Taraizuddin Ehan, has. raised three points: 
{/) supply of mosquito-nets; (^} latrines facing west against the 
religious tenets of the Muhammadans; and (J) facilities for prayers 
in jails. I am very thankful to my friend for complimenting me for 
getting the Borstal Schools A<‘t passed in this Council, 

As regards the latrines facing west being against the tenets of the 
religion of the Muhammadans, this is the first time that I hear of such 
a thing. We have had no complaints about thi> before. 

As regards mosquito-nets, we have provided for them in jail 
hospitals in all districts for patients in Hospital suffering from Malaria. 
This has l)€en tried in the Pabna Jail for all prisoners, but the real 
obstacle is the initial expenditure and the reconstruction of the beds 
in the wards. 

Keasonable facilities for prayers are given in all Jails. There are 
special rules on the subject in the Jail Code which are strictly followed. 

Mr. James has raised the (juestion of the inade{|uac\ of the pay of 
warders, and want of good ([uarteis. I liave all along been piessing 
this question on Government and I can assure him that I nIiuU continue 
to do so. Fnfortunutcly. however, no provi>;ion coubl be made for this 
in thfs year’s budget for want of funds. 

Bub\i Bejo> Krishna Bose has raised the (piestion (d the treatment 
of the hhadralol" class prisoners. This question wa> diMUs.sed at the 
last conference of Inspe<*tor>-(feneral, and I am awaiting from the 
Inspector-General the result of their delilieratious. I can as>ure iiiy 
friend that I shall give this matter my earnest consideration. 

Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee has deprecated the system of simple 
imprisonment for short-term prisonei’s. His arguments have already 
met the criticisms of some of the previf>us speakers. I need not 
dilate on that. 

Begarding the treatment of political prisoners and the system of 
«olitar>^ cells, we are guided by the Jail Code and the rules made 
thereunder. As a matter of fact they are not all kept in segregation 
cells or solitary cells. 

Begarding the transfer of a particular prisoner from one jail to 
another, to gain ch attention w-as drawn by Mr. Bannerjee, my informa- 
tion is tl^at he was transferred from one jail to another at his own 
""request. This is a matter which I first heard from Mr. Bannerjee 
{>6rsonally, and I made enquiries. When His Excellence' visited the 
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RajshaKi 7i^ Mr. Haskemy’s case was represented to kim and ke 
wanted a transfer from tkere. He was then transferred to Midnapore, 
which, we were advised, was suitable for him. Until the financial 
stringency passes, we cannot make suitable arrangements for this class 
of prisoners. 

As regards inteniews with the prisoner being subject to the 
consent of the C. I. D. I have no conceni with it and I cannot say 
anything on the subject. 

Mr. Bannerjee ha^ told us something about what he called “ blanket 
punishment.’’ This is the first time I hear of this. (Shame! 
Shame!) If I have not heard of it you may <‘rv “ Shame,” but I do 
not know whether you heard it before. (A vou'E : We have heard 
of it before.) I should like to ask Mr. Bannerjee to give me instances 
of this — and it is his bounden duty to do so. This is certainly a 
breach of the jail rules, and I will take serious notice if such things 
are brought to my notice. Mr. Bannerjee has failed to give instances 
of such breach of jail rule>. It is but fair that details should be given 
if such charges are levelled against a department. These things should 
have come before the tfail Committee. In these circumstances I 
repudiate the charge with all the emphasis I can command. 

As regards the question <d‘ the abolition of convict-warders and other 
things raised during the debate, these are (|uestions of money, and 
until we have sufficient funds we cannot do anything in the matter. 
I quite admit that this a very neces^aiy reform in regard to the 
administration of jails. 

Babu Sureiidra Nath Biswas has raised certain (juestions regarding 
the treatment of detenus in domicile. If time allows, I think my 
Hon’ble colleague Mr. Moberly will be able to explain. I have no 
concern in the matter. T oppo-e the motion. 

1245 p.if. 

The motion that the demand of Us. 9,97,t>rK) under the head “ 25A. — 
Jails — District Jails ” l)e reduced by Re. 1 was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Aoiiarjya CMvdliuri, Maharaja ghathi 
Kanta, al Muhtagagha, Myinanaifigh. 
Affial, Maaivi Ayaa MuhaiMiiiaa. 

AhaaMd, Mauivi AtiiiHiaain. 

Atiqallah, Mr. iyaa Ma. 

■■H i l l Eabii llamat Chanara. 

Eaa ariaa, Or. Fraauthaaath. 

Oa aarUa, Oaka ^raai at tia Nath. 


■aaiitriat, habu Jitanaralat. 
hatv, Oahu iaai Sahhar. 

Baau, Mr. P, C. 

■imraa, habii giiranara Nath. 

Bata, Baha Bajay Krithfia. 

Baaa, Mr. f. C. 

Baaa, Mr. iahhaa Chaaata. 
ChahravaHi, Baha gatlfiBra Chanara. 
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dMOifttairtty, lubu MtUitfra Nsili. 
ClMi«Mlliari| Raj Hartmlranatli. 

Cbantfliury, Mayfvl Kliartliad A lam. 

Oa« Oupta, Or. 4, M. 

Oatta, Rabu Akhll Chandra. 

Outt, lahu taral Kumar. 

Faragui, Khan Rahadur K. 0. M. 

Oanguly, Rabu Khagandra Nath. 

Ohaaa, Rabu Amarandra Nath. 

Qhaah MauHfcf Rabu tatyandra Chandra. 
Oupta« Mr. aagath Chandra. 

Himataingka, Rabu Frabhu Oayal. 

Haqua, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Hutain, Khan Rahadur Maufyi gyad 
Maqbul. 

Karim, Maulai Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abui. 

Khan, Khan gahib Mauivi Muaxtam AH. 


Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Lata, Rabu Sarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Rabu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, grijut Taraknath. 

Natkvr, Rabu Htm Chandra. 

Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi ghamtur-. 

Rahman, Mir. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Ray, Rabu Radha Oobinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud gankar. 

Ray, Dr. Ridhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran gankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Rahadur gatyondra 
Nath. 

garkir, Rabu Naliniranjan. 
gan, Mr. gatith Chandra. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan Rahadur Mauivi Emaduddin 
Rartan, Mr. 4. F. 

Caioallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, thi Han'bit Nawab Rahadur 
gaiyid Nawab AH, Khan Rahadur, at 
Dhanbari. 

Cahin, Mr. 0. 4. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oawding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. 

Outt, Mr. a. g. 

Eddit, Mr. A. MaD. 

QhOM, Mr. M. C. 

Haqua, Khan Rahadur Mauivi Axiiul. 
Hotain, tht Han'bit Nawab Muiharruf, 
Khan Rahadur. 

HuMain, Mauivi Latafat. 
damot, Mr. F. E. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H. 

Lukt, Mr. N. R. 

Maoartnty, Mr. 4. 0. 

MaoRtan, Mr. J. A. 

Maedonald, Mr. A. 


Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon'bit Mr. A. 

MoClutkit, Mr. E. T. 

Mitttr, tht Han'bit gir Pravath Chundtr. 
Mobtrly, tht Han'bit Mr. A. N. 

Muktrji, Mr. g. C. 

Ntiton, Mr. W. H. 

Phtipt, Mr. Trtvor J. 

Prtntiot, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Rabu Nagtndra Narayan. 

Ray, tht Hon'bit Maharaja Bahadur 

Kthauniih Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rtid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Fratad gingh. 
gaehtt, Mr. F. A. 
garktr, Rai gahib Rtbati Mohan, 
ghah, Mr. Oholam Hottain. 
gkinntr, Mr. g. A. 

Tatt, Major-Qtntral Qodfrty. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Tbf* Ayes beinp 48 and the Noes 41 the motion was rarried. 

The following mol ions were then put an«] lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 2t),4-h0()0 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails' 
he reduced by Rs. 100 fin order to call attention to the need for pro- 
vision for after-care work in connection with the Borstal Institution]." 

“ That the demand of Rs. 20,4-1,000 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails' 
be reduced by Rs. JOO [in order to call attention to the need for a 
revision in’the pay of warders]." 

“That the demand of Rs. 20,4-1,000 under the head *2-')A. — Jail' be 
reduced by Re. 1." 
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The motion of Babu Jitendralal Banner jee that the demand of 
Ba. 26,43,000 under the head “ 25A. — Jails ’’ be reduced by Be. 1 was 
then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYiS. 


Afzali Maulvi tyad Muliammad. 
Akamae, Maalvi Atimuddiii. 

Bagalii. Baku Ramat Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banar)«f, Babu Pramatha Nath. 
Bannarjat, Babu JiUndralal. 

Batu, Babu tasi tahhar. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Biswaa, Babu turandra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

BMa, Mr. t. C. 

Baaa, Mr. Subhaa Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Khorahad Alam. 
Daa Bupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhii Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Qhoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Gupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 
Himataingka, Babu Prabhu Oayal. 


Hagua, Kaii Bnidadul. 

Huaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Byad Magbul. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muataam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur*. 

Ray, Babu Radha Oabinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandrt 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Battar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Hajaa Abdaol. 
San, Mr. Batiah Chandra. 


N0E8. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Bartan, Mr. 4 . F. 

Caaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Navrab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oay, Mr. Q. G. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Orummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. S. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Ghoaa, Mr. M. C. 

Hoaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
damoa, Mr. F. E. 

Lindaay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. 4 . Q. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4 . A. 

Moadonald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Hr. L. T. 


Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Sir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mobarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. B. C. 

Nalaon, Mr. W. H. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travar 4 . 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshauniah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Praaad Singh. 

Baohaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat i Mahan. 

Shah, Mr. Oholam Hoaaain. 

Skinnar, Mr. B. A. 

Tata, Ma|ar>Ganaral Qadfray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 44 the Noes 41 the motion was carried. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 33,07,000, as amended in Council, be 
granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘ 25. — .Jails and convict 
settlements ” was then put and ajgreed to. 
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The time-limit* under the head ‘‘26. — Jails and convict settle- 
ments ” htfTing reached the following motions were not put: — 

Babu AMARENORA NATH CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,43,000 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: “ That the demand of Rs. 26,43,000 
under the head ‘ 25 A. — Jails * be reduced by Re. 1.^’ 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That ‘ the demand of 
Rs. 26,43,000 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails ^ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu AMARENORA NATH CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 33,07,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlements' be 
reduced by Rs. 100.’' 

Mauivi SYED ABDUR RAUF: “That the demand of Rs. d8, 07,000 
under the head ‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’ be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

1 P.M. 


26.— Police. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (The Hon’blo 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,76,20,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ 26. — Police.” 

I have moved this motion in a foim slightly dift’erent fiom that in 
which it appears on the paper. 1 am omitting from the printed sum of 
Rs. l,80,20,(KK) the lump provision of Rs. 4 lakhs (as shown on page 122 
of the budget) for the revision of the pay of the Calcutta Police 
(’onstables, head constables and sergeants. It was intended to introduce 
the new rates of pay from 1st September, 1928, and it is still hoped to do 
so, but it was recognised from the first that an increase in the rates of 
pay in the Bengal Police was also essential. Comj>lete proposals for the 
latter were, however, not before Government when the budget was pre- 
pared. I think it would he only fair to the Council to place the whole 
scheme for Imth Calcutta and Bengal before them in July instead of 
asking them for Rs. 4 lakhs now without their knowing what the whole 
commitment will be. I rejieat that it is proposed to place* the whole 
scheme f(»r the improvement of the pay of these ranks and also of the 
assistant suRinspectors in the Bengal Police before the Council in July 
and if the Council will vote the demand to introduce the new rates of 
pay in both the Calcutta and the Bengal Police with effect from the Ist 
September, 1928. 



1928.] 


DEUAlfDS FOB GRANTS. 


Mr. FRISIDENT: Am I to undentand that you want my leave t» 
take away Be. 4 lakhs from the demand on the p4per. . 

The HeR*Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may do so. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: On a point of order. It 
is the leave of the House which has got to be sought. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is ue<*essai*y in the present case^ 
The President has the discretion in a mutter like this. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 he^ to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,400 under the head 26A. — Presidency Police — Superinten- 
dence ” be reduced by Re. 1. 

By way of thi^ motion I should like to ventilate the j^rievances of 
the Muhammadan community that they have no officers in the sujierior 
ranks of the Calcutta Police. I will not say anything, re^^arding: lack 
of supervision on the part of the (Calcutta Police, because last year many 
hon’ble members of this House referreil to popular grievances in this 
<‘onnection and some answers w^ere given. I wdll only stick to my point 
that there i.> no Muhammadan in the superior rank of the Police Service. 
So far as the jiost of the Commissioner of Police is con(‘erned, I think 
that no Indian can as a matter of course aspire to that. Leaving that 
alone, I find that in the ranks of the Assistant Commissioners and 
Deputy Commissioners theie is not a single Muhnmmadan. In answer 
I shall perhaps be told that there is no Muhanunadan because there are 
ver^' few in>i)ectors of police out of wdioni Assistant Commissioners and 
Deputy Commissioners might be selected. My point is that unlesa 
there are Muhammadans in the superior ranks of the Police service the 
grievances of the Muhammadans so far as the grades of inspectors and 
sub-inspectors are concerned will not be attended to. Therefore we 
want that there should be some Muhammadans in the ranks of Assistant 
Commissioners and Deputy Commi.ssioners. T also maintain that 
qualified Muhammadans can be recruited ami appointed as Assistant 
and Deputy Commissioners of Police if not from the Calcutta Police, 
surely from the Bengal Ploice, and some attempts should be made in 
this direction. With these few words I move my motion. 

MauIvI ABUL KASEM: I just want to supjmrt my friend who has 
just moved bis motion. It is a very unpleasant task, neither is it 
desirable to rise up every now and then to complain that Muhammadans 
are not to be found in this service or that. On the face of it, it looks to 
me rather humiliating and if I rise to support my friend it is simply 
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because I want to refute the^ charge brought against the Muhammadan 
community that efficient men are not forth-coming from their ranks for 
appointment to the superior public services. If we have urged on 
several (K'casions for the proper representation of the members of my 
community it is not for the purpose of providing employment for them 
or for the loaves and fishes of office but for the proper share in the 
administration of the province, and we want a proper share in the 
administration of the Calcutta Police. Sir, there is a general impres- 
sion, and there is just and reasonable cause for that impression among 
the Moslems, especially among those not versed in the English language, 
that those who are knowm as the hho/haJof/ have suffered in the past and 
they do suffer in the present owdng to the fact that the Calcutta Police 
machinery is of a non-Muhammadan character. No less a person than 
Lord Eytton w'hen he was at Home had to admit that there was great 
defect in the Police organisation of Calcutta and that the number of 
Mussualmans in the Cal<‘utta Polic'e was small. But since his return 
from Home and after his retirement from Bengal no steps have yet been 
taken to remedy this defect. We are told — as my friend has said — 
that there is no Muhammadan Assistant Commissioner o>f Police because 
there are no senior Muhamniadan inspectors of IVdice and there are no 
Henior inspectors of police becau.se there are no senior sub-inspectors of 
police. But may I ask, Sir, w'ho is respf>nsible for all this)^ Is it not the 
Commissioner of Police? I beg to submit that it is a fact and from 
papers it can be shown that if a Mussalman happens tf) be a senior most 
man in the (leneral Department and a particular vacancy occurs, it is 
aaid that that vacancy is for the special branch and promotion should 
be given from that special branch and if a Muhammadan happens to be 
the seniormost man in the special brumdi it is said that the general 
branch will be <‘onsidered for the vacancy, etc. vSo, Sir, for one reason 
or other, Mussalman officers of the Calcutta Police have been deprived 
of their promotion, and legitimate promotion ; and officers who have been 
highly spoken of have been passed over in preference to others. 

As regards the appointment of Deputy Commissioners of Police they 
are not recruited from the Calcutta Police alone but from the Bengal 
Police as well and I shtmld think there are several qualified and 
distinguished Mus«ialmans in the Bengal Police whose sendees might 
be, and sh(mld be, utilised for the administration of the Calcutta Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: This motion concerns the Com- 
missiemer. the Deputy Commissioners and the Assistant Commissionei*s 
of the Calcutta Police. As has been pointed out the Commissioner and 
the Deputy Commissioners are members of the Imperial Service. The 
Government attempt so to distribute the officers of the Imperial Service 
that they may be Uvsed to the liest advantage, and can offer no guarantee 
that there will be a Muhammadan or a Hindu officer in any post at any 
specified time. Assistant Commissioners are not recruited direct but 
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by prouK^on and I can offer no hojie that promotions will be made to 
tbeae superior offices on any othei ^round'i than what we believe to be 
merit. Communal considerations cannot come into the question of 
promotion. The fact that the Commissioner of Police and six out of 
seven Deputy Commissioners are Kuropeans should l)e some guarantee 
that no special favour is shown either to one community or the other. 
I oppose this motion. 

The motion of Mnulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

M5 r.M. 


Miulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. under the head “ — Presidency I'olice — Pay of 

Serfreants ” l)e refused. 

He spoke in iJeFi^mli, the Kn^dish translation of which is us follows : — 

“ The reason why I brin^ this motion is that Government spend 
Rs. 50,000 for 198 European (onstables while they spend Hs. 1,99,000 
foi 100 sub-inspectors who have educational (|ualification8 and other 
requisite qualifications for the efficient discharge of duties. 1 do not 
know why such injustice is done in this country. Objection has been 
made against this demand ever^’ year but Government have neither 
reduced the demand nor provided any remedy. 

Government i)ay Rs. 200 to every European sergeant in addition to 
a considerable amount of money they spend on motor-cars and (piartera 
for them. No less than eight <‘ducated Bengali constables can be 
employed with the money which is paid to a single European constable, 
r do not know that the duty of this highly paid constable is in 
any way more resjKmsible than that of an Indian constable draw- 
ing Rs. 20 or 22. The people of the country arc dying like beasts for 
want of food and cloth while Government are maintaining foreign 
nations with the hard-earned money of the poor tenants and raising 
the police budget from year to year. 1 think that the non-co-operation 
movement has come to take root in the country on account of the 
Oppression of the police. It is the |K>lice w'bo oppress innocent men in 
the name of preserving peace and order. Tt is known that the sergeanls 
committed inhuman oppressions on the inoffensive college students on 
the last hartal day. At any rate, while the unemployment problem in 
the countr>^ is crying for solution, it is inexplic^ible why 200 foreigners 
should be allowed to eat up tfiree aad a half lakh of rupees. Five to 
seven hundred Bengali constables can be employed with this money.'' 

Mr. TREVOR d. PHELPS: Sir, I have the honour to represent 
in this House the European Trading Community of Calcutta, and in 
their interests rise to oppose this motion, proposed by the member for 
South Tippera. 
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1 cannot help thinking that the mover shows either a lamentable 
ignorance of the needs of a large city, or a cynical disiegard for the 
progress and peace of Calcutta. 

Without dwelling on the great nec essity for a large body of men 
to control the traffic, which as all know, is now a serious matter, I 
would remind the House that, a force of men who can be relied upon 
to do their duty impartially and without bias, is an absolute necessity 
in this city where there are so many different communities, antagonistic 
to each other. This section of the force is accouling to the Government 
oi Bengal Administration Report of 1925-20 the only section of the 
force who inspired confidence during the riots and whose services were 
in demand from every quarter. I trust, tlierefore, that this Council 
will show its strong disapjnoval of this motion, wliich I cf»nsider has 
been juit forward only on racial grounds. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

BabU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 

Its. *'1,50,000 under the head ‘ 2()A. — Presidency l*olice — Pay of Ser- 
geants ’ be reduced by Its. 05,092.” 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: 1 notice that the motion before the House is 
on© for the total refusal of the <lemand for the pay of sergeants, under 
26A. — Presidency Police.” I think any fairminded man in this 
House will realise that, in a city like Calcutta, uhere the immigrant 
]K)pulation is so enormous, a force of this character is most essential. 
And that not simply because the town itself is full of so many outsiders, 
but also because of the nature of the city with its enormous congestion 
of vehicular traffic. All these things need a force of thoroughly 
disciplined men who are not necessarily drawn from the population 
of the town. Those who were through the riots of 192b will. I think, 
be bound to admit — whatever criticism they mav advance against the 
action of any individual sergeant — that on the whede these men did 
magnificient service. That fart has been proved bv the experience of 
many of us who were very much in the northern quarters of the town 
during those days, whan representative Indians, not only members of 
this House, but representative Indians not in this House, made stre- 
nuous endeavours to .secure the services of this force which you are 
now trying to cut out of the budget. T know that there are a number 
of members on the other side of the House who may have some cause 
to smart umler grievances in i-egard to particular members of this force. 
I am quite well aware that certain happenings in recent months have 
aroused a sense of I'esentment against the sergeants. After all, I would 
ask this House to remember that a policeman, be he a sergeant or an 
ordinary policeman, in times of stress is not necessarily the moat gentle 
of persona. Any one who has had experience of riots in dilerent parts 
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of wadd will realise that allegations of individual violence can W 
brought against any member of any police forc^ anyiivhere, when that 
force is under the etress and strain of keeping order under difikult 
circumstances. I feel therefore that members of this House who take 
that view remember that at times of stress, ibis force is most in demand. 
There is another point of view which. 1 believe, Las been urged by 
the other side of the House, and which I find some difficulty in referring 
to, because we are all anxious to keep away from racial issues. I 
believe that the uncertainty in the minds of some members with regard 
to this vote is largely due to the fact that the sergeant force is mainly 
recruited by Europeans and Anglo-Indians. It must he remembered 
that it is one of the most essential factors in regard to a f‘t»rce of this 
kind that it should be absolutely disciplined. You must have men in 
this force from the ranks of those who have been subjected to discipline, 
who understand the meaning of discipline, and who in times of great 
stress— communal or otherwise — act according to their training and 
experience. I venture to suggest that you are more Hkel^ to find that 
type of persons among the sections oi the coniniuiiity from which these 
sergeants are drawn than from among the other sections of tin* conimu* 
nitv. I would ask the members of this House to consider seriously 
the situation that will arise by a reduction in the staff of the sergeants 
or by the total reduction of tlie lorce, sin h as is suggested here. I 
have been, with the other niember.s of this House, a member of the 
Police Standing Committee for some time, and I do not think 1 shalF* 
he betraying any secrets of tlie committee u hen 1 say that we ha<l under 
discussion for several months the >'hole questiiui of the pay and pnis- 
peots of this section of the force which it is now suggested should be 
reduced out of existence. One thing was abundantly clear to every 
member of the Standing Committee and that was that the force as 
it exists is necessary. The second thing that was abundantly clear 
>^88 if we were to retain that force, if we were to get the right tvfa* 
of men, we must secure better terms of pay and better conditions of 
service. I understand that at tbe ]*resent moment considerable difficulty 
is experienced in getting the right type «d men fer this fon e. The 
reason for that is that the jmy and general conditions of this particulai 
service do not attract th^ tyjie of man that is most desirable. Endea- 
vours have been made in recent times to secure an addition to this force 
of men from the British army; yet when yon consider the terms under 
which privates, lance-corporals, corporals and sergeants in the British 
army are engaged in this eountrv', taking into considenition not only 
their pay, but their allowances with regard to house-rent, medical 
attendance, passages for their families to tbe hills and home, you soon 
realise that there cannot be any comparison whatsoever between the 
terms obtaining in the British array and the terms offered to the police 
force here. Therefore it was with a certain amount of regret that I 
beard from tbe Hon’ble Member that he did not propose at the moment 
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to pro(?etHl witji the Hrlieiiie for the enhaucenieut of their pay. 1 sincerely 
trust, howevei;, tliat there will be no delay beyond July in bringing 
forward the pr<)p«)Hal. Another thing that may be said with regard to 
this motion is that we are living in troubbrns times in this city and 
from all acuounts there would appear to be a growing nnsettlemeut 
among the great labouring communities in Calcutta and uj) and down 
the river. 1 would seriously ask the House, J would ask the represen- 
tatives of all parties, I w'ould ask the representatives of British and 
Indian trade and mercantile interests, as to whether they consider this 
an opportune time to suggest dispensing wnth the services of this parti- 
cular section of the police force. Whenever there is difficulty in regard 
to labour w'e alw'ays have iiiiinediate requests not only from European 
films, but also from Indian trading concerns, for the services of Euro- 
pean sergeants. Is it therefore wise to suggest a total reduction of this 
force in view of the present circumstances of the proviiu'e and of the 
city ? 

'Mr. PRESIDENT: It is now 1-30 p.m. and I must adjourn the 
House. I should tell meuihers that His Excellency the Governor has 
directed that in the event of motions of no-confidenee in the Ministers 
being dispos(Ml of before b-30 p.m. on Wedfiesday, budget business will 
be proceeded with. 


Adjoummeiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-‘U) p.m. on Monday, the itfth 
March, 1928, at the Town Hall, Caleiitta. 
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PnmaMiiis of ttio Bengal Legislative Counoil Ossembled under tho 
ovisions of the Government of India Aet 

The Couiu il met in the Couiieil Chamber in the Town Hall. Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 19th March, 1928, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Huja Man math \ Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon’ble Membeii> of the Executive 
Council, the two lion’ble Ministers and 103 nominated and elected 
members. • 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Vacancies in the Legislative Council owing to inability to attend 

to duties. 

*76. Mr. 8YED MO. ATIQULLAH: Will the iIon3de Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be jdeased to state — 

(/) the names, ^^ith the period of their absence, of the members 
of the i)resent Bengal Legislative Council who have been 
unable to attend to the duties of their office for a period 
of over two consecutive months; and 

{ 11 } the names (»f the membeis whose seats have been declared 
vacant owing to such absence? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (/) and (ii) The only case which has 
come to the notice of the Appointment Department is that of Maulvi 
Mohamed Sadeque whose seat was declared vacant on the 24th 
FebruaiT, 1928. 

Mr. 8YED MD. ATIQULLAH: Will the Htm'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is anybody's duty to bring to the notice of 
the Appointment Department such absences, and if any record is kept 
of the attendance of members? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: If an> lecord i^ kept at all, 
it is kept in the I^egislative Department and not in the Appointment 
Department. 
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Mr, tYED MD. ATIQULLAH: Will the Hon^le Member be 
pleased to state how it is that only one case has been brought to the 
notice of the Appointment Department? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The Appointment Department 
observed one case ; it is not aware whether there is any other. 


Port of Caloutta, house allowance of the Chairman of the 
Commissioners. 

*77. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a facd that the Chairman of the 
Commissioners for the iwrt of Calcutta draws a house allowance of 
Rs. 1,001 per mensem? 

(?#) Is it a fact that quartei-s are available at the newly-constructed 
Port Land Park? 

(c) Is it also a fact that for want of occupants the said quartei-a 
have been leased out to a member of a private firm for Rs. 700 per 
meuseiu ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bis 
Mr. A. Marr): ( a) The reply is in the negative. The Chairman is 
entitled to rent-free quarters subject to a maximum lental of Rs. 1,000 
per mensem. The rent c)f the house wliich he now occupies is Rs, 800 
per mensem. 

(M Y es; but they were not available when the lease for the Chair- 
man's house was entered into. 

(c) Yen. 

A M ambers Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state whether 
the houses already constructed by the Port Commissioners are not 
sufficient for the Chainnan? 


Tha Hon’hia Mr. A. MARR: Yes, but the house which he now 
voccupies had already been rented. 


A Member: Is there a lease? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: As far as I know*, there is a lease. 
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26 — Polica. 

MEMSER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Honmie 
Mr. A. N. Moherly): After what has fallen from my friend Mr James 
I do not think there is very much left for me to say on the subject of 
the pay of Sergeants. I think it is a very general opinion that this 
force is necessary in Calcutta as a very important sea-port town with u 
very large mixed population. When the unfortunate riots tM*curred in 
1926, the force of Sergeants was lamentably deficient (A voire : How 
does it compare with Hombayh and hud it not been that we were able 
to tide over the period witli tlie assistance of selected piivate soldiers 
from the two Regiments stati<»ned in Bengal, I do not (piite know what 
we should have done. Our attention was <‘alied b\ the (Government of 
India to this deficiency and it was then that we made it up. I repeat 
that this Force is absolutely necessary. 

The following motion was tlien put and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. d.oO.tKX) under the head ‘ 26A. — Presi- 
dency Police — Pay of Sergeants ’ l>e refused.” 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: That the demand of Rs. 23,659 
under the head ‘ 26A. — Calcutta Police — Temporary Force * be 
refused.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Hon’ble Mi, Moberl> hu’- taken away 
Rs. 4,00,(K)0 from his original demand, the lollowing motions do not 
arise : — 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM, Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA anil 
Khan Sahib ABDU8 8ATTAR: ” That the demand of Rs. 4,(Kl,(ll)<) 
under the head ‘26A. — IVesidency IVdice — Lump Provision for revision 
of pay of Calcutta police constables, Head Constables and^ Sergeant* ' 
be refused.” 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: '"That the demand of Rs. 5], 600 under the 
head ‘26A. — Presidency Police — Purchase and maintenance of motor 
cars ’ l»e reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA, Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF 
and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of Bs. 27.000 
under the head ‘ 26A. — Presidency Police — Secret Service money * be 
rafneed.” 
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Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: In the absence of MauWi Tamizuddin 
Rhan, may I have your permission to move the next motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Hs. .‘{1,55,078 under the head “ 20A. — PieMdency Police — Calcutta 
Police be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I have moved this motion with a view to show how sometimes 
the Muslim inhabitants of Calcutta have to suft'er ^jrreatly on account 
of the inade{|uacy (d' Muslim represeidation in the Calcutta Police 
Force. The butcheries and bnitalities tliat were perpetrated in the 
city in April, 1920, and later, in the name relijrion by the contend- 
ing? parties and f{»r the sake of law and order by the police, must be 
fresh in the memory of tlie hon’ble members. I wish I had a 

sufficdent command over the Kn^lisii lan^»’ua^^e to be able to ^ive an 
adequate description of the sufferin*?s of tlie people in that dark episode. 
That communalism swayed the conduct of the police and played havoc 

even with police discipline, is perhaps not alto(?ether unkncnvn. Had 

there beiui an adecjuate number of Muslim officers and constiibles in 
the force, many a catastro|>he would automatically md have taken 

place. I shall never forget the most impassioned sj)eech I have ever 
heal’d that was made bef(»re the H<»n’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dhanbari, 
while T was sittinj? with him at his pla<e, b\ a resj)ectable upcountry 
Mussalinan, some of wh(»se friends and relations must liave g’rievously 
suffered in the riot. Most pathetically <li<l he ap[»eal to the Nawab 
Bahadur to exert his influence with the Government to ^^et the 
Calcutta Police Force shut up foi a day. if he could not ^'^et their cu/m 
stopped. He seemed to have n<» d(»ubt that 24 houis would be sufficient 
for his peojile to settle their differemes with theii ojjpressors. The 
p(dice, he said, by restraininfr them while lettin^^ their opponents loose 
upon them, stood in the way of such a settlement. I do not know' what 
the Nawab Bahadur did; perhaps he did n(»thin^ as he was indisposed 
at the time. 

An instance of bow a j?rievous wronj? t an actually be done merely 
for want of knowded^e of the customs of a community, occurred at the 
time of the same riot. Hearing that an attack was made on some of 
their co-reli^ionists near about the AVellinffton Square a band of 
Musalmans of the neijrhbourhotal pnn'eeded towards that direction* 
An Assistant Commissioner of Police who was coining from the opposite 
direction met them (m the way and asked them not tc» proceed further 
in the direction they were going. But they insisted upon seeing what 
the matter was. The ixdice irsisted and some one in the crowd hit 
the Assistant Commissioner. When the Police saw their officer 
assaulted, they ran amock an«l in their mad fit committed such atrocities 
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as make tke hair of the victims stand on their end even now when 
they think of them. Some shops and a hotel in the neighbourhood 
were looted, furniture and ci'ockery were smashed and whoever wae 
found moving about or even awake in his house was mercilessly beaten 
and arrested. This was at about 2 \.m. when people are generally fast 
asleep. So when the non-Moslem police found people moving abcmt 
at that late hour of the night, they thought these must have been the 
people who made the n)w. If there were Mussalmans among them, 
they would have satisfactorily explained the situation and there would 
not have been all this mischief. It was the month of Ramzati, when 
those who fast get up at about 2 a.m. to take their last meal after 
midnight. 

The burning and desei ration of the Ximtala Mosque is another 
horrible incident to which a passing reference may be made. Some- 
10 pairs of door and window paneK were brutally wrenched from the 
walls along with the rJuiitkafs and piled in heaps within the mosque 
and burnt to ashes after being saturated with kerosene oil; the 
rninarates were bi'oken down by ascending lo the tennce by means of 
a large ladder constructed then and tliere with huge logs of wood 
forcibly pro<\n’ed from a yard near by. The (tovernment would have 
us believe that all this was done in ten minutes time. 1 need hardly 
SUV that all this would not have happened if the mos(jue had been 
pi'operly guarded b\ the police. Muslim i>oli(*e would. not have per- 
mitted such desecration of their sacred place of woi*hhij) ami Musliin 
officers could liavp averted '»uch unspeakable outrages b\ mere adminis- 
trative action without deiogation of jxdice diMOjiline and ireation of 
inter-comniuiml friction uithin the force. 

As was pointed out the othei dav, the (’ab-utta Pcdice Force haft 
not a single ISIuslim Deputy Fommissioner or Assistant rtunmissioner 
and the number of Muslim Inspeclorv and Sub-lnspectois is most 
negligible. Even the number of Muslim constables is fai below the 
proportion the community may reasonably claim. All efforts to get 
Muslims in the higher ranks either by promotion from within or by 
direct uptMiintment or transfer fiom outside, have proved futile. 
X^nless there are higher Muslim officers, appointment of Muslims in 
the lower ranks is not possible or even desirable for lensons wdiich I 
had better not mention here. The oft-repeated plea of efficiency being 
impaired by the appointment of inc'cmipetent men is painful to hear; 
for, the community never ui^ed that unqualified men should be 
appointed because they are Muslims. It may not be generally known 
that a sufficient number of Muslims with the requisite qualificationft 
ift now available. All that is wanted is justice and fair play in tb€f 
ftelection. What is most objectionable, is preferenc*e being given to 
equally qualified or even less qualified candidates because of their 
relationship with the men in power. Startling revelations may lie made 
if statistics were called for as to the relationship, paternal, iiiatemal. 
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matrimonial, ecclesiastical, of the higher officers in the Calcutta Police 
to their subordinates. My community certainly does not grudge other 
communities their share in the public services of the country; all that 
they ask for is their legitimate share, provided, of course, they can 
supply the required number with the requisite qualifications, which is 
not difficult for a virile race, at least in case of police service. 

245 p.M. 

Before concluding, I should like to refer to (»ne other matter, 
namely, prohibition of (‘ow-sacrifice within a nios(jue in Calcutta on 
the occasion of the lust J/I-nz-Zolm. If this is insisted upon in futui-e, 
I am afraid, it might lead to disastrous occunenccN. It should l>e 
understood that the (juestion of (‘ow-sacrifice witliin a Muslim house or 
inside a mosque stands on a foriting altogethei different from that on 
which the question of music before mosque stands. 1 think no one has 
an unquestionable right to use a puhli<* place in any way he likes, and, 
I think, Government is quite justified in interfering if there is risk 
of a breach of pea<’e. But has not every individual a right (1 put this 
question in all seriousness) to do within his own house anythiiiig that 
is not <’rimiiiul. not to speak of the performance of religious rites? 
Does the question of previous custom or anything of the kind arise in 
euch a case? 

l*erhaps it is not known to many that animal sacrifice is not 
obligatory on a Muslim who does not possess a ('eHain amount of pro- 
perty. So a Muslim who might not have offered sat'iificc for a time 
may he <d)liged to offer if when he ac(piircs the property (jualificathm. 
Besides, a Muslim may acipiire a house in a non-Muslim locality. If 
such interference with the performance (d leligious rites within 
private houses and pubru- places of worship were to be permitted to 
continue, I shall not be much surprised if some day smue Muslim 
divine were to issue a fatun declaring Bengal a Dnnt) Ifarh — a dire 
contingency which no lover of peace, be he a Muslim or a non-Muslim, 
can JHUitemplate with ecjuunimity. All tliis might have been brought 
to the notice of the authorities if there had been high Muslim officials 
iu the Police. Complicated questions, such as that of cow-sacrifice, 
have to be settled by mutual understanding between the different com- 
munities concerned. If, unfortunately, differences arise, breach of 
peat'e should be prevented not by pixdubiting the performance of the 
rites objected to, but by supporting with the forces of law those who 
want to exercise their legitimate rights. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Thei^ is one point in the remarks of the 
hou^ble mover of this motion for reduction to which I should like to 
draw attention. It is well known to all of us who are interested in 
this subject that the authorities do try and are anxious to increase the 
number of Muhammadans who are employed in the Bengal Police, both 
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here in Oidlmtte wMd upcountry. I think it is also a fact that these 
men are not obtainable at the present rates of pay. I would therefore, 
venture to suggest that if the hon^bls member who moved this motion 
would take himself about 100 recruits of suitable attainments to the 
Appointment Department, he will find that these men will be aiTepted. 


Mr. 8. A. SKINNER: I iUst week we heard that pn>visi(>n was made 
for all races of people in Bengal Jails. As a matter of fact people 
from all countries in the world come here, partly owing to the special 
attraction of this province to traders and industrialists and partly 
owing to the general growth of (dvilisatitm and amenities of travel. 
At the same time the people (»f Bengal are travelling all over the 
world and the>e factors are gradually beating down national enmities. 
On the other hand, I noticed in this House that there is no sul)ject that 
arouses so many party animosities as the pay and administration of the 
Police. A well-managed and diM-iplined police force is a great help 
to communal peace, keeps terrorists at bay and prevents the exploita- 
tion of the poor. We have in this province large bodies of industrial 
workers. There are unfortunately also a lot of f/oondas and upi'ountry 
bydnuishe.i who are out to harass the poor, who, if they do not receive 
proper police protection, have recourse to rioting. This rioting leads 
to bliMidshed and looting, which is all prevented by an ade(|uate police 
force. I think this (Vmncil, as employers of the INdice, shoubl support 
them in their useful work and, as their detractors are often eloquent 
whilst their admirers are silent, I should like to put in a word in their 
favour and to exju-ess a hope that the (Vtuncil will not discourage the 
force by voting for unr(‘a''onable leiluctiiin to staff and pa\ in this 
poorly-paid service. 

Mr. Travers ha> drawn attention to the fact that Muhammadans 
have not come forwar<l at the j>ay offered. ] think that is also tha 
case in many industrial concerns where there are very man\ anxious 
to employ moie of them, hut though they are ver> pool, they are not 
attra<'ted by the rate of pay which seme other individuals ate willing 
to work for. In the police force with its ver\ high stamlard men 
do not get more than the average pa\ even if they are believed to be 
better workers; therebire, these men drift t<i other idasses of eiiiploy- 
ment where their services are Wtter appreciated. 

TVie following motions were called but not moved: — 

MMlvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: That the demand of 

R«. 3,75,964 under the head * 26 A. — Port Police ’ l>e refused.” 

Blbll AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: ” That the demand of 
Ba. 39,63,000 under the head ‘ 26A. — Presidency Police ’ he reduced 
hj Rft. 2,00,000.” 
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Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I beg to move that the 4^mand 
of Rs. *'I9, 6^3,000 under the head **26A. — Presidency Police be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

The Presidency Polii'e is one of the most pampered departments of 
Government. The f<»rce consists of 5,535 officers and men and cost us 
about 37 lakhs. Their jurifuliction is over an area of 30-8 square miles. 

There are a (Commissioner of Police and Ki Deputy and Assistant 
Commissioners, 59 Inspectors, 103 Sub-Inspectors, about 212 Sergeants, 
besides nearly 4,0(X) cxmstables, armed police, sepoys, etc. 

Formerly Calcutta was divided into several sub-districts each in 
charge of a Superintendent with Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors under 
him. Now we have got a plethora of seperior officers. Have detective 
qualities and investigating abilities improved by the change P 

Crime is divided into political and mm-political. Several depart* 
ments deal with them. IVditifuil <*rime has its recjudescencd closely 
connected with some unpopular act of the Government. There are 
periods of lull and (|uiet, interspersed witli perio<ls of activity^ to 
meet whicli a costly Special Dejiartment i> not ab‘^(dutely necessary. 
Non-jxditical crime is so allie<l with ordinary ciime, thiit a special 
<letective department apart from the ordinary investigation depart- 
ment is not at all neces.sarv. A judicious distiibution of work and 
Mjuulgumation of fumdions can easily be made if onl\ the «iuestion of 
prestige does not stand in the way. For it i^ the (|uestion of prestige 
which is the hidden n)ck against which many a bar(|ue of reform had 
struck its helm and foundered. 

Some of the present thanas and outposts ma\ be abcdislied. I know 
that some thanas had already been done aua\ with — but th<‘ outposts 
created in their places are only a chantge in the nomenclature, leaving 
the framework (|uite intact. The several reporting centres should also 
be reduced to a reasonable figure and more power given to Assistant 
Commissioneis by the abolition of s<vme of the po'<ts of Deputy Commis- 
sioners, The number of Assistant Commissioners may further be 
reduced as also the posts of Inspe<*tors and Sub-Inspectors. Whereas 
in 1918-19 there were 27 Inspectors, their number inci'eased to 56 (more 
than double) in 1922-23 and 57 in 1927-28. Similarly, the numW of 
Sub-Inspectors rose from 81 in 1914 to 110 in 1923. It is now 99. The 
Sergeants’ numl>er increased fn»m 115 in 1914 to 152 in 1922 and 
214 in 1927-28. 

If it be said that the induction of staff will increase the number of 
crimes, T might refer this House to the Annual Report on the Police 
Administration of Calcutta and its suburbs. In 1924, in paragraph 20, 
Sir Charles Tegart said : “ There has been a marked decrease under 

the heads Robbery. Rurgarly and Theft.” This he described to the 
excellent administration of the Goonda Department and he said; “I 
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attribtlle tlw general fall in crime to more eIBcient night patrols coupled 
with the successful use of the Goonda Act and the arrest of the Faria- 
pukar Gang.” In the Report for 1926 (page 7), 8ir Charles says : 

** The fall in crime under the heads ‘ Robl>ery Burglar^ and Theft ’ 
since 1923 was maintained/’ The TiCgislature has since then armed 
the Police with some extraordinary jwwers against the liberties of the 
subjects. The Presidency Area Emeigencv Se<‘iirity Act of I92(i was 
passed in this Council in the teeth of jxipular op]K)sition — giving 
extraordinary powei*s to the Police — and people are being externeil in 
large numbers from the Presidency area. The TiCgislnture might now 
claim, in the light of experience, to sngge'^t economies in the adminis- 
tration ot the Presidency Police. 

The next point that I shall place before the Hou>e is the huge 
amount' paid in the shape of pay. allowances and charges on account 
of kit, and the disproportion between this amount and the amounts 
paid on these heads in the Bengal Police. The total amount spent 
on kit alone, excluding the Port Poli<‘e, in 3 years — 192(k — 22 — 
amounted to Rs. 5,40, S6S. Besides the special duty allowam'es paid 
to various branches of the force, there is the rent for residential 
buildings and allowances in connection therewith. Electric charges, 
too, are paid, I understand, in the case of Sergt*ants living in rented 
houses. Some scale ought to be introduced proportionate* to the pay 
drawn by officeis. While in (Calcutta the Insj>e<’tors and Sub-Inspectors 
live in wr.v good buildiiig-s and eveie the constables who used to live 
in huts in^ their native villages live in gcHul puc’ca buildings, what is 
the fate of the force which constitute the Bengal Police!' In the 
ReiM)i*t for 1924 (and the >tate of things is the same even now) we 
find : “ Nothing has yet been done to remecly effectively the want of 

proper housing . . they can only put forward the (‘omplaint that 

u force whicK by the veiy natuie of their duties is re(|uired to keep fit 
i» still housed in cramped and unhealthy (juarters, sometimes mere 
shanties which have been more often condemned than repaired.” 

The Calcutta standard will in future be the standard for the whole 
province and it will be diffic’ult to re.sist the claims of the Bengal Police 
for better housing and better pay. A unif(»rmity oi standard is 
ahiolutely necessary with a strict eye to economy. 

3 rtli. 

Much has been said of the need for detective training by members 
of th^* Force. In 192-3, the list of cognizable cases shows that property 
worth Rs. 18,41,042 was stolen. But only property worth Rs. 4,78,356 
was recovered. In 1924, the same worth, Rs. 14,42,322, was st4)len 
and Rs. 2,77,248 worth of propeity was recovered. In 1925, property 
worth Rs. 12,99,065 was stolen and only Rs. 2,46,106 worth was 
recovered. In 1926, Rs. 10,88,467 was stolen and only property worth 
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B«. 2,04,946 was racoT«rcd. The figures show investigation hy the 
police lead U) dwindling of the amounts recovered every year. This 
shows a sense of insecurity and is bound to spread consternation among 
the wealthy inhabitants of Calcutta, whose, properties the police are 
unable to protect or to trace in cases of thefts and burglaries. Look 
at the crime register to find out the efficiency or the lack of it, utterly 
disproportionate to the cost entailed. 

If you look to the cases of murder happening in Calcutta, in 1924, 
25 cases were reported, of which 21 were “ true cases.^' Fourteen 
cases only were sent up; the courts could find evidence to convict only 
in 5 cases. So out of 21 true cases, the police could find clue in 
5 cases only. In 192ti, 91 cases of murder were reported, all of which 
were declared true cases. But investigation led to only 17 cases being 
sent up — ending in conviction in t» cases only — leaving the mysteries 
in 85 cases remaining unravelled, and offenders were not brought to 
book. Does this show much of detective ability or improved quality 
of investigation? 

Take the burglary cases. In 1924, reix)^^ weie made of 1,282 
cases, hut only 859 cases were sent up, resulting in conviction in 806 
cases (Uily, So in 92t» cases no clue was obtained. In 1926, reported 
cases were t)78; 818 cases were sent up ending in conviction in 262 
cases; 411 <’ases were not investigated properly and no clue obtained. 

In tbeft cases in 1924, 5,084 cases were re}M)rted. Only 1,701 cases 
were sent up resulting in conviction in 1,487 cases. Here again 
8,597 cases remained undetected. In 1926, imported cases were 3,446; 
cases sent up were only 1,557; convictions to(»k place in only 1,295 
cases. So 2,151 cases were undetected. 

These figures show police administration requires pulling through. 
Every year increased amounts are sanctioned, hut improvements there 
are none. 

Speaking of the BresidencN INdice 1 cannot leave that subject without 
saying a few words on the part they played at Calcutta on 8rd February 
last. The police invaded educational institutions, Wlalxmred innoc^t 
paseers-by, arrested indiscriminately respectable people, in the niime 
of breaking the hartal. Harrowing details were published in the 
paper, authenticated accounts were given, to which no contradictions 
had appeared. On the other hand, the Commiseioner of Police issued 
hastily a one-sided white-washed report abusing the rate-payers whose 
salt he eats. Official justifications couched in plausible language will 
not be wanting, but the public will not be misled by them. Thia 
antagonism between the police and the public is a matter of infinite 
rsIgTet and all well-wishers of the country would like to see a difibrent 
order of things. 
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Itaiilvi ilSUL KASIM: I heg to move that the demand of 
Be. 39,63,000 under the head ** 26A. — Presidency Police ” be reduced by 
Be. 5. 

Ae I have said in the notice the objects of my moving this motion 
is to draw the attention of the House and of the Hon’ble Members of 
the Treasury Bench to the extravagant expenditure on the Presidency 
Police, both capital and recurring. Sir, in reply to a question of 
mine, we have been told that the recurring expenditure on the Calcutta 
Police in 1913-14 was about 16 lakhs and the same recurring expendi- 
ture in 1926-27 was about 35 lakhs. The expenditure has more than 
doubled in the <‘ourse of a decade or so. The capital expenditure in 
1913-14 was lakhs and in 1926-27 it \ins 7 lakhs, and I believe if we^ 
are to get figures for the intervening years we will always find an 
expenditure more or less nearer to the last figure than the first. Side 
b\ side with that, Sir, if we compare the expenditure on Education,^ 
what <lo we find? The total recurring grant for primary education in* 
1913-14 was nearly 19 lakhs and in 1926-27 it was nearly 25 lakhs. If 
you compare theso figures you will find that Government has been 
not <uily extravagant but lavishly extravagant on the f^alcutta Police. 
As I have said before in this House, the money spent on bri<‘k and 
mortar, on palatial buildings, (ui imposing offices, has been en«»nm»us. 
The Calcutta Police office, so far as the structure is concerned, marble* 
fl(»oring and the magnificent ceiling, will compare more favourably with 
the building known as Scotland Yard. But I may ask the Hon’ble* 
Member in charge of Police if the work done at liull Bazar is 10 per 
cent, of the quality of work done at Scotland Yard. '\Ve have 
gone more for show than for work. We have been given, 
Sir, by my friend who spoke just before me, facts and figures to show 
that HO far as detection is concerned and so far as the prevention of 
crimes is concerned, the Calcutta Police has not justified the extravagant 
and lavish expenditure. Sir, we have been told that the Police is 
an important department of Government : peace and order must be 
maintained at any cost and in order to maintain peace and order 
you must pay your policemen well. Sir, with the permission of the 
f would like to repeat a story told in the Bengal liegislative* 
Council some years back. It is the storj^ of a Muhammadan Nawab who 
by bis extravagance was practically ruined and his estates hud to be 
taken over by the Court of Wards, and the Court of Wards granted him 
a monthly allowance of Rs. ilOO. His friends asked him to make out :i 
budget for his monthly expenditure, and in preparing the estimate the 
Nawab put up the first item of a cook on a pay of Bs. 250. Then the 
pwple asked him if out of R«. 300, you pay Es. 250 to your cook, what 
will you have left to eat and to meet other expenses. Then the Nawah 
said “All the same he is an im]x>rtant member of my household, and 
unless I get a good cook, how can 1 keep my health. So, in order to* 
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fget a good cook, 1 must pay Bs. 250/’ In a similar manner ttie €b?em* 
ment of Bengal say that they must have an eliicient police and they, 
therefore, must spend all their resources on the Calcutta Police. Sir, 
I have not very carefully read the Annual Report on the Police Ad- 
ministration of Calcutta, but" any one who has mixed with the citisens 
of Calcutta, knows the people, and the man in the street, knows the 
general impression amongst the citizens of Calcutta, that if a crime 
is committed, the police can help the man if he can produce the culprit 
before the police, all the evidence necessary for conviction, and, if 
possible, he has sufficient money and then, and then only, will the 
Calcutta Police agree to take up the (*ase, or otherwise they will say : 
Prove your case before the court. So far as the prevention of crime 
iM concerned, the Calcutta Polh^e has proved to be utterly inefficient. 
My friend has read out the admission of Sir Cliarles Tegart, that the 
police has been vested with extravagant powers and even with the 
exercise of the most extraordinaiy powers, and if I may say so, with 
illegal powers ; they have not been able to show a satisfactory result. 
"Whenever the police are confronted with crimes and we find that they 
cannot either dete<‘t or prevent it, the poli(‘e say that our powers are 
insufficient — we want this power and that power otherwise we cannot 
cojw with this sort of crime. Sir, as an ordinary layman, I think at 
any rate that the existing laws of the land — the Penal Code and the 
Criminal Procedure Code — are quite sufficient instruments in the hands 
t)f a really efficient police organisation to detect or to punish every 
crime, but the (lovernment of Bengal, instead of charging their police 
-officers wdth inefficiency, will always try to prove their efficiency or 
to supplement them by granting them extraordinary powers. Of 
course, in times (»f emergen(‘y, extraordinary powers are needed, but 
in this country unfortunately once autocratic powers are created for 
■any set of officials or for the executive at the time of emergency or 
gfreat crisis, these powers are seldom withdrawn — they l)ecome 
enamoured of them; and if the (Calcutta Police are deprived of these 
powers, they will at once cry and say: “ We will not be responsible 
for peace and order and that will shake the foundation of the British 
Empire.” By the grant of these extraordinary pi>wers, the Calcutta 
Police authorities have practically, as is demonstrated by its own 
i*eport, removed a large number of people from the city of Calcilfta, 
■and it cannot Ik* said that all of them were guilty. Many have been 
eent on suspicion, and many for reasons which are best known to the 
authorities themselves. Sir, we want peace, but the peace of a city 
■and a town is not the peace of a graveyard, by the exercise of extra- 
ordinary powers and by the exercise of force. We are given peace, 
but the peace we now enjoy is more or less the peace of a buried city 
rather than the peaiice of a living city. 

-3-15 P.M. 

R«i HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURIS May I speak? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You will have an opj>ortuuity of speaking aftef 
motion No. 170 is moved. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Hut that motion. I under, 
stand, is going to lie moved on another issue. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As 1 have invited one diseussion on motions 
relating to the l*resideney Police, you will lie at liberty to disctiss any 
one, or all the is.sues, which are involved in these motions. I will raise 
no objection if you do so. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi 8YED A8DUR RAUF: That the demand of 

Ks. under the head ‘ ‘JfiA. — Presidency Police ’ lie reduced 

by Re. 1.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that the demand 
ol Rs. d9,(>d,(MK) under the head “ 2(iA. — Presidency Police ’* be reduced 
by Re. 1. 

I sent notice of this motion in order to draw the attention of this 
House to the distressing events that happened on the drd February 
la^t. now known as the hartal flat/. On that day, innocent passersby 
and students had t<> feel the fon'e of the baton ami were marched in 
pr<M es-^ioii to the lhana. Machine-guns were exhibited all over the <‘ity. 
All this was done in the name and the glorious name of law and order. 
The citizens had decided to observe a peaceful hartal, but the police 
with the aid of the afirat-jfrorovafeurx secured the situation in order 
to make the people feel, in order to bring the people to their senses, 
that the Oovernment was powerful enough to resist all demonstrations, 
hoM'ever peaceful and legitimate those demonstrations may be. 1 he 
Kxeiutive had taken, it is universally lielieved. the help of the poli(*e 
in order to wreck vengeance on the people. That is the verdict of the 
people and I speak it out openly without any reserve. To wreck ven- 
geiuice on the people for what the executive called an obstructive and a 
disloyal attitude. 

Tbs Hofi’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Disloyal to whom? 

Bftbu MANMATHA NATH ROY. Disloval to Government. T 
say again that it was a peaceful and wholly legitimate demonstration 
in file matter of the burning topic of the day — I mean the Simon Oom- 
miKsion. We ought not to forget in this connection the disgraceful 
scenes that were enacted in the vicinity of College Square and we ought 
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uut to for^fet in this connection what has been reported on reliable 
authority that the heads of a Government institution dealt with the 
students in a manner which^is wholly unbecoming of the authorities 
of educational institutions. It is also reported that gohie machine-guns 
were found in the vicinity of the Darbhanga Buildings. A reference 
was made to this at a meeting of the Senate some time ago, when the 
Vice-Chancellor told us that he was under correspondence with Govern- 
ment in this matter. We have not heard what has l)een the upshot 
of that correspondence and I wish the Hon’ble Member to tell us what 
the real facts were and what made the police bring up the machine-guns 
near the Darbhanga Buildings. A remarkable incident also happene«l 
in the vicinity of College Square. A student who was suspended some 
days before that event by the authorities of the Presidency College was 
singled out for attention by the Sergeant. Why and how was it that 
that student was singled out, out of the whole lot of students who were 
there? These are all matters for which aderiuate explanation ought to 
be forthcoming and 1 draw the attention of the llon’ble Member to 
what happened on the -Ird February, especially in the vicinity of 
College Square. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (hi nioie than one pievious 
occasion we had the opportunity to criticise the top-heavy nature of 
the Bengal Police. A comparison of the population, the aiea an<l the 
strength of the police force in the ditVerent niajoi jiiovinces will ‘<how 
that the police in Bengal is exceedingly top-heavy and that police 
expenditure is most disproportionate. The facts and figures that we 
cited on previous occasions go unchallenged; they were more ignored 
than answered. No .serious attempts were ever made to tackle them 
and answer them .stjuarely. A])art from those tacts and figure^ 1 just 
w'ant to bring out <-ertain other facts and figures for the intornia- 
tion of the members of this House. M> friend Maulvi Abul Kasem 
told us that the police expenditure in this province reminded one of 
a highly expensive (’ook of a Nawab without proper allowance, ft 
will be seen that the judice expenditure in Bengal amounts to nearly 
2 crores of rupees. What is the spending capacity of Bengal in other 
matters? It is nothing as compared with that of Bombay or Madras. 
Take for instance the spending capacity of the different pitivinces. 
The budget estimates for the year 1925-2() of the different provinces will 
show that while Bengal could spend altogether only Rs. 1 
its police budget was so high as Rs. 1.89, 00, (Hh), that is about 2 crores. 
When Bombay could command a spending capacity of R.s. 28.19,00,(HK(. 
it had not been spending as much as Bengal ; its budgpt provision for 
police w’as Hs. 1,77,(X),(KK) in the year 1925-20. Madras with spending 
capacity of Rs. 18,80,00,000 budgeted in 1925-20 only Rs. I,9d,00,ff60 
for its police, almost the same amount as that of Bengal. It will thus 
l>e seen that we in Bengal spend for the police a disproportionately 
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larger amoant of money than either Bombay or Madras* and w# budget 
for the police expenditure without any regard to the spending <>apacity 
of our province. « 

I have some other figures reaily to show that even our heavy police 
expenditure, increasing by leaps and bounds in recent years, has, 
tar from bringing alnjut the niiilenniiiin, not even le<! to any remark- 
able increase in the efficiency of the service. Let us compare the figures 
of 191d and 192-1. From the figures of that decade it will at once be 
seen that in 1913 the total strength of the police force was 20.362, 
whereas in 1923, it was 24,138, so the strength of the police was much 
increased during that decade. The expenditure also i*ose to dispropor- 
tionately high figures; thus if the total cost of police in the province 
in 1913 was Rs. 73,00,000 only, in the de<-ade ending with the year 
l92-t®t rose to Rs. 1,39,00,000 — that is there was an increase of Rs. GO 
tu 70 lakhs in police expenditure in the course of only 10 years. But 
did that lead to a e(|ually more efficient police serviced I maintain 
not; and I challenge the llon’ble Member in charge of the Dejiartment 
to sh(»w bs ([noting tacts and figures, not merely by uns\i])ported sttite- 
ment^, that the police have become doubly more efficient on account of 
liie additional strength and additional cost. Let us coinjiare tin* figures. 
'I'lte investigjition of crime, it must be admitted, is one of the main 
duties and functions of the police force, and let us see bow the figuies 
undei that head comjiare. In 191-3, when the police force was only 
29,009 and police expenditure was less than three-fourths of a crore, 
to he exact Rs. 73,00,000, 78,189 cognizable cases were inv(‘st ig-ated, but 
in 1923, \\hen the police strength rose to 24,(KMt and the <‘X jiendituie 
also rose to Rs. 1,39.00.000, flu* total number of cognizable crimes 
iiivest igated was 74,000 only. Thus there was a droji of 4,<Mt0 cases: 

/ c . 4.000 less cases Mere investigated in 192-3, as compared with 1913. 
Rut it should be remembered the poli«‘e expenditure almost doubled by 
that time and the police strength in 192-3 wuis larger than that of 1913 
b\ exactly 4, 0(H) men. I challenge the Hon’ble Member in charge to 
contradict these figures. 

3-30 p.M. 

Then, Sir. as my friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose has also shown, 
there has been less and less recovery of stolen property. Let us com- 
pare the figures again of the la.st decade. In 1913, the percentage of 
cases in which properties stolen were recovered, so far as cognizable 
cases were concenied, was 24*3, and what was the percentage in 1923P 
It was 21-4. Then, again, in non -cognizable cases this percentage was 
8-2. What was it a decade after when the police expenditure was 
doubled? Well, it was 6*2 per cent., i.e., 2 per cent. less. These 
figures certainly show* that all talk of progressive police efficiency and 
all arguments that more and more exf»emliture has led greater arnl 
greater efficiency is pure nonsen.se. I, therefore, think that it is high 
time that an inquiry should be made into this high police expenditure 
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and thAt strenuous endeavours should be made to bring it down, at 
least t6 make it commensurale with the spending capacity of the 
province. 

Babtl AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Sir. 1 rise to supjmrt the 
motion of my friend, Habu Bejoy Krishna Bose. I ask the Council to 
pass this motion and thereby express its sense of disapproval of the 
conduct of the police on the drd February last, that is, on the hartal 
day. Sir, I live in the mufassal and was not in the thick of the fight 
at the time. I can, therefore, take a more dispassionate view of the 
matter than the Calcutta people. I have read the reports of the wcur- 
remes on that day as published in the Indian newspapers and also in 
the Anglo-Indian papers. I have carefully studied and analysed Sir 
Charles Tegart’s statement, and I have not found that the chargeAnade 
in that statement against those who t(M)k pait in the h/irtal have b^n 
substantiated in any way. Whether Sir Charles Tegvirt was correct, 
or whether those who took part in the harUtl were (‘orre<*t. is a matter 
of dis])ute no doubt, but the i)eople called tor an impartial emiuiry into 
the matter, and up to date no such enquiry has been held, t )n the other 
hand, if 1 can s.iitsfy the Council from the statements and evidence of 
reliable peciple, avaiiist whom nothing can he said, I submit ^^e are 
entitled to a verdict in our favour. Now, what a e the < barges which 
have 1 een made against the pe<q)]e who t(K)k ])art in the hartal. These 
charges may be classified under iwo heads: they are to be found in 
Sir (’harles TegarCs statement, namely, charges regarding orcurrence> 
wbicb tock place before the hartal day and charges relating to matters 
which t<»ok ]dace <ui the hartal day. Sir. if you look at Sir Charles 
I'egnrCs report, you will find that he says that clnhorate arrangements 
Mere made for observing the hartal. This is exactly what ]»p says: 

During the two days preceding the hartal, the Congress party re- 
doohbnl tlndr effoits. <aiJes of intimidation were frt*()uent, and there was 
an intensive (listrihution of literature urging the necessity for observing 
the hartal and throwing veiled threats against ]tarties who were believed 
to he opposed to this jmqKisal.^’ These are the main charges made as 
regards the incidents ^^hicb happened before the hartal day. and then 
on the hartal day it is said that people who lioarded tram-cars were 
molested and damage was done to the tram-cars and various other mis- 
chiefs were done. Now, Slir, 1 would remind you that for some time 
^be^re the hartal, the St4tt^,fman had been announcing that if any person 
wanted to take legal steps against those who took part in the hartal, 
the Statssman would finance those people; and you also know that one 
of the most eminent counsel of the Calcutta Bar offered bis 
servii'tK for the purpose, Fp to this time, however. T do not know 
if any suit or ca.se has been instituted for any damage done by the 
hartalists, if T may so deecribe them, or whether any proceedings what- 
soever have been taken in the low courtvS by any aggrieved party, and 
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I do not know wiiether that euiiiient counsel had to refuse brief 
in the High Court in order to be able to attend or conduct cases in 
(•onnection with the hartal. Up to this time we do not 
know that any party has made any eomplaint whatsoever of any 
damage done to his property. No doubt it has come to our notice that 
some damage was done to the tram-cars, but I would come to the origin 
of that: I will tell you who did that. You know, Sir. it was given 
out in the press some time ago that af/ent-provocateurs were at work to 
stir up trouble. Even Kigh officials have told us that ngent~provocafeur$ 
were appointed from time to time to can-y on the work of the Govern- 
ruont. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have denied that on several 
occasions. 

Babu AMULYA CHARAN DATTA: Please hear me out. In this 
case, Sir, of course 1 urn not speaking from personal knowledgt* of the 
appointment of agent- proxovateurs. A highly-respectable gentleman, 
I mean Dr. Bidhon (liandra Boy, made a definite charge against the 
police of not taking steps to arrest a boy who was seen by him pelting 
sbines at the tram-cars ami also definite charges of assault by the i)®lice. 
Dr. Boy is prt'sent here and he will bear me out. This is w’hat Dr. Boy 
says in his statement to the Press published in the Forward : — 

“ I noticed ot e boy in pnrti< ular with a green shawl. At first I 
could not dec ipher wht se figure 1 could see rushing from one point to 
another and apparently busy doing something. I moved towards bint 
and I 8' tually saw liini picking up a stone. I asked him who he was 
and he refused to give an answer. I asked the policeman there to 
arrest him. But he did not. Just then Dr. K. N. Ghose, wlio was 
apparently watching disturbance from a chemist shop opposite, crctssed 
over and told me that he had seen the very boy throwing stones from 
sly different points along Biissa Bond. 

“ Before T <-onld get tlie boy arrested I heard a shout and noise 
coming from the diicction of Sir Ashutosh Mukberjee’s hons<». I 
rushed there and found two Scigeants and about 15 polic emen rusliing 
out of the gate of Sir Ashutosh’s house and one of the Sergeants was 
hitting everyone light and left, I happened to come to gri|is with him 
and snatched the lathi from Iiis hand. On turning ncnnd 1 saw Mr. 

N. Bannerjce and jxiinted out the sergeant to him. He bore no number 
nor did any of the policemen, Sergeants, and constables bud any number 
on.*’ 

Then Dr. Boy has said that he asked a jsiliee officer to take steps 
against the boy w'ho w'as throwing brickbats, but be would not listen 
to him. Then Dr. Boy goes on to say : ‘‘ Just then a European officer 

of the Calcutta Tramways Coinpany iiished into the police-station and 
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tf»ld Banerje^, Deputy Commissioner of Police, that brickbats were 
being hurled at tram-cars near about Kalighat-Russa Road corner. 
Mr. Banerjee asked me whether 1 would be prepared to go and stop the 
crowd pelting stones. I went across and I appealed to tlic pe jj)le not 
to crowd the footj)ath hut home. I tried to find out the persons 
who were throwing bricks. As I have said before, a police officer was 
asked to arrest a lK)y who was throwing stones, but that was not done. 
I'hat shows that there was something behind the scene. If th^t boy 
really belonged to the party of the hartalists^ the police would certainly 
have rushed at him. As regards wanton acts of aggression and violence 
with which I (“barge the |)olice, I would quote before you the statement 
of Sri jut Krishna Kumar Mitra, cne of the most respected members 
of the Indian community. Even his worst detractor and enemy, if 
he has any, would not impeach his veracity in any way. And this 
is what he says. His statement api)eared in the Forward of the 8th 
I'ebruary : There is nothing in the one-sided report of Sir Charles 

Tegart to confirm or contradict. But I must emphasise that assault 
on the crowd by the police was frantically indiscriminate, severe and 
even brutal.” Continuing, Srijut Mitra said: ” Chased by the police 
the crowd took shelter in my house — in the privy and in the kitchen 
belo^'. Some constables even entered my house to beat them. As 
regards the Hindu S(diool affair, I find Sir Charles naturally silent. 
Assault by the police on students and teachers, by scaling the walls, 
^\aB absolutely uncalled for. Can anyl>ody believe that the teachers 
threw brickbats at the police ? ” This is a very heavy imrictment 
brought against the police by no less a ])erson than Srijut Krishna 
Kumar Mitra. As 1 have already submitted to tin* Council, an open 
inquiry should be made into these charges. Police lawlessness was 
rampant in Calcxitta, and the people had to ])ass many anxious days.' 
I am ready to change my oi>inion if Government causes a non-official 
inquiry to be held in the matter and a verdict in favour of the police 
is recorded. I (rust the Hon ’hie Mr. Moberly will explain to the 
Council why this inquiry has been shirked. I might add. Sir, there 
is evidence of many (dher persons, such as Mr. T. C. Goswami and 
some other gentlemen belonging to tbe Congress Party. It may be 
said that their statements were tinged with bias; but take the statement 
of Srijut Krishna Kumar Mitra and of the Vic'e-Chnncellor, of the 
jDalcutta TTniiersity, and other distinguished persons. All these state- 
ments make out a clear case of very disorderly conduct on the part of 
the police. 

t'V45 p.M. 

Sir, so far as the mufassal is concerned. I c«n speak of mm town 
from pervsonnl knowledge, rf:., Hooghly. On the •‘Ird of February, at 
about 12 noon, I wa.s informed that there was some disturbance before 
the College gate. I went to the place and T saw that there was a police 
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cordon of 40 or 50 constuhies round about the College gate. I asked 
the Superintendent of Police as to whether the British Empire was in 
danger so thnt so much police force was required m order to drive away 
two or three boys from the College gate. The Superintendent of Police 
told ine : — “ I i‘m not resjmnsihle tor this. It is the authorities who 
l»ad sent for me 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not discussing what happened at 
Iloogkly. We are discussing the Calcutta Police. 

Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, 1 heg your pardon. 
What I have said is sufficient to justify us to pass the severest (‘ondein- 
nation on the Calcutta Police, and the only way in which the Council 
<*an do it is to pass the motions moved hv my friend Babu Bejoy Krishna 
Jtose and others. 

Mr. F. E. ilAMES: 1 should like to make u few observations in 
legard to the references that have been made about the incidents on 
the of Fehrnarv I should like the hon’hle member who has just 
spoken to know tliat I have not hud the advantage (d having before 
me the doubtlcvss unimpeachable testimony of various gentlemen who. 
weie interviewed by tlie rejiresentative of Forttard, But, Sir, I do 
hap]>en to have the advantage of having been an eye-witness for the 
greater part of tlie day of the incidents a Inch took place in and around 
College Square and the (-orner of Harrison Hoad and ('ollege Street. 1 
suppose that nol>o ly would (huiy that a /lor/o/, if stricdly observed, is 
a perfectly legitimate form of exj)ressiug a p<dilica] grievance. Tlie 
ditficulty about Fehruarv ‘bd i.o* that the harftil was not observed. 1 
have always understood that hartal iinuuis that p(M)]>le should remain 
within their hous s and close up the shutters of their shops and should 
not venture into the streets, thereby exj^ressing luitional sorrow or 
indignation at some actual or supposed calamity. Now, Sir, there is 
plenty of evidence available which 1 should be ]»repared to give ant 
member here — evidence of my own eyes — evidence oi actual incidents 
which happened to friends of mine — iiiemhers of my own office staff — 
there is ample evidence to show that the hartal was not cdiserved in that 
way ; that there was an attempt on the ]»urt of a large number of |wople 
to force those of diffeient persuasions from Ihemselves to observe the 
hartal by jireventing them from entering buses or trams and actually, 
ill some cases, to my knowdedge, dragging people from tram-cars alia 
o<*casionly by hurling bricks into buses and tram-cars and in other ways 
forcibly endeavouring to prevent jieople fn>m pursuing their normal 
avocation. Bnriag the whole time I was at the northern end of the 
town I did not see one single machine-gun. Towards the aftenKM)!! 

I did see one armoured car which patrolled in the neighbourhood of 
College Street and was an object of very great curiosity to those who 
were standing about. 
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NdJ^, Sir, fycan my own’ob^rvationi’ln regard to this day I should 
Ilk# tOi«ay thr^, things. Lv shall endeavour to say these things in a 
manner which I hop^ will not hurt the feelings of 'any single member 
of this House, because this is a. serious matter and very serious issues 
aie involved. ‘In the first place I do not think any section of this Houj^e 
should in any way feel disposed to blame the students who took part 
in the disorders of that day. I believe that the student population in 
the north end of the city was very largely exploited. This is one of 
the most regrettable — perhaps one of the worst forms of exploitation 
of students in general. I have had the honour of working among 
Hengali students for the last eight years and I do say in all sincerity, 
without any desire whatever to flatter, that there is no finer body of 
rherf in the whole w’orld. The Bengali student is one who is prepared 
t(» go to any length to serve what he believes to be right. There \b 
tiu lK)dy of men any where which is so sensitive to a])peal8 to national 
sentiment; and yet this very body of men-students everywhere are in 
the most sensitive period of their life — were exploited by leaders of 
a particular inditical i)arty. Their feelings were worked upon by the 
Swarajist jjress in a series of the most appalling issiies T have ever seen 
inciting them to the worst kind of racial hatred; and then their services 
w<»re used for the hartal. And who is to blame them it they were 
( arried away ? Who is Idame them if excesses were c(»mmitted in the 
enthusiasm of their national feeling ? 

Secondly, I should like to say that in my ojnnion no sensible section 
of this Rouse should blame the police. An hon’hle member has just 
lead various extracts from interviews with prominent men giving 
instances of excesses that have been committed by the members of 
the lh)lice Force <m that unhap])y day. On the other hand there is 
the report of Sir (^harles Tegart, which seems to indicate that the 
behaviour of the police on the whole was exemplary, but that excesses 
w*ere <’Oinniit<ed by members of certain political groufvs. As a matter 
pf fact, it vvonld he almost impossible to arrive at the exact truth in 
the matter. I watched the police in ( ne of the most dangerous and 
difficult siK)ts for several hours. I cannot say that all of them behaved 
with extreme gentleness, hut as 1 said the other day, when a body of 
l)oliee have the difficult task of keeping order — keeping order is the 
fiist thing which is in their mind and nothing else. But I will say 
this: that they were in a very difficult situation which was not of their 
Most of them had been on duty since 4 o’clot^k in the morning 
and had had very little sustenance of any kind. They were subject 
to continuous provocation from the student crow'd wdiich was looking 
on, and even my own somew'hat imperfect knowledge of Bengali enabled 
me to realise how great that provocation was. The j>olice had to keep 
order under a continuous fire of criticism, slander and accusation, 
hurled at them by groups of excited students. These men haTI to 
endure that kind »>f thing hour after hour and had to keep the peace at 
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a very diflcult time an4 ^ ^^>7 dzScult place, x wufuwr my 
late, as far M I was able to observe, that tU^se* meii^ did their duty 
well and di# it under the ‘greatest fjossible forb|^mnce. Having said 
these tw<^ things I would go one step, further, and 1 would say this J 
that I believe in all sincerity that those who were fesponsibls' for 
organising tiie hartal are the people who are really responsible lor any- 
tiling that happened on that day. 

In the first place, I have referred already to the unwarninted use 
of the student class for this purpose. I do not knoiv whether I piwsess 
any influence in this House, but if I do I should like to appeal to the 
members on the other side of the House who are in charge of a vevy 
imi>ortant and influential party. There are hundreds of parents' in 
3engal to-day who are sick at heart at tlie |K)sition in the educational 
institutions in this town. Is it not time to stop using thes<* fine yoiing 
men in the flower of their youth, when all their energies should he 
(oncentrated ui>on bettering their educational (|ualifications h* Is it not 
time to stop exploiting these maguificient young men Y Secondly, if 
you are going to declare a hartal — if you feel that it is a necessary i)iirt 
of your political demonstration, then, may I suggest to the organisers, 
that they observe it themselves f If this hartal had been proj)erly 
observed by the original organisers there would have been no tiouble at 
all. It was not observed in that way. 

In the third place, may I suggest to the gentlemen on the other 
•ide of the House that in any case under modern conditions in a great 
city like (‘alcutta a hartal is a very dangerous weapon indeed. Why Y 
Because it unloses the forces of disorder and violence. After all during 
the whole time I was in tlie northern end of the town I felt that if 
the police had only to deal with the student |M)pulatioii it would have 
been a very easy matter. But, Sir, behind the student |K)pulation there 
\\a8 a great restless crowd ot cithers, including f/ftondan — men who were 
simply out to cause trouble, men win) l aused sc» much tiouhle in 1926. 
If the police, as I have said before, had simply to deal with studenfl,‘ 
they could have done it with half the force or a (piarter of the forc‘e. 
But it was not that. If you unloose tlie blood-hound of hate — if you 
unloose the blood-hound of disordei — if you unlcKise the Idood-iiound of 
violence — who shall say where these foul dogs will stop their course. 

4 r.M. 

I would, therefore, earne.stly appeal to the members on the 
side of the House, especially those who are resjKinsihlc for the leadership 
of that great party which has taken such a prominent part in this 
House. I would ask them seriously to consider these two points — fl) 
can they not relea.se the students of Calcutta from the evil spell under 
which they at present live, and leave them free for the work which 
they are sent to do by their parents in the Fniver.sity; and (2) can they 
not once and for all either perfect this weapon of the hartal so that it 
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is no more two-edged, or cast it way altogether «nd go back ag^in to the 
more^onstitutional justifiable forms of p<ditical agitation? 

^ Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: ^ have listened very patiently 
to the j^ppeal and to the sermon of Mr. James. We shall listen to the 
appeal when he ceases to be the official apologist of the House and when 
he has learnt the Bengali language a little more than he knows now, 
as it is only then he would he in a position to give an opinion. I had 
been a resident of the Y. M. C. A. for six years and I know that 
Mr. Jaraes^ predecessor in offi(‘e knew Bengali a great deal better. I 
say this for this particular reason — as my name has been brought in 
■connection with this particular discussion. I say at once that of all 
the men whom I saw ouf on that morning, I hardly saw one Indian either 
nsing force or abusive language tow^ards the police or the public. On 
the other hand, I say that every act of cruelty that I have seen — I will 
give some instances of these — was done deliberately and more than 
what was justifiable under the circumstances not by Indian policemen 
but by the European police Sergeants. I say further that there was 
-one police Sergeant at the corner of Kali ghat Road and Russa Road 
who was an exception to the general rule, and who carried no baton 
and used no violence whatsoever. When I went myself to get the crowd 
back he turned round to me and said : “ leave the crowd alone to meA' 

That man actually succeeded without any use of force in pushing l)ack 
the W’hole of the crowd and thus peacefully regulated the traffic. What 
■does that prove? It proves that the force used by the Sergeants 
was unjustifiable and as such provoked the people to use force in return. 
I have been told by Mr. James that these boys had btdiind them a very 
large number of fjoondas. I do not know’ whether Mr. James considers 
-some of the members of this House as f/oomlasy May I ask him — he 
ought to have more official information than we possess — whether the 
police know every f/oofifhi in the town »>f Calcutta. Sir Hugh 
otephenson told us on one occasion and Lord lA’tton in his Maldu speech 
eaid that the authorities have got their finger on ev*ery f/nomla in 
Calcutta. May I ask, knowing full w’ell that the hartal was going to 
take pltwe on the 3rd February, if Mr. James’ reading is cerrect that 
the goondas were respfjusible for creating the disturbance, what steps 
were taken by the executive authorities to stop these goondas fi-om com- 
ing out on the streets on that day? I deny on the floor of this House 
the statement of Mr. James that any Congress people did anything. I 
had not seen one Congress volunteer using any force or using any 
abusive language. You can take it fn»m me for w'hat it is worth. He 
had seen only one small part of the town. I was that morning in two 
very disturbed oreaa, that is to say. in Russa Road from 9-30 to 12 noon 
•and then again froiu 1-30 to 3-30 p.m. in College Square. My profee- 
■eion took me to Russa ' Road. When I was opposite the late Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherjee’s house, I saw the police dragging pc^le about. 
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I (rot down from my car and tried to find out ^hat the i^asou was. 
I was told that Mr. Hamaprnsad Mukherjee hnd two of his brothers 
were taken to the police lock-up and I followed the crowd to the thana. 
There Mr, Banerjee, the Deputy Commissioner, said that the police 
Mould not proceed with the case ng^ainst the Mukherjee brothers. We 
come out of the thana. When we came back in front of Sir ^Vshutosh 
Mukherjee^s house, we found that two Sergeants and several poli<*emen 
were actually inside the house and assaulting people. An old servant, 
a man of sixty years of age, was brought forward by Mr. Ramaprasad 
Mukherjee. The man had M^ounds at the back of his head. T showed 
it to Mr. B. N. Banerjee, who inquired which policeman had caused 
this injury. I told him that I could not identify the Sergeant as he 
lM>re no number, but I pointed out a police Sergeant and said, “ he 
is the man ” and I asked Mr. Banerjee to take up the case. In other 
j)arts of the city, too, I olwerved that the policemen had no nuinl>ei*s 
<Shame, shame I'i. I say deliberately that there must have been 
instructions from headquarters that the fwlice numl>ers sho\ild be taken 
off on that particular date. 

The H0f1*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY* How Wt*re they dressedl^ 

^ Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: They were in khaki. I aaw Htis 
in Russa Road, also in Bow Bazar and (Vdlege Street. I followed the 
Sergeants and the European members of the force and other officers, 
and not one of them had numbers on their shoulders. (Shame, 
shame!). However. 1 pointe<l the man out to Mr. B. N. Banerjee, who 
said that he would make in<iuiries, but T do not know what inquiries have 
been made. I Mould like to knou- M'hether Mr. James believes that 
this old servant of GO was throwing brickbats!^ What justifi(*ation had 
the police for rushing inside Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee’s housed 

Mr. F. E. JAMES • I was very careful not to make any allegatioifk'* 
against any particular group either on one side or the other. My 
argument was simply that hartal is dangerous. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr James, you were not l)eing misrepresented 
by Dr. Roy and I do not think that he is now raising any point to 
which you can reasonably take any excejdion on personal grounds. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am giving an account of what 
I actually saw. I saw Sergeants entering a group of houses l»elongitig 
to Sikhs. I found one man was very' excited, with a dagger in his 
hand, and he said: I am going to kill that liian with a topi on.^* 

I desire to tell Mr. James that if I had not Wen there that man would 
have stabbed the Sergeant, and I desire to further add that it is not the 
members of the Congress who are responsible for the disturbance. In 
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inctf they stopped me^y disturbances. I do not deny the statement of 
Sir Charles Te^^art that i;ram -cars were stoned, and on this point I am 
inclined to' a^rree with Mr. James that th^re was a crowd of goondus 
who threw brickbats for tlieir own purpose. If Sir Chaijles Tejjrart 
hud found that the trani-t»ars and buses were empty and 

were beiiij?’ stoned by the gootitlnx, what justification was there for 
keeping that iriitation alive before the public by allowing the 
train-cars to run and thereby affording opportunities to the goondas to 
commit further outrages? What justification had the police to put 
Sergeants and constables in front and behind the tram-<iars to make the 
tram-cars run in spite of the wishes of the people who had shown that they 
were anxious to observe tbe liarUil as they had closed their shops? Why 
must the police insist upon doing something which the public were not 
prepared to allow? There are three instances, glaring instances, in 
which l ean show how the jxdice protected the unprotected citizens on 
that particular day wdio wdiere trying to follow their normal avocations. 

I will take first of all the instance of tbe clerk of the University 
press, lie was passing from the press room to the main building 
inside tbe compound of the Darbbanga Buildings. Why should this-*’ 
man have been hit on the head when he was passing through the press 
room in the Darbhanga Buildings 1 am at a loss to understand? 1 am 
toijfl that at half past four the police (*ame and found that there was 
a crowd and they pushed the crowd down Peary (Jiaran Sarkar’s Stieet 
and into the gi^ounds of the Darbhanga Buildings and hit the man who 
was passing from one part of the Imilding to the other. Was this done 
, to show that law' ami order was being maintained (Shame, shame!). 
Was this ])r(»tecting innocent c itizens anxious to do their daily w^ork? 
There w’as another man who w^as going along Beadon Stre^ towards 
Kiintolla tlhat to go to the Mint to attend to his duties. He*' was hit 
by a police Sergeant and taken to the hospital and the doctor in charge 
of the Mayo Hospital reported that his condition was very s^ious. T 
j^^do not know whether the man is in the land of the living or dead. 
These instances will show* that the police should have a little more 
imagination than to assume that merely by the use of machine-guns 
nr armoured cars or by batons they would be able to drive the citizens 
to do w'hat the bulk of the people are not inclined to do. With regard 
to the particular part of the t(»wn of which Mr. James has spoken, T 
may say that I was there from half past one to three-thirty. When 
T reached th<‘ north-w'est gate of College S(|uare I found a police 
Sergeant and 25 police constables pursuing a cn)wd inside the College 
^ Square right along towards the south, then along towards the ea.st till 
they reached the place near the Sanjihatu office. I and my friend 
Mr. Goswnmi, wdio was with me, asked them if they were going to chase 
us also, and to this a Sergeant replied : “ These men have I'een throw- 

ing brickbats, and he pointed out one small missile.” I .said, that 
“ inatead of using force, will you wait for three minutes, and see if 1 
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cannot dispell the crowd?’* If Mr. James ppreeent there, he would 
have personally seen that in three or four minutes the whole of the crowd 
was dispersed. Mr. James has said that it would have Imeii better if 
the Cougrys people and volunteers had not stirred out on that day. As 
a member of the Congress party I can (daim to have saved at least the 
life of one European who was going to be stabbed with a dagger, and 
I can also assuro the House that but for the intervention of the Congress 
people the situation would have been worse. 1 am not prejnued to 
accept Mr. James’ statement when he says that the students of Bengal 
for whom he has the highest respect, were exploited by the leaders of 
a particular group, and that the worst kind of racial hatred was aroused 
in them. Does he not know that in his own country and in all Euro- 
pean countries in events of this character when the j>eople ’8 feeling 
has been excited over a particular j|uestion, students always take the 
lead? Has he forgotten that when the students are excited they go to 
exeH>Ne>? Has he forgotten the (K‘(‘asioii when Pussybwit Johnson’s eye 
was gouged out by students? Tf Mr. James gives up this position aft 
an apologist for the official party and makes us an appeal, w'o shall 
accept his appeal and follow' what he says. 

(At this stage the memlier having reached the time-limit resumed 
hi*' seat.)'^ ; ^ 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: 1 do not w'ant to make a speech, but 
I want to add one instance to the many instances of my friend, 
Dr. Bidhau Chandra Roy. Near the New Market tw'o or three Congress 
volunteers were trying to disperse a crowd. T saw with my own eyeft 
two Sergeants in khaki who were without any niimher assaulting them 
absolute^ unprovoked, and when T asked the police w’hy this assai^t 
was mane, T was immediately arrested. I was taken to the Maidan — 
they had a free drive in my cm — and after a sliort tijne they allowed 
me to g 0 , saying, “ All right, you can go now .’’ Sir, we on this side 
of this House do not feel any indignatitm about the treatment. I men- 
tion this instance not in a spirit of complaint, beciinse we, ('ongress- 
men, do not make any complaint of this behaviour. After all it is by 
assaults, physical force and illegal arrests that a foreign jiow'er main- 
tains its supremacy and makes political agitation impossible. Even 
if we have to fa<*e machine-guns and policemen whose identity cannot 
f>e tra<*ed, we must be prepared, and there is no cause for indignation. 

[At 4-20 p.M. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-30 p.if.] 

Babu SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to make a 
few* observations in lending my support to the token cut proposed in the 
Police budget. I would first of all enter my emphatic protest againj^t 
the conduct of the police Sergeants on the last hart^jl about which the 
previous speakers have referred to. T do not think there is any necessity 
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of employinj?, and that in increasing numbers, Sergeants who look 
down upon Indians so much, that we often hear of serious complaints, 
about their ill-treatment in public thoroughfares. The traffic Sergeants 
are a positive nuisance to the Indian car and bus owners for in taking 
down numbers of cars for alleged violation of traffic rules they do not 
act impartially, and consequently Indian motor-car owners and drivers. 
sufFer. The treatment they mete out to private, that is Indian, bus or 
taxi owners or drivers is no better. If the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Police portfolio wo\ild kindly inquire into the allegations, as 
published in last Sunday's Fonrard, the hand fides of my charges 
would l>e evident. They allow the utmost privilege to the Tramway 
and Walford buses, whereas they show their vindictiveness hy harassing 
the private bus owners, in consequence of which the public, for whose 
convenience the private buses run, suffer much. I would suggest that 
the (h)mniiHsiom‘r of Police should recruit Sergeants from amongst 
eflicient and (jualified Indian youths of good family and physiijue. As 
regards the Mounted Police, tlie leas said the better. T fail to under- 
stand, what eflicient services they render, except using their sticks on 
intiocent football ground cr<»wds and flourishing their (anes before 
peaceful gatherings on the Maidan, during Proclamation Parades and 
u^such other occasions. T would next point out that there is not a 
Higgle Indian Indding a permanent ai)pointment as a Deputy rominis- 
sioner of flic (kilcutta Police. I may mention in this connection, tliat 
although an (‘rninent Ilengali officer has been officiating in that post for 
about two years and who rendered signal servi(‘es during the riots at 
considerable risk of his life, yet he has not been made j)ermanent for 
reasons best known to the authoritie^i. T think there must be a limit 
to the colour prejudice in public offices. 

<<r 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Mr. President, 8ir, 1 do not know what to admire 
most in tiie speech delivered by Mr. James before tins House adjourned 
for prayers. T do not know whether T should marvel at his ignorance 
or at his im]mdence. He hoK brouglit into this del>ate a mental atti- 
tude which I should think in his cooler moments he would he ashamed 
(»f. He has said that our students are (piite all right and that he has 
nothing to say against them, hut that they have been exploited by the 
leaders and that racial hatred has been instilled into them. I wish 
that for the sake of his countrymen at any rate Mr. James had left that 
aspect severely alone. T wish that before he has said one word in this 
House about instilling racial hatred, be had lead a little of the 
Hritish Indian hitstory. I wish that before he took courage in Wh 
hands and tried to deliver a sermon to the political leaders of this 
country, he had read the history of British rule from 1857 onwards. I 
lyish he had read the pages of histor\* since 1857. for if he had done 

he w’ould have found out from there, written in letters which cannot 
he effaced, that i-acial hatred wi\o first instilled into this countiy by the 
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Britishers who were in this country from 1857. Which student of 
history doesf not know that after the year 1857 racial hatred was sought 
tu be instilled into the minds of the Hindus by the Britishers by their 
>logan that the Muhammadaiiis must be suppi*e^edP Who does not 
know who has read the records of history and the attitude of the British 
rulers from 1857 onwards, that it was said again and again that the 
Muhammadans must be suppiessed^ And w'hyP — because forsooth the 
Muhammadans took part in the Sepoy Mutiny. 

Now, Sir, coming to another feature of racial hati-ed — w’ho does not 
know that since the time of Lord Dufterin a dift'erent form of rtuual 
hatred was instilled into the minds of the peopled That was continued 
light through till we come to Sir Bamfylde Fuller of recent times. 
From the time of DutVerin the slogan of tlie British nileix of this 
country was not that the Muhammadans should be su])pressed, because 
they felt then that the Hindus had be<*ome a ])ower because of their 
Congress and tlieir jxditical activities. Tiiorefore, the slogan ha<l to l>e 
(hanged, and the new rslogan was tliat tlie Hindus must be sujipressed. 

I do not want to labour that aspect of the (juestion, because th«ie of 
us who have read the history of British rule in India — and huNe not 
read it vain — kncjw exactly by whom racial hat ltd was instilliul into this 
••niintry. 

Now, Sir. Mr. dames has pretended that he knows all about the 
activities <»l the politi<‘al leader.^ of this country. I can (juite lealise 
that the idea of students taking part, even a modest part, in the political 
activities of the country should h(‘ btoked ujxui by Mi. dames as some- 
thing amounting to sedition or blasphemy. It would not lx* seditiou 
oi blasphemy to print in your selnxil text-bookis — printed and published 
outsnle India and circulated in our juimary and secondary scluiots-S- 
“ Salute an I'inglishmau whenever you see h'ln hut it would certainly 
lx* hlaspbemy if you were to tell youi young men to use sinuJenhi goods 
or to boycott British cloth or not to take part in any demoiwt ration in 
favour of the Simon Coinmi.ssion. That was really at the hack of 
Mr. dames’ mind and the diseomfiture . 

Mr, F. E« JAMES: On a point of personal ex))lanut ion. Sir I said 
no suc h thing nor was any such thing in my mind and I must ask your 
protection against mir^representation in this House. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: I could not hear what Mr. dames said just now’ 
and 1 do not regi’et it, be<*ause I do not think, having regard to the 
spetM*h he delivered a short while ago, he is capable of saying anything 
which is relevant to the matter. 

Now. Sir, the fact of the matter is this — the discoinfitnre which 
attended the efforts of men like Mr. James and his friends to create 
some sort of artificial agitation in favour of the Simon roinmission, a 
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discomfiture which is largely attributed to the attitude taken up by the 
youiijr men of this country, is Mr. James’ real grievance, and, therefore, 
he must fall foul of the political leaders of this country. There is a 
feeling ainongHt sonur in this countr>% as had been said in the past, and 
is being said now, that the young men of thivS country have no right 
to take an intelligent interest in pfditics. What is the exploitation that 
Mr. James is talking about? We all know of one form of exploitation 
which Viceroys and Governors have declared openly in their speeches. 
I (juote Lord Curzon’s speech at Silchar that “ administration and 
exploitation when rightly viewed are paHs of the same duty in the 
Government of India.” 

44f) p.M. 

That is the kind of exploitation we are used to in this country, viz., 
that administration and exploitation must go hand in hand and they 
have been considered righteously as parts of the duty of the same 
Government, namely, the Government of India. But what was the ex- 
ploitation that Mr. James vias speaking of? Is it suggested that if th# 
leaders of the country from the press or the platform advised their 
«f>urrtiynien as to the particular attitude to be taken on a particular 
political (piestion. that that is exphdtation ? We have no arms or 
ammunition behind us, we have no propaganda 'service behirrd us, we 
have mrt the resnuices of the Government of Irrdia behind us. neithei 
have ue their secret service money, nor do we import agents from out- 
side — whether Miss Mayo or anybody else — to assist us in this work of 
e^^rloitation. The only exploitatnm which the political leaders of the 
^ %^*^untry may be supirosed to be guilty of. is the advice which they give 
fifnn the press and platform to young and old to (diserve a certain 
attitude towards the political questions of the da^ . and if this is 
exploitation. I can assure Mr. James that the political leailers of the 
country are not ashamed of this exploitation. If the countrymen of 
Mr. James can sit in the Assemblies and in the Councils after declara- 
tions by Viceroys and Governors that administration and exploitation 
are parts of the duty of the (iovernment. if they are not ashamed of 
those declarations, if those utterances of Viceroys and Governors do not 
sting them w'ith remorse and shame and if even after those utterances 
they do not ” fly far from this country whose air they have polluted 
with their pestilential breath,” then I say that we, the followers of the 
|K)litical leaders of this country, need not be ashamed of any conduct 
01^ supimsed <’<»nduct on the part of our politi(‘al leaders. 

Now, Sir, Mr. James has pretended that he knows all that happened 
on the hartal day. Is it news to Mr. James that the Sergeants of the 
Oalcutta Police who appeared on the public streets that day had none 
of them their numl>etTfi on them? Was it merely an accident that 
the Sergeants of the Calt'wfta Police who appeared on the public streets 
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tliat day lip nunibera on tkemp Is it nows to kim that tke own- 
stables ab^Aad no numbers on them? I want to know if that can be 
called an ipident or was it not a part of a deliber|ite design^ a deep 
game, so tint in case they were found guilty* oj|^ committing excesses 
in the public streets they might have some opportunity of running away 
without any risk of identification? That charge has been made from 
the press and the platform and up till now there has been no explank- 
tion from the countrymen of Mr. James who control the Calcutta 
Police. They have no explanation to offer as to why they turned out 
Sergeants and constables without any numbers on them. Is it news 
t(* Mr. James that the teachers of the Hindu School, Sashi Bhusan 
Saha. Karuna Kumar Bauer jea. Kali Kumar Rakshit. were amongst 
others assaulted in theii class rooms? Was it a case of exploitation 
of the teachers as well? Was their mental attitude towards the Simon 
Commission divined by the Sergeants and constables of the (hilcutta 
Police in such a manner that these three gentlemen were picked out 
from the rest and assatilte<l in their class rooms? When their superior 
ofhc'eiN asked for redress, no rediess was given. AVas it exploitatipn of 
Heathers by the political leaders of the country? 

Now, Sir, coming to the menial servants, is it new's to Mr. James 
that the durwan of the Hindu ScIkk)! was seveivly assaulted? Is it 
the suggestion of Mr. -lames that he also joined tlie young men in the 
streets and shouted “ liande Matar<im I can <|uite i*eHlise that the 
cry of Bande Mataram is sedition to Mr. James and 1 can f Mit. James : 
Nonsense.] quite realise why he of all persons should get up in this 
House and defend the gross excesses of the police, w'hich were witnessed 
by some of our leaders themselves, including the leader of the Oongi'lss 
party, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. Tcaii quiier^ 
realise that the only <'ry which will satisfy Mr. James is the cry %>f 
*‘(b)d save the King.” We have no objection to that cry'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : This is absolutely irrelevant. Mr. James never 
said so. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: I can quite realise the mental frame of Mr. Jamet 
and the members of the Calcutta Police which will admit of the only 
<ry 


Mfs PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have already ruled that you can- 
not raise that point. 

Mr.S.C. BOSE: Sir, I can quite realise that if the students were left 
plone on that day the police would have found to their great annoyance 
peace in the streets of Calcutta. What was going on that day un^l 
the police turned out on the streets? Peace was prev4|iling everywhere. 
That was what was witnellad by the peopk and it was only when 
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Irantie attempts were made aud made amongst otl^ers ^by persons w1m> 
w^ere on the staff of the premier college df the province, namely, the 
Presidency College, that the jmlice turned out in large numbers. When 
tl^ arrived on the ^ot they found the gates of the Hare and Hindu 
^bools closed and that there was no trouble but, of course, the closing 
of the gates did not bar the police from jumping into the grounds of 
life Hare and Hindu Schools. The result was what I have dreamy 
described. , 

There is a further tact to which the attention of the House ought to 
be drawn — and that is the incident that t^K)k place at Bhowonipur. My 
friend Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy has referred to that incident. That 
incident at Russa Road took place in the morning between 8 and 8-30. 
Do we not know that is a statement of fact which has not yft been 
challenged by (Government'' Do we not know that the house of the 
late Sir Asutosh Mukherjee was raided, though it is admitted that there 
was no trouble inside the house and none of the inmates sought for 
police help. That occurrence took place in the morning before the 
students arrived on the K<‘ene and, a<‘Cording to Mr. James, exploitation 
of the students by the leaders began and frantic attempts were made 
t(» disturb pea<‘e and order. 

More wrongs are done in the name of law and oidei in this world 
than we cun think of. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. S. C. MUKERdl: 1 have heard with vejv great attention 
thte speeches deliveivd by Mr. F. K. .lames and Dr. Bidhan 

Dhundra Roy — two men for whom 1 have profound respect 

uid 1 cannot for one moment entertain the idea of iballeng- 

ng any of the statements made hy these two eye-witnesses 

)f what took place on the hartal day on the 3rd Februar\\ My 
)nly regret is that such an eminent lawyer as Mi. Sarat (’Iiandra Bose 
jhould deliver a speech which is likely to inflame communal passions 
ind racial hatrad. The difficulty of the situation. Sir, is that neither 
tfr. Tames nor Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, though they were eye-witnesses, 
an say — and 1 challenge them to say otherwise — that they witnessed 
m the .3rd February us to how the ti'oulile began either at College 
hjuare or at RuSvsa Rond in front of the house of the late lamented 
Viv Asutosh Mukherjee. T am perfeidly ceitain that none of these 
wo gentlemen can tell this House how the trouble began and who 
hrew^ the first stone or who took the lend. T do not blame that the 
tudeiits were out that day. I do not blame that there were thousands 
f sight-saers wl^o were out that day, uor do 1 blame the police that 
he^* wera'^eter^n^d ^eep peace aud order and see that the tram- 
ars were allowed to run tfumoleSfipd, WBan' the leader| of the hartal 
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declared tik^re shoiUd be a hartal on the 3rd February, they should 
have knoWtt* that there would be a tug-of-war between two parties — 
between t&Hie who were determined to see that people were not 
molested alid those that were equally determined to see that the hartal 
was effective and successful. Both were determined to carry out theh* 
own objects — the police determined to see that tram-cars were allowed 
to pass unmolested and the people who were willing to go from oma 
place to another to pass in peace and the other, the supporters of thd 
hartal, to sea that the hartal was a success. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask the speaker a question, 
Ml. Speaker? 

Ml^« PRESIDENT: A member may rise on a point of order when 
iinother membei* is in possession of the House, but he cannot be allowed 
to jmt any question at that stage. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: The supporters of the hartal, I say, mustered 
in their hundreds and thousands to make it a success. I have it on the 
unimpeachable testimony of a lawyer — a member of the Alipore Bar, 
who came to the Bar Library’ on the 4th Febmary and in the presence 
ot a few membei-s of the Bar, including one member of this Coum*!!, ft 
Swaiajist member — the testimon\ of a man which 1 cannot challenge — 
that he was just in front ot Chandra Nath Chatterjee’s Street where 
he found that stones weie hurdled at iram-cars and tram lines (Crtes of 
Name him, name him!) when the poli<-e did not do anything. There 
was another who was just in front of Sir Asutosh Mukherjee’s house 
before Dr. lA C. Roy arrived there. I)i. Bidhan Chandra Roy arrived 
there at alamt 8 or 8-30 a.m. and I am giving the events that happened 
on the testimony (d one wdio was pre.sent theie at 7 a.m., that stones 
Avere hurdled at tmin-cars by the <rowd. Well, that was the only 
thing that could be expected,' when the two parties were detei mined 
that day to carry out their objects. And 1 was also told that there 
were thousands of people who ran away into Sir Asutosh Mukherjee’s 
house after stoning the tramways iC nen o/ (Question, question! it is if 
lie. ). 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Will the member be allowed to 
make such statements, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Roy, it may be that some of his remark® 
are not palatable to you, but if you want to contradict them, you can,, 
do so when the opportunity comes to you. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: It is not a ([ueffti^n of remarks 
being palatable or unfialatabi^ to hut fhey ‘are false. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ch) on, Mr. Mukerji ; 

*r* 

Mr, 8. C* MUKERJI : Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy has spoken of things 
whicdi he witnessed, but I ara speaking of things which occurred before 
his arrival, namely, that which happened at about 7 in the morning. 
Stone-throwing began from the early mni-ning, much earlier than the 
time when Dr. Roy arrived 

5 }\si. 

Dr. Roy is speaking ol facts which he witnessed; he can uof speak 
of facts which he did not witness. Sir, stones weie hurled in the morn- 
ing before Dr, Roy arrived on the scene. H^proar.) 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Would the members on this side of the House 
(the left) act up to my suggestion. If Mr. Mukerji’s statements are not 
correct, and if they want to contradict him, they should seek an 
opportunity to do so when Mr. Mukerji has resumed his seat and 
not till then. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Dr. Roy speaks of things he ^aw. I do not 
challenge them. I speak of things which happened before he arrived 
on the scene. I have unimpeachable testimony of lawyers Wlonging 
to the Alipoiv Bar, and these statements were made in the presence of 
a Swarajist M. H. C. 

Bsbu BE JOY KRI8HNA B08E: Tin* hon'ble niembei is saying 
-4hat some Alipore pleadem made those statements in th^ presence of 
a Swarajist M. Ti. (\ T challenge him to give the name of the M. L. C. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: 1 am sorry Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose has 
challenged this. T am ashamed of him and of his conduct that he has 
the courage to challenge this. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: On a point of peihonal explanation, 
Sir. lie says he is ashamed of my conduct and he is abusing me. But 
I am asking liim to give the names of the Alipore pleaders, and he has 
not the courage to mention theit name^. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot rise cm a (mint of personal explana- 
tion at this stage. Mr. Mukerji, you need not take notice of these 
interruptions. 

Mr.SkC. MUKERJI: Thank you. Sir. I am speaking of what 
happened liefore Dr. Roy arrived there. I do not hold any brief for 
the police, nor do T hold any brief for the Government, nor for the 
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students mud the crowd who aslembUd there. These people mustered 
there for a tug-of-war I say th|i)t the police went there to see that the 
tram-cars ran unmolested; they were not allowed to do so. You went 
there to have a trial of strength. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order. Sir. Is he 
entitled to show his fist to us? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a friendly fist. ])i . Roy. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: It is not for you to i‘onie liere now and say 
that the polii‘e did this and that. (Fproar.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. I niu>t again a>k the members 
on this side of the Hou>e not to do things which may lower the dignity 
of the Council. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERdI: You invited this tug-ot-uai. \ou invited this 
tiial of strength. You sent youi Congress workers to see that the hartal 
was effe<*tive on the did February. Well, you had the tiial of strength. 
Why do you now come here and lament that the police did this and 
that, that they treated shabbily the students ami the crowil who 
assembled there. Why don’t you take it in a s])ortsmanlike sjiiiit and 
leave things as they are. Don’t throw the blame on the ]>oli(*e. It was 
a funny day and it was a very funny thing you wt*re doing, and the 
great hartal leaders oug*ht to thank their stars tor all that took place 
on that day. You u anted thi^, you com ted flii'^, you invitcMl this, and 
>ou had it with a veng-eaiicc. liOave thing' the\ are. irpioai.i 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: At iIh* tine when I came 

to this Council to-day I thought that the pr<M'eedings would b(*conii* so 
dull and uninteresting that the Imsiness of the Hou'-e would soon C(mie 
t») an end. 1 congratulate myself and the members of the House for 
some of the most brilliant perfoi inanees which wc ha\e this afternoon. 

I now congratulate Mi-. James that he saved the situatieui for the time 
l>eing, but it seems the onslaught will now come on the hrond shotildeis of 
my friend Mr. Mukerji. Sir, I m>sell will not risk any such procetlure 
and I think discretion is the hetfei part of valoiii and shall conse- 
quently use a certain amount of caution as tc> what f say. After hear- 
ing l)oth side.H of the House it seems to me that we are g’oing a little 
bit astray. I do not think the question as to whether the hartal was 
justified, or as to whether there was a trial of strength or whether the 
political powers on Ixdh aides were <»ut in Calcutta on that day tor a 
trial of strength, which (oncerns us at the moment. The House is 
concerned with a token cut on the Fiesideiny Police to protest against 
certain excesses done by the ('ahmtta Police. I think we can safely come 
to a conclusion and express our views on that question without entering 
into the circumstances or justification of the hartal affair. (Inly the far;ts 
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of the last few hours or mi nu tea will Aop; that any such discussion 
the question of the justification or hthejfwfsl^ of the hfirtal will JbHng Us 
into an arena in which you, Sir, the. Pi^^side^nt, will have soofl to inter- 
fere. As to whether the hartal was justified or not is a matter which 
should be tabooed by us, because this is a question into which we can- 
not enter. The only question is :is to whether the Presidency Police 
did a certain amount of excesses whicli has been reported in the news- 
papers and spoken to on the floor of this House. Sir, I ceHainly have 
seen some of the very j^rave charges in ilie newspapers and I have 
heard the repetition oi these on the floor of this House and all I can 
say is that in the interests of the police itself it is desirable that some 
imiuiry should be made as to whethei these ext^esses were committed 
or not. Even thoug^h my friend Mr. Mukerji may be correct in saying* 
that both sides were out for a trial of strength, I think, it would l»e 
better, in the interest (»f the police, to have such an in(|uirv as to 
whether the police were out for a tiial of st length, or whether they 
were brought out lest there may be some tiouble. and. I think, the 
Hon’ble Member in (‘barge of law and older will agree with me that 
it will be in the interest of all (onceined to have such an imjuiry. My 
view is that the charge that theie was a tiial of strength between 
(iov(‘rnment on one side and the Swarajists on the othei will, I think, 
be repudiated both by the (iovernment and the Swarajists. I would 
onl\ say that some «)f the alleg-atioiis made are so seiiiuis — I do not say 
whether they are true oi not, because I have no personal knowledge 
— and as these allegations ueie made by peisons whose un mi peach- 
ability is above (pu'stion, the matter should be* imjuiied into. For 
instance, the affairs in tlie (’alcutta Fniversity and in the Hindu 
School reiiuire investigation. 1 do not belong: to that school of thought 
who think that tlie {Mdi<’e shoubl not be brought in at all. 'The jiolice 
must be there if theie is any chance of laM and ordei being lirokeii. 

1 would certainlv sa\ that consideiing the gia\e allegations that are 
made ag'ainst the police foice it is in the interest^ of the jioliie force 
as well as in the interests of the country as much in the interestN of the 
administration also that sinh charges should be unjiartially im|uired 
int<i and the public given an opportunity of knowing the results of 
RU(’h an imiuiry. It ie from this point of view that I look at this dis- 
cussion, and 1 think, it is very much to be regretted that my friend 
Mr. Mukerji has given such a tone to the discussion as would make 
the members of this House enter int<» an arena of controversy. At 
the same time, I think, Mr. dame.s has to a certain extent been mis- 
understood. He has put forward a certain point of view and we 
Hhould have a little bit of toleration; I do md say there is no other 
point of view, but I do say that Mr. James has a right to be heard 
without interruption, as much the other memWrs of the House should 
also be heard without interruption. This is so far as the Calcutta 
Police Force is (‘oncerned. I am a mufussal man and T have only 
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one word to say about Calc^J^^f^oU<^^ namely, the paucity of Muasal- 
man members in the Calciitta PoKce. I hope that by bringing in that 
element ^ would be able to divert the attention of the Council from 
the bickerings that have been going on for some time here. As I have 
bc^n repeatedly saying, we do not appitiach the question of paucity 
of Muhammadans in the services from the point of view of sharing 
the loaves and fishes. The true basis of a sirardj is that each com- 
munity will have full opportunity to realise itself in the principle of 
self-determination. Taking our stand on that j>oint we think that 
in the administration of the country there should be a certain {>er- 
centage of Muhammadans, because they form the bulk of the popula- 
tion. There has always been an attempt to say that (jualified Muham- 
madans flure not available, but. I think, we can re])udiate this charge 
that (|ualified MuhammadanN are not available to-da> . 1 do not know 

what my friend Mi. Travers meant when he said that 100 Muham- 
madans would be appointed if available. The other da> the Hon’ble 
Ml. Moberly, who I know is very much sympathetic to the Muham- 
madan point of view, said the principle of (Government in the matter 
of promotion was tliat sucli (piestions should be determined entirely 
by efficiency. Sii, T may jierhaps quote Mr. Kamsay Macilonald in 
tlli'^ connection, who said that there are two words on which the 
(Toveinment of the country is based, namely, prestige and cHiciency. 

word, cHiciency, is very vague and, 1 think, the word can be 
adapted to suit the reijuirements of tlie time. I know the Hon’ble 
Ml. Mobeily Is concerned, lie has always attempted — 1 know 
him not from t(»-(lay but foi years j)ast — to <lo justice whenever facts 
are presented t(» him; but the difficultv oi the Muhammadan com- 
munity conies in when facts are presented him in a. manner which 

has the eftc‘ct of juact icallv shutting out the Muhammadans from 
<‘eiTain posts. ‘'I'lie Iburble Mr. Mobeily will remember that when he 
was (’liiet Secretar\ a specific instance was brought to his notice*, that 
when a pcc-st in the (’alcutta Police was adveitised sev(‘ral Muham- 
madan gracluate'^ applied, but ultimately a mere matriculate* non- 

Muhammadan was a])jKdnted to the post. The Muhammadan com- 

munity would not have an\ grievance if cjuaiifi(*d min-M uhaminadans 
are taken in preference to non-c|ualificd Muhammadans. The Hon’bb* 
Ml. M(dK*rly will admit that it i^ very difficult to give facts; it is 
difficult to say exac tly how the claims of Muhammadans are super- 
seded. But the fact .stands that there have been several cases in the 
Calcutta Police wheie the claims cd the Muhammadans ha\e not been 
properly looked after and even supeiseded. 

5-15 r.M. 

To give one instance. There is a geiieial complaint that there is 
a paucity of Muhamniadan.s in the higher .services — in the grude.s of 
Inspectors and Sulvluspectors. 1 think it is not very difficult to make 
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out whether it is so. I do not blame anj^body, but what I do say ia 
that Muhammadans in the lower service ’^ate treated in a manner in 
which they do not get their chance to be promoted as Inspectors. I do 
not blame the Government or the Honl)le Member in charge. I do 
not even blame the OominiHsioner of Pol ire. But I do say that the facts 
are so piecluded that somehow the claim.s of Muhammadans are ignored 
on account of the interest of relationships or otherwise. That is the 
Muhammadan grievance against the Calcutta Police. When the 
word “ efficiency ” is put in a matter of Muhammadan claim I have 
a strew suspicion that there is a substratum of meaning implied in that 
expression. The Muhammadan community feels it very bitterly. So 
far as the l^iesidency I’olice is concenied, all I say is that it is not 
possible for me to say whether that force is up to the mark or not. 
The (hilcutta Police are being run at a very high cost. And we 
members of this Council ought to suggest to the Hon’ble Member in 
charge to start an inquiry as to what should be an adequate charge 
for Cabmtta. After all, it is never said by anybody that the Calcutta 
Police are not to be maintained at its proper strength. The difficulty 
comes in where statistics step in and we find that during the last few 
years the amount has gone up very much higher. T do not mean that 
the ('alcutta Police should lose its efficiency, but I do say that the 
('ulcutta Police, in comparison with the mutassal Police, is being 
giveij too much money. Sir, T am not entering into the details. My 
criticism is only of the general charge. There i'^ a glowing appre- 
hension that the expenditure is growing tremendously high. That is 
all 1 have to say. Tiustly 1 may say it is desiiable that the discussion 
should he carried on in a manner in whi< h theie should be a little less of 
personal not(‘ and personal rancour. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 am sorry i have to plead 
m.\ d(*fi( iem y in n(»t having a powerful voice to shout like my friends 
on the other side of the Houx*. But I will nanate one or tuo incidents 
in connecdion with the lust hartal, ] have seen them with my own 
eyes. I was passing along (\)rnwallis Street in the early morning on 
that day. 1 saw groups of piople stamling here and there on both 
sides (»f the footpath and shouting at the passengers who were travelling 
in t?am-cais e\ideiitl\ with the intention of creating- a f/ohnal. There 
is a tea shop in one of the corners of C'ornwallis Street near ShambaKar 
Tram Depot and the owner of the shop was seiwing tea to his customers. 
Some I’owdy people rushed into the shop and stopped him from serving 
tea. The poor man (‘ame on the street and lectured that he was out of 
employment for a long time. He tried to secure a job in the Cah utta 
Corporation and begged the Swarajists to help him, lie failed. He had 
now opened this ten shop and they had no right to deprive him of the 
only means of his livelihood. He appealed to them to let him open the 
shop, but all M*as in vain. There were some Congress men in the crowd 
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who wonW not on any accojint allow the man to seiwe his customers. 
And Ihis was a sample of peaceful persuasion practised by our patriots ! 
The poor man was heckled, abused and what not!^ Sir, I often read in 
the national newspapers about at/ent -provocateur.^. I found no sign 
of their presence or their activities on the hartal day. I saw stones 
were thrown into train-cars by street iinhins. I passed on towards 
College Street from Shainbazar. I found people shouting, hooting and 
booing right and left and general pandimonium prevailed at important 
junctions and the wliole atmosphere of (^alcutta was thi<‘‘k with sensa- 
tional rumours. I heard that a very sensational thing had happened 
at the Presidency (V)llege and that the Principal had handed over 
certain students to the police Sergeants who thrashed the boys. I saw 
some students of the I’lesidency (\>llege late in the evening and they 

told me that it was all untrue. Wherever T went 1 found people 

were being cjirried away by all .sorts of ruimuirs about police excesses 
and some of them were almost in a panic. I must confess fi'om my 
experience of handling lalx)ur that the last hartal was badly stage- 

managed. If 1 had a part in tlie staging 1 would cei‘tainl> have 

achieved better results. 


Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: Sir, some of the mem- 
bers to-day have given their experience of what hajipened on the drd of 
February. They have tried to show what the police were doing in order 
to maintain law and ordei on the did of February. I will mention one 
or two instances to show .how anxious they were not only on the ‘Ird of 
Februaiy, but t‘\en before tlu‘ drd of Februaiy to see that no hartal 
could be observed. \ meeting was proposed to be held at the junction 
of Harrison Koad and Ihigayapatty on a private plot of land. Ihunns- 
sion was obtained to hold th(‘ nieiding at that place. Soioe of the 
Joh uk u ms who ti ied to make tlie hartal a failure informed the police 
that if the meeting was allowed to be held, hartal in Ilarabazai- would 
be complete. As soon as the police were informed, about a hundred 
Sergeants, con.stables and Mounted Police arrived on the scene and they 
surrounded the place and would not allow the meeting to be held there, 
though permission from the person to whom the land belonged had, I 
understand, been obtained. The police obstructed the persons who 
wanted to hold the meeting there. They would not allow them to 
enter the plot of land. The police were asked to show w'hat authority 
they had to prevent persons from entering the plot of land. They could 
show no authority and they said that they had the orders of the Tom- 
missioner of Police not to allow the meeting to be held there. The 
meeting wa.s attempted to be prevented by force. That is the kind of 
law and order that they were preserving on that day. On the 'Ird it 
seemed that there was going to be a big war. We found a very large 
number of jjolice going alwcut even Wfore people had left their bed. At 
about 5 or 5-30 in the morning all the streets and stieet-corneif* and 
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what have been, described as ‘‘the strategic points ” were occup^d by 
the police. That is the kind of arrangement that the police did^liiid I 
noticed several instances where the police acted in a manner which was 
certainly hot justified by the circumstances. 

Mfi L« Ti MAGUIRE* I did not intend joining in the debate, but 
it seems to me very unfortunate that the question of police should 
always be discussed with such an amount of heat and acrimony. I can 
well appreciate the members of the other side levelling criticisms and 
pointing out, as some of the members have done, that the increase of 
expenditure does not appear to hje justified. These are mniters of 
opinion. Hut why, when we discuss a cut in a department, we should 
bring in such a lot of acrimony and so cause racial bad feeling passes 
my understanding. In discussing this question it seems to me we have 
entirely overlooked all the human elements that must exist in a situa- 
tion like this. One party in the city had made up its mind to observe 
a hartdL 1’here were other peo|)le wlio were e(iually strong in their 
dislike of any su<h suspension of their lawful activities. People in 
favour of susj)ension of activities had organised. 1 do not for a moment 
suggest timt they ojganiscd with any o})ject of causing a disturbance. 
What I fail to understaod is this: that when the people uh(» were in 
favour of carrying on their work and were against the susjension of 
any kind of work are prepared to allow that the p(‘ople in favour of the 
hartal were prompted by perfectly honest motives, ] do not really 
understand. I say, \vhy the gentlemen opposite would insist on ascribing 
ulterior motives to the a<*tivities of the p<dic«‘ and to those jceople who 
weie rmt to pcM form their normal avocation. It seenis to me that the 
whole trouble is due to what happens wfien twi» paities of men who are 
actuated b\’ difVeient inotiNi-s meet It i^ leally an example of mob 
psycholog.\'. fine body of nun sa\ we want to sir>p all the business of 
the town and we are gtojig- to fieisuade e\ei^bod\ in a perfectly peace- 
ful way b\ arg-uing with tlnun- 


Adjournment. 

The usual hour of adjournment being reached the Council was 
adjourned till i*.m. on Tuesday, the l*(tth March, at the 

T<»wn Hall, Calcutta. 



Pre t t ily of tho Bengal L^lslative Council assomblod under tlio 
; / proaisions of the Government of India Act 

The CouDcil met in the Council Chaml)er in the Town Hall* 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 20th March, 1028, at 2-10 i*.m. 


Present: 

The fion’hle the P resident (Itaja Manmatiia N \tii Ka\ Chau- 
DHURY, of Santosh). in the Chair, the lour Hoii'hle Members of the 
Executive Council, the two Hon'ble Minister', and 112 nominated and 
elected members. 
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26. — Police. 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: I stated yesterday on the day oi the 

hartal people came <ui1. I mean those in favoui of the hartal came otit 
\vith the best ot motives. 'I iie\ came (»ut to persuade people who 
were not joinin^^ in the hartal, to join in it. Well persuasion some- 
times, as I said yesteiday, leads to ar^rumeiit, and argument on a day 
like that when people aie p)in^^ about with nothinti: ptirticular to do, 
lejoK to a ^^eneral sort ot argument. Crowds collected, ?mturally there 
weie heat(*d woid> ami alter that the necessary conse(|uence violence. 
The doctrine of hartal is abs(dutel\ a non-vn»b‘nt one, but unfortunately 
when you have tluuisaiids ot [leoplc in Cabutta out, thou>rh they start 
out with the l)est ot intentions, they are not all jxditical philo- 
sopheis. We all know when two jiarties with opposite ideas meet each 
other under these conditions and ^tait an ar^rument, then* j.s suit* to 
Iw* triuilile. T think that my fio'iids on the opposite side ou^ht to 
consider the difficult position in whic h the jxdice were placed. Parties 
Came into conflict with each othei : probably one man tiied to ]>eisuade 
two or three others to join the hartal, they resented the persuasion and 
theie w’ere hot words; the police stepped in immediately; another man 
standinjr somewhere else saw the police moving; towards the crowd, 
he came alon^ to find out why the pcdice were interferinjr and started 
an arjfumeiit with the pcdice, and so on frofn these small be^inniiif^H 
thinjrs o(*curred, I have no peisonal experience of the hartal, but I 
think when people meet to^c’ether in a more or less exc ited state with 
a irrievance, with a feelin^^ that they are sufferiiiff an injury, it is 
hot very difficult for them to become active particdpunts in urg’umentH, 
and I think that is really what happened. The police certainly w’ere 
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very tired, we have been told that they wpre out there from 7 iH the 
morning; the young men parading the streets were also tired 
pefjple are naturally irritable. The police were subjected to insults, 
the people were in an irritable condition* and I feel sure, there may 

have been isolated instances of wrong. 1 would not for a moment 

suggest that every policeman used just the minimum amount of force 
to meet the amount of force which he had to combat, but after all 
they are not machines. They are also human beings, and when a man 
is in n state of excitement, he cannot use a nice judgment oi the 
minimum amount of force against the man who is ui> against him, so 
this hartal has brought forth the usual <Top of complaints against the 
police. 

With legard to what my friends on the other side of the House 

have said about the police I want to say that it seems to 

me that it is very easy to get rid of all this trouble. Hartal 
is a legitimate form of showing your disapproval of a measure which 
you think is wrong. The principle of hartal is peace and quietness, 
in fact it is a day of mcmrning. Well, suppose people who aie in 
favour of hartal did their very best to preach as strenuously n> they 
liked before the day of the hartal, and they found they did not 
succeed in convincing people a fortnight beforehand that they ought 
to join in the hartal, and should not use th(* tram-»ais, etc., it is not 
likely that they will be able to (onvince people on the day ot the 
hartal : that seems to me to be the cause ot the whole trouble. If you 
preach your doctrine, jireach it as strenuously and convincingly as you 
can, but on the day of the hartal, if the hartal is obseived in the right 
spijit, you should stay at home — 1 hope theie uill not be a hartal 
betore the next jiolice bmlget — but if tin* hartal is eanicd out in the 
proper vva\ , there uill lie no occasion to talk of police foi(t‘. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN; Mr l^ieMthnt. 

Sir, I beg to suj)port the token cut in the Ibesidency Ihdice Hiidget 
in order to draw the attention of the House and of the (b^vetninent 
to the ])aticity of Muhammadan poliie officers in the higher rank^ of 
the service and also to the inadecjiiacy in tJie number of Muhammadan 
Sub-Inspectors and constables in the Vresidency Police. Theie are 
15 Deputy Commissioners and Assistant C\)mmissioners in the C’alcutta 
Police, but unfortunately I find there is not a single Muhammadan 
offiier, and there are 5() Inspectors of whom very few are Muham- 
madans. The number of Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors and constables 
is also not adequate. Government, in spite of the frequent protesta- 
tion that they are giving the Muhammadans their ade<iuate share in 
the administration of the country', are not really giving it. In the 
pUvSt plea of inetficiency and want of proper qualihcntion used tti be 
urged by Government for not giving the Muhammadans their adeijuate 
shaie in the administration of the country. Now I think that plea 
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do^s not good. At present there are a number of Muhammadan 
j^raduatea Pandering; hither and thither for want of employment. 
Moslems come of a virile race and have gpot a natural aptitude for 
police service. Had there been adequate number of fK)Iice ofK<‘ers and 
<*onstable8 in the Calcutta Police, riots would have disappeared from 
Calcutta. The moiale of the (’aleutta Poli<‘e should be improved. 
Their duty is to protect life, liberty and property of the ]ieople and 
not to interfere with them. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’blo 
Mr* A. N« Moberly): Am T entitled, Sii, to hall an hour fo)- my 
reply to eaidi motion y There are four motions before the llou^e, and 
I do not think it is possible lor me to deal with them all uitlnn halt 
an hour. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS The Hon'ble Member will ha\e more time if 
he requires it. 

Dr* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Each cue of us only got lo 
minutes to move the motions and speak on them. As a matter of fact 
I could not discuss more than one motion within the time allotted to 
me. If the Hon’ble Member is going to have half an hour for each 
motion, then T think \ou should have allowed me the same privilege. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: It does n(»t follow that the Ilon’ble Member 
is going to have half an houi for each motion. T think it is (juite 
reasonable to give him a little more time than what is usual as T have 
taken sevend motions togethei and he has got to meet the various points 
raised by so inan\ speakeiN. 

The Hon’ble Mr* A* N. MOBERLY: I am sorry that this debate 
ha** again taken a communal and racial tinge. Mr. Abdul Karim in 
ordei to reinforce his arguments referred to the riots of Later 

on in his spee<*h it is true he said that the way foi Hindus and 
Muhammadans t<» settle their disjmtes was by mutual agreement. 1 
agree with him entirely, but T do not think that the way to stait this 
mutual settlement is tfi rake uj) past iin idents. During the riots the 
police were abused by Iwith communities, and incidents which weie 
brought to notice were inquired into. All the cases which were insti- 
tuted were investigated and disfxised of, and I think that the occur- 
rences of 1926 should now be regarded as a closed l>ook. 

Mr. 8. C. Bose took another line, not so much with regard lo tl e 
police, but he tried to fasten the whole responsibility for cfimmunal 
trouble upon the Briti.sh. I am afraid that I have not Wn able b) 
verify what he said about the unti-Muhamniadan line taken by the 
British after flie Mutiny. But when the Mutiny was mentioned. 1 
can only say that the names which iininediately came to my mind 



S02 


DEMANDS FDB ORAS^. [20rH M«; 

wei^ not Muhtnnmadan name8. Mr. Bose did girt me a i'eference<;as 
regards another quotation of his, which I think I Save seeli mentioned 
several times recently, and as I did not think it was likely that liord 
Cui'zon when he made this speech, had the slightest intention of say- 
ing what he is supposed to have said, that is to say, what one is 
evidently expected to believe that he meant when one sees this quota- 
tion placed in iuxtajM>8ition with other quotations, I looked it up. The 
word ** exploitation ” is used in two senses. The first is that of the 
detelopTnent of natural resources, and the second that of taking 
advantage of people. It follows that the quotation of a phrase contain- 
ing the word “ exploitation ” without the context, leaves the matter 
ambiguous. As I have already said, when I listened to Mr. Bo^e and 
when T have seen this (juotation about exploitation and administra- 
tion going hand in hand, the impression has been left on jny mind 
4hat the intention was to use the word in the second sense, najpoely, to 
"^lake advantage of people. If the House will bear with me for a shoi-t 
time I will read part of the speech from which it will be perfectly 
clear that li^nd Curzon was referring to the word “ exploitation in 
the first sense, namely, the sense of developing the natural zesources 
of the country. I'he (|Uotatioii is as follows. I will omit ceiiain 
sentences which are not relevant: “ 'I'he bulk of Englishmen here 
belong either the Arm\ or to some bianch (d the Public SeiTice. 

But the tea {)lanters of Assam and the south ot India, 

like the teak cutters of Burma, oi the indigo planters of Behar, or 
partners in the other industrial concerns which I have named. (*ome 
here with different (»bjects, and they work under a difl'ereqt system. 
Primarily no doubt they come to make a livelilnMul for themselves or 
to earn dividends for their shareholders, but secondarily it cannot be 
forgotten that, if they take some money out of the country, they also 
bring a great deal in. Where native cui)ital, except perhap.-j in thp 
case of the Parsees of Bombay, is so very timid and unveirfhiesome, 
they produce and invest the rupees without which the countiy can 
never lie developed, they employ and pay many hundreds of thousands 
of native workmen, and thereby raise the scale of wages, and they 
exploit the res(»urces of parts of the country which would otherwise 
i-emain sterile or forgotten. They are, therefore, bearing theii share 
in the great work of development, which in every sphere of activity, 
industrial, material and moral is required in order to enable a country 
to put forth its best and to realise its full measure of productivity or 


advancement I kiok upon all Englishmen in this 

country as engaged in different branches of the same great 


undertaking. The fact that some of us earn our livelihood or dis- 
charge our duty by the work of administration, and others by cultivat- 
ing the resources (kI the soil, does not differentiate u* one from thf 
other. These are merely the subdivisions of lalxnir. ^ They are not 
distinctions of objects, or purpose or aim.” 
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I hope,*lBir, that when this quotation appears in futui-e without its 
context, those at any rate who have heard me ihis afternoon will 
remember what the quotation means. 

I now come to the question of the number of Muhammadans in the 
Calcutta Police. I admit that their number is not as larg^e as it 
might be, or as large as I should like it to he. The reason has been 
pointed out by some of the previous speakers. The pay of the 
constables is not sufficient to attract men of the right class helongitig 
to any community. If Muhammadans were coming forward to fill 
rhe vacancies we should he only too thankful to take them, hut they 
won’t. That is the main reason why I am going to i>ropose next July 
that the pay of the constables should he increased wlien perhaps we 
shall get more Muhammadan recruits. It has been pointed out that 
there aM no Muhammadan Deputy (’ommissioneis or Assistant ('om-'^ 
niissioners. There are only ti Hindus; these appointments are fille(i 
by j)romotion and promotion goes dire(‘tlY by what we (‘onside]- to W 
merit. I think from a strictly (‘ommunal point of view my Muham- 
madan friends will agree that the fa(‘t that the majority of Deputy 
and Assistant Commissioners are not Hindus is at any rate evidence 
that all this question of relationship and that sort of thing to which 
he has referred, does not weigh in these promotions. Inspectors are 
also appointed by promotion, so are Sub-Inspectors to a certain extent. 
Hut the (^immissioner of Police does apjioint Muhammadan Sub- 
Inspectors direct when he can get suitable men. The Muhammadan 
members of the fhdice Standing (Vmnnittee went and saw the Com- 
missioner of Police and went over to the Police Training School last 
August, and I think they will War me out when I say that the Com- 
missioner of Police is entirely sympathetic with their aspirations. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque mentioned specific instam'es 
in which he considered that injustice had been done to Muhammadans 
in the matter of appointments by promotion. He did not mention any 
names, but if he will send any information of this sort to the Commis- 
sioner of Police, due attention will be paid to it. 

S<j much for the question of the recruitment and appointment of 
Muhamnuldan^ in the Calcutta P(dice. 

I nc»w come to the charges of extravagance and inefficiency. The 
Police in Bengal are rarely referred to without epithets; two of the 
most favtmiite epithets are “ pampered and inefficient.” Now I should 
like to know where this pampering comes in. If the Calcutta Police 
are pampered how is it that we cannot gel reciuitsi^ You would 
imagine that these under-worked and overpaid people would W only 
jteo glad to stick to their jobs, and that if there were any vacancy we 
should have numerous ajiplicatioiis ; tluit I regret to say is not so. 
We are told that the constables are living in big buildings. It is 
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better for discipline to have your force lu a cel'tajJk^ locality centralifed 
in one large building than scattered in numerous shiall ones and when 
we came to replace a number of small unsuitable expensive buildings, we 
also found that it was more econoihioal to build large building than 
small ones. 

As regards the (luestioii of kit, docs the member really consider 
that the men who already get insufficient pay, should be made to 
buy their own kit, as well as having to pay for the washing of it, 
or would he advocate that the police in Calcutta should have no uniform 
at allP 

^'hen as regards the question oi inetHciency, my triend Balm Bejoy 
Krishna Bose approached the subject from two opposite ends, though 
his conclusion was the same in each case. First of all he said that 
according to the (kmimissioner of Police the existence of thlfr^^^ioonda 
Act and the Security Act had pi-oduced most satisfactory ^results so 
far as reported crime was concerned. His argument therefore was 
that the force should be reduced. He went on to say that detection 
was thoroughly bad, therefore the force should be redu(‘ed. quoted 
some figures. I think his figures really bear an opposite interpretation 
to that which he placed on them. Between 1922 and 1926 the number 
of true cases of robbery fell from 122 to dl ; tiue cases of burglary 
fiom 1,501 to 6118; true cases of theft from 5,654 to 8,240. Now [ 
agree with the (/ommissioner of Police that these results are’largely 
due to the existence of the Goonda Act and the Security Act which 
enabled us to get n<l of a good many bad characters. That view’ ih 
supported ])y the fact that now that the SecuritA Act has expired, and 
the bud cbaracters are coining back again, crime sbow’s a tendency to 
increase. But these Acts do not by themselves account for the decrease. 
The decrease is largely due to intensive patrol". 1 may mention that 
the stuff of thana constables never get a whole night in bed. Patrol 
can only be properly enforced if there is adequate supervision. If 
you merely tell a polic'eman, a constable, to clear out of the thana and 
go on patrol and he knows that no one will go after him to see if he is 
doing his work, you <‘nn hardly bfarne him if he goes into the nearest 
house and sleeps. You must have supervision if patrol is to be ade- 
c|uate. As ivgards detection : the figures for riot and murder were 
certainly very bad. But riot and murder were the unfortunate accom- 
paniments of the Calcutta riots of 1926 which took place in the year 
from the statistics of which he has quoted. The figures for dacoity 
are, in my opinion, extraordinarily good. There were 5 dneoities and 
4 cases ended in conviction. There was some falling off in the per- 
cent4ige of cases of robliery convicted on the number of true cases, but 
there has been a pi-ogressive increase, a progressive improvement ill 
the per<>entage of convictions as compared with true oases of burglary, 
theft and rec*eiving stolen property. 



i.l 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 




Mr. Bote laid ga^t stress 6n the figures for the recovery of stolen 
property. The same thing was done last year, I think, by Bai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri in connection with the Bengal Police, and 
I then" pointed out that it is rather difficult to judge police work by 
the property recovered because so much property which is stolen is 
unidentifiable and so much may be easily converted into a form in 
which it is unidentifiable, namely, by melting ornaments and utensils 
down. 

Mr. Bose then referred to the golden age when thei-e were Superin- 
tendents in Calcutta. The old system of Superintendents was con-* 
demned in no uncertain terms by the Police Commission. I have heard 
a good many people talk about the Superintendent system in Calcutta, 
but I think that Mr. Bose is the first who has maintained that police 

work in Calcutta was anything like as good then as it is now. 

To hark hack a monienf, the j)eriod for which a state of emergency 
was declafad under the Security Act expired on the dlst December, 
1926. I hope that there will he no need to det lare a state of einergeiicy 
again. But the result is that the»e is now no person against whom 
orders under the Security Act are in force because orders cannot be 

passed to remain in force for more than a year, and it is more than 

a year since the state of emergency expired. 

Mr. Sanyal aUo had a tilt at the Calcutta Police. He complained 
of the jjraffic^ poHce and the mounted police. He alleged that the 
traffic poRce showed jiartiality to Europeans. How he imagines that 
the traffic police can distinguish an empty car driven by an Indian 
which belongs to a European from an etnpty cur driven by an 
which belongs to an Indian, I do not know. But if any case comes to 
hi^ notice in whic h there is any ground for complaint, I hope he will 
let the Deputy Commissioner in charge of the Motor Vehicles Depart- 
ment, or the Commissioner of Police know about it. 

3 P.M. 

If the public have complaints againsi the fM)Iice and say nothing 
at all or tell their friends only or write a letter to the press it is not 
of very much use in the way of n»forming the police, but if a report 
i=c made to the proper quarter enquiries will be made. The Commis- 
sioner of Police and the Oovernment are anxious that the CalcuUa 
Police shall l>e as efficient and as impartial as possible but the assistance 
of the public is nece.ssary. The public must help us and not merely 
criticise anonymously. 

As regards the mounted police 1 made enquiries this morning and 
was told that the only time that the mounted police were used on the 
raaidan was in 1^1 when the “ innocent crowd ” burnt the stands on 
the Calcutta Football Club ground. On occasions when large crowds 
of 10 or 15,000 people gather the mounted police are present as a 
reserve but on no other occasion have they had to act. 

2(J 
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The force in Calcutta is not excessiTcf. The whole force has to turn 
out in case of emerf^ency and even when the whole force turns out we 
sometimes have to brin^f in the Ea^ern Frontier Rides in addition. 
The Eastern Frontier Rides are not “primarily intended for the ihtema] 
security of Calcutta and if there is trouble in other places besides 
Calcutta it might not be possible to spare them. If we cut down the 
police force in Calcutta we shall not be able to make certain of pre- 
venting serious disturbances at the time of the big processions. 

As regards the cost, allowing for the difference in accounting which 
the Hon’ble Mr. Marr explained at the beginning, and omitting the 
extra provision of Rs. 4 lakhs which I have withdrawn for the present 
the, budget for 1928 for the Calcutta Police is about Rs. 30,000 less 
than the budget for the current year. This. I think, will show that 
we pay due regard to economy where\er possible. It has been pointed 
out that there has been a very large increase in expenditure on police 
between 1913-14 and 1920*27. The expenditure on police^ however, 
during Hhese years only rose from 15 per cent, to 19 per cent, of the 
total provincial expenditun*. In Calcutta the increase was from 2 *5 
per cent, to 3*5 percent. I may also point out that the Calcutta Police 
are not used solely for the suppression of crime and that a very lai^ge 
expenditure is incurred for <it}ier purposes also. 

The cost of the Anns A<*t Department comes to about Rs. 70,000 
and against that about Rs. 45,000 are recovered in the form ol stamps 
which, of course, are not deducted from police expenditure ci* Credited 
to^ police receipts. Similarly, the Motor Vehicles Department costs 
Rs, 1,07,000 and the cost of traffic police in Calcutta and Howrah 
which falls upon the Calcutta l^)lict* budget comes to Rs. 4,24,000. 
Therefore about Rs. 5J lakhs is spent on the regulation of traffic. 
Against that the receipts from registration fees and licence fees in t'h'* 
Motor Vehicles Department amount to Rs. 2.32, 00f>, which again is 
not credited to the poli<*e or deducted from the expenditure. Finally, 
the receipts from the lla<*kney (^irriage Department amount to 
Rs. 54, (MM) and the expenditure on that department amounts to 
Rs. 51, (MM). 1 am not saying that all the police employed in all these 
departments are not utilised for the security of Calcutta in case of 
an emergency. They are, as I explained just now; hut they do 
normally w'ork in departments from which a considerable amount of 
i*evenue is derived. 

Then I have heard comparisons made with Bombay. The only 
line in which a comparison with Bombay may be of use is as regards 
the cost of living. As regards the way in which the police are employed 
and the problems with which they have to deal there I am afraid I 
can say nothing without a special enquiry l>ecause ib is very unlikely 
that ('onditions are exactly the same. 

I now come to the question of buildings. As the Council knows, 
new buildings were constructed with a view to saving money and to 
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knowing nimetiy wh^t our commitments were. When the scheme w«s 
introduced it estimated that the cost would be about R«. 17 lakhs 
and the saving in rent per annun4 would be.Rs. l,4d,000. That retft 
was liable to be enhanced and we^never knew when it would ^ot be 
enhanced. It was not alw*ays easy to" get buildings of the fj’pe we 
require in Calcutta. I have already said that the buildings we hud 
were scattered and very often not suitable. The Finance Department 
would never have agreed to this loan if they were not satisfied tKht 
the proposal was remunerative. Therefore it 1*4 not only not extravagant 
but it is also, as I have sai<l just now, all for the better discipline of 
the force. I admit that the state of police buildings outside Oilcutta 
is disgraceful. The delay in the loan scheme for the Bengal IVdioe 
buildings is, however, due to the fact that the tyj>e plans have Wn 
carefully revised with a view to cheapening the eost, and that has taken 
a considerable time. I may say here and now that the starulurd of 
the (\ileut^^ buildings will not be the standard for Bengal bec ause the 
ton‘e is less eoneentrated and the buildings will be smaller. 

Before leaving this motion 1 may say that my experienee is that 
all proposals foi* new sc'hemes in tlu‘ jioliee budget are most carefully 
sciIttiniSed both by the Department and l)y (iovernment, since lM)th 
of them know how tliis Council dislikes voting any money for the 
police, ancl Biially by the (’ouncil itself. It is, I think 1 ma.\ say, 
I'.urcler tc get.a scheme into the police budget fban it is into any other. 

I now’ com© tc the last motion — that which relates to the hartal, I 
should like to begin by stating the attitude of Coveinment towards 
hartnLx generally. Their attitude is this: 

If any peinou voluntarily wishes to abstain from bin private busi- 
ne5*c he is at perfect liberty to do so and the matter is no concern of 
(loveminent. If any employe decides to stay away from work the quee- 
tion is one between him and his employer and (Iovernment are not 
concerned except in the capacity of an employer where their c»wn 
servants are concerned. 

But if obstruction or intimidation is resorted to to pj event any 
pemin from doing or going about his usual business and lK)liee aid is 
invoked the police will protect such person from violence. In parti> 
cular, if obstruction is offered to public utility or transport services, the 
police will remove the obstruction. It is also their duty to remove 
obstructions from public thoroughfares and to protect persons from 
using such thoroughfares from ccHstruction or assault. (\ voice: Very 
good.) 

I maintain that that attitude was followed to the letter on the 3rd 
February. Before I come to the incidents of that day I desire to say 
one word in reply to Mr. Himatsingka in connection with the Pagya- 
patti incident. The owner of the land lodged a complaint in the local 
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police-station objecting to a meeting being held oi| his fhnd lind when 
the police got that complaint they had no option but to^tr>' and prevent 
flie meeting being held there. (A voice: Was the complaint in writ- 
ing Pj^Jt muet have been in writin^^. 

Mr. PRkitOENT; Questions should be put through me. The 
I^n'ble Member should not answer questions which are not put through 
me. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I would ask the Council #hat 
interest (jould the police have had in breaking a hartul, or in stirring 
up trouble which caused them 5.^ casualties. The allegation of itty 
friends on my right really amounts to this that (lovemnient dRiberately 
used the j)olice to break up a perfectly peaceful hartal. Here I am 
on firm ground, 1 was in close touch with the Oommissioner of Police 
and our obje<;t was to prevent violence, obstiuction or intimidation by 
anyone; the last thing we wanted was a n)w, and I should liave hoped 
thlt the members of this Council knew me well enough to realise that. 
I know only too well the <lungeious conse(|uem es that may ensue from 
any di8turban<*e in this city. 

3-15 r.M. 

What causes trouble on such occasions is when people try to ccf^pel 
others to conform to their own opinion. 

Here I must refer to two points winch have been mad# by previous 
speakers. The first was the statement that there were machine-guns all 
over the city. The police are not armed with machine-guns and when 
the Oxford ami the Bucks Tiight Infantry were (‘ailed out for a short 
time to relieve the police, wh(» had then been on duty for 12 hours 
witbout rest, they left behind them in the Fort their I/ewis guns and 
their machine-guns at the express reijuest of the police. It is true tjint 
armoured cai-s carry machine-guns, but apart from that there were noie 
at all and I cannot think what the members are referring to. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Arinouivd rars contain machine- 
guns. 

Tin Hon'bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: But you said machia#-guiis 
were all over the city. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We meant that, we are not experts 
in military matters. 

BabU N ALIN I RANdAN BARKER: Were thet'e not aeroplanes? 

Ttia Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The next point relates to the 
numbers on the .sergeants and constables: — T am told that someone 
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mentioned tb^ a^t^anes. Well, the ’ieparture of the aeroplanes waff 
(lei'ided on lon^ before the hartal was announced and it was a niei;e 
coincidence that the aeroplanes left on the morninf^ of tbe 3r^ Of 
course, I cannot say why the 3rd Fehruan* wa*> fixed for obsei^lkp the 
hartal. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Be<*ause Sir John Simon laiided^mt 
Bombay on that day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am told that Sundays are 
much more auspicious days for hartals. Anyway, the aeroplanes were 
not undor the control of either tbe Government of Benjfal or the Gor- 
ernment of India, they were under the contrrd of the Royal Air Force 
in Enp:Iand and I am afraid even if they had been told not to they 
would not have paid any attention. 

Next with regard tc) the numl>ers. As soon as T heard the alleffn- 
tions T naturally made enquiries, because police oflicers are t»ot supposed 
to jro out impT-operly dressed. 1 have been told that with the exccp- 
ticwB ^*f^5 serp-eants wlu) were under tra^nin^ in the traininp^ schmil. to 
whom unifoiijis had not been issued, but who wen* called o\it to jutsist 
the*^ jeprular force, not a ^eiyeant, or a sowar, or a constable went out 
without his number. 

Dr. BIDifAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 mi^ht mention the names of 

Serp’eant Stbrey Hunt and Serp-eant Bulloi k who were uithout numbers 
and I can pive incontestable pr<»of that thc'v were without i’.umbei*s. 

^The Hon'bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: If the hon’ble member pivea 
^incontestable pioof of this I have no doubt that the (Commissioner of 
Police will take due notice of their conduct. T do not know whether 
they^ook off their numbers afterwards. There is no authority for say- 
any body authorised Them to po without numbers. I think, 
pl^ibly, tltat the mistake may be due to the fact that some people who 
are familiar w'ith the Beiipal IVilice looked for numbers on the breasts 
of the constables and serpeants. The serpeant.s and sowars wear their 
numjpers on their collars and the constables on their belts. ^ 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T can prove that some ot the 
serpeants were w'ithout their numbers. 

Th* Hofi’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I would ask my friend to pive 
their names to the Commiissioner of Police. 

Now, I come to the disturbances tbeiii.selves. I will bepin by 
et-atinp without comment that the two areas in w'hich there was serious 
trouble were areas in which the student community is promin«)iit,. 
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Althougli the streets were crowded in the business — ^in Burrabaiar 

and Hanison Road and places of that kind — ^there were, tto disturbances 
ther^ Now, first about these arjents provocateurs; may I be forgiven 
if I isay that some people seem to have agents provocateurs on the brain? 
I have denied again and again that we have ever used them. We have 
plenty of trouble anyhow without going out of our way t.) cause it, but 
the suggestion that we should hire people to throw stones at ti-amway 
employes and at the i>olice themselves is about the most amazing piece 
of imagination I have ever heard. Then who were these agents provo- 
cateurs supposed to incite? The students? The volunteers? The 
inno(‘ent passers-by? Or whom? • We have been told that all these were 
perfectly peat^eful and non-violent. Are we to suppose that stenes were 
only thrown by police hirelings and that the police were responsible for 
all the damage done to trams and tramway employes in the Russa Road? 
The idea is ludicrous. I have been told that the trams and buses were 
deserted and therefore it was not necessary to run them and that it was 
provocative to asisist them to run by putting sergeants on them. No 
one had to use a tium if he did not want to — it has not been suggested 
as far as I know that the sergeants touted for fares — but that is jio 
reason why the trams should not run in case any one did want to use 
them, and there undoubtedly were some such people. 

Dfi BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY! 1 was referring to the tram-cars 
running between half past eight and half past eleven. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: At any rate there were [>eople 
who w’unted to use the trams but could not. As a matter of fact th©^ 
service waw Hus|)ended for one hour. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: They were not suspended between 
half past eight and half past eleven. ^ 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The fa(*t that the tramway earn- 
tugs on that day were not very markedly below the normal shows that in 
most places the tram-cars were used by the people as usual. If the trams 
were deserted it is curioUvS that there wei*e any tramway earnings o% thnt 
day. Brickbats were being hurled at the tram-car’s and one gentleman 
did come to me at Writers’ Buildings and complained thaft he had been 
struck on the shoulder by a brick as he was try ing to enter a tram. 

‘ The sepgeants were put on to pnrterd the di'ivers and conductors/ but 
all th^ same 14 drivers and Ifi conductors had to he treated in hospital 
and one of them had a fractured skull. 

Or* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: What about the students who got 
fractured skulls? 
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Mr. MCtlDENT: I will not allow, questiond to be pot at this stage. 


The Heii’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : When the stone throwing got bad 
— and how bad it was can be inferred from the fact that out of 62 trams 
running on the Kalighat route, not one escaped damage — it was neces- 
sary' to clear the street. When it becomes iiet'essary to clear a street, 
it is impossible to discriminate between the different membei*8 of the 
crowd or to inquire what each is doing, and I am afraid that inoffen- 
sive pei*8ons who have got mixed ui> with the crowd are liable to be 
dealt with like the rest. This happens everywhere, not only in India, 
and the best thing for any one to do, who is not engaged in throw'ing 
stones, is to get away fi*om the neighbourhood tvs quickly as possible. 
It is a matter for regret if anyone who was acting peacefully was hurt, 
hut it is equally a matter for regret that they should have been mixed 
up with the rioters. I also regret that I have not heard one word of 
sympathy for the unfortunate tramway employes who got hurt — it is 
I fear too much to expect any sympathy for the police. 

I now (*ome to certain specific <*a8es which have been mentioned in 
the course of this debate. The first relates to tlie house of the late 
Sir Ashutosh Mukherji. As my friend Dr. Roy foreshadawed, I have 
first of all to deny that Mr. Rama Prosad Mukheiji was ever arrested 
at all. What happened according to the result of an enquiry which 
was made was this. As regards the alleged assault on an unknown 
person by a sergeant in front of his house, nobody has complained to the 
police and we have not been able to find out anvthing almut it. When 
„Mr. Banerji. the Deputy romniissioner of Poli<*e, arrive<l at ub<mt 

.M. he found a large crowd surrounding a sergeant who had been 
wounded by a brickbat. The crowd was extremely truculent. The 
Deputy Commissioner on enquiry asf'eHained that persons had been 
ai^sted for throwing brickbats and for riotous behaviour. He directed 
that the men should be conducted to the thana, whereupon a large crowd 
including Mr. Mukherji began to argue with him. The Deputy Com- f 
missioi^r said that it was not the time nor the place for argument, but 
that they should go to the thuiia if they hud any statement to make. 

■# ^ 

RirillAIIENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: polite? 

tlM Haiinile Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: My friend will remember that 
11^ wip^^in’^ibe middle of a riot. I.*ater on Mr. Bhattaeharji taw tba 
^raty Commissioner and asked him to release Mr. Mukherji bis 
brdmem. Tht Deputy Commissioner at once told Mr. Bhattacliarji 
that they bad not been arrested. At his request the Deputy Commis- 
akAet went to the thana and told Mr. Mukherji that he was not under 
Muat and expressed regret that be was under that misapprehe^iott, ^ 
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Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA wonder if tke Hon’ble Member 

has read Mr. Mukherji*6 statement. 

The HOfl*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I do not remember exactly — bo 
many statements were published. 

At that time the thana was being bombarded with brickbats. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I contradict this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As regards the incidents at 
lO-dO A.M., the whole area between Dr. Rajendra Road and the Kalighat 
tram deisit was strewn with brickbats thrown at tram-cars, buses and 
the police. Tram-cars and buses had been damaged and several drivers, 
conductors and policemen had been injured. Among the persons who 
were seen to throw stones was our friend wilh a green cJnidar. The 
police spotted him becau-^e he had a green chndar. He ran into the 
com])oun(l of Sir Ashutosh Mukherji’s house. The police waited for him 
to come out again and after two or three minute^ he came nut and again 
threw stones. The police chased him into the compound. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: How did the% mi>^s him? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: They arrested him. They sent 
up 90 persons all but one of whom were convicted and he must have 
been inclvided in that 90, but T cannot say which of them he was. 

3-90 r.M. 

The Police made the arrest with some diHiculty because there w<;;*e 
other people inside who were trying to prevent them. AVhile this was 
|>eing done the gate was closed rm other Police officers attempting to 
emer, tiiev were roughlv handled and in self-defence thoy had to ^se 
iwre but they used the minimum amount of force necessaliH' t(>p|y>tect 
tfiNmilflves. They at last .succeeded in getting the gate opeiyand in^ 
bringing out the man who had been anested, with the police |3io had ^ 
arr#lihd him. Apparentlv it was during this struggle tha|^ihe kerHnt 

As regards the suggestion that the trouble in Russa^^fid^ was 
started by sergeants, I may mention that there was no setrgiant is 
area first, the reasons Wing fii^^t that no .sergeants »re ,tittacl||d to 
i|nd secondly, that no trouble was anticipat^^^in 

llrea aiid no special precautions were taken there. V' ^ 

» * 
next case relates to the student who is said to ha^ 

’dt)t«ior poiil'e attention. I made enquiries ahoul this ^oo. 
yi ^'^studenjKwhose Dame came prominently to niy notice in ^notWr 
eoniie^on) wits ngt known to Hie pofifo ^iid 1 have been unable to 
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ascertain how he was injured. 2:^ {jMi as his having received special 
attention from the police is coueernid, the police did not know him 
at all. On enquiry it was found he waif treated in the hospital for m 
slight injury on the head. Apparently, he re<‘eived the injury some- 
time before noon. At this time in the vicinity of the College Square 
there were a number of officers and men of the Jorasanko thana and 
a big draft from the Northern section and two drafts from the 
Southern section consisting of two Deputy (Commissioners, Inspectors,, 
sergeants, traffic police and so on. The position of the police in 
that area was continually changing and a number of charges had to- 
be made to keep the road clear. It is possible that several people 
received injurie.s during these charges and it is impossible to find out 
how and why this particular gentleman re(‘eived his injuries. 

The third point refers to the injury to Habu Ashiitosh Hagchi in 
a crowd between the Darbhanga lluilding and the University Press. 
The Registrar of the University wrote to the Commissioner of Police 
about it (not to (Government) and inquiries were made with the result 
that the (Coimnissioiier of Police wrote- to him as follows: — 


“ T have caused incjuiries to be made. 1 regret the delay in reply- 
ing to your letter, but the iidormation originally fuiiiished was meagre 
both as to the time of the incident and the rank of the jadiceinen 
concerned. On the 8th of February T received the statements of 
Wazir Durwan and Habu Manmatha Nath Singh, Head Despatcher, 
to the efTe<‘t that at about o v.M., on the iird of February, a crowd of 
young men numbering alamt ‘..*00, ruslied into the University com- 
pound between the Darbhanga building and the Press. They were- 
l^llowed b^ ‘J (Tiirkhas and ‘J Indian constables, the latter are alleged 
tR have hit the crowd with their lathis, while the Ourkhas menaced 
the crowd without striking any one; a sergeant came a few steps inside 
the compound. 

Oh this^ information is wa.s a.scertained from Sergeant l*reston ^at 
he Tfafr'^n duty at 4-30 ivm. in ('ollege Street with the Assistau|; (Wl« 
missioilifer; North Town. At that particular time. College Street, 
CpUegj^ Square and the steps of the Senate House were thickly ciowded 
wilk u^iob of young men who were endeavouring to stop traffin* 

oH 'UoHegie Street and were attacking with brick-bats, bottles, latfiis, 
and mne*v weapi)ns, the police who were on duty in that vicinity. 

issued after due warning to clear the area, in doing so 
thei^Iicq*w#e assailed with further showers of brick-bats and other 
jnksilj^^Yum fhe crowd that had gathered at the steps ol^ 
jrou8e,'^whi^h " were then cleared. Several of the young dis- 

peiie<^ ran down Peari Charan Sarkar Street, still hurling bfick'^ba^ 
at^bl police who were in pursuit. It appears that two cuti^mei |jt^ 
tufo Jfrmed Police'*^! the force, who were purtoing the! crow(|^o#|| 
Peari |C3i^n Sarkar Street^ j&llowe<! several of the^ crowd ^i^io had 
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entered the University compouii^ l^tween the Darbhanga bnilding 
and the press building. Sergeant-Major Pictoe blew his whistle and 
re-called the police from the* University compound and from Peari 
Charan Saflcar Street. 


I regret very much that the police were forced to enter into the 
compound of the University whilst engaged in dispersing a hostile 
crowd, hut I think the Vice-Chancellor will agree with me that it was 
incumbent on the police to deal with the rioters in this area. It must 
I)e borne in mind that throughout the whole of the 3rd of February, 
from early morning until after dark, vehicles passing on in that area 
were continuously attacked and several police officers who were on duty 
were seriously injured, on no less than seven occasions police reinforce- 
ments had to he sent from Head(juarters to deal with the situation which 
caused great anxiety until a late hour of the evening. In times of 
ciiJ^il commotion such as was witnessed in this and other localities in 
Calcutta on the 3rd of February incidents of this kind are unfortunately 
inevitable.** 


The last <‘ase is that of the Hindu School. This happened at very 
much the same time as the one to which 1 have just referred. There was 
a seething mob in College Street, brick-bats were being thrown by the 
crowd indiscriminately and the street had to be cleared. The crowd 
got into College Square and began to throw brick-bats from there. It 
became n<‘cessary to clear College Sijuare as well and from there the 
crowd entered the compound of the Hindu School. They threw brick- 
bats from there and it became necessurj' to clear that compound also. 
Some teachers appear to have got injuries, but I am not clear what^^ 
motive it is suggested that the |M>lice could have had for attacking 
them except as part of the crowd — whether these teachers are 
supposed to hold advanced opinions or whether they were incmlcatiug 
those opinions into the minds of the students. I do not think tl^jat 
^pybody would want to hurt a man l>ecause he was a teacher. .It was 
^'imperative to clear the <‘ompound and it was impossible 'to a«fbertain 
whether anybody in the crowd was a teacher. I may mention the 
‘ echool authoritieji do not appear to have made any attempt Ho prevent 
the crow'd from taking refuge in the school compound and Iksing it 
as a vantage fK>inf fmin which to attack the police. ^ 

\ * IF ’ 

That, I think, disposes of all the ai'tual incidents. I can <nib 
that no one regrets more than I do that scenes of violence ^oula nave 
0(jciirred on the 3rd of February but I repeat that the^troulile #ai 
not j^ught either by Government or by the jHilice. If pe|gons gQi:^« 
about "^eir lawful business are subjected to intimidation, obstiKiC^lnii 
violence or if piroperty is wilfully damaged, it is the d€iy the 
police Jo give 'protection as best^as they can. If memberB of a croiTd 
|esort to jsuch ytion, it is necessary for the police to 
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crowd. 1 have abeady said thu^ only tramway employees and 
passengeri received injuries but that there were many casualties among 
the police as a whole. ^ 

Finally, may I suggest that if any one has complaints, to make 
against the police he should make them to the Commissioner of Police 
instead of writing or getting some one else to write to the papers. 
The Commissioner of Police is always ready to enquire into complaints, 
but he can hardly be expected to go and look for complainants who 
do not take trouble to communicate with him. I l)eg to oppose all 
the motions. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: To avoid any misunderstanding or misappre- 
hension I should mention that motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 
relates to the paucity of Muhammadan posts — I mean the mover of 
the motion Maulvi Abdul Karim brought to the noti(‘e of this House 
yesterday the paucity of Muhammadan appointments. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 31,55,678 under the head 
** 26 A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police ” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Afi«i, Maulvi tyMl Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Atiquilah, Mr. ty«d Md. 

Sagvhi, Babu Romat Chandra. 

Bakth. Maulvi Kadar. 

Bantrlaa, Babu Promatha Nath. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

SMawaa, Babu turandra Nath. 

Bdaa, Babu Baioy Kriahna. 

Baaa, Mr. t. C. 

Baaa, Mr. Subhaa Chandra. 

Cl|akravarti, Babu Jofindra Chandra. 
Clilikraburtty, Babu ilatindra Nath. 
Ohattariaa, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, flat Harandranath. 

Ohmidhury, Maulvi Oolam Ma«la. 
Chaiidhiiry. Maulvi Kharahad Alam. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Qanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Qhaaa, Babu AuMrandra Nath. 

Safraa, MSuIvi Abdul. 

OuBtBk Mr. dasiMi Chandra. 

Ifaqu^lCliaR Bahadur Maulvi Azinil. 
MhaataM^a, Babu Prabhu Oayal. 

HfBB% Kasi Bauladul. 

Nuaafl, KlMui ^badur Maulvi Syad Maqbul. 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaizam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babu taroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, triJut Tarahnath. ^ 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aziiur. 

Rahman, Maulvi thamaur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur-. 

Rauf, Maulvi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Babinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sanhar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 
tarfcar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tatur, Khan Sahib Abdua. 

San, Mr. satith Chandra. 

San, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. i, M. 

Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. N. S. 


AbbaCti Mr. B. S. 

^BartaR, Mr." d. P. 

DaaaaHS, Mr. A. 

ShaudliiiPi, Khan Bahadur 


NOES. 


Chaudhuri, tha Haa'bia Mi 
SaiyM Nawab Ali, Khan 
Ohaahari. 
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ihtfilnft "r. r. W» 

Drummond, Dr, 4, 0, 


Dutt, 

eddii, 


f; 


a, i. 

if. A. D0D, ii^ 


DoHikM, Rmi UohoOur BaOridOk. 



Ouha, mr. O.H. 

Hottin, tho Hon'blt Hawab Mutharrtif, 


Khan Bahadur. 

Mutaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
daiiifti Mr. F. E. 

Lindiay, Mr. J. H. 

Lukt, Mr. N. R. 

Matartnty, Mr. J. Q. 

MaoBtan, Mr. 4. A. 

Maodanald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han*bl# Mr. A. 

MaOluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mlttar, tha Hon'bla Sir Frovaah Chundar. 


J Doborty, Iho HonWo Mr, A, N, 
idorgan, Mr, Q, 

Mukorji, Mr, $. C, 

M$t$on, Mr, W. H, 

Parrott, Mr. 

Phalpa, Mr. iHofr 4. 
iS^Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. ^ 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mahara)% Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy. Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mohan. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Major-Oanaral Oodfray. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


Thp Ayes 54 and the Noes 45, the motion was earried. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: T may tell the House that the motions of 
Bahu Bejoy Krishna Hose and Maulvi Ahul Kasem were hroup:ht 
yesterday hy their respective movers to draw attention to the excessive 
police expenditure. 

The following- motions wcje then put and lost: — 

“ That tlie demand of Hs. under the head ‘ ‘..HJA. — Presi- 

dency Ihdice ” he redueed hy Rs. 100. 

“ Tliat the demand of Ks. .MO, (el, 000 iindej* the head ‘ 26A. — Presi- 
dency INdice ’ he reduced hy Rs. 5.” 

/m 

The motion that the demand «>t Rs. MO,().M,000 under the 
i?()A. — Presidency I^diee ** ]>e reduced hy Re. I (to draw attention 
to the acticm of the I’olice in connection with the leceiit hartal in 
Calcutta) was then put and a division taken with the following? result 



AYEft. 


Abharjya Ckaudkuri, SMMMirAjA Skuthi 
K«nu, •! MuktagA«kA, Mymtntingh. 
Afial, Maulvi Syttf Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Avimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Atiquliah, Mr. Syad Md. 

Bagohi, Babu RomM Chandra. 

Bakth, Maulvi Kadar. 

Bantriaa, Or. Pramalhanaih. 

BanarjM, Babu Promotha Nath. 
Bannarjaat^ Babu Jitandralal. 

BAtu, Babu taai StkApr. 

- gmaui Mr.' P. C« * f-y ' 

Bltwat, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Bata, Bahu Bajay Kriahna. 

Baaa, Mr. S. C* 


Baaa, Mr. Subhaa Chandra. 

Chakravarti, Babu .lagiAdra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu datindra Nathw 
Chattarjaa, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Narandranath. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi BoJam Mawla. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharahad 
Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K.-B. M. 

Banguly, Babu Khagandra Ndth. 

Bhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Bupta, Mr. dagaah Chandra. 

Himataingka, Babu Prabbu ' Oafai. 

Haqua, Kazi Emdadul. 

Huaain, Khan Bahadur Maulti Syad MaqhMit. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 



Khan, Btm Lai. 

Khan, KhM fahib HaulYi Muazzam aAT 
Kban, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babtt iaroila Krtpa. 

.Haiti, Babv Mahmidra MIRh. 

Moitra, trijiit JaBMidra^HBIh. 

Muhtrjta, triJut Taraknath. 

Handy, Ml^aj Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Poddar, MiirAnanda Mahan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, MaulYi Shamtur.. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 


31 ^ 

Ray, Babu Nasandra Narayan. 

Rhy, Babu Radba Qabinda. 

R*y%«r. Kumud tfiihar. 

RayrBabu Manmatha Hath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

^ Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Stn, Mr. Satiih Chandra, 
tan. trijut Nagandra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Salaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 
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Abbatt, Mr. E. Q. 

Bartan, Mr. J. F. 

Caaaallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafizar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Hliyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dhanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. O. J. 

Day, Mr. 0. 6. 

Dawding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummand, Mr. J. Q. 

Outt, Mr. B. S. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Qhaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Gaanka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Qafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Hatain, tha Han'bla Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huaaain, Mauivi LaUfat. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. E. 

Kaoam, Mauivi Abul. 
ibindaay, Mr. 4. H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. 4. B. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4. A. 

1 


Maodonald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. 

MoCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Fravaah Chundar. 
Mobarly, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. ^ 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nalaon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travor 4. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. Bijoy Praaad Singh. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdua. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata. Majar-Qanaral Qadfray. 

Thampaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes bein^f ftnd the Noes 48, the motion was carried. 
The followinff motions were called hut not moved : — 


Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: “ That the demand of Rs. 1,90,000 
under the head ‘ 26C. — District Police — Pay of officers * be reduced hv 
Re. L'* ‘ ^ 

• Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,90,000 under the head * 26C. — District Executive Force 

Salaries * be reduced by Re. 1.*’ 


Babu AMARENORA MATH CHOSE: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 8,00,000 under the head ‘ 20P. — District Executive Force- 
Temporary' District Intelligence staff * be refused.” 
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' i2(>ra Iftt. 

Mtulvi SHAMtUR RAHMAN: “That the demand of Ba. 73,68,000 
under the head ‘26C. — District FSecutive Force — ^District Police- 
Total Police Force ’ be reduced by Re. 1 [on the ground that although 
tlie Constables of tbe Calcutta Police were bettei^paid still their pay 
has been increased without a proportionate increase in the pay of the 
Pengal Police Constables]/’ 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: That the demand of Rs. GG,000 
under the head ‘26C. — ^District Executive Force — Rewards ' be refused.’^ 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 14,80,000 under the head ‘ 2()C. — District Executive Force — 
Allowances, honoraria, etc.,’ he reduced by Rs. 14,0G,000.” 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CH08E; ‘ That the demand of 
^8. 8,000 under the heail ‘ 2GC. — District Executive force — rewards to 
villap^e Panchayets ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” ^ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 
Rs. I,14,d0,800 under the head ‘ 2()(\ — District Executive Force' be 
reduced by Rs. 14,d0,800.” 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH GH08E: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,14,30,800 under the head ‘ 2G(^ — District Executive Force' be 
reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: “That the demand of Rs. 2,41,00^ 
under the head ‘ 26D. — Police Training School ' be refused.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,41,0^0 
under the head ‘ 26D. — Police Training School ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL.UL-HUQ, Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, Babu 
MANMATHA NATH ROY, and Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: 

“ That the demand of Rs. 3,72,000 under tbe head ‘ 2GE. — Special 
•olice— Eastern Frontier Rifles ’ be refused.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 3,72,000 
under the head * 2GE, — Special Police — Eastern Frontier Rifles ’ €e 
reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu AMAREHORA NATH CH08E: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,06,390 under the head * 26F. — Railway Police — Eastern Bengal 
Railway Police ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 
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labli fii^niL CHANDRA DATTAs That the demand of 
Rs. 3,00»IKK) under the head *2&0t . — Criminal Investigation DepaiV 
mcnt — Temporary Force ’ be refused.’* « 

Maullfi SYED ABDUR RAUF: “That the demand of Rs. 1,30,000 
under tfii5^<*^head ‘2GG. — Criminal Inve'^tigatioii Department — Travel- 
ling Allowance ’ be refused.” 

Mr> J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,00,(M)0 under the head “ 26 (t. — Criminal Investigation Depart- 
mont — Secret Service Money ” be refused. 

Sir, in connection with this motion I would like to refer to motion 
No. 161 ” Secret Service money for the Presidency Police.” 1 waa 
trying to find out from the Financial Statement the objects for which 
this secret service money is provided 

PRESIDENT: The allotted time is np and 1 must put tho 
motion forthwith. 

The time-limit under the head “ 26. — Police “ having reac hed the 
foll(»wing motions were not put : — 

Babu RADHA COBINDA RAY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 10,33,000 under the head '260. — Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment ’ be I educed by Rs. 3,00,000.*’ 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 10,33,(X)0 under the 
Jiead ' 26G. — Criminal Investigation Department* be reduced bv 

W. 100.” 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,33,000 
under the head ' 26G. — Criminal Investigation Department ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (in order to raise a discussion a-s regards the efficiency 
and utility of the Department).’’ 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: “ That the demand of Rs. 10,33,000 
under the head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Department ’ be reduced 
by Re. 100 (in order to raise a discussion ns to the reason for the non^ 
release of detenus).” 

-MmuM A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD:“That the demand of 
Rs. 1.80,20,000 under Major head ‘26. — Police (Reserved)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 90,10,000.” 

Babii BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE and Babu RADHA COBINDA 
RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,80,20,000 under the head ‘26. — 
Police ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000.” 



$2$ HUD UDDD10. laOtB Mjut 

Mr. A. K. FAZL>UL-HUQ: “ That the demand of Be. 1,80,20,000 

under the bead '26. — Police ’ be reduced by Me. 1." 

4 p.u. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra (rupta wjis then put and ^division 
taken with the following result: — 


Afzal, Mauivi tyad Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddm. 

Vagahi, Babu RomM Chandra. 
Manarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
BanarjM, Babu Promotha Nath. 
VannarjM, Babu Jittndralal. 

BatUi Babu tati Stkhar. 

Biiwat, Babu turandra Nath. 

Boaa, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

Bata. Mr. t. C. 

Bata, Mr. tubhaa Chandra. 
ChakravartI, Babu Jaglndra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Ohattarjaa, trijut BiJay Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Oalam Mawla. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 
Butt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 
Banguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Qhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 
Bupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 
Mlmataingka, Babu Prabhu Oayal. 
Maqua, Kazi Bmdadui. 


AYES. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Katam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muzzam Ali. 
Lala, Babu Sarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Srijut Jogandra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, triJut Taraknath. 
eoddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman Mauivi thamaur. 

Rauf. Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Qobinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Poy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tan, Mr. tatiah Chandra, 
tan, triJut Nagandra Nath, 
ten Qupta, Mr. J. M. 
tolaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. 1. 0. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Bmadduddin. 
Barton, Mr. J. F. 

Caaaolla, Mr. A. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhuri, tha Hon'Mi Nawab Bahadur 
iaiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Oohan, Mr. O. J. 

* Day, Mr. 0. Q. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. S. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. t. 

Bddit, Mr. A. MaO. 

Ohoao, Mr. M. C. 

Qoonka, Rai Bahadur Badridao. 

Duha, Mr. P. N. 

Haquo, Khan Bahadur 'Mauivi Azizul. 
Hoaain, tha Hon'blo Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Khramul. 


Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 
damaa, Mr. F. E. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lindaay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maaartnay, Mr. 4 , O. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4 . A. 

Maodonald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Non’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla tir Provaah Chundor. 
Mobarly, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 8. . 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nolaon, Mr. W. N. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phalpa, Mr. Trovor J. 

Prontioo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray, tho Hon*blo Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, off Nadia. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 
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SUiiiMri Mr. %. A. 

T*t», MaJ«r4Utitral Qodfrtf. 

Thompten, Mr. W. K. 

*>raytrt, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

The Ayes being 47 and the Noes 51, the motion was lost. 

PRESIDENT* The main demand is still oi»eu for debate, but 
time will not permit of discussion, so I shall put the original demand. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,76,20,000, us amended in Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 26. — Police, ’’was then put 
and agreed to. 

(At 4-15 e.M. the (’ouncil was adjourned and it re-asseinhied at 
4-25 p.M.) 


Rttd, Mr. n% fi. 

Roy, Mr. Alley Praiail tingh. 
faoliMi Mr. r. A. 

Mrktr, Rai tehib Robati Mohan, 
fattar, Khan tahib Abdut. 


27. — Ports and Pilotage. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, A. Marr). On the recommendation ol His Excellency the liovernor 
I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,01,000 he granted for expenditure 
undei the head “27. — Poit'* and JMlotuge.” 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: In the a))*>en('e ot Ml. Aaiinirunjan Saiktu, may 
I have >()ur pcnnission to move this motion Y 

U Mr. PRESIDENT: Ves, Mr. Hose. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: 1 move that the demand ot Rs. 5,01,000, undei 
the liead “27. — Port*' and Pilotage (Reserveil) “ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The object ot this motion is to <lraw the attention ot this House to 
t!'e jiolicy which has consistently l>een f<dlo^'ed h\ the Calcutta Pori 
Trust in its administiat ion and to < iiticise the rontiol nr rather the want 
of cjontrol hy the (tovernment o^er the affairs nt the ( alcutta Port Trust. 
I may remind this House that the (’alcutta Poit Trust has a ri'venui* 
of 3 erores and that it tiandles loans of about 25 crores for capital 
expenditui-e. The jonstjtution ot the ('alc*utta Port Trust is this: it 
has a IsMird of 19 members, td whiidi 7 are e.r-ojfino and 6 are ele<*teil 
by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, thus ensuring a standing majority 
which ifi often very useful in matters of administration and, if I may 
add, of exploitation as well. Of the lemaining 6 members, one is elected 
by the Calcutta Trades Association, one by the Calcutta Corporation 
and 4 by such bodies as the Local Government may select. The nature 
and the character of the administration of the Calcutta Port Trust came 
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up before the Council of State for consideration in 1922. In that year 
o« the 26th January Mr. Pheroze Sethna, as he then was, moved a 
resolution in the Council of State which was accepted by the Govern- 
n»ent of India. The resolution was in tl»ese terms; “ that the Council 
lecommends to the Governor-General in Council that steps be taken to 
increase the number of Indians in the higher grades of the services 
of the Port Trust and to lay down a definite policy in regard to the 
same in future.’* This resolution was brought forward by Mr. Pheroze 
Sethna, after he had obtained certain answers from the Government 
regarding the number of Indians employed by the Port Trust. The 
answer he obtained in the CV)uncil was that so far as posts carrying 
salaries over Ks. 1,500 and over Rs. 1,0(M) were concerned, there was no 
Indian; and so far as posts carrying salaries l)etween Rs. 500 and 
Rs. 1,000 were concerned, in 1922, there were only 10 Indians. There 
were 118 posts cariying salaries of Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000 at that time: 
out of this, only 10 were Indians. The resolution was acce])ted by 
the Government of India, and I shall presently show how that 
resolution has been systematically flouted from 1922 up to the present 
day by the Calcutta Port Trust. The position as regards higher jiosts — 
I mean posts carrying salaries of Rs. 1,000 and upwards — is just the 
same — there is no Indian. As regards posts between Rs. 5(K) and 
Rs. 1,000, in 1922 the Government of India said there were 10 Indians.* 
at the present moment we find there are only 8. S(» this is how the 

resolution of the Government of India has been carried out by the 
Calcutta Port Trust! In this body, as I have already shown, there 
is a peinianent official or (|uasi-oflicial maj<»rity. and the effect of that 
is this, that though there are numerous departments under the Tb)rt 
I’rust — Tra'ffic, Accounts, Stores, Secretaire’s departments — there is noi/i 
a single Indian in any «)f the departments. In<lians Imve been found 
competent to wcupy the posts of Accountant-General in the Government 
of India, and even of P'inance Member of the Government of India. 
Indians have been found competent to be Members of Tlis Excellency 
tlie Viceroy’s Council ; but in this august body the rules seems to be 
this that even to these minor posts they employ as a matter of favour 
only a few Indians. 

Further, T would like to draw* the attention of the House to the 
top-heavy administration. The (’hairmnn of the Trust draws a salaiy 
<»f Rs. 5,000 with bouse allowances of Rs. 850 a month — a salar\* higher 
than that of the Ilon’hle Member who passes tl»e Port Trust budget 
in this House. If you compare the salaries of ])erson8 occupying similar 
positions, for instance, the Agents of the different railways who have 
ceitainly much more work to do than the Chairman of the Calcutta Port 
Trust or the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation, yon 
will find that the salaries are somewhere about Rs. 8,000 a month. 
Then you will find that the allowances draw*n by an officer are more 
than his grade pay — facts are illuminating! For instance, wh^n you g»» 



\mA 


mmmm for ORAirag. 


througli list of officers employed in tlie Port, yon will find the Port 
Officer gekB a pay of Ks. 900, but >^bat are his ailowmnees ? His staff 
allowance ia Rs. 870, though his grade pay is only Rs. 900. 

P.M. 

His t>ooling pay is Ks. 200 and his tomjjensatory local allowance is 
Rs. 150. He gets a motor car allowance of Rs. 100 and in addition to 
these he has a furnished house set apart for him. I do not know if 
the “ compensatory lo(‘al allowance ** is the compensation given to him 
tor attending to his duties. fTanighter.^ 

Take for instance next the case of the Kngineer. His guide pay 
IS Rs. 650 and what do you think is his allowance P His staff ullowuuce 
IS Rs. 750 and motor car allowance Rs. 150; he gets Rs. 75 for suj>er- 
vising the R. I. M. contingencies and a sjHM'ial pay in connection with 
fiooling, r/r., Rs. 180; he also gets Rs. 150 for supervising launches 
and as compensatory local allowance, and a house allowance of Rs. 186. 

In addition to these facts I wish to draw the attention of the House 
lo another fact which is piuhahly not so well known, and that that 
there are alnuit Id oi 14 palatial resideiiees provided somewhere near 
the banks of the Hooghly fully furnished, even with pianos, so that 
the officers may have le^t after toil, pleasure aflei pain! And w'hat 
is the nmt that they pa\ for the enjoyment of these palatial lesideneesP 
Only ten per <‘ent. of their salaries. So that if an officer gets a salary 
('f Rs. 900, he pays house rent at the rate of Rs. 90 per month and if 
an officer gets a salary of Rs. 650, he jmys house rent at the rate of 
v^vs. ()5 per month, whereas these buildings were built at a cost of over 
JWie lakh of rupees each and ordinarily their rent ought to he in the 
region of Rs. 450 or 500 per month. I would not have (^om plained if 
the Government had been candid enougli to tell us that that was the 
policy they were going to pursue. But why thi^ camouflageP VV'hy 
this hypocrisy P Why do you say that you are going to take in more 
and more Indians in the higher services of the Port Trust P 1 can well 
undei*stand the policy of those members of the British Parliament who 
said in 1858 “ we cannot employ Indians in this country for {Kilitical 
reasons. I may remind the House that in the year 1858 a special 
committee of the British Parliament wa-< ap^iointed to consider the 
♦ luestion of the colonisiition of India by Kui*opeans, and a member of 
the committee of the name of Baillie gave evidence l)efore that committee 
on the 1st of June, 1858. His evidence was this: The question put 
to him by the select committee was “ do you objec-t to natives being 
appointed to high official situations P ” His answer was I do. My 
reasons in both cases are [Kilitical. I would say that with regard to 
the appointment of natives to higher situations that I was asked the 
question when examined before the committee in 1856. I then *iuiid 
I thongbt they were improving very much and that intellectually I 
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thought they might be considered qualified for higher situations. J 
tJien gave my opinion entirely as a judicial question.’' In the las 
.sentence he spoke out with a frankness whicli might well be emulatec 
b> the Treasury benches here that he had in the j)a.st given his opinioi 
entirely as a judicial queifstion. He then says “ Now it is given upoi 
political grounds. I think politically the natives should not be appointed 
to those high situations.” If the Government of India and the Govern 
ment of Bengal had frankly adheied tr) the policy about which evidenct 
was given before the select committee of the Parliament in 1H68 I foi 
one would not have (omplained in this House. ] and those of m\ 
counti-ymen who think alike would have taken to other courses of actioii 
in order to make our demands felt. But apparently Government hav( 
realised tliat frankness is not the way hy which exjdoitation can b( 
carried on and therefore leaving if aside, they dedared that they meant 
to cariy’ (nit the policy mentioned in the Resolution of 1922 — the |>olicy 
of taking in more and more Indians into the higher services. That 
policy was laid down in 1922 as 1 have said and I have alreads .shown 
to the House as to how that policy has been < airied out by the Port 
Trust in its various branches. I will not sa> anything more on this 
(juestion (*xcept that I desire to state the position of the nuMiibej’s on 
this side of the Hou.se very <‘learly. We are not (d)jecting to the colo- 
nisation of India bs any race or nation. We do not object to such 
colonisation >o long as persons come and slay in this «(>untr\, make it 
their home and identify themselves with the interests and welfare of 
this country and .share in its weal or woe. But what we do object to 
is the (luasi-coloni.sation of India by itinerant tiavellers who come here 
fora few years, suck the life-blood of tlie Tiation and then depart. We 
do not (d)ject to the colonisation by pfsqile wljo aie willing tc» identifj^ 
themselves with the cause of this <*ountry. But we do object to this 
sort of itinerant colonisation which has goije on and is X»'<‘ing on ever 
since the \ear ISbS. 

Now there is another feature of the administrat kmi of tlie (’alculta 
j’ort Trust to which I want to draw your attention and in this (<mnection 
I would read once mo?e the ]>as.sage which I (pioted from memory 
yesterday, particularly because it was .said that I had mis(pioted Tioril 
Curzon. liOrdCiinBon addressing ihe jdanters at Silchar said ” Adminis- 
tration and exploitatic»n when lightly vi(‘W ed are parts of the same duties 
in the Government of India ” And if any body has earned out not 
only the letter hut a]s<» the spirit of that utteranee that body is the 
Calcutta Port Trust, as I shall show presently. That body exists really 
for the purpo.se of finding a market for British manufactures, a market 
for British engineering firms. We know what happens to the tenders 
which aie jmblished from ’time to time for the purpose of .satisfying the 
incautious and unwary public. We know it for a fact that six represen- 
t^itfves of the Bengal Chamber <if Commerce and one mendiber of tbe 
Cnleutta Trades Association are ex-officio members of the Port Trust. 
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Wfc knuw tuiit they are there for the purpose of providing a happy 
n:arket for British manufacturers and manufactures. Now, Sir, as the 
clock is advancing on me, 1 would like to mention another aapct t of 
the Port Trust administration. I wish to draw the attention of the 
House to their budget for 1928-29. Possibly members of this House 
know that the Calcutta Port Trust in a fit of generosity have imblished 
their note to Government regarding their budget. They take great 
rare not to let the public into the secrets of their budget hut they have 
published their note for the purpose of showing that there is a surplus 
of revenue over expenditure. Now, Sir, if we examine the position for 
one moment it will be clear to you — and I say .so without any tear of 
contradiction from the Trea8ur\’ benches — that the surplus of revenue 
over expenditure is not real. For instance, you find that the huge 
interest and sinking fund charges on account of the King George’s Dock 
loan has been debited to capital account. That is how a surplus of 
revenue over expenditure is being shown. May I ask the Treasury 
benches — what will happen to these huge interest and sinking fund 
charges when the dock is opened ? Can you debit the charges any 
longer to capital account ? Clearly, not. Those charges will have to 
be paid out of revenue and we shall then realise the falli’cio\Js nature 
of the note which has been sent to Government by tlie Port 1'rust. 
There is also the fact — and I again say so without fear of c(>ntradi( tion — 
that during the last few years the Calcutta Port Trust havt* found it 
difficult tf» Tneet their obligation^ from their noiinal revenue and have 
had to depend on windfalls sucli as the appreciation of their sreurities, 
etc. In order to balance their levenue and expenditure thev luive ha<l 
to resort tf) this device of debiting the huge inteiest and sinking fund 
charges to capital account. The working ex])enses of th<‘ 'rrnst have 
increased from Its. 99,00, 000 in HUO-H to Its. 1,80,00,000 in 1920-27; 
tliat is, the ex])enses have alm(»st doubled, though as a mattei of fact 
tonnage has increased. What bettei could y<»u expect of a top-heavy 
administration which does inO employ the chiblren of lh<‘ wn’l, which 
does not consider the children of the soil as even competent to occnjiy 
modest posts in the Traffic, Acc(nints and othei dejiartitients but inuMU’tH 
young and inexperienced men frenn England and gives them higli 
salaries, palatial residcTU es ami extravagant allowances ? The result 
is that the working expenses have inc reased ficnn lls. 90,00,000 to 
Its. 1,80,00.000 ? Sir, it i.s with the <d)jee( of drawing the attention 
of this House to this expenditure on the most extravagant lines that this 
motion has been brought forward before this House. I think tlie facts 
disclosed hy me are sufficient to demonstrate the urgent necessity of an 
inquiry into the affairs of the Poid Tiiist— ^iin inquiry which is necessary 
in the interest of the city and also in the interest of its trade and com- 
men'e. an inquiry neces.sar>' in order to find out whether what being 
done in the old, old name of “ efficiency is not extravagance of the 
woret description, and also to find out as to what is l>eing, done under 
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tke cloak of a wwolutioo of the Gouncil of State which wa« aoe^ted by 
Government ia 1922 is not really a breach of that reaolution. I would 
ask the House therefore to accept the motion 1 have moved. 

4-46 p.M. 

Mr. SATtSN CHANDRA SEN: I rise to support the motion 
moved by my friend Mr. Bose and it is not ne(*essaT^' that I should 
move the one standings in my name. 

So long ago as 1922 the Government of India in the Council of state 
accepted a motion submitted by Sir (then Mr.) Pheroze Sethna for in- 
creasing the nural)er of Indians in the higher grade services in the Port 
Trust. In July last, in reply to on address given by the Indian Cham- 
ber of (\)inmerce, Calcutta, His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
intimated to the Chamber that the Calcutta P<»rt Trust is in sympathy 
with the general jwilicy of increasing the nuniWr of Indians in their 
service. How far His Excellency the Governor was misled by informa- 
tion given to him by his advisers is proved by the fact that out of 189 
appointments drawing a salary of Hs. '>00 and upwards per month only 
8, who are drawing in all a salary of Hs. '>.240, aie Indians and the rest 
181 oftictu'H draw’ing a salary of Hs. l.Sl.STr) in all are non-Indians. 

As a matter of fact in all departments in the l*oit 'rn#<t in which 
suitable and highly qualified Indians can be got in has been the j)olicy 
of the Port Trust to ex<*lude Indians and to appoint Europeans with 
higher emoluments. Only the other day the Indian (h)nmiissioners in the 
Port Trust liad to fight hard to get an Indian in the Accounts Depart- 
ment promoted — a bare justice — wliich I sliould have thought the 
Eui'opean members would have been the first to recognise. 

Hecently the ]>ost of Assistant Accountant under tin* Port ('Miiniis- 
sioners fell vacant and although better (jualified Indians were found 
among the applications their ap]>lications were rejected and a European 
with lesser (pialification has lM*en appointed and this ap|M>intnieiit is 
now* aw'aiting the sanction of the Government. 

In this connection I have to state that Indian Commissioners have 
already submitted a memorial to the Government and I trust the Govern- 
ment will having regtlrd to its det lared |M)licy of employing more 
Indians, reverse the decision of the Port Commissioners and <lirect the 
appointment of the Indian candidate. In this case the sincerity of the 
de(daration of sympathy by the Government will l)e tested and I trust 
it w'ill rise to the O(*casion. The proceedings of the Port Commissioners, 
a copy of which has l>een submitted to the Government with a letter 
from the Indian Commissioneis, throw considerable light on the pro- 
testation of symjuithy with the Indian aspiration that has l>een voiced 
from time to time by the Euro|>ean community in this country. The 
present President of the Kuro|>ean Assmeiation. not many months ago, 
declared thtit his Association was in fuH sympathy with the larfite 
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••pirstsSiM b«ii the proi^eediiigs shew that at least oae of the meatbara, 
aad a rmy influential members of the European community and a 
representative of the Chamber of Coiumen e, considered that in accepting* 
the resolution of Sir Pheroae Sethna in 1922 the Government of India 
had committed a mistake and that an early opportunity should l>e takeu 
to rectify that mistake. 

The question of unemployment in this country, esjocially in Bengal, 
is ver>^ acute. If the Government is at all sincere in its de< larution to 
Indianise the services it should not lose the present opportunity of 
appointing an Indian Accountant as the Assistant Accountant. 

I now come to the financial position of the Trust. Though with the 
cessation of the Great War the volume of business in the Calcutta Port 
Trust, as in all other ports, has decreased, there has l>een an enormous 
increase in the pay of officers, etc., resulting in the port charges being 
raised, so much so that tlie <‘harges here compare very unfavour- 
ably with the clia rges elsewhere. You have heard Mr. Bom* as regards 
the t(»p heavy administration of the Port. The ('hairman here draws 
a salary of Rs, O.(MH) per month, as compared with the Chairman at 
Bombay, who diavs only Bs. ri.OOO. Not content with drawing princely 
salaries and enjoying at a modest rent big houses built by the Port 
Trust for their comfort the European employees have not lost the oppor- 
tunity of giving effect to the recommendations of the fiCe Commission 
meant for Government officials. The Trust has laised loans amount- 
ing to alsuit 27 cr(ue> of lupees of whi(*h about 9 crores have gone to 
construct the King (leorgc's l)«»cks. The estimates for these Docks have 
l)een exceeded by 2 croies of rupees, thus shew i rig the effi<*iency of the 
high officers of the Trust and there are reasons to doubt if the receipts 
from the l)<»cks will ever cover the interest and sinking fund charges. 
The way in which estimates are exceeded will be evident from the fa<t 
that in the matter of filling up a tank the estimated cost of Rs. 25,(M)0 
mounted up to about Rs. 114, tMM). Till the completion of the work of 
the Docks the interest is being charged to (*apitul ; but what will hap])en 
when the interest and the sinking fuml charges will liave to he met from 
the revenues deriv’ed from the Docks from 19Jt(). So fur as 1 can see 
the revenues will not he sufficient to < over even the interest, not to sjieak 
of the sinking fund charges. 

There is another matter. Sir, to which I need draw the attention of 
this House as a representative of the Bengal National C'hamlier of Coni- 
men*e. The question of coastal trade and the difticulticH under which it 
has been conduetKi has l)een the subject of various correHpondem‘e 
between the various Indian Chambers of Commerce and the Goveni- 
nient of Bengal. In July last the Indian J9‘«***l*^*’ Conmter<‘e 
presented a memorial to the Government suggesting reduction in the 
charges made by the Calcutta Port Trust Commissioners on (!oastal 
veaaela. The matter has been, I understand, submitted to the Port 
Commiaft ion e r s of CalentU for their consideration but up to now nothing 
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has been done. It is not ne<*e88ary for me to deal in detail with this 
memorial exeept that the memorialists contended that the charg'es for 
port dues, pilot (diarffes, berth hire etc., etc., are loo heavy for the 
f'oaslal trade to survive and that a special reduction should be made nor 
only in these char^^es but a total exeinjdion should be made from the 
liver duties. 

r trust tlie (ioveinnieiit will take immediate step.s to consider the 
memorial submitted and pass orders thereon. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am just going to illus- 
trate how the vagaries of the Fort ( 'ommissioiiers were going to cause 
much inconvenience to tlie public in the [)ort area. Sir, the Port Com- 
missioners have suddenly found out that the ferry services are not 
paying and therefore they are going to discontinue or to mluce the 
servi<‘es shortly. The ( ioveriiment which ]>retends to have a soft comer 
in their liearts for the public, utility services during the hartal are 
absolutely unmoved by this <‘ontingencv. They will not eiuiuire into 
the matter whether the ferry services are paying or not and why the 
ferry services have become non-paying of late. The facts and fijgures 
at our disposal show’ that these feiry servi(‘es were far from non-paying 
in the past and it was only when non-Indians weie apprdnte<l on high 
salaries in connection with tliem that the^* services became non-paying. 
'Phe ( ioveriiineni know this and (lovernmenf knowing tliis are not taking 
any steps to en(|uire into the matter and wliat is more tliey art* going to 
non-co-operate with <Hir suggestit)ns ftu* emiuirv into the btidget of the 
Port (hunmissionei’s and specially their finances so fa?' as the fen'\ 
services are <'oncerned. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As there is not sufficient tin?e to 
make a fuller speech I will only refer to five T??ain heads of my charges 
against the Pmt Trust. The first about which Mr. S. (^. lb»se has 
spoken, is that theie ?ire seai'<-el\ an\ Indijn? in tin* supeiioi services. 
The establisliTtient list shows thjit while the wages bill of the Euro]>ean 
officers comes to Its. 18 lakhs per month, while that of the Indians is 
Rs. b.tKK) only. My next p(»int is that there are no Indians in the 
depart n?ent, nltiiough they are jidmittedly eapahle of handling ae<'ount8, 
and you cannot suggest for one moment that suitable men are not avail- 
able. My third ]>oint for consideration will he that although there is 
no scheme in the Port Trust for the Indianisation oT the technical ser- 
vices the statement \vm biisted on Ilis Excellency the Governor in his 
reply to an address presented by the Indian riiamb<*r of (^mlmerce, that 
there w-ns such a scheme. In my opinion His Excellency might not so 
be used for such pur|>oses, and it was not right to put in8<*curate state- 
ments in his mouth. He having made such an utterance, the Govern- 
ment should see that the Port Trust Commissioners do formulate some 
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such Bciifeliie. My fourth point will be that in the sc heme for the cons- 
truction of the King George’s Dock the Port Commissioners have shown 
a sheer want of administrative and financial capacity. They have em- 
barked upon an expenditure without any pi'cvious (‘onsideration as to 
what will be the return from the King George’s Dock. They do no know 
whether it will be a paying proposition or not. My last ]><»int is that in 
the River Pilot Service there is not a single Indian, if another body, 
say manned by Indian had done it, we would have Wen marked out 
as unfit for finuncial lesjntiisibilities. The necessary (jualifications are 
3 years’ sea-going service as well as 2 years’ ]>robation. This debars 
Indians from the service as there is no large steamer company which 
takeoi Indians for training. So far ns the 3 years' sea-going service i» 
concerned it is not essential, as during the war persons who had no sea- 
going experience were given the duties and did tlie wfuk satisfactorily. 
If you think that the period of two years’ probation is not sufficient, 
then increase the term of probat i»in say to three years Imt do not impose 
such restrictive (|ualifications as that of 3 years’ sea-going service which 
debars Indians from er>t(*ring the service. Mitlnmt an\ fault of their own. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir. this demand umler the head 
“27. — Ports and Pilotage” is for Rs. o.Ol.fKlO. Details have been 
given in the budget. an<l 1 may mention at the outset that this sum 
does not (-ontain one single rupee of expenditure in connefdioii with 
the (’alciitta Port ’I'rust. The whole of this grant goes t(»wards the 
pay of the clerical and other establishments nmlei the Marine Depart- 
ment of (lovernmeTit , and t<»vards the maintenance of the Goveniment 
launches. As far as the establishment is concerned, it contains the 
ci-ew establishment (d the launches, the cleiks in the Port and Shipping 
Office, Phittagong. the Govtunment Dockyaril at Xarayanganj. and the 
establishment of the .\gent for Government ( ’onsignments. Now, in 
all this establishment, there is only <me Kuro]>ean and the otliers are 
all Indians. So I may presume that as fai as this ilemand itself is 
concerned, no complaint lies. The complaint, 1 take it, lie^. altogether, 
against the (’alcutta I’oit Trust and all the up to now have 

been on these lines. 

As regards the (’alcutta P<*it Trust, it is a bod\ of Pt men, elected 
under section fi of the Act. These T’ornmisHioneis are carefully selected 
by the different botlies concerned, and 1 personally ttike it that they 
are the cream of the business men c*f Cubtitta, Isith Indian and 
European. In the case of a Wdy like that, one ordinarily leaves it to 
them to manage their own affairs. They should know inoiV about the 
port than either the Government of Bengal or the Government of 
India. For that reason the Act. in the same wa> us in the cases of the 
Improvement Trust and the Corporation, lays down very limite<l 
power of control by the local Government ami the (b»verniuent of India 
over the doings of the Port Trust. 
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Tke two uuiia ckargofl that have beea brought to-day agaOMt tills 
body are extravagance and Indianisaiioii. (A vouts: Nnn Tndiaaiaa 
iion.) Very well, non-Indianisation. As regards extravagance, I have 
just got the latest budget figures. For the year before last the ssurplws 
has now been found to have increased from Rs. 4*85 lakhs to Rs. 5?€0 
lakhs : in the year just ending the income has increased from Rs. 302 
lakhs, as budgeted for, to Rs. 330 lakhs, an increase of Rs. 28 lakhs. 
On the other side, the expenditure, chiefly on account of the increase 
in tonnage, has increased by Rs. 4,15,000. So the year will end with 
a net increase of over Rs, 23 lakhs over the estimated surplus. I do 
not think anyone can say that this cun he due to had work by the PoH 
Commissioners. In addition to that 8in*pliis, there is a surplus, wdiich 
has been worked out at Rs. 20 lakhs, on account of the revaluation of 
the Sinking Fund. The question whether this siii-pIus in the Sinking 
Fund should be credited to revenue or kept foi* future adjustment has 
not yet been decided. 

Mr. lk)He also mentioned the fact that interest on sinking fund 
charges are at present being paid from the capital acermnt. That was 
deliberately allowed hv (loveriiment during the construction of the 
King George's Docks. When the Docks are oj)ened an<l become paying 
propositions, these sinking fund charges will be paid out of revenue. 

Rui Harendranath ('haudburi mentioned that the ferry services were 
going to be (liscontinued, as they were not paying. The matter is under 
enqiiirs’. It is not due to noii-lndiunisation as he thought, or to the 
appointment <»f highly paid Europeans in the services, hut is clearly a 
question (»f competition with the niot(»r buses. The matter is now being 
looked into, hut 1 do not think that the complete stoppage of the ferr>' 
services has been contemplated. 


5 P.M. 


Now the main gravamen of the charges this afternoon is the 
question of the Indinnisation or rather non-Indianisation, as Mr. Bose 
puts it, of the different servi<-es. He also leferred to the Sethna 
resolution of 1922. The position is still as it was at that time. Govern- 
ment are prepared to appoint Indians when tliev get properly trained 
men. The position is this; When a vacancy occurs, the first point 
to be considered is whether there is any person ali-eady in the service 
who is fully qualified and iu every way suitable for the appointment. If 
there is, that person will W appointed, hut otherwise steps will be 
taken to get a suitable person fn>m outside and the roinmissionera will 
consider applications wholly from the jxdnt of view of efficiency and 
will disregard all questions t»f race. Now, ns regards the control 
of the local Government over this matter, it is laid down clearly in 
•action .‘14 of the Act that in eases of vacancies under Rs. 1,000 the 
local Government has no power to interfere. As regards posts above 
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Ks. l,Owy the locil OoveniTnefiit can interfere, but Tacancm do nti 
oc^jur ewipy day. Mr. Sen referred to the iweiit case of an \ nnintaat 
Ac*countaat. As regards that post, the Coiumissionei*8 sent up a recom^ 
mendation and the Indian Commissioners sent up a memonal againat 
that recommendation. All I can say at present about this matter is 
that it is still under considei-ation and that no ordei>s have yet 1>e«n 
passed. 

(At this stage the Hon ’hie Member having reached the time-limit 
lesumed his seat.) 

The motion that the demand of Ks. 5,91.000 under the head “27. — 
ports and Pilotage (Reserved)” he reduced hy Rs. 100 was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Acharjya Cliaudhurii Maharaja Shathi 
Kama, of Muktagaeha, Mymontinfh. 
Afial, Mauivi tyoo Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Atiquilah, Mr. Syod Md. 

Bagohi, Babu Romot Chandra. 

Banorjoa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banorjoo, Babu Promotha Nath. 

Baau, Babu tati takhar. 

Baau. Mr. P. C. 

Wm», Babu Btjoy Krishna. 

Baas, Mr. t. C. 

BesSj Mr. Bubhaa Chandra. 

Ohakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattsrjss, frijut Bijay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Oolam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorshsd Alam. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Outt, Babu Baral Kumar. 

Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Danguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 

Ohoss. Babu Amarsndra Natk. 

Mliaali Maulik, Babu Batysndra Chandra. 
Mofran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Qufrta, Mr. Jogosh Chandra. 

Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Haquo, Kaii Emdadui. 

Nusain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi tysd Maqbul. 


Kirim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Dsbsndra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Mauivi Muatiam All. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babu Baroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Moitra, Brijut Jogsndra Nath. 

Muksrjsa, Brijut Taraknath 
Mukorji, Mr. B. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Bris Chandra. 
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahim, Bir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Dob. 

Rauf, Mauivi Bysd Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Ray, Babu Radha Qobinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Natoro. 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Banyal, Babu Baohindra Narayan. 

Barksr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Battar, Mr. Abdool Ratak Hajoo ABdool. 
Bon, Mr. Batish Chandra. 

Bon, Brijut Nagsndra Nath. 

Binha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra NarayaR, 
of Nashipur. 

Btt hra w a rdy, Mr. N. B. 


NOEt. 


Abbott, M^. K. O. 

BaHon, Mr. il. P. 

Cat oslis, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahsar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, ths Hon'blo Nawah Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Bhanhari. 


Ooardmg, Mr. T. W. 
Drummond, Mr. 4, B. 
Dutt, Mr. B. B. 

Eddis, Mr. A. MoD. 
Bhoss, Mr. M. C. 
Hosain, ths Nsn»bls 
Khan Bahadur, 
d am ss, Mr. P. B. 


Nasmb Muaharruf, 
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MMATtnty. Mr. 4. 0. 

Ma0lMn, Mr, 4. $. 

MMH^naW, Mr. A. 

Magujrt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, m Hon'bit Mr. A, 

MfClutkit, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Praaatb Chundar. 
Mabarly, tba Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mdrgan, Mr. Q. 

Nalaan, Mr. W. H. 

Earratt, Mr. P. 
f^balpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 


Rabman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tha Hatilrfa Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Raid, «r. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, MaJOT'Canaral Oadfray. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The being' hi ami ti e Nnps 40. the iiKitifjn was carried. 

The time-limit under the head 27. — Pf>Hs and Pilotage ” having 

reached the following motion was not put : — 


Mtfilivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; That the demand of Rs. 5.91.000 
under the head ‘ 27. — lh>Hs and Pih>tage ’ he leduced hy Re. 1.” 

Thc‘ motion that a sum of Rs. i^.fM.OOO. as amended hy the Council, 
he jiianted for expenditure under tlie liead “27. — Poi1'« and Pilotage” 
was then put and agreed t<». 


30. — 8ci«ntiflc Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. Marr); On the recommendation His Excellency the (Governor 
T heg to move that a sum of Rs. 2d. 000 he gnmted for expenditure 
und(‘r the head “‘10. — Scientifi<* l)e]»aitments.“ 

The motion Mas put and ag?ee<] to. 


31.— Education (Reserved). 

MEMBER in charge of EUROPEAN EDUCATION (the Hon’bte 
Mr. A. Marr). On the recommendation of His l'iX<'ellency the Governor 
I heg to move that a sum of Rs. l2.S!f,000 he granted foi- expenditure 
under the liead “ Ol.-— Kdm ation (Reserved).'* 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: As M>me of the European 
memhers have reipiestefl me not to move my motion, I heg to withdraw 

it. 

The follow’ing motion was then, hy leave of tlie ('(uincil. with- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. d.dO.OOO for Kui-opean and Anglo-Indian 
Education under the head * dlA. — Education (Reserved^ — Direct grants 
to non-Govemment secon<hir>’ schools ' be refused." 
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SriJi/lOGENORA NATH MOITRA: Sir, in the abfience of Babu 
Akjiil Obandra Datta I crave j^ou permisnion to move tbe mot ion that 
stands against his name, naidely, that the demand of Rs. 4,11, (MX) under 
the head “ 31B. — Education (Reserved) — Primarj* — Direct grants to non- 
Govemment primary schools for European and Anglo-Indian Educa- 
tion be i*educed bv rupee one. 

Sir, T had not the intention in the prc'^ent state of my health to 
raise my voice to denounce the manner in whi(‘li the Government has 
* shirked the most essential part of its duty by negle(‘ting the education 
of the masses. I know from past experience that GUI's would be, as it 
always has been, a ciy in the wilderness, but still f<»r the further dis- 
illusionment of those of our countrymen who are even now inclined to 
put faith in the sincerity of purpose of our rulers or their chosen 
henchmen. I intend to make this brief observation. 

The very first thing strikes me is the absence of any spei-iul grant 
for the education of the depressed or the backward ('lasses of Bengal. 
It must be observed that whenever any question of granting of full and 
complete autonomy to the people arises, the Government to justify 
their |K>sition, points out some of oui supposed drawbacks and among 
them the condition of our depre.ssed classes. This supreme solicdtude 
for the welfaie of the depressed classes is, however, absent when any 
sjiecial grant for tlieir education is asked f<»r. In the whole of the 
Education Budget we do not find any single grant ear-marked for this 
purpovse. On the contrary we find here on the reserved side that the 
Govenunent could find money to make a sp(‘< ial grant (»f a handsome 
amount of 4,11,(K)0 rupees for the primary schools intended for 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians. This libeial giant is meant to be 
annually spent for a well-to-do c(Uiimunit\ very small in number among 
whom the percentage of edu(ati<fn is moK* than 7-h pei cent. On 
aggregate calculation it wilt be found that the Bengal, Government is 
spending about Rs. 1(1 pel head f<»i their primary and secondary 
education. It can be fairl> said (hat these Anglo-Indian and Kuropean 
boys may ^^ell receive theii education in ordinary scliool, recognised 
by Government, along with other Indian students. The iroor tax- 
payers <d Bengal should not pi(>vide mone> for maintaining such 
expensive instituti(»n. Sir, the number of dej.u'ssed classes in Bengal 
is over ten millions. The standard and j»erc('ntage of literacy is very 
low. barely one per cent. The G(»vernment can tlieiet(ue be acc'used 
of criminal neglect of duty foi not making proper grant on this head. 
With these few words I beg to move this motion for the acceptan(*e of 
the House. 

5-15 p.M. 

Sabu PRABHU DOYAL HIMATSINCKA: 1 l>eg to support the 
motion moved by Babu Jogendra Nath Moitra on the ground that it 
is the duty of Govei*nment to do something for the depressed classes. 
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In the number, of depre^fled classes ifj rery large and eertainlj- 

it is one of the duties of Gf»vemment to do something for tkem. We 
have haard times without number Goveminent say that they are the 
trustees of the people and that (iovemiiient is doing all that they can 
for the depressed classes, but in the budget we do not find a single pice 
set apart for the education of a large section of people who really 
need education most. It will not do merely to show lip sympathy but 
what is wanted is that something actual and substantial should be done 
in this direction. 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: 1 am very pleased to find that the cut that 
is moved in this grant for European education is not really a cut 
against the grant, but that it merely draws the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the needs of another class which, this House feels, is in need 
of education. That being so, I must say tliat I am perfectly in 
sympathy with that idea. That all sections of the population of 
Bengal should receive education is a mattei that need scarcely be 
stressed.- Goveiimient have not made the j)ntvision, my friends on the 
opposite side want them to make and I feel 'siire that Government will 
be able to explain. There i«. onl> one point that 1 would like to bring 
to the U(»tice of this House and which this House will appreciate and 
that is this: If the Anglo-Indian <*ommunity arc not educated, and 
not educated particularly up to the secondar> standard, they are 
scarcely able to earn a living, and if these i»eo])le aie not able to earn 
a living, they must necessarily become a chaige upon the State in one 
form or another. If you do not pa\ tor tliem through their education, 
you will have to pay lor them in some othei way. 1 am very glad to 
find that the cut has for its t»urpose not an attack up(m this grant Imt 
to druM the attention o! the Go\ernment in anothei diii*ction. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Although the speeches in supjmrt 
of this motion have strayed a little from European education, I realise 
that they represent a persistent and not unnatural annoyance in 
certain minds that Indian education and European education have 
bet^mie separate subjects in oiir educational organisation. We can- 
not, however, alter thia by anything that this Council can do — nothing 
can alter it. This distinction was made far back in the past and it 
is conditioned also by the outl<M>k for the future. European schools 
must to a large extent be governed in their outlook by the traditions 
of the European community since they get their inspiration from that 
community and also from schools in England. It is not possible, 
therefore, for us to make any useful comparison l)etween the cost per 
head of education for Indians and Europeans. All that we can do 
is year after year to try and get as much provision as possible to help 
every kind of school, and to support every form of education. In 
both communities, education and charity are very largely identical. 
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To tlko o<lucation is Rometking to which a boy has a right. 

In the Bwropean social organisation, we make a more definite dis- 
tinction tiuiii that, but none the less our European system of edxu^ation 
in Bengal is very largely a charitable orgranisation. Nearly all our 
schools do very much more than they are paid to do; they do very 
much more than they have the resources to do, and I know that it is 
not the desire of any one of this Council to add to their ti-eniendous diffi- 
culties. Some years ago, when on behalf of an Executive Menil>er I 
moved the European education budget from the (ioverninent benches, 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, I think it was, made some very 
trenchant criticisms but said that he had no objection at all to 
European children being given as mu(‘h as the country <*ould afford 
for their education, but he wished that they as well as the Indian 
children should have every thing possible, and that is the attitude 
that this Council has shown ever since it came into existence. Only 
once a grant for European sch<K)ls was rejec‘ted, and o!i that oc(*asion 
two European members thougbt fit to refrain from voting because 
they were not satisfied that that particular grant was recjuired. The 
grant was lejef ted for waint of their \otes. That was the only instance 
in oui history in wliicli provision asked for European schools was 
refused, and 1 hoj»e there will be mi further refusal. 

I’he European schools have their own tra<litions, but may I remind 
the House that they are beg'inning to reconsider their position, and 
that, thunks to the generosity with which the Calcutta T^niversity 
is treating them and to the spe<‘ial allowam'e it is making for their 
diffi<ulties, many of them are ('oining more into line with Indian 
education, keeping in close totich with our University. We do not 
know how this movement will pro<eed nor tbi we know what effect it 
will have upon the organisation of European education. I do not 
wish to say which action is wiser for our schools. That is for them 
to decide. They have different points of view — some associating 
thein.selves with the University of (’anibridge, others with the 
University of Calcutta ; a few have been trying to keep the two loyal- 
ties, but whatever bajipens, it is interesting to remeiril>er that this 
movement is on f<Mit. And imiy T remind you that our European 
schools, with the exception of two (bivernment institutions, are main- 
tained by private authority, very largely by the religious communities, 
to provide education for boy.s and girls of the domiciled cfijjimunity. 
Government assists them ; they rec eive with thankfulness whatever 
grants Government can give, and whatever grants this Council can 
give, and for the rest they do the best they can, meeting their appal- 
ling difficulties with a courage and a devotion for whir-h we are alF 
grateful. 

KUiiUO SANKAR RAY* I had no desire to speak on this 
motion, had it not been for the speech of my friend, Mr. Hiinatsingka,. 
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in which he says that Government is very solicitous regarding the 
dumb millions on every possible occasion but when the question of 
educating these dumb millions comes, Government only shows lip 
sympathy, and no provision is made in the budget and he further 
complains that Government is showing inconsistency in this matter. 
It is this aspect, Sir, that I want to discuss before you. In my opinion 
I do not think that Governnient is at all inconsistent in this matter. 
Government has l)een always championing Ihe cause of dumb millions, 
and if they educate these dumb millions then they would no longer 
be dumb; they would be vocal like this side of the House, the 
Swarajists, and there w<»uld be nobody to <*hamj)ion or welcome the 
Simon (’ommission or other (hmimissions at all that will come in 
future. So, there is perfect consistency on the paH of (tovernment 
to show syiTjpathy with the dumb millions on every oc(‘asion and at 
the same time not to provide sufficient money for the education of the 
dumb millions. These are the only observations that I w’ant to make. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMIENT of EDUCA- 
TION (Mr. J. H. Lindsay); As regards this motion Government are 
glad to see that this House treats the subject of European education 
in a generous manner in spite of the fact that the expenditure on 
European edm*ati<»n is gieater than that foi Indian education. As 
regards what has fallen from Bahu .logindra Natli Moitra and 
Babu Brahhu Doyal llimatsingka about the depiessed classe*^, T may 
say that it is a little difficidt to get funds for the depressed <lasses 
under the head “ Eurof»ean Education.” The main hulk of this 
money toi primal v education is ten whi\t may he called the depressed 
<dasseH among the Buropeaiiis- St. Antlnmy’s School, the Loretto 
f^onvent at Entally, St. .lames’ School and the Kalinipcmg Homes are 
the typical sclnxds where this money goes. At another time I shall 
be able t(» sho\^ tliat G«)veinment luis ot late made <‘ertain j>rovision 
in re.sj)ect of the depiessecl classes, hut that is under the Tiansferred 
side of the budget. Mr. AVordsworth has dealt very fully with the 
situation and he knows eveiy cornei of it and I do not think I need 
make further reference to his remarks. This is as usual a grant for 
the poorer classes; it is largely charitable, and I hope that the mover 
4>f this n)otion will not pre.ss this (ut to a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would tell members that only 20 minutes 
is left for the disposal of this matter, and this will be given when the 
Budget next comes up for discu^mion. 

Adjoummant 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
2l8t March, 1928, at th^ Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProoeeiHiigs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 21st March, 1928, at 2-‘10 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the PreMilent vj \ Manmathv Nath HaY 

Chaudhtki, of Santo^h) in the Chaii, the four Ibm’hh* Members of 
tlie Executive Ccmncil, ihe tuo Hon’ble Ministers and 120 nominated 
and elected meml»ers. 


Starred Question. 

(to which oral answer was ^iveiiL 

Teaching staff of the Government Medical College and Schools. 

*78. Mr. Syed Md. ATIQULLAH: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charjjfe of the l)et»ai tment of Local Selt-(iovei nmenf bi‘ pleased to 
8tate sej)aia1ely in eacli case the [Uf*sent numbm- of Muhammadans and 
Hindus in the teachiny staff of the (io\ernmeni 
(a) Medical ( 'ollt*^<‘ : 

{h) Medical Schools, in Henyal : 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash chunder Mitter): A state. 

ment is laid on tin* table. 

St-o-te fiieti t referred ftt m the repln tit starred quesfuta .Vo. 7H. 
Tka( tii.No Staff. 
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UiMtarrad QiiMtiofit 

(answers to whirh were laid on the table). 

Port of CaloutU, rogulation of pay of employoes. 

79. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: (a) U 

the Hon ble Member iti charpe of the Marine Dejjartment aware that 
the CommisHioners for the Port of Calcutta accepted the Fundamental 
Hules UK the basiR for repulatinp the pay and Milaries of their 
employees y 

(h) Ik it a fact that a circulai has Wen isKuetl })\ the (^H.M. to 
the heads of departments that officers officiating in higher posts 
should not always W allowed to draw the minimum j>a> of the higher 
posts as due under the Fundamental Rules? 

(c) Is it a fact that the circular has been applied only in the case 
of Indians ainl that the Europeans have as a i nle Wen exempted 
from the operations of the circular? 

((J) Will the llon'ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any instance when- a Kuroi>ean was not allowed to draw the mini- 
mum pay of the post in which he was officiating? 

(c) Was the circular which is in direct contra vent ion of the 
instructions issued by the authorities with the af>provHl of the 
CommissionerN ? 

(f) If so, will the Hon ble Member be ])leaKed to state the date of 
the meeting in which the approval was obtained? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes; the Commissioners have adopted the Funda- 
mental Rules with the exc-eption of Fundamental Pule 8(1. 

(6) No such circular has been issued. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. If the (\)mmi8Kioner8 consider that an officer is unable 
to \indertake the full duties of the higher jK»st, he is not granted the 
minimum jmy of the pewt. 

(c) and (f) Do not arise. 

Standing Committae on Judicial and Jails. 


80. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hoirble MemWr in charge of 
the Judicial Department W pleased to state how many meetings of 
the Standing Comimftee of the Judicial and Jails Departments were 
held during the past year? 
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MEWICR in oliargn nf JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlM 
Mr. A. N. Mobnrly): So far as the Judicia] Department is concerned 
no meeting of the Standing ('oininittee was held during Ihe past year. 
There was one meeting for the Jails Department. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSEs Will the HonMde Meml>er 
pleased to state why no meeting of the Judii ial Standing ronimittee 
was held during the last year?' 

The Hon^bla Mr. A. N« MOBERLY: There was no husiness last 
year. I may mention that a meeting of the Judii ial vStanding Com- 
mittee was called at the heginiiing of the present year and only one 
member attended it. 


Standing Committee on Public Works (Roads and Buildings). 

81. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the lloiCble Minister in charge of 
the Pul>li<- Work^ Department he jdeased to state how many meetings 
of the Standing ('(mimittee on Puhlh- Works fPoads and Buildings^ 
were held during the past \eary 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon*ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): No meeting of the Stand- 
ing Committee was held during the past year. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the HonMde Minister l>e 
pleased to state why no meeting of the Standing Committee on Public 
Works was held during the last yeai-y 

The Hoffble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The same 
answer as that given by the Hon’ble Mr. Mol>erly. 


Irrigation Standing Committee. 

82. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hon ble Member in chaige 
of the Irrigation Department be pleaf^ed to state how many meetings 
of the Standing Committee of the Irrigation Department were held 
during the past year? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahubir Saiyid Nanrab Ali Chaudburi, Khan Bahadur^ 
of Dbanbari): None. 
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Looil Salf-CovErnnimt ami Medical and Public Health Standing 

Committees. 

83. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Wiii the Hoirble Minister in charge of 
the I)e[)iii'tmerit of Local Self-Goverumeut be pleased to state how 
many meetings of the following Standing Committees were held 
during the past year : 

(h) Medical and Public Health ; and 

(d) Local Self-(iovernment y 

The Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: it) None; a 
meeting was called for 15th Mandi, 1928. but none of the non-official 
members attended. 

(d) None. 

Mr. F.^ E. JAMES: Will ^the Hon'ble Minister lx* i)leased to 
state whetli(‘r it is the intention of (ioveinnienl to use these Standing 
Committees foi- the purpose for which they were intended by the 
Government of India Act ? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is a 
(juestion to ask the Government as a whole, hut so iai as the M inister 
in charge of this department is concerned, since he a(*cepted office it 
lias been his policy to call meetings of the Stnn<ling (\)mmittees, and 
he has been calling a meeting on e\»M\ ociaision, and Mi. James will 
find that at the meeting (allied foi the loth March no non-otbcial 
luembei atten(h‘d. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no meeting of the liocal Self-Government Standing 
Committee was called r" 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: There is 

nothing for the laical Sl*lf-Government Committee to considei except 
legislation and up till now no important legislation has been brought 
forward. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the HoiC ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the extenaion of the proviaions of th^ Calcutta 
Municipal Act to Howrah regarding the appointment of a Chief 
Executive Officer is not a matter which liould have been considei-ed 
by the Local Self-Government (^»mmittee)' 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It was not 

a proposal for legislation. 
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Land Revenue Standing Committee. 

S4. Hr. F. E. JAMES: AVill the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Eeveniie t»e j)lease<l to state how many meetinprs 
of the Lan<t Revenue Standing Committee were held during the past 
year ? 

MEMBER in diarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): 

None. 


Motions of No-conftdenoe in the Ministers* 

Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHAItJYA CHAUDHURI, of 

Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Sii. let me first of all clear a misappre- 
hension that mav natniallv a?ise ftoin m\ moving these moti«>ns of 
^ ‘ Xo-C(Hifidenf e. ‘ ’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, of Santosh): AA'ill \ou phase mo\e vour motions first? 

Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 

Muktagacha, Mymensingh: I he^ tn move that this Council has no 
<'Oiitidem e in tin* Hon hle Nawah Mu-oharrul Ifosain, Khan llahadur, 
the M iiiiNter foi Kducation. 

f also move tliat tliis (%mm il has m» < onfidence in tin' llon’ble 
Sir Ptovasli Ch under Mitter, the Minister foi Local Sel f-(tovernment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 pjopo-'f' to have one discnssion on the two 
imttions, Init I will put them ^epaiatelv. 

Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 

Muktagacha, Mymensingh: I ma> assure you that my views in 
refrard to the merits of diarchy and iii.v jittitude t(»wards it remain 
unchan^^ed. J hold that as this form of (lovernment has been 
^entrusted to us f(»r a transitional workinjf period we l(»se nothing by 
workinj^ it thoujrh I admit it has clefects. It is tinnecessaiy for me 
to trace the history of the present miiiistrv. Its orijfin was by no means 
to our liking. The agitation against the old ministry was based on 
a nunil>er of irrelevant and misleading issues that swept the countiy 
from end to end and succumbed to a combination af many unfortunate 
circumstances which are well known to the memWrs of this House. 
Tn order to prevent members drifting into communal parties unsym- 
pathetic with each other and into parties incapable of a joint policy 
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the union paHy was formed composed of some Hindus and Muham- 
madans whose main objwts were to purify public life and bring about 
that froncord and harmony between them which is essential for the 
welfare of llengal. I< is the weak party with a ccM||fsnt danger to 
the life of the ministry that demoralises its members and makes the 
ministry unfit for any solid work. The party felt that if both Hindus 
and Muhammadans could sit together round one table, in one group, 
and make genuine endeavours to understand the different view-points 
of each other, and discuss matters, appreciate and sympathise with 
their respective difficulties, evolve a common policy and programme, 
ju8ti(;e would be done to the nntiona] cause as well as to each com- 
munity. With ideas such as these we giew into a pai*ty that compared 
well in strength with the Suaiaj party. MV so ardently J)elieve in 
our (;ause that we had n(> hesitation in affirming that we w'ould not 
l)e able to support a ministry not formed from our party. The new 
ministry was formed by Government from parties quite alien to one 
another. Ministers were (diosen who had or seemed to have a following 
and no consideration was made whether they had anything in common 
with each other nor did they come with any definite policy. Hengal 
politics being us it is the appointments of Ministers outside our party 
led to a gradual desertion of oui party. AVe expected but little else. 
AVe are confident that ours are the right principles and must triumph. 
AVe here and now extend our invitation tf» all who believe in our 
principles to join our party and make its working a sncces?,. It has 
been s\iggested to us that no new ministry will be formed, and if it 
sliould come to |)a.ss as such we are content but we do not see eye to 
e>e with it. h’urtbej we shoubl like to make it clear that (uir opposi- 
tion to tbi.s ministry is in no way ])ersonal noi due tr» personal ambi- 
tions and we deny that tin* Minister' lire the victims of intrigues or 
personal malice. It i'^ only political principles that <*an raise or 
overhelm minister^. Let it he dearly nnderstood that we are no 
wi’eckers of the constitution hut on the other hand our political 
pr inciples if put into practice will make tlic const itut torr ([uite a siu'cess. 
lienee we arc* unable to support the ministry as we fin<l that it con- 
flirts with our prim iples and we have no other’ alternative l)ut to move 
the motions before the House. 


Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, “ A man with a ( onviction,'' 
says ,Tohn Stuart Mill in his essay on ‘ Representative Government/ 
“ is ecjiial to ninety-nine wdtliout one.” AA’e congressmen know what 
we are about ; we stick to our ideahs with resolute tenacity of purpose, 
with a faith, a fervour and an enthusiasm which does not belong to 
the things of the world, We do not believe in diarchy and forty of 
iis on this side of the House are wjual to forty multiplied by ninety- 
nine on the opposite side. 
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Sir, we have a glimpse of liberty. Like Moses of old from the 
heights^f Siu§i^ we have a glimpse of the pi'omised land, a foretaste 
of that priceless treasure of political rights and liberties which we are 
determined to obtain and leave as the destined heritage of those who 
will come after us. We therefore refuse to l)e deluded by those guilded 
political lollipops thrown at us in the shape of Itefornis, for we believe 
in our heart of hearts they are meant to perpetuate the reign of a 
barren and sterilizing alien bureaucracy over a race, ri(‘h in its glorious 
traditions, imbued with ideals which no foreign nation can sympathise 
with and consequently cmshetl by a domination from which it is 
struggling to be free. Actuated by these ideals we lia\e four or five 
times during the last four years succeeded, in the Hooi <»f this House, 
in leading to victory motions of a similar nature, either refusing total 
grants for salaries of Ministers (»r expressing want of <*onfidence in 
them. We believe that dian hy eveii as a transitional measure is unwork- 
able and can bring no real or substantial good either to the classes or 
the masses. Diarchy, though so many times vaiuiuishetl, still real's 
its head in this land of T^michand. Prostrated, baffled, defeated, yet 
over the trail of hlood and the hecatomb <if mangled bodies, the car of 
ministry, like the fabled (^ir of Juggernath, r(dls on, breaking the 
bones and crushing the manhood of a race enfeebled by disease, 
famished by want of food, yet ‘groaning under a system of top-heavy 
administration. Propped by the sunburnt white f)fti(*iuls and non- 
officials and the nominated few. Ministers have nof the support of 
the vast majority of elected members. The system of administration, 
as it obtained in the prereform days, goes on merrily under the direc- 
tions and leading strings of white bureaucrats, no matter whether a 
black or a brown bureaucrat is temporarily placed nominally in charge 
of some dcjiartments. Valiant men are found coming forward to 
accejd office for a few months, foi sooth, on the plea that some good 
may lie done through the working of diarchy — good no doubt to them, 
their so-called followers and henchmen. They rose in the political 
firmament like rockets but fell like stones. Mr. liangaiiathan Mudalier, 
the Minister at ^fadras, who has just resigned over the trouble al)Out 
co-operation with the Simon rominission, said tlie other day in the 
Madras Legislative (’ouncil : “ It is better that diarchy should go 

than those administering it and those entnisted with the duty and 
privilege of representing the views of the Council should in reality 
misrepresent them,** 

Do our pre.sent Ministci-s represent the views of the c^mntrv about 
the Simon C/ommission. All efforts t/> get a pronouncement from them 
of their views have failed. “Hush, hush*’ is their policy. “Tell 
it not in Oath, proclaim it not in Askelon lest the daughters of the 
Philistines may rejoice** — that is their motto. Hut the country 
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knows their views and they should not be allowed to misi'epresent the 
country. On that one f^round alone they ought ti) go. Sir Provash 
Chunder Mitter is a Liberal. So are Sir T. P. Sapru, Sir Sivswamy 
Iyer, Sir C. Sitalvad, Sir Ali Imam, the Raja of Mfihmmudlf^ad, Sir 
Deva Prosad Sarbadhikari, Messrs. C. Y. Chintamoni, H. N. Kunzru, 
d. N. Basu only to name a few. At the annual session of the National 
Tiiberal Federation in Bombay, in December last, the Federation 
deei<led not to have anything to do with the Commission in any shape 
or form. Being a true liberal — the pure and undefiled — is Sir Provash 
willing to abide by the decision of his own paHy or intends to separate 
from the party and co-operate with the Cominissifjn. TiCt him give a 
plain unambiguous answer to a plain (juestion. 

Lust week I had ((noted lioiii his speecli about his views in 1024 of 
a Minister whose party is not in a majority. “ Self-respect demands 
his resignation,” Those aie hi^ (»wn uords. Three years afterwards 
in January, 1027, he repeated that it was unwoikable, and he said he 
W’ould be a Minister it he had -U) men ot his eomniunity at his back. 
About the time he was appointed Ministei, tliose members ot his com- 
munity who hitlieito belonged to his paity seceded and tormed the 
Vnion Pait>. Sir Provash is therefore tin* leadei of a j>ai1y of five 
or six members of his own community in tins House. It he still w’ants 
to believe that sup|Muted b\ tliese five or sIn ami the Kui-opeans he is 
a pfjpulai' Minister responsible to the i])eopb* then his ideas of resp(Ui- 
sibility must have underg<me a curious change. AVIuui tin* President 
of tlie Muddiman Committee asked him in examination how was it 
that the (luznavi-Fuzlul Ihui Ministry had no following when bti voted 
for it and (18 against — he explained that of the Ob only 22 were eleeted 
niemb(*i’s and 44 wei(‘ oflieials and nominated. Now Sir Provash cannot 
even claim half of that nuinhei ot tdected members on bis side. 

Let rire now turn to bis g-ieal colleague — ibe llon'ble Nawab 
Musbar ruf Hosaiu, Kban Bahadur <d Jalpaig-rit i. Heboid, there he 
sits in his majesty on a tottering three legged thrtme — a great authority 
on Kdircatioii, Excise and Heg^istiaticm. lie wa^ instrumental not 
<Md.\ h\ his \ote, hut h\ his oth«‘? great en(h‘a\ (»uis. to throw out of 
office the last uiiniNtr) — an e>eiit which li(‘ cehd»rat(‘d by a public 
dinner at Pelitti’s. Shortly after that he goes up to Darjeeling 
and (juietlv ^ets himstdf appointed a Minister. Ministry at any cost, 
never mind whatever ma\ be the cost to retain it, and in any shape 
and form, even though the Education iM(rt ted io is thrust upon him, 
education about which he understands as much as I possihly do, and 
which he got a little in his younger days and never <*ultivated since 
then. Sup|M>se. Sir, J am api»ointed to-day b\ the benign (lovernment, 
the Principal of the Shibpiir Engineering ('ollege. If I have any 
giiiin of eonnuon sense in me I w ill cry — “ Call back your charity, 
spare me the shame and the lidieule.*’ In no country in the world 
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was ever a man, enjrajTPtl in the plantationB — ten, coffee, rubber or 
whatever it is — seen posing himself as an expert on Education. But it 
is said lunar influences on human beings sometimes create wonders; 
for has%ot the poet sang alwnit a politician in England — 

Tn the coui>e of a >ingle moon, 
lie turned a chemist, statesman, fiddler and buffoon.” 

Nawab Musharruf Hosain was present at a public* im‘eting of the Mussal- 
man community held on ‘2.^rd January. 191^7. and the second rc‘solutiott 
passed ran to the fcdlowing effect: — 

“ This meeting further demands that the Moslem members of the 
Bengal liCgislative rouncil should refuse tc» woi k with Mr. B. 
('hakravarti and Sir l*r(»vas|i Mittei as Ministers, because it 
wcuild be against the <lignii\ and \ital interests of the 
Mussulmans.” 


nignity indeed! Vital interests east to ihe nmiuIs, and dignity 
toigotten \\ hen tlie sweets ot office began to lure the Nawab Sahcdi. 
W’heie was the dignity when the* Nawab cut sucli a son\ figure during 
cjuestion time. Where was the dignity when the vital interests of 
education were forgotten, when on drd Eebruaix, 192S, pcdicemen with 
batons trespassed into educational institutions and belaboured teachers 
and students alike. 

On the l^oth Septeinbei la-'t Mi A. K. Fazl-ul Hucj and othei Muham- 
madan leadcis — T am glad that Mi. h’azl-ul Hmi has tc»-da> conn* to this 
Council and I hope he will adhere to his opinions exinessed before^ 
because Mr. Fazl-ul Huq is always very slippery — issn(*d a statement in 
which they declared— 

“We feci that Nawah ^lusharrul ll<»saiii has ai^ieed to accept 
office as a Minister in utter disregard of Muslim \i(*ws ancf 
.sentiments, and we afijieal t<» the people <d Bengal, and memherH 
of the Council in particulai. tc» give real and effective expression 
to the views cd the Moslem coiniiiunity regar-ding tlie formation 
of a ministry in Bengal iindei the* juesent circumstances.” 


I have always looked upon M uhammaclaiis as brothers and coinrudeft 
in arms fighting together for the uplift of the common motherland. 
I join in this appeal of Mr. Fazl-ul-Huq and others and ask my Moslem 
colleagues in this Counc*il to give real and effective expression to the viewa 
of the Moslem c*omiiiunity without fear or favour. The Moslem 
members must have notic-ed that only yesterday when they demanded 
more employment in the I’olice service-r~tlie Naw^ab voted against it 
and went to the “ No ” lohbv. 
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I wonder at the orififinality of the view« of the Nawab Musharruf 
Hogain. Explaining^ the attitude of Govemiiient with regrard to total 
prohibition, this Minister of Excise deplored, on the I2th instant last, 
that unfortunately Beng*al was not a MuhaTiiiiiadan province, ^e said 
there are “ Hindus, Europeans and the abori;g:ine.s like tlie Saiithals 
who drink intoxicants and therefore the Excise Department must func- 
tion.” T do not know whether the Europeans felt flattered by beinji 
sandwiched between mild Hindus and wild Aborij^ines. The Xawa!) 
inui*t have ;rot his inspiration from an adveitisement that appeared 
fiome years ag:o in the columns of the London Dailij AV/ca which 
announced a jj^reat show g’oing: to be held at the Crystal Palace — “* a 
show of dog’s, nionkevs and Indians.” A Minister, who lavs down 
■such a policy backed bv so cogent and convincing a reason, must be a 
wonderful Minister indeed. 

Can the transferred departments be satisfactorily administered with 
the support of official votes. Suppose the Ministers liave a fair 
majority, of what does that majority consist? Xiiieteen offi<*ials, 9 
nominated, IS Europeans and Anglo-Imlians, make 4t> in a House of 
139 memhem excluding the Hoii’hle President. Of the remaining 93 
members 43 are Congress meiiibei-^ — leaving a balance of oO members 
wlio are Muhammadans and niemher** oi the Cnion l^artv. IVo 
tnenihers out of the oO cjinuot >it here he< ause of judgments of eourts 
passed against them. Out of the 48, sixteen belong to the Union Paj1y 
wdio are not supporters of the Ministeis. It comes to this therefore 
tlnC out of Jh3 niemhcrs Ministers can think of counting upon 32 
luemhei’s for support. T<e<lay’s vote will ilecide how many of these 
32 are sn])porters of the Ministers, loi I knou at li'a^t twent\ of them 
who follow Sir Abd-ur-Kaliim are not. So if in 1924 the Ministers had 
■only 22 elected memhers hehind them — to-day Sir Provasli lias not more 
than 12 elected memhers to support him. If in the administration of 
transferred departments Ministers have to depend upon official and 
Euiopean support — this is the very negation of self-government — a sight 
•not at all “ edifying ” as the Ilon’hle Nawnh Bahadur Saiyid Nawab 
Ali Chnndhnri had said. 

(At this stago the member r(‘ached the time-limit and was allowed 
two minutes to conclude his speech.^ 

We want to end this state of things — this state of irresponsibility 
masquerading under the terms “ Besponsihle Government ” All 
Ministers must g^> whether they are A. B. C. or D. Diarchy must be 
^mried fifty fathoms deep. The new epoeh which will mark the hiidh 
of an emancipated people must be usbej-e»l not thn)ugh diarchy, not 
thiough a debased and demoralised system, but must derive its sustain- 
ing breath fnmi the vitalising springs of popular liberty and absolute 
autonomy. The continuance of diarchy is morally wion^, econoiiiically 
disastrous and politically inexpedient and unsound. 
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Sir^ M I began with a quotath)n from John Stuart Mill let me 
finish by another quotation from hi^ self same book. He lays down 
three conditions for >elf-govevnmeiit, <‘all it Swaraj if you will. They 
are — 4 

(1) That the people for whom the form of jrovernnient intended 

should be willing to areept it. (It i^ clear we do m»t wTunt 
dyarchy.) 

(2) That they mll•^t he willing and able to tlo what Is necessary to 

keep it standing. (AVe are determined to keep it lying 
low.) 

(3) That they must he willing and able to do what it re<|inres of them 

to enable it to fiiltil its purpose. (AVe are determined to kill 
it every time it rear^ its head.) 

Therefore we have not got self-government through dyarehical f«»rm of 
Reforms. 

Sir, nations aie not Ixirn, they are ma«ie. We (‘annot he ma<le a 
nation bv fiats from the Imperial Parliament nor hv reports of Royal 
Commissions. In our own hands lies our future destiny. T do not 
know w'hat will he the result of these two motions. There is no royal 
road to freedom. If we meet with reverses, that will not discourage 
us — foi’ reverses would only stitl’en our ha<‘ks. We do not despair — for 
despair is the ke\note of failure. The hand of invisible time is perpe- 
tually marking its juogiess on tj»e dial of our <ountry’s destiny. That 
destiny will he Us we will make it. Manx <d ns will not enter ('aiiaun 
— some choice spiiits have >een tlie vision. Many will fall in the 
(Irand March. Rut we are determined that those who will come after 
us xvill he the inheiiioi> <it a glorious heiitage — a heritage of an 
emancipated jieojde cnjoyiug the hlessiIlg^ of free ami fedarated 
motherland. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS; Sir, 1 want to-day to make the policy of the 
British group, the policy on which it actr^ at iiresent and the possible 
policy on which it may a<*t in future, <|uite clear to the members of the 
Council. Now’, in the la.st Council we hud a small majority "who stood 
for diarchy and for a trial of the constitution. We have always up to 
the pre.sent conceived it to lie our duty to do our utmost to allow that 
constitution to function in this province. IleiH'e we have always done 
our utmost to -supjwirt the Ministers by vote and by speech, though with 
the latter w’e have always tried our best to be courteous to our political 
Opponents and to avoid personalities. This policy we have (continued 
until the present moment. We support the present Ministei-s, and we 
shall vote for them solidly on this occasion. We do so for two reasons, 
first of all because the largest party on the opposite side of the House 
is attacking once more the constitution. The second reason is that we 
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have confidence in the Ministers themselves as being eager and anxions 
<o forward measui'es for the benefit of the people. We believe, moreover, 
that Wcial i-eform by Ministei-s, and by these Ministers, is the best 
method of advancement at the present time. Hut, Sir, it seems tp fis 
now that an entirely new situation has arisen in this Council. There 
is fit the present moment a ver>’ considerable majority in favoui of the 
functioning of the constitution as was proved by the voting the other 
day, but for various reasons that majority is ineffective and inoperative. 

3 P.M. 

It is not our buisness, nor is it (uir desire to invest igale or examine veiy 
< loMely what the*>e reasons are, but briefly it rnas be said that owing 
t<» personal difsiigieemcnts, pci-sonal quarrels, between cei-tain leaders 
of the pro-constitution groups those tw(> parties have split *tip 
into factions and these factions are now fighting against 
another. Moreover, Sir, il seems to us that this faction fight 
may prevail us against the fight for the constitution itself for the 
constitution is left aside as being of less impmrtance. We have, 
theief(»re, been led to examine our policy once more for two oardi- 
iial ])oints of our policy are affected — first the <lefciirc of the constitutio!! 
itself, and secondly the stability of the administration. Sir, last 
yeai a miiiistiv came and went away inid tlooi is a possibility — 
we hop(* il will not be so, and we believe it will no1 be so — of a defeat 
(tf the present ministry to-day. Sir. f liav«* therefore, to repeat 
w'hat I said last August that my party eanmd anv longer take part in 
a game of [)olitieal f>kittles. \Ve are (juite tiled <d‘ the intrigue that has 
bten going on. with the groups shifting and <lian^ing like the sands 
of the seashore — a politieal kaleidoseojie. 

We have tlierefoie de< ided that, minh as w«‘ desire tliat the consti- 
tution simuld function in Ihuigal, if the vote of want of confidence should 
siKM’ced, wc >hall not be able l<» offer our sup])oit to another set of 
ministers who might be imminateii by His Kxcellency. so long as the 
present situation prevail in this ('oumdl We have taken this step after 
serious consideration. e <‘onsi(ler that this frequent (‘bb and flow and 
attack up<m Ministers, and with freijuent transfer of departments, are 
doing gieat harm to the province. Above all. we earnestly desire 
pl^gi'ess in the )iealtli-gi ving and wealth-bringing departments, and we 
can see no hope of that progress unlejvs theiv ar<* Ministers here with a 
atahle and sufficient maj(»rity behind them or unless indeed that change 
of heart and definite change of policy should come at last amonirst our 
political opponentis. Sir. we shall doubtless be charged with inconsis- 
tency but I hold that we are not inconsistent — we are in favour of the 
efficient functioning of the constitution. Sir. although we hare made 
this determination we an* (piite snrepn this side that the vote of no-con- 
fidence wilt he defeated and that the Ministers will indeed have their 
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opportunity ^ serve Bengal. We are lookiifg forwanl to the improve- 
ments in water-supply, in health and in agriculture which they have 
promisedf to bring. We are not here to criticise the motives <ff our 
political t»omi*ades in this Council for after all whoteve? Uia> be our 
political opinion we consider them to l>e comrades; we are all here for 
the purpose of serving Bengal. Sir, T do ask those who were returned 
to‘the Council to give diarchy an opportunity to function— I do ask ^ 
them to consider* tlie position and to look to the broacler issucvS of the 
question leaving aside personalities and to vote against the motions of 
no-confidence to-day. 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: . riic (h‘\il of niinisti'A ha> again come to 
torment us. Tie has been moving round and round this distinguished 
Pleitsc ever -"nn'e tin* inauguraticm of the <lual system of go\ernment. 
This niiscliievous spirit has already beguibnl and naught into the trap 
quite a good numher. In the life-time of the ]>resrnt Council, lie first 
sat the shoulders of two of iis and alighting from there he again 
ascendipd the shouldeis of two otlieis. (hie of tliese has liad a sei ond 
attack; the other is a vietim for the first time but liis fit is none the 
less severe. 'Fhev are in need of a good exoreiser. FoitnnateK for 
them there jire a good many in this House who have volnnteerml their 
sei'viees to free them from the inflnenees of the <‘vil spiiit l»y some 
mystic formula which will soon be left with the ielb*r of the Aye lobby 
to be eommunieated to the guardian of the Tlouse foi‘ f>ro]>er application. 

Now our position, 1 mean the position of the Swaiaj Ihirty with 
regard to the ve\«*d (|Uestion o{ ministry is only too well known to 
tliis House and has lu*en proclaimed from housetops linu's without 
number and needs no ] eiteratioii. We a?e out to extirpate the <‘lmrining 
institution of ininistiy and w'e can know no peace until we can achieve 
our end by making the imperialistic (Government mend its ways so as 
to correspond to the wishes of the Tmliaii National Congress, which is 
the voic‘e of the country as a whole. 

Sir, we on thi> side of the Hon.se have no predilection foj minister- 
ship and we do not choose between Ministers but we want that that 
ministry, the veritalde apple of disiord, the cleavage-making demon, 
the chief impeiliment to the growth of Indian nationalism, should he 
taliooed. 

Now^ while taking purl in the motion of no-conHdence in Minister's 
I do not mean to convey that the present niinisters lack tho tuleiits that 
are required of them to discharge the function of their ministerial 
government but w'hat I mean is that these Ministers, however able and 
efficient they may he, are only the Wt ravers of their mother country 
and as such are unworthy to hold the trust which her peopleiCcan repose 
in them. 
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Th |5 t^lianee has <fnce more <*onie to us -to serve our mother cottntry 
and if ijre sincerely -Idesire her saltation then let us pii^ aside our 
inteme<*ine^^quaiTels, rally round one banner, the baniier^rf Ae l^ian 
National Congress, present a united front to the Povemment a 
claim to the world Jjo f the non co-operation movement is on its onwar4,, 
nadlch and is on a sure road to success. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I have listened wit]^ 
attention — 1 may say witli respectful attention — to uliat has fallen from 
iny esteemed friend, the Maharaja ot Myjuensingh, Sir, I must confess 
that it is not without some difidem e that T rise to oppose thesq^ motions, 
which have been moved by one for whom I have got the greatest respecl^ 
and which I am afraid. Sii, has alread\ been assuivd of a fairly power 
ful support ill this House. 1 would not have ventured to raise 
feeble voice against these motions if I were not fully c onvinced of the 
justness of my cause, of the very unrciisomihle attitude of the supporters 
of ihese motions and of their utter futility as political tactics. I am ex- 
tremely sorry that this proposal which is horn of hate, personal animosity 
and of jealousy, should find as its chief spokesman one of the leading 
ttobleiuen of the province. As regards their su[>porters. specially my 
friend, llahu Hi joy Krishna Hose, the less said about him the better. I 
may say, Sir, that I have got very little faith in his ]>oliticul principle, 
inconsistent always as he is. His jierfonnances an* well known to my 
^riemls ot the Hengal Secrelariat a^ \\ell a’^ to sonic of the leading 
llffbleinen of the jirovince. 1 am extremely sorry that my esteemed 
friend and leader, the Maharajadhirujn Hahadur of Hurdwan, is not 
here to-day to bear me out. As regards the sincerety of purpose of my 
friend, Hahu Hejoy Krishna Itosc, it is too well known to need any • 
explanation. So T do not projM>*»e to take very serious notice of him. 
AfteV Inst Friday's voting on the Ministers’ salary T think it cannot be 
denied that Hengal now stands committed to work diarchy. Out of the 
80 hon’hle memhern who voted against the motion of Habii Akhil 
(Miundra Dntta, 04 were elected; they w’cre as much representatives of 
the people as my friends on the othei sid«* of the House. After that 
it is idle to contend that diarchy must go. Have the supporters of 
diarchy diminished or imueaseil during the last two years. 
My friends must admit that the supporters of diarchy are now 
in the majority and the wrei'king policy of my friends has 
failed and most hopelessly. The only result of this policy of 
wrecking the coustitutioii has been to exhaust even the stupendous 
energy pf the Swaraj Ibirty— whose energy, ability and self-sacrificing^ 
spirit could have Wen most profitably utilised in the interest of" the^ 
imfion in ennobling the public life of Bengal. 

Sir,, the, present Ministers stand for two great schemes, ri 2 ., rural 
wat#*-HUpgl^ and free priniary education in Bengal. Sir, it is for the " 
House fo w^ighihr balant**? of gain— it is for the Hou«e to decide whether 
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il pr^ci|p to accept nietapKysjcfed vietoi^* to ^taugiUe and 

irresoliilM* «i l#in I ci^oi make up luy mind to^fifiean |pmt benefit 
to nlki<4t the milfen^um which %el are Assured will tawn on 
Ben^ tofcioriow if the Mioisters <*an be removed tof-day or fe admitted- ^ 
1;^ fiftile polit^^ tafrticis. My friends on the ^ther side owe their 
iill^aj|B6 tofc the Corfferess: But what of their unholy alliance wi& 
"’th'i political seIf-M*ekers who have no other objei't in view other tfian. w 
ielf*ag|^raiidiseinent ^ Those gentlemen I would venture to deaeribe as 
4 band pf political adventurers. I must say that it is hot at all con- 
•aistaiii wi^ the great prim iple of the Congress to which we all must 
Ixjjc down. It isi derogatory to the dignity and self-respect of ita 
in^ividniB meniWrs. 

^15 P.M. 

. ^ ^"^ir, I want to appeal to my friends in this House, I mean the mem- 
bers of the Union Party, all of whom arc men of very high lineage, with 
i?reat Btakes in the country, men of considerable education and culture- 
— I want to appeal to them through yon. Sir, not t() lend their voice 
to this chorus singing the hymn of hate. I appeal to them to keep them- 
selves away from the persons diffusing the foam of personal aniipesity»c 
I can assure them that as soon a^ their object will be fulfilled, they y?ill * 
forg^el everything about unily and purity of publii lib^ and again wallow^ 
in .the cjuagmiire of bribery and corruption. 

THc Hmi’blc Mr. A. N« MOB ERL Y*. As far as I was aide to und0tNf*» 
stand the mover of these motions, his object in moving them, I may 
bis sole object, was that the present Ministers might l>e replaced by 
Ministers from the Union Party. (Question !) I stand open to eorrei'tion. 
He said that there was nothing personal in the motions, that lie was merely 
asserting a ]K>litical principle and. as far as I could understand, that 
prditioal principle was that these Ministers should Im* turned out and’ 
fresh Ministei*s should be appointed from his party. 

A sul^equent speaker has also said that he has nothing tp say against, 
the present Ministers and that they do iH»t lack talents. A nother sjieaker 
however alleged that the Hon'ble Xawab Saheb is ignorant of educa- „ 
tio^ All I can say on that subjects is, why not give the Nawab Baheb 
a little peace so^'that he can learn something about it. We all know " 
tbat^he is an ^«xtremely iuccessful man of business who has made lots 
of money which all of us would be very glad to earn. Such Indian 
business men are not too common in Bengal and if we can induce a,, 
^siness man to take on a business of this sort he .sh«ii|d 
ye given eveiy opportunity and everv^ encouragement to ^nn 
it oti husineM lines. I 'said the other day that these Ministeij 
had not^iad a fair chaj^ of making good. From the ,tinie they '^ 
office they hfve been under the shadow mol5^ 

of nd^Jon^ience ; it has come at last and I e*peet that araagllemely 
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relieve^ that it lu»tiiDti^el "^ut tbe,trou|Ac, m iliat even if they fjei ove^ 
theee inoWns tfeere^fl-^b^lutely no^reaeofS l^nothir 4 >D#sho^ not 
be brourfh,t ok tlte ffrS d^^oAHe nei^ Ses^^. * Ai nny Vat^" I^p^thfit 
by that tiihe fhoyVill b^v^ jiad more iiinii^tp sho^ vfhat tbfy can do. 

Aa very 4t] e 8ti^s8 lina bee rf laid On thein capacity i need* nbt per- 
l^irga 4«aX^ry* much further ^itb this part of the wihjejt^. need* only 
any that Hia Exf^ellency has had no reason to doubt their capne^, and“ 
irhon ho Ivas, the remedy lies in his own hands without a^^silhmpe 
Jhe'Council. (Hear, Hear!). * / «' 

iWbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Is the Honn>le Ite^ber ^n 
order "in referring: to the views of IT is Excellency for the ipurpk)se of 
influencing’ the vote of this House? " • ^ 

,«lr. PRESIDENT: You cannot sujipose what object the Hon’ble 
STeittber has in view. I think he is perfectly right in ryMring to His 
Ert’cllenc^^s decision in tin* iiiaHer. 

^ Bpbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I be permitted to 
iwint out that he was not referring to His f]xcpl]c‘ncy’s decision, which 
Ke should be perfectly justified in doing, but lie was referring t(^ Hl4 
ilxetdlency ’s views. ^ 

Mr* PRESIDENT* 1 have already ruled you out of order. ^ The 
def'ision indicates the views. 


The Hon»bl« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 say that this experiment 
of diarchy bad not bad a fair cbnnce for a Jong time. The ministl'y 
hoe been upset time after time and then we are told that thfe Ministers 
have to follow the poli<‘v placed before them by their Seureiaries.^ Tliat 
I think is not fair. 


T now came to what is rather a ( 4 ue 8 tion of conversion.* J do not 
iiei’e wish to try to argue with my friends on the 'idght, their policy 
is perfectly consistent ; they always oppose all Mini stars they 
desire that there should be no Ministers {lending some slmdpwy seh|^^ 
uf their own, which T have not seen and which, I believe, has not yet 


been formulated. They would rather like that the tranHIe^d de|mrt- 
ments were run by the Members of the Exfecutive Council tli^n by 
non-otficial members of this Council, under tbe predeni^sOQstitution. 
!rH m^iibers to whom I do wish to speak ai*e those ^o Jlst wemk bRl 


J#W^m^iiber8 to whom 1 do wish to speak ai*e those tmo wc^ 
li'^rge majority voted salaries for Ministers and oxpreS^ 
thiftt tbeTfi should be Ministers and that diai^hy 
jlW^ai. ^To fbo!^ jtfe not out-and«oul 


thiftt tbeTfi should be Ministers and that diai^hy s^ul^M 
jlW^ai. ^To fbofll j§ho jtN not ^tlt-a^^'oul 

iWant it is %er]^ ea^ ^ Sem to lU 

flU Pn|t^if)k6n|l4^ aW outlaif oltSf," %ti^«they 



' imi m:/ 

1 ^ "U '!„^s Jl" ^ > 

Bir»irt|i' , ju«t aa 4ifficul^ to deal irira wkea^lwy ajre as ^ 

ike f^iMitt MiB|8|)er|' ia counting ' kHaia tkiy will kuTa td 

daducf* I vapr^conaideikblfejljroportion' oil thg menibeija of this Council r 
from iki&r |K>saiklc aup|^ftei*s. * 

Wkat kopt| what Wt^r h^pc, ba^e the Vrnioti t^artV of remainit^g 

in 8ti*|p<^ihg4hat the<ve motions are carried and His Bxcel|e||Cy 

appointifMmiiiteTs from tliirt paiiy. "VVhat better hope have they of ^ 
remainiillr yn ofece than the present Ministers have? We shall have . 
n vote ot iMM'bnfidence possibly on the first day of the next "Seftsilin 
and their chaUces will be redneed to this extent that apparently the 
non-omcial Bitropoan ^^roup are not poinp to pive them that l^ind. 
support wkich they have jriven to their predecessors. I say Iha^ in 
flu<^h eircumstiincefi the nicunbers of the Union Pnrty will not hiive a 
doer’s cliancok My a<lvice to the Council is to leave the present 
Ministers alone for the time beinp, to jfive them rope enough and let 
them hanig themselves, if necessary-. If they prove themselves piobli- 
peteftt after u fair trial you wdll have some better argument than* you 
have adduced to-day for turniii*; them out. 


Khan Bahaddr Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: Nawkb 

Musharruf Hosain is one of my intimate personal friends. I have 
no f^rudpre against him or rather T am one of his well-wishers. 1 wieh 
hfin auccees in the discliarge of liis duties as Education Minister hut 
he hae been given a trial for five months and the country and the 
Muhamuiadaii community tlunk that he has not been able to come Up* 
to the mark. He was selected by the Bengal Moslem Party to bp 
Minister for Education and was entrusted with a certain policy and 
also certain duties, on the understanding that if he could not w'ork out i 
that policy. or discharge the duty entrusted to him, he must clear 6u]t.* 
The Jiouae know’> that the settled fact of liord Morley became unHettled 
but 4kcre could not be a simple inquiry- into the EuUcati tragedy! 


There wae a Primary Education Bill promified to be enacted into 
a law d( the land in the Februar>^ session of this Council but Where is 
that Bill now P The inti-oduction of free primary education into the 
rural areas of Bengal Vould have chjefly benefited the Muhammadap^ 
eUiamunity but unfortunately that free Primary Education Biirhae 
been delayed and there is no , knowing when it will again fonie up 
billere thle^ Council, 4 f at all; I think rather it has bedn ehelved. 


People, specially the ^Jfukammadan community, are of ppinion' that 
the preef^ ^ ntucatioh Minister has not the capacity to pilot tjm 
lJpHhi^tia|,^BilF tkrotig ike Council. f 

^ two Calcrntta Bills kave been introduced ^JiUto 

members; 



two C^erntta JUnivereity Bills kave 
members ; tkff 
iwll tk#'B9udnioii Minister n^st be i 


m tn#"T!aucftion. Minister must be very compeient*^^ and 
Wd eenvei»Airf4ritk ^nivertity “a*aira and it is appfekeilSed 
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that the learned Education Minister may not be able to discharge his 
duties properly. The Simon Commission 'h^ copae to this country to 
enquire into the present constitution and the growth ahd development 
of education in this country as well as the development of representa- 
tive institutions. It is seriously appi1f»hended by the Muhammadan 
community that the Hon’ble Education Minister would not be able to 
acquit himself at this critical juncture. Sir, the members of the 
Bengal Moslem Party have not been actuated by any personal jealousy 
or animosities in supporting these motions of non-confidence in the 
present Education Minister because he was selected by that verj^ party, 
and it is the earnest desire of the Bengal Moslem Party that the Muham- 
madan Ministers should bring credit and honour to that party by the 
due discharge of his duties as Education Minister, but, alas ! the present 
Minister has been tried and found wanting ! 

Sir, it is said that the Minister has not had time even to understand 
the rudiments of his duties but there is no probationary I)ermd for 
Ministers, and Ministers should be able to grasp the duties of their 
office as well as of their position at once. 

The conduct of the llon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter in the 
formation of the first ministry^ of this Council cannot be condoned by 
the Moslem community in spite of the fact that he parted with the 
Education portfolio and made it over to the Muhammadan minister.* 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain should be condemned for agreeing to work 
with him. 

With these words I support the motions. 

8-80 p.M. 

8if ABD«UR RAHtMs Sir, let me first of all deal with the consti- 
tutional position. To my mind there cannot be the least doubt about 
it. Attempt has been made to confuse the two issues — passing of the 
Ministers’ salaries and the question of confidence or non-confidence in 
partii^idar Ministers. J and all the members of the Counidl have 
been returned under the (Government of India Act of 1919, which 
provides^for what is called <Iiarchy, that is to say, that there should 
be Ministers, responsible to the Council, in charge of what are called 
the transferred departments. It is the duty of all who are returned 
under the Act to proviile for the salaries of the Ministers. It is under 
that Act that I have come to this Council, and I should have been 
guilty of dereliction of duty if I failed to support the demand for 
Ministers’ salaries. The other question whether we are approve or 
disapprove of certain Ministers appointed by His Excellency the 
Governor is totally different and a different principle should guide us. 

I may remind the House that liord Lytton, shortly before he left these 
shores, explained in as lucid terms as possible that it was the respon- 
sibility of this House to say whether they approved of particular 
Ministers or not. It is the privilege of the Governor to appoint them. 
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but it is our function to consider whether they are fit persons to dis- 
charge the responsibility entrusted to them. I may also remind the 
House that having pointed out to us what was the constitutional posi- 
tion, he further told us that, under the circumstances that had arisen^ 
the proper course for the Government was to appoint Ministers alld 
then give an opportunity to the House as early as possible to say 
whether the persons chosen by him were fit and proper men and had 
their approval. This opportunity was to be given at the earliest 
possible moment. What has happened in this case? It has been 
said, and has been said solemnly and repeatedly, that we are not giv- 
ing a proper chance, and not giving sufficient time to the Ministers — 
indeed it has been said that the Ministers have not been given a chance 
to learn the rudiments of their business. I ask in all earnestness the 
English members, who are perfectly familiar with parliamentary 
practice, are Ministers supposed to come to Parliament in order to 
learn the A. B. C. of administration? It that the practice in any 
country? I find that Mr. Travers is receiving my statement with a 
smile. I can understand the significance of that smile. Mr. Travers 
is one of those who do not believe that India is yet fit for responsible 
Government. That is the feeling of Mr. Travers and his associates. 
Is that nof^ the declaration made by the European Association? If 
my memory fails not, that is so. If that is so, then w'hy this anxiety 
on the part of the European members of the Council to support the 
Ministers even if they lack the confidence of the Indian section of 
the House? I ask Mr. Travers in all earnestness whether they want 
to support these two Ministers in order to prove that the principle of 
responsible Government, as worked in this province, has proved a^ 
success. If he and his < olleagues assure me that, if these two Ministers 
are kept in office until the end of the term of this Council or longer, 
they will supiwrt the demand of the people for full responsible 
Government in this province, T shall be the last j)er8on to give my 
vote in support of the motions. T am very much in earnest about the 
prin<*iple of responsible Government being established here. I have 
had considerable experience of administration on various sidea and 1 
am convinced that this is the only possible form of Government which 
can work in this country at the present day. 1 am so much in earnest 
that I gave up the ease and comfort of a seat on the Bench of a High 
Court when I came to this province to take up the duties of a member 
of the Bengal Government. I came here to work the Reforms, and 
I think everyone will agree that what Mr. Montagu has done for this 
country' is the best way of advancing the cause of self-government in 
India. It is our interest, I repeat, to do nothing by which our chances 
of attaining responsible Government in the c ountry may be jeopardised. 

I say this advisedly and I ask everyone to believe that we are all in 
earnest. Sir, a motion of no-<onfidence is a well-known constitutional 
means to get rid of Ministers who have proved themselves to be 
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impopular and undesirable, who are not carrying out the wishes &f 
the people, especially of their representatives in this Council. It is 
a legitimate weapon which is used in all Parliaments throughout the 
civilised world. Then why should serious sermons he delivered to 
usJ' Why should we be threatened with dire consequences if we take 
action against particular Ministers? It is certainly not desirable that 
persons appointed as Ministers should be letained in their seats as 
members of the cabinet, if they fail to inspire the confidence of the 
people. Now, one of the Hon’bJe Ministers was a member of our 
party till yesterday. When 1 was consulted by His Excellency the 
Governor after the fall of the Chakravarti-Ghuznavi Ministry, I 
advised him strongly that in the t ircumstarices prevailing at the time 
it would not be wise to appoint any Minister, at least for some time. 
But I was confronted w'ith the (juestion that if he wanted to appoint 
Ministers, whether there weie men amongst my party who would be 
willing to take office and whether in my opinion they were men who 
were in a position to discharge the duties of their office. He asked 
me if I myself would accept the responsibility, but knowing the condi- 
tion of things and knowing full well that Ministers had to depend 
upon stray individual votes, had to <*unvass on every occasion Lridi- 
vidual members of this Hou>e, knowing all that, I thought I would 
not he able to dischaige the duties appertaining to the otfi(‘e of a 
Minister with any advantage t(» the country or satisfaction to myself. 
It w'us on these grounds that I declined the honour, Imt when he put 
to me whether there weie other men who would he willing to accept 
the responsi}>ility, I mentioned the names ot six men including Xawah 
Miisharrut Hosain, and His l']x((‘llcnc\ srltMted him. I assure 
the House that I tried my best to give the Xawab every possible 
support. From the very day he was appointed there was a howl in 
my community because the Kulkati grievances remained nnredresaed, 
and doubts were expressed as to whether be would he able discharge 
his duties satisfactorily, T was attacked by the entire Muhatmnadan 
Press in Bengal for mentioning the name of Xawab Musharruf Hossain. 
Eveiy <hiy protests weie nuule by the mem hers of the party, and 
befoie the ('ouncil met in December last, 1 had no end of trouble in 
persuading them to let the Iloirble gentleican have a chance of 
meeting his first Council, and, if necessary, the second Council, and 
then it will be for them to deride whether they were satisfied with 
him or not. No one wull be able to contradict me. It was after a 
gnnit deal of trouble that I succeeded in persuading them not to bring 
in a motion of no-confidence last December. But afterwards protests 
w^ere continuously made by almost every memWr of iny party with 
whom I came in contact. They told me in plain language that I had 
made a grievous blunder, and the only reply I could give them was 
that if that was so, I was ready to expiate for my blunder by send- 
ing in my resignation of presidentship of the party. But they 
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refused to accept it. I placed it a^in before a later meeting, from 
which I purposely absented myself lest my presence might embarrass them 
in coming to a derision. They, however, decided unanimously in my 
absence that I should remain the leader of the party and they sent a 
deputation to me. I had the ([uestion brought up once again for* a 
third time, and they again persistently refused to accept my resign** 
tion. Tender these circumstances I had no option left but to come to 
a decision in the party to what action should l>e taken. The deci- 
sion arrived at was that we have no confidence in the Hon 'Me Ministers. 
I do not wish to go further, I do not wish to discuss the pdsonal 
merits or demerits of any particular gentleman. The ('ouiicil knows 
how to appreciate and appraise the value of their performances, and 
it is idle for me to descant upon them. So far as (juestioiis of policy 
are (ont erned, the Minister of my party was expected to see that the 
hon’hle colleague with whom he was to work accepted the policy of 
our party, or that there w’a<^ a compromise between them and 
a common policy anived at by c(tnference and by discussion, some 
thing, whicli would be acceptable to the followers of Sir P. C . Mitter 

and to our party. Fp to now* 1 have not heard whether they have 

agreed on a (onimon programme of work or policy. I wrould retnind 
the House of anothei- occasion w’hen Sir P. ('. Mitter could not come 
to an agieement with the Mussalmaii party as to even a (’ommon 
genen^l formula. Sir P. (\ Mitter’s position is unenviable at the present 
moment. He has five or six followers who do not belong to any party. 
So foi the majority of votes, the great majority, I say 9(1 per cent, 

of the Indian votes, lie has got to rely on the Muhammadan group. I 

ask again if he is prepared to accejit the poli(;y of the Muhammadan 
group about which there is nothing obscure whatever. If he is not, is 
be entitled to use oui votes!' 


V,A^) p.M. 


Mfi W, THOMPSON: Mr, President. Sir. it wa*' a (onsiderahle 
surprise to me to hear the mover of these motions of no-confidence com- 
pleting his speech w ithout referring in a single sentence to the conduct 
of the ministry regarding which he was speaking. I have found little 
enough to the point in the speeches which have followed. Suppose, Sir, 
that I am a lawyer — let us pndenrl that we are eminent law'vers — and 
the {)ie*.ent accused, the gentlemen sitting in the dock, have eonsiilted 
ns as to the defence of their case. What advice do I give them? 
Something like this: ‘'There very little that can he said against 
you because you have not had much opportunity of proving either 
your worth or your unworth: <'all no defence witne^^sps; moss-examine 
the pitisciution. it may (piite likely break down; abuse the plaintiffs’ 
attorney as much as tlie judge will let you, and concentrate your 
attention on objecting to all evidence which is really only evidence of 
previous bad character and not relevant to the conduct of this ministry 
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— and rely on the jurors^ sense of fair play to bring a verdict of not 
proven.'^ The jury in this case is this House and as pleader for the 
defence I have a right to challenge individuals before they are 
empanelled and to challenge Mr. Sen Guptji and his party. They, Sir, 
have already expressed their attitude. They are opposed to the work- 
ing of the constitution. They are opposed to any ministry. Sir, no 
judge, I think, on my representation would impanel Mr. Sen Gupta 
and his associates on a jury to try this case. Mr. Sen Gupta himself 
is a good lawyer. I do not think if he has a conscience, he will 
impaAel hinyjelf on this jury, and I expect him as an honest man to 
remain in his seat when the division takes place. Mr. Sen Gupta is, 
I consider, the man who should be in the dock. It is one of the rules 
of party politics that any party who pushes Tom Tiddler off his castle 
must he prepared to climb up in his place. I have seen Mr. Sen Gupta 
in the court, and I do not think he will make a bad Minister. In fact, 
I think, he would make quite a.s good a Minister as any one on this side 
of the House. And if he were in the dock now’ and were being tried, 
a motion of no-confidence w’ere brought against him before he had 
time to prove his w’orth an<l his uselessness, he should have my vote. 

To deal with Sir Abd-ur-Kahim, permit me to change my metaphor. 
This game of knocking down skittles has brought a discredit on Bengal 

from other provinces and a great deal of <h rision on to this House. 

The ball which knocks dow'n the skittles when it is thrown gets a 

good many moie knocks than the skittles. A good deal more of the 

paint of decency is knocked off the ball tlian oh the nine-pins. This 
particular ball w’us not too spic’k/and span when tlie Government dis- 
cnrde<l it in 1925, After the riots in 192() this ball was in such a state 
that no pair could be found for it. Less than a year ago it knocked 
down these Ministers’ predece.ssors, and I am heartily ashamed to see 
that same old ball trundling down upon my ni( e new nine-pins stuck 
up so short a time ago. 

BftbM JITENDRALAL BANNERJEES Sir. if anything could make 
me vote against tht'se motions, it would he the utterly disingenuous speech 
that has been just delivered by Sir Abd-ur-Rahini. Sir Abd-ur- 
Kahim affects to think that theiv is a great constitutional ques- 
tion involved in the motions before the House. Sir. I should like to 
be j>erfeetly frank and candid, and I shall say that there is no consti- 
tutional question involved at all — except for the members of the Con- 
gress Party. For every Inidy else in the House — Union Party or no 
Union party — it is a question of rapacious greed for office, hungry 
personal ambition, and xindignified scramble for the sweets of office. 
Sir Abd-ur-Kulvim has raised the question of competency — the com- 
petency of Nawab Musharraf llosain, I should like to ask, when did 
he make this pivcrous di.scovery' first of all!*^ Does he forget that the 
Hon’hle Nawah Musharraf Hosain w’as one of his trusted friends, 
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ooUeagaes and lieutenantj» ? Does be forget that the Hon’ble Nawab 
was one of the half-a«doeen members whose names Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
was good and kind enough to suggest to His Excellency as possible 
Ministers? After all, the question of competency is a question of 
degrees. I do not forget that Sir Abd-ur-Rahim himself was a limb 
of this precious Government for five mortal years, and that for over a 
year he was entrusted with the portfolio of Education. We have 
heard much al)Out the supposed deficiencies of the Hon’ble Minister 
for Education. But the problems which meet us to-day in the field 
of education are exactly the same which confronted Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
when he was the Member in charge ot Education. IIow did he solve 
these problems then? What advance did he make towards a solution of 
the great problems of primaiv education, se(‘ondai'>’ education, or 
university edu(‘ation ! T ask hon’ble members to consider this aspect 
of the question befoie they talk of compctem y or incompetency — all the 
more so when I find distinguished gentlemen like Maulvi Maqbul Hos- 
sain (]uestioning the competency of the Hon’ble Ministers. One of the 
deficiencies of the TIon’ble Nawab Musharruf llosain is that he cannot 
speak English fluently — as fluently, say, as Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. Sir, 
I am myself a feeble stammerer in English, and have considerable 
sympathy for all persons who labour under a similar deficiency; but 
I have yet to learn tliat inal)ility t<i speak English means inability to 
govern, to administei the affairs of a (tovernment. 'Fhe less we talk 
such nonsense, the better for all concerned. 

My friend, Mr. Bijoy Brasad Singh Hoy, said with a (‘onsiderable 
amount of youthful enthusiasm that this House was committed to the 
principle of diarchv. Sir. T should like once for all to give the ques- 
tions to this kind of fatuity that is trotted out in the House from time 
to time, I know that my friends over there will refer to the debate 
that took place the other day about the granting of Ministers’ salaries, 
they will say that there were 40 against diarchy and 80 in favour of 
It, and from this they will triumphantly cornlude that diarchy ban 
received the approbation of the House. To this 1 slnmld like to reply 
that n(»se-counting is not politics. Whether <liar<hy has n*ceived the 
appi*obation of this House or not. I slnmld like to show by reference 
to actual facts and f ircumstances. It was only in the latter part of 
192d that the Swarajists fii-st <*ame to this House, pledged to wreck 
diarchy and to do away with a system which, possessing all the show 
snd outward t raftings of deinocnicy, denies us the substance and reality 
of responsible Government. And since the advent of this party to 
this House, can it be honestly .said or truthfully contended that dian hy 
bas ever had the least chance of succes.s or efficient working? W^ho 
were the first two Ministers after the general election of 192'‘{? The 
«^-Hon’ble Mr, Fazlul Huq and the r.r-Hon’hle Mr. GhuznaviP How 
long did their ministry last? Were they not driven out, ignominiously, 
neck and crop, from their seats of power, within a hare six months 



[21st Mas. 


MO NO-CONflDENCE MOTION. 

of BeceBBion to ofRce? After that there was another ministry to the 
personnel of which I can hardly refer without a sense of delicacy. You, 
Sir, were one of the new Ministers, and the other was the Hon'ble 
Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. This ministry, too, had a short shrift of a 
bare three months or so. After this for more than two years, there 
was no diarchy at all. But when the present House was elected in 
1926, this Government, proof against wisdom and experience, sought 
once again to try conclusions with the House and to give a new lease 
of life to diarchy. What happened? The Gaznavi-Chakravarty 
Ministry’ went the way of other ministries; and now the day of grace 
has arrived for the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter and the 
Hon’ble Nawab Mu>harruf Hosain. Sir, you cannot say, after these 
accumulated insiances, that this House is wedded to the principle of 
diarchy. Whenever the House has got a chance, it has made an end 
of diarchy, and no mistake. Alter all, what do you mean by the func- 
tioning of diarchy? If you could have Ministers who could command 
an elected majority of this House, wlio could frame a policy of their 
own, who could have a chance of carrying out their policy, then it 
might l)e said, wdth some sliadow of justice, that diarchy had been 
given a chance of functioning? But, Sir, none of these conditions has 
ever been fulfilled since 1924. No Ministers appointed by Govern- 
ment could ever command an elected majojity of this House in spite 
of all their searchings high and low: and no Ministers could be 
appointed wdth a policy of their owp. Tn these circumstances, I say 
that it is absurd to sug^gest that diarcln is a principle of which this 
Ifouse is enamoured, a principle to which tlii^ House has been com- 
mitted. 

Tlie Ifon’ble Mr. ^loberly has said that we have not given a chance 
to diarchy. Sir, that is an admission of the thoroughness with w^hich 
we, Congress-men, have performed our office. We have never given 
a chance to diarchy, and — to (juote the Hon'ble Member’s own words — 
we shall never give a “ dog’s chance ” to it. So far as diarchy is 
concerned, the record of the Congress is clean, clear and most honour- 
able Every consideration of political faith, every jiledge given to our 
electoi-s, every mandate received from our (‘onstituencies makes it 
imperative that we should wage an undving war against the principle 
of diarchy. But in spite of this firm and deep-seated resolve of ours, I 
must confess that I rise to support thivS motion to-day with n heavy 
and reluctant heart. The speeches to which I have listened have 
caused me much searching of the heart and many qualms of con- 
Rcience : and I doubt, doubt grievously, ns to whether the motions before 
the House are bond fide motions or not. 

4 P.M. 

Sir, the bond fides of a iimtion ma\ be judged by its actual wording 
or by the cha^ader «d its sp(>nsois. Win* are the gentlemen who have 
•ponsored these motions? What is the past record of the Maharaja of 
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Myrnentingli? Has Ke ever, in any matter whatsoever, taken the sMr 
of the people? Has he ever ranjfed himself on the popular side in any 
cause or controversy? Has he ever taken up the cause of those who 
are oppressed, weak, wearj% and heavy laden? Sir, the Maharaja of 
Mymensingh has always been with the Government, he has alwa 3 ra 
been found casting his vote in favour of those who are in power or 
expect to be in power. Such being the case, how can I believe in 
the bond fides of the Maharaja in his desire to get rid of the Ministers? 
All that I can say is that he is anxious to get into the shoes of the 
Ministers himself. So much for the Maharaja of Mymensingh. 

Sir, there is another gentleman who also is one of the sponsors of 
the motion : it is Maulvi Abdul Karim. The other day, when the dis- 
cussion on the question of Ministers’ salaries was going on, Mr. Karim 
delivered a luminous speech which threw a flood of light upon the 
inner working of his mind. He characterised Nawab Musharruf 
Hosain as incompetent and inefKcient as Educational Minister and des- 
cribed him a^ a scjuare peg in a round hole. Since then he has been 
hunting high and low in his eager seai(‘h for the round peg in the 
round hole; and at the end of all his searchings, by a very natural 
process oi elimination, he has come to the concrusion that he. Maulvi 
Abdul Karim, ii.a., retired Inspect(»r of Schools, is the only round peg 
in the round hole. This is the conclusion that the hon’ble Maulvi 
Abdul Karim has arrived at ; but if is possible, it is just possible, that 
there are people who may not be able to see eye to eye wdth him on 
this question. 

With Sir Abd-ur-ltahim I have dealt already. (At this point Sir 
Abd-ur-Rnhim was understood to say something, and the ITon’ble the 
l*resident asked him as t(» whether he had any remark to offer.) (Sm 
Ahim’U'R \ niM : 1 ref\ised the offer of a Ministry.) I am unfortunate 
in this. Sir that 1 have not been able to catch the drift of Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim’s remark ; but that does not mattei. He says that he is 
willing to re])udiate some kind of lionoui. Ao doubt, he would do so 
if the otter came from me : but w’ould he do so if it came from Hiff 
Excellency!^ I am not quite sure of tliat. 

Sir, in spite of my doubt about the bond fidvs of the motion, I 
began by saying and I shall end by saying that we. members of the 
Swaraj Party, are bound to support a motion for no-confidence, no 
matter from what quarter it may proceed. But though we siippoi’t these 
motions to-day I wish, here and now, at the very outset of some people’^ 
career of ambition, to strike a note of warning. Fict not Sii Abd-ur- 
Rahim c>r Maulvi Abdul Karim, b.a., retired Inspector of Schools, or the 
Maharaja of Mymensingh lalnjur under the delusion that they will be 
able to enjoy the sweets of office unmolested for long. The hands 
which pull down the Ministers to-day will not l>e the less busy when a 
new set of Ministers step into their places. Nay, we shall go on^ 
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pulling down Ministers again and again; and we shall not rest till 
even this Government see the- humbug and mummery of playing 
this unending game. It is sometimes asked, what do you gain 
by pulling down Ministers when other Ministers are sure to be 
appointed in their place? In the first place, we succeed in establishing 
our principle. We succeed in making it known to the world that this 
diarchy, if it functions at all, does not function with our approval, that 
it does not function with the approval of the people at large. We 
want to proclaim this fact quite clearly to the world : for it is the 
game of the British Government to make it appear that by their con- 
cession of diarchy they have granted responsible Government to 
India. That is a lie which we wish to repudiate and nail to the 
counter. We wish to tell the British Government — “You have given 
us, not the substance of responsibility or power but only the shadow. 
But we are not political babies; we refuse to be satisfied with mere 
toys; and shall go on pulling down all the Ministers you a})point 
till we have succeeded in establishing in tlie country freedom itself or 
the nearest approach to it. namely, the f\illest degree of Re^^ponsible 
'(3(»verninent.“ 

Mr. W. Ca WORDSWORTH. Sir, with tlie exception of the last de- 
lightful speech which was so impartially devastating that I have not yet 
estimated all its rainifications or effect, very little geimane to the real 
issue has been said by those who would attac k the Ministers, and those 
who would defend them are theiefore (»blig(‘d to base their remarks upon 
what their adversaries ought to have said if they had happened to think 
of it. Motions of no-confidence are nothing new. What is new in this 
is that one or two members of this Jloust' — if niinour says true — sudden- 
ly lost their confidence in the two Ministers one evening last week. So 
suddenly to lose something that has been cherished for four or five 
months is painful, and the rest of us can offei the afflicted oui respect- 
ful and understanding sympathy. t)ur friends opposite suffer no «uch 
losse*-!. They have no confidence in anyone, and being thus spared the 
nervous strain of deciditig from time to time whether this man or that 
man is entitled to tru.st. there is no reason why they «houId not live long 
iind die happy. I trust that they will live very long — long enough to 
change their pcditical opinions and give a>sistam“e in the work of govern- 
ing Bengal. 

T should like to say a few words in elaboration of what Mr. Travers 
has said about the position of the European group We have been 
accused to-day of supporting the two Ministers in the hope that they will 
be so ditscn'dited that in its turn discredit will fall upon those who wish 
io see full ivpresentative Government. T heard that remark with ama^ 
ment and T declare it to he a shameful insinuation. We have a definite 
place here. We have a principle of conduct and that is to support 
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Ministeni, with loyalty but not without criticism. We think that they 
are entitled to both our loyalty and our criticisms. But we feel that our 
position has been taken advantage of and is likely to be taken more 
advantage of if we take no steps to defend ourselves. The voting power 
of the European group has always been a solid and invariable quantity 
to those who are engaged in calculating the possible pei*mutations and 
combinations in party politics, just as the voting of the party opposite 
is also solid and invariable. But we have grown a little restive in our 
situation as independent invariables, and Mr. Travers has made it quite 
clear that we have no intentioTi to challenge the reputation of Tob for 
patience. We reseiwe the light to move across from one position to 
another, from what we may call a positive position to a negative posi- 
tion, at any time that we think fit to. In a debate that turns upon the 
qualities of persons it is veiy difficult to avoid personalities and I am 
sure every one engaging in discussions of this sort do so with consider- 
able embarrassment. It would be quite possible to give a list of what 
one of the Ministers has done in his pit*vious term of office. I myself 
have but little acipiaintance with the Minister foi Education, but the 
European grouj) bus full confideme in his capacity to do the work 
entrusted in him if he is given reasonable oppoitunity. He is a man 
who has succeeded in his private avocations and we see no reason to 
believe that he will not be successful m his publi<‘ iliities. 

Sir Provash Ehunder Mitter ha> previously lield the portfolio of 
Education and one who worked with him intimately and not always 
harmoniously may be j)ermitted to pay a tribute to tlie way in wdiich he 
worked. I could say inu< h of w'hat he did to his transferred depart- 
ments. By his own personal efforts he succeeded in getting large grants 
out of (Tovermiient to imjirove the poisition of teachers in (loverninent 
educational institutions and in non-(Tf>vernment institutions also, a 
contribution to educational welfare that should m t be forgotten. I 
know that it is made an accusation against him that as a Minister of 
this House he blundered int(» a ((iiarrel wdth the University, hut I w’ould 
ask the House to remeinher that he made unremitting effoiis, and smtcesa* 
ful efforts, to repair that initial mistake and that the University has 
recognized his success. That trouble arose not leally from anything 
that happened in this House — not from anything that happened in the 
University, hut from the circumstances that both this House and the 
University had been pu^ in difficulties by the tjovemment of India. 
The University had asked for a Ks. d or 4 lakhs grant to repair its 
defieiencieK and the Oovernineiit of India with strange generosity gave 
it a Rs. 14 lakhs commission. The University has not yet recovered 
from that commission and probably never will. 

Now to eonelude : Is it not a fact that the great objection to our 
Ministers is that in time of great political difficulty they have not shown 
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theimelves to be supermen. But they never professed themselves to bo 
supermen nor was any promise ever made on their part that they would 
prove to be so. I do not deny the possibility of this Council finding 
supermen for these Chairs — it would be discourteous to pretend that there 
are none among us. But ko long as the party opposite prefers to cling 
to its policy of obstruction we shall find few in ministerial uniform. Is 
the Coun(dl of such poor substance that it can respond only to supermen? 
May we not work harmoniously and usefully with men of like imperfec- 
tions with oui-selves? We decided last week that we ought to carry on 
the system of diarchy. But diarchy is not merely a ([uestion of the 
efficiency of Ministers. We, the elei ted Members of this Council, have 
also to wee that we do what is ex])ected of us. It is for us to assist Minis- 
ters In doing their work and to insist that they do their w'ork. We took 
an important decision last week. Tjet us to-day make that decision effec- 
tive by determining that our Minister-, shall be given sufficient time 
on the stage play their part for the good of the country. If we take 
the view lliat Mini^iteiN rd Bengal are entitled only to their entrances 
and their exits we as a liegislative Council convict ourselves of political 
folly. 

(At I'M tlie Council was .•idjouincd and it reassembled at 

4-dO r.M.) 


Babu JOCINORA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: A fiing has \yeen 
directed against the policy of the Swarajists with regard to the motions 
which are now under discti.ssion. It has been said that these are motions 
which have been based entirely upon personal grounds and that then fore 
we the members on this side of the House who have tried up to now to 
follow consistently a certain line of actimi cm constitutional grounds ought 
not to give any Mijiport to the motions, which, it lias been suggested, have 
been actuated lyv pers<»Tial motives. Many other jioints have lieen raised 
with regard to what the Swarajists have done and how the Swarajists 
have always obstructed the suc<*css of diarchy in Bengal. I may say at 
once that the Swarajists luive sufficient strength and sufficiently wide 
shovilders to hear the luirdeii of any amount of criti(“ism that may be 
levelled against them. With regard to this paKicular question the only 
answer which to my mind ought to he given is that so long as we feel that 
we cannot, consistently with the principle we have been following up 
till now, be a party to diarchy in this House, we are bound to support 
any motion of no-confidence f<»r whatever reasons that motion may be 
moved or framed. So far as personal grounds are concerned, speaking 
for myself, I may at once make the point clear that I have absolutely no 
personal gnmnds either against the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter 
or the Hon’ble Nnwah Musliarruf TIosain. Khan Bahadur, but at the 
same time I feel that consistently with the principle which I have been 
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foUawlog I can be no party to support those who ai^ occupying the seats 
which tiiey did not get by a majority of the votes of the elected members 
but by relying on Ooveruinent votes and the votes of the nominated 
members. 

Sir I io\asli C huuder Mittor T know is a geiitleiiiun who has very 
imwh regard for constitutional piacticos I appeal to him to consider 
as to whethei it is (‘oiistitutional for him to oct'iipv' a seat which he knows 
perfectly well ha^ not the siipjiort of a large majority of the elei'ted 
members in this House. On this ground I think that when I. as a mem- 
ber of the group to which I have the honour to belong, decide on a line 
of action I do it on grounds constitutional and not i)ei*sonal. It has been 
^aid, T have heard it said by a certain friends speaking from the other 
side, that the Ministers have not been given sufficient chance, sufficient 
time to prove their merit, to prove that diarchy cun be worked and that 
the Swarajists are entirely responsible for that. At the same time I 
have heard it said hy tliose amiable friends that they themselves consider 
that diarchy is a system which is had and a system which cannot be 
worked, hut they say that alth(»ugh it is system which cannot be admired 
and that although they knew that it is a system which has not worked 
well they ask us to believe in all sincerity that we on thin side should 
do our best to work it for what it is worth: I have tried to follow this 
line of logic s(‘veral times hut T <‘onfcss I fail to appreciate the fon^e (ff 
this reasoning. If one believes that the system which has been given to 
Us to w'(»rk is a system which is unworkable how can we he asked to work 
it on the off ( bance that by working it we may make it successful. Mr. 
Ilanncrjee this afternorui in hl< brilliant speech has told you that we 
are not going to he satisfied with shams, with toys and that we are 
aspiring to something nobler and higher. I have heard some of my 
friends mentioning names which wc all cherish and for which wc have 
the gieaiest revpKMice, the names of Lokamanya Tilak and Sir Surendrn 
Xatli Banerjea and it has been urged that these leaders of India advi.s«‘d 
that diarchy should he worked for what it is worth. Without entering 
into the merits of this question I will remind my friends in this House 
that India in 192S is not what it was in 1919, hut so far as the world 
eun*ents are concerned we find all round us that the events are progress- 
ing in great stides and that in the year 1927 the Congress unanirmmslv 
resolved that complete political independence is its goal. It is idle ff»r 
any body in this Council to contend that this .system, this constitution, 
which we are being asked to work is a constitution which can be worked 
for what it is worth. T, therefore, want to make the jmsition of the 
members on this side as clear as possible in my own light that we can- 
not consistently be a party 4o this system of diarchy and that we must 
take advantage of every occasion that presents itself before us of throwing 
it out by all possible means. With these words I suppfirt the motions 
which have been moved. 



see NO-CONPIDENCE MOTION. [2l8T Muu 

Mttlivi ICADER RAKSHs It is not for th© purpos© of supporting 
the Ministers or going against the Ministers that I want to speak a 
very few words with regard to the statement of facts made by Sir 
Abd-nr Rahim which, to my knowledge, are not all correct or accurate. 
Just after the fall of the last mini8tr>\ at a meeting of Muhammadan 
members of this House — about 27 members were present — several 
questions were discussed, the chief of which was the question of 
Kulkati. I, a humble member present at that meeting, raised the 
question whether the Muhammadans were willing to form a ministry 
again. The question was discussed and it was settled that a ministry 
should be formed, and at that same meeting Sir Abd-ur Rahim was 
repeatedly recjiiested to accept office hut he refused saying that he 
came to the Council on the Kulkati issue and was therefore not in a 
position to accept office. But he said that if the party agreed, he 
would choose one of their party and submit his name to His Excellency 
the Governor for consideration for appointment as a Minister; the 
party gave him absolute liberty in this matter and after some time he 
chose the Nawab Sahib. Now, Sir, he insists that the leader and the 
Minister should be the same person. We did not understand the posi- 
tion he took and several meetings were held at which I was also 
invited; that meeting decided that the leader must be outside the 
Government. We could not understand what Sir Ahd-ur Rahim 
ideant and what was his intention. 

With these few words, more by way of statement than speech, I 
oppose the motions. 

Th« Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: We 

the Ministers have been attacked this time from all sides of the House 
— by my Swaraji.st friends, b\ the member- of the Fnion I»arty and 
by the few remaining members of the so-called Moslem Party. As 
regards the Swarajists and the members of the Fnion Party I will not 
say anything because they have not bi-ought any accusation against 
me or against my capacity of working a- Minister of Education. The 
only person w'lu» has levelled a criticism against me is a member of a 
party which is called the Moslem Party. He said that I have not 
succeeded in bringing the Primary Education Bill before the Council. 

I will remind the House that this Education Bill has been prepared, 
has been circulated for eliciting public* opinion thereon and all the 
opinions that have since been received have been collected and printed 
(the printing was completed just a week algo). If any Bill is to be 
presented before the Council it must receive the sanction of the whole 
Government and you know the whole Government means both the 
reserved and the transferred .sides. The opinions that have collected 
and printed are now being circulated and after circulation the opinions 
of the Members will be recorded and printed and if the Bill be passed 
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in a joiiit meeting of the Cabinet and be not objected to by any member 
it will be presented before the Council. So there are lots of formalities 
to be gone through befoie the Bill can be presented to the Council 
and I have not been in office long enough to be able to bring it so 
quickly before the House. It is physically impossible for any Minister 
to bring in a Bill of such a complicated nature within so short a time. 

Then my friends have charged me with being unable to tackle the 
problem of education which are now before the country. I may tell 
the House that since 1857 when the University Act was passed up till 
to-day practically nothing has been done to change that Act to suit 
the circumstances of the country. I have taken over charge only five 
months ago; many before me had charge of education, and I ask here, 
whereas in the last 70 years nothing had been done, why they are 
charging me as a person who has not tackled the problem of univer- 
sity education? 

4-45 p.M. 

Sir, next comes the sj)iead of education. Is it not a fact that 
during the last five months all that was possible has been done in order 
to expedite the introduction of the Primary Education Bill? If I 
have not succeeded in bringing it before the Council it is not on 
account of my incoinpetency, but V)e(‘ause it is physically impossible 
for any Minister to bring in this Bill at so short a time. iSir, when 

th^* country has slept for nearly 70 years is it possible for a man, 

howevei intellectual a giant he may be, to solve the problem, which 
for 70 years has not been solved, in a few months* time? I can say to 

my friends that even in that matter w’e have not been behind; we 

have appointed a Special Officer to prepare a University Bill on the 
lines of the recommendations of the Sadler Commission. So, there 
also, I believe, I have not lagged behind. Lots of other charges have 
been brought against me. but the time is .so short that I cannot reply 
to every one of them. M\ friend also want.s to speak and so I must 
finish. 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: I th ink it i^ necessary to make it (dear 
once more in this House that we the members of the Congress party 
are not actuated by any personal motives in supporting these motions. 
I am sorry that Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy should have thought fit 
to accuse the Maharaja of Mvmensingh of having been actuated by 
hate, malice, and jealousy against the Ministers. 


Mr. BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise on a point of 
personal explanation; I did never accuse the Maharaja of Mymensingh 
with hate, malice and jealousy. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow yon to rise on a point of personal 
^explanation at this stafira. 

Mrs M« SEN GUPTA: Am 1 wrong, Sir, in stating that Mr. 

Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy used the words, hate, malice, and jealousy, 
as being the basis of the motions that were brought forward by the 
Maharaja of Myinensingh. Is tlieie a denial of the (luestion that I 
have put? There is none. 1 am sorry tliat Mr. Bijoy I’rosad Singh 
Roy should have brought forward that charge against the mover and 
the supporters of those motions. Having regard to that, I have no 
doubt, that he would repudiate and recent any suggestion being made 
by anyljody that he as a nominated inemlier, and iiaving been nomi- 
nated by Government, was liound to support any Minister for the 
purpose of showing to the woild that diaichy was ^till living. Mr. 

. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy ought to have known that he is not an elected 
meinher of this C'ouncil, he lomes here, hecause he has lieen nominated 
by the Government : he owes his seat to the Secretariat. 

I'was sorry ifh see that the Hon’ble Sir Provash f^hunder Mitter and 
the Ilon^ble Nawali Musharrnt Hosain had Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh 
Roy, a nominated member of this Gouncil. a*' theii chief sponsor and 
as their first sponsor, and I was also sorry to sec tliat the Hon’ble 
JMinisters had !Mr. 'I'ravers to gid up anil speak on their behalf, parti- 
cularly when I rememhered that this very Ministio, Sir Pnivash 
Chunder Mitter, in this very House, a few yeais ago. told us that he 
would refuse to accept the oHice of a MinisUo unles> he luul •»() elected 
members of liis community behind his buck. He has had a nominated 
member of Government getting up in Ijis siipjiort and Mr-. Travers, a 
memiier of the Kuropean group ^^etting up to support him, and I am 
surprised that although the debate is almost at an end there is hardly 
an Indian elected member who has lent his supjxu't to him. 

Sir, T nm sorry that a member of t)'\ T>arty would imt give credit 
to members of this House uho tliink diftVreiitlv from iis. I can believe 
in tlie honn fides of the Kiu'opcan group as aKo ot other groups in 
this House with regard to their actions and speeclies. I am not going 
to attack the^bema /ides of any particular political group of this House. 
I cun quite appreciate membei^s of this House belonging to other 
political parties bringing fonvard motions of no-confidence merely on 
the ground that the Ministers don’t enjoy their confidence, while at 
the same time whole-lieartedlv supportin^g the system of Government, 
I can appreciate that principle, I am not going to tell them “ Oh I 
you are actuated by personal motives, you want the ministerial gadi 
yourself,” I wdvsh the honourable member wTio belongs to mv’ party 
bad that charity, had that fairness. He, I know, would not like that 
our party should be attacked that we are actuated by any bad motive 
:and I am sorrv^ he did not show the same fairness to others. 
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I uoi care irom what motive^ members of this House biiui^ 
forwap|i motions of no^onfidence. There are two ways of destroyiaif 
diarchy; one is bj' total refusal of salaries and the other method #hidhi 
|he constitution allows is to support motions of no-conhdeni'e. We. 
have followed both these courses during? the last four years, since the* 
Congressmen came to this Council. Since Junimry, 1924, we ^liave 
followed these two courses, either by rejecting the salaries, or by 
bringing forwa^ motions of no-contidence and tliereby turning out 
the Ministers. We are going to do the same thing to-nilght and we 
hope we shall be successful and in doing so we are doing ^nothing 
wrong. The charge has been made that we afe not true to our 
principles as a few davs ago the demand for the Ministers* salaries 
w'as Carried and that proved that the (louiicil wanted dian*hy to be 
continued. I deny it. I deny that the members have shown by their 
votes that they want that diarchy should he continued. What they 
have show’n by their votes is that they want — eac‘h group wants — 
Ministers to be appointed from tlieir own group. They have not 
shown that diarchy is wanted. 

■Sf 

I go further and say that Hi> Excellency the Onvernor in appoint- 
ing the two Ministers went dire(’tly against the instnudions that he 
had received from His Majesty the King. His Excellemv was told 
in his instrument of instructions that he should choose Ministers who 
would be able to voice the opinion of the people; that he should 
rhoose such Ministei*s who would represent the rejiresentatives of the 
people in the Council. Can i( be said liy any stretch of imagiiiutioii 
that these two honourable gentlemen sitting there represent truly the 
opinion of the people, or even the opiin»m (»f the majoi ity of the, repre- 
sentatives of the people in this Councils That is where llie whole 
thing is wrong and that is why we say that either hy tlu-owing out the 
salaries or by the method of supporting the no confidence motion we 
propose to show' that diarchy is not working, will not work, uiul never 
worked in the past. 

There is one word I woubl like to about Mr. Travers and Mr. 
Thompson. Mr. Thompson has denied me the right of sitting in 
judgment ov'er the heads of the two Ministers. May I say that we 
Indians, we the ele< ted members of this House, would never give the 
right to the European group of sitting in judgment over our Ministers 
however unfit they might he?' I^et them deny if they can that their 
European Association is of opinion that India is unfit for responsible 
Government. I^t them first officially declare that the Indians are fit 
for responsible Government. I go by their a<dion. I am not going 
to say that they were actuated by had motives, hut I do say that there 
is their declaration, their official declaration, and the evidence that 
they propose to give is that India and the Indians are not fit for 
responsible Government at present. Therefore when they say ihat 
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*they would support these Ministe^f'tlie for doin^ 19 ihat the 

Swarajists are out to wreck th4 Qonstitutiou. Mr. Travers is perfectly 
riflrh? and I accept his reason that, the Swarajists are oyt to destroy the 
r constitution. I pan quite understand that, Jmt when they say that 
tliey also have confidence in the Ministers we do not believe them. 
Thar is not the real reason. It is wonderful that throughout the 
.Mstd^ of Jhis Council, since 1924, we have not found one .single • 
ESuropean having no confidence in any paiticular Minister. They 
always have confidence in any and every Minister, because they have 
always fo oppose the onslaught of tlie Congress people wlio do not want 
the* Constitution. Be frank enough to admit, he hold enough to admit, 
that you want lo save this const it uti()n and for that reason you are 
•s^^i^^^cting the Ministers, not because, as you say, you have confidences^ 
in them. Sir, T would deny Mr. Thompson the l ight to sit in judgment 
over us. Tliere is absolutely no difference between tlie official members 
of this House and the European members. If there were more official 
members in place of the elected European members tliey would do just 
as well as the European niemhei's do to look after their interest. They 
would do in the same way and act in the same way. 

5 P.M. 


Now, only on one (X'casion in this session of the (\)nncil Mr. Travers 
had the courage enough to 'go into the lohhy with us. I wonder if 
that wos not a hit of evidence of stage action foi the puiqiose of impres- 
sing the Simon Commission with thV idea that the electeil members of 
th# European community d(» sometimes vote against Gtivernment. 
Sir, T say that the European group have no right to sit in judgment 
on Minist<*rK. The> will always vote' for them and they have always 
done so — their position in tin's (\»uncil is intideiahle. They must 
always support the (iovmnment and support the Ministers whoever 
they may happen to he. So far as the official mcmhers are con(*erned, 
they cannot vote against thein- -e\ i*n thougli tlie official memhers 
individually might not feel an\ confiihont* in the Ministers. That is 
the ^position, that is the eonstitution we liave to carry on. That is the 
reasq|:i wdiy it is ver\ diffiiMilt sometimes to throw out the Ministers 
because of the official group, of the Kun»pean gioup and because of the 
nominated non-official group. T say that we are perfectly entitled to 
nse this weapon that the constitution pnnides, namely to bring motions 
of non-ci^nfidence for the purpose of destroy in!g dian’hv. 

.Mr. S. C. B08E: Mr. I* resident. Sir, 1 had originally intended 
not t© jtake any part in the debate this afternoon, but after the speech 
of the pliant Weinher i'e])reseiiti ng the Bengal Secretariat J felt that 
I wo»W not be doing my duty by merely ret ording a silent vote on 
this matter. The gallant member representing the Bengal Secretariat 
fcfti^aid rtat ij^fse niifions — I have taken dow’n with great care the 
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exact ti>,wliic|^ tliese motions were the out- 

come of Jealousy ; that these motion^ were f)rought forward by n party of 
political self-seekers, and he also in the course of his speech ventured 
to level some charges againSj^ e nieinl>er of the Swarajist WiK’hes — I mean 
Mr. B. K. Bose. In levelling these charges against Mr. Bose he had 
to invoke the authority of a person who is not a inenihei of this HiUHe 
at presgtit, namely the Maharajadhirajn Balwidur of Burclwarit I quite 
sympathise with the gallant member in the obscurity in whicli he finds 
himself; I quite sympathise with him in his failure to obtain" the 
suffrages ““of his constituency; I (luite sympathise with him in his failure 
to find any one else in this wide world to look to except the Mahaijjp^a* 
dhiraja of Burdwan. It is not very long ago that the gallant memlier 
was turned down by the suffrages of the members of his own con- 
stituency — the citizens of Burdwan — and he has now the effrontery to" 
come to this House and to speak on motions which according to the 
Select Committee of the British Barlianient are motions that affect the 
elected members of this House and tlie elected members alone. 

In this connection T may remind the gallant member ami also the 
gentlemen who will no doubt bless him for his speecli — the Ministers — 
what the Select Committee of the British Parliament said, namely 
“that the Ministers must be persons who enjoy the confidence 
of the elected members of the House and are < apable of leading them.’’ 
It follows, therefore, that it is onlv the elected imunbers of this House 
who have a right to say on an occasion like this4 whether ifie Minister 
ha.s or has not their confidence. Thousands of gallant members and 
tens of tluuisands of nominated i epresentatives of the l^ngul Sec*r«- 
tariaf are of no use on an occasion like this. ▼ 

Xow, Sir, the observation tliat the gallant menibei mailc was that 
this t'ouncil stands committed to diarchy. I will not reply to that 
observation because it lias already been replied to ])y Mr, J. T>. Bannerjee, 
whom T will imt venture to emulate in the choice of exiiressions. But 
if I may draw the attention of this House to one observation of the 
Minister for T/Ocal Self-Government whi<h he made after he retiretl 
from the ministerial fjud/Jee and whirh he made in his reply to the 
Government of India’s note, dated the 8th A|)ril. 10‘J4, if 1 may remind 
him of that observation, it was this: — He said. “ I condemn diandiy.*' 
The Minister further said, “ Nevertheless our party tried to 
diarchy whole-heartedly, hut diarchy killed our party. In my opinion 
the difficulties of running diarchy will increase more and more in 
future.” And I have no doubt that during his short experience on the 
Ministerial puddee, the Hon’ble Nawab Mushamif Hosain, Khan 
Bahadur, has certainly realised that the difficulties of running diarrliy 
under this system are increasing more and more! 

Now, Sir, there is one observation which unfortunately^ was made 
from this side of the House against which I desir|^!|o enter pro ta«j^. 
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it wa» said by Mr. J. L. Bannerji»e — and I regret that it was said {rom 
this side of the House — almost echoing the words of the gallant member 
of the Bengal Secretariat that these motions were the outcome of jealousy. 
On the authority of the leader of my party and on the authority of the 
members who sit on these benches, I desire to dissociate myself from 
the observations made by Mr. J. h. Bannerjee. 

In the year lf)24 when Sir Provash rhuiulei* Mittei* voted against 
the Fazlul Huq-dhuznavi Ministry, it was said in this Council, it was 
said in the Courts it was said in the market place, it was said almost 
everywhere that Sir Provash Mitter’s vote was the outcome of personal 
grudge, the outcome of a most unkind and ungenerous feeling towards 
Mr. Fazlul Hu(i. But we on this side of the House are prepared to 
aot^ept Sir l*rovash Chunder Hitter’s statement which he made when 
he was examined by the Muddiman Committee. It will be within the 
recollection of this House that he was asked a (luestion by Sir Tej 
Bahadur Saf)ru when lie was giving evidence before the Muddiman 
Committee, and the question was whether there was any truth in the 
allegation that the vote against the Fazlul-dhuznavi Ministry was 

because they were Mussalmans, the answer of Sir V, C. Mitter was this 

that the allegation was an unmitigated lie and that those who made 
that statement knew that this was untrue. He next explained the 
reasons as t<i why he had v<ded against the Fazlul Hu(|.Ghuznavi 
Ministry, and if those reasons are of any value to him at any time of 
his life, 1 hope he will have the honestv to declare to the House to-day 
that his personal opinion is against this ministr>\ Now. Sir, his 
reasons we^ these— to (juote his own words— that when the two 
Ministers wWe appointed, they had no personal following at all. Then 
the President of the Committee pointed out that GO votes e.gainst 08 
showed that the Ministers had u following. What do you thint' Sir 
Provash ’s reply was? Does he remember or shall I have to remind him 
of his reply His reply wuis this that out of these GC votes 22 were 
officials and the same number were nominated non-official votes and 
thus really the elected party for the Ministers consisted only of 22 
against G8. Does Sir P. C. Mitter remember the explanation which he 
gave then for his vote against the Fazlul-dhuznavi Ministry? If 
these reasons held gtmd in the year U)24 will Sir P. C. Mitter say to 
this House why they do not hold good to-day? And if these rea^ns 
Wd good to-day. what justification is there for Sir Provash Chunder 
Mitter occupying the ministerial chair? If we exclude the official and 
non-official nominated votes, I ask him has he even 30 men of the 
combined communities at his back. I hope Sir Provash Chunder Mitter 
haa not a short memory. I hope he will show by his vote to-day that 
he has some show of consistency in public affairs, some consistency in 
the anews which he has expressed time and again on the question of 
diarchy. It was he who said that diarchy was unworkable,'* it was he 
who said that diarchy “ could not l>e worked at all." it was he who 
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toied against the Fajshil Huq-OhuEuavi on the ground they 

had no personal following in this CouiK-il and I ask hiiBh to declare ta 
the House what justification lie now has for sitting on that chhiV. 

I do not desire to take up the time of the House unnecessarily but 
I may just, before I resume niy seat, remind the House of the value of 
these 44 to 45 combined otlicial and nominated non-official votes. My 
leader, Mr. Sen Gupta, has pointed out to you the reasons why Ministers 
have at all times enjoyed the votes of t^ official and nominated mem- 
bers. The other reason is this that these 44 Kui-opean members know 
that they have the Ministers absolutely under their control, that they 
hold the Ministers absolutely under their control, that they hold the 
Ministers in the hollow of their palms, and so long as the House is 
constituted as at present, they would continue to hold the Ministers in 
the hollow of their palms. 'Phe Ministers will not have the power even 
if they had the will of doing any good to tludr country. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (hi a |)oint of personal ex- 
planation, Sir, Mr. Hose’s nienioi\\ must have faileil him utterly, be- 
cause T never used the word “ jealousy ” in my speech. All that T 
said was that T doubted the bond fifles of these motions. 

[At this stage Hon’ble Sir Pro\ash Ghundei Mittei' and Mr. 11. S. 
Suhrawardy rose to speak.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 ha\e onl\ 15 minutes to s]uire and that must 
be given to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: (hi a point of ordei. Sir. There are 
Heveral other members who desire to speak on these motions and so my 
point of order is that as these are very important motions, is there any 
rule by which motions like the.se can be guillotined simply because the 
House will adjoujii at half past five. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 find that leadei" ami several members of 
each party or group in this House have had op]»ortunitieh to speak, and 
it is not possible for me to allow more time for their discussion of the 
subject now before us. T must close the debate after giving an oppor- 
tunity to Sir I*, r. Mitter to speak. 

The Hofi’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, this 
particular accused is suffering fiom a physii-al infirmity to-day and 
therefore he desires at the outset to apologise to the House, through 
you, in case he foils to l»e audible. This a< < used now pro|K»si s to plead 
formally. My first difficulty however is that I do not know what the 
specific charge against us is. My hon'hle friends to my right and to 
my left who have spoken at length have only said that they do not like 
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the Masters. It is ^ry much like the old case of Dr. Fell. Have 
they pQinled tJUt anything definite that from the 10th October last year 
when #e tod^ charge that we have acted in any manner contrary to the 
interest of tnd country? They have pointed out nothing. On the con- 
trary in s^ite of the fact that they are supposed to be representatives of 
the people, in spite of the fact that they are here under the Government 
of India Act, in spite of the fact that even those who are on the 
Swarajist benches are none less co-ojierators, and have all failed 
to do their duty to their constituencies by refusing to support us even 
when we were acting for the good of the people. We have done some 
good. Their only activity lies in trying to wreck the constitution. If 
we are left at the mercy of the European grouji — and J am glad to say 
that the European group has acted justly — whose fault is it? Having 
thus acted against the interest of the peojile by leaving us at tlie good 
sense of the European group is it jiiopei- for tJieni to twit us on our 
dependence on the European members. In spite of the fact that my 
friends to the right have not been doing their duty to theii* constituencies, 
we the Ministers have advanced the cause of the people undt‘r circum- 
stances of great difficulty, and with motions of no-confidence hanging 
over our head almost every day that the Council has sat. Wliat is the 
charge against us? The charge is you two peojile are vioy bad men. 
Is that the ofiject of section H4A of tlie llengal Legislative Council 
Rul es? Is that the way responsilde representatives of the people should 
use that section? I can only enter my protest against it. I know I 
am in their hands, 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. is the Hon ble 

Minister in or<ler to (juestion the propriety of the section? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The H onTde .Minister is not I'hallenging the 
propriety of tlie s«‘ction but is giving- his own Interpretation f»f the same. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. the time at 
my disjiosal is very limited, but there is another point on which I would 
like to say a fe\i words. We have lu‘en accused that we have no policy. 
Those who know the pri'sent constitution know very well that a Minister 
under the present constitution lannot have a policy in advance like a 
Ministe? in Englaml or any other sclf-govei iiing i-ountry. Suppose I 
think that a certain matter ought to la* decided in a particular way. 
Under tin* present c<»nstitution the Ooveniment as a whole — part of 
of which is not responsible to the people — have to dei ide the question, 
we are only two out of six. It may mean that foi . say, five questions 
the Government as a whole may not agree t(» more than three. Now 
coinimre this with the constitution of a M'If-gt>verning country. I'here 
a political party is a solf-contained body and its Ministers all l>elong 
to the same party and therefore the Government c‘an^ have a policy in 
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advance. That is why I always say that our present constitution is itoH 
satisfactory and I put it to my friends on the ri^rht — are thej^ looking 
really to the interest of the people which ought to be abo^yc any party 
interest by misquoting my speeches and evidence? I ha^e always said 
that diarchy is unsatisfactory but 1 have also said that though unsatis- 
factory yet it is possible to extract good from every constitution and 
it is possible to use the present constitution for the good of the people. 

My policy and the policy of my Swarajist friends are different. Our 
politics are also different. They believe in paralysing the constitution 
and we lil)erals believe in evolution through the working of the present 
constitution. My friends have (pioted Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
others. My friends aKo quote Sir Provash M it ter when it suits their 
purpose hut they would not (juote the full statements of either of us. 

With regard to the (jiiestion (d policy I do not propose to go into the 
question more fully as no charge has been framed against us regarding 
our policy or want of policy. 

Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose has referred to the oft-repeated platitude 
that nations must he made by themselves. If that he so, is it ^lerely 
by canvassing and not hv working for the good of the people that 
nations will he made? I will ask them to examine their conscience. 
I would ask the Swarajist Party, T should like to know from them 

Mr. 8UBA8H CHANDRA B08E: On a point «)f order, Sii. May 
I eiKjuire to which party the Hon’hle Minister belongs? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a point of or(h*r. It is a (luestion, 
and I will not allow any question at this stage. 

The Hon*ble 8ir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: Now my 

friends have shown that they are feeling uncomfortable. 1 am not 
accusing any particular party in this country, hut J do say <Io the 
political paities work for the good of the masses? What have they 
done to improve the sanitary condition of the country? What have 
they (lone to improve education and medical relief? iCncM af What 
have you done?) I as^iume \ have done nothing but according to you 
I am so unworthy and incompetent that you canned expect anything 
^rom me but what have you i)eople, who claim a monopedy of patri<disTP 
and feeling for the masses, done for them? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would advise you, Sir l*rovash, not to answer 
questions which are loosely put to you without my consent. 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have 
resisted the temptation for some time. I say, now assume that I have 
done nothing, but does that exonerate you and others? There are 
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thoM wko know what I am doing. My friends on the right have said 
that their party oonsigt of 42 raemberg and they do not want any 
Ministeii. I can reapecd them for their consistency. But there are 
others who are also I am sure actuated by equally honourable motives 
in trying to defeat us. I hold the Maharaja of Mymensingh, the 
mover of the motions, in high esteem and I am sure he has no motive 
other than honourable. But I would put it to him what will be the 
effect of defeating the Ministry? I would ask him to take a lesson 
out of the organisation of the Swarajists. There you find Mr. J. M. 
Sen Gupta and Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee who do not see eye to eye with 
each other voting together. The non-Swarajists should do well to 
emulate the (consistency, conduct and party discipline of the Swarajists. 

I would say one or tw'o words more. T have listened to all the 
speeches hut 1 do not find any specific charges relating to want of 
confidence in us by members of the Union ]*aity. The onlv thing 
they said that their party is composed f)f Hindus and Muhammadans. 
I wish there were more parties in tlie House composed of Hindus and 
MuhaTnmadans. But is that any leason wdiy the> should not have 
confidence in us. We two and our party consisting of Hindus and 
Moslems are working together. I am afraid my time is up and I must 
resume my seat because if I am to go with other points I would take 
much more time. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sii, there are so many 
members wdio want to speak on these motions. Can you not extend the 
time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have pointed out Harendra Babu that I have 
given lenders of all parties and various other members time to speak 
on the motions under discussion and I Wlieve that we have discussed 
them fully. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UIIRAWARDY: Sir, you have not given the Union 
l^arty an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was for the Maharaja of Mymensingh to 
reply hut he is not in his pln(‘e. If he had been here, he could reply 
if be wanted to do so. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, is it your ruling that 
after the leaders have spoken other meml)er8 who think that it is neces- 
•ary for them to speak are not to be allowed to speak? 
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Mr. RESIDENT: That is not my ruling. You are sadly mis- 
taken. If the President finds that a matter has been sufficiently dis* 
cussed it is in his power to put it forthwith. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You said that the Maharaja of 
Mymensingh would have been given permission to reply. I have been 
authorised by him to reply on his behalf. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not possible to allou you to exercise his 
right of reply. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Council time had been fixed from 2-30 to 5-30. As it is passed 
5-30 now does not this Council stand adjourned ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is really a hotni fific point of older. I am 
afraid I have to decide it ajrainst you. 


Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Is it in order, Sir, to put these motions after 5-30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It rests with the President, Mr. liose. If he 
finds that he should allow’ the last .speaker to go on speaking right 
up to 5-30 then it is clearly his duty to put the motion under discus- 
sion immediately after the speech is <*oncluded. I did not alho\ one 
moment more than 15 minutes to Sir Provash, as I did not forget that 
only one day was alotted for the discussion of the subject now before 
the House. I would once for all say that I am not going to allow any 
other memher to speak and T must now put the motions, ojm‘ by one. 

The motion that this (\miicil has no confidence in tlie Hon 'hie 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, the Minister for Kducatioii,. 
was then put and a division taken with the follow’ing result: — 


AYES. 


A«li«riya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kaiita, af Muktasaaha, Mynisnsingh. 
AhaiiMMI, Mauivi Asimuddm. 

Alunad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mauivi tyad Nmuthar. 

Ali, Mp. Alt|if. 

Atiaultah, Mr. tyad Md. ^ 

Bagalii. BaBu Ramat Chandra. 

SawarlM, Or. Rramatiianath. 

OBRarJaa, Babu Bramatlia Nath, 
•aimarlaa, Bahu Jilandralal. 

Oa i M , Bahu Saai Sahliar. 


Oasu, Mr. e. C. 

Bitaras, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Basa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Bass, Mr. t. C. 

Baas, Mr. tubhas Chandra. 
Chafcravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chafcraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharsbad A lam. 
Das OuRta, Dr. J. M. 

Oatta, Dabu Ahhil Chandra. 
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Hatta, tabu Amulya Cfiantfra. 

Vabu taral Kumar. 

Paraaui« Kban fahadur K. Q. M. 

Ganguly, babu Kbagtndra Nath. 

OhaM, Babu Amartmlra Nath. 

Qhath Maulih, Babu Batyanl^a Cbaiidra. 
^upta, Mr. Joftth Chandra. 

Himattingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Naqua, Kaii Cmdadul. 

MuMin, Khan Bahadur Mauivi gyad Maabul. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, 
tala, Babu taroda Kripa. 
liukarjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Natktr, Bibu Ham Chandra. 

Naiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Mahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 


Rahman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. 

Raifcat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Radha Qabinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

Sanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajaa Abdool. 
San, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. B. 

Afzal, Mauivi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaairuddin. 

Bakah, Mauivi Kadar. 

Barton, Mr. 4 . F. 

Caaaalli, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Ohoudhury, Mauivi Oolam Mawla. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oay, Mr. fi. 0. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Orummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Outt, Mr. 0. t. 

Iddia, Mr. A. MeO. 

Qhoaa. Mr. M. C. 

Ooanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Oafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
Noaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fail-ul. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Lalafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul, 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H.% 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maoartnay, Mr. 4. Q. 

MaaBaan, Mr. 4 . A. 

Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MeCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Sir Provaah Chundor, 
Mobarly, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar tris Chandra. 
Nalson, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Phalps, Mr. Traver J. 

Prentiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Natora. 
Ray, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh. 

Saehsa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Prasad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Qholam Hossain. 

Stnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra Narayan, 
of Nashipur. 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Major-Oanaral Oodfray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Trivars, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beinp GO and the Noes 05, the Tiiotion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS It has been bmupht to ray notice that 
Mr. Haiti passed throuj^h both the lobbies. His name shall bo 
Axpunfired from both the lists. 
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Tko motion that this Council has no confidence in the Hon^hie 
Sir ProTash Ghunder Hitter, the Minister for Ix>cal Self-Oilfemmenty 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

ayes. 


AtHarJym Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shathi 
Kanta, of Muktaaaaha, Mymtntinsh. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

AhmMli Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
All* Mauivi Syad Nauthtr. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiqullah, Mr. tytd Md. 

Bagohi. Bahu Ramvt Chandra. 

Bantrjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

BanarjM, Bahu Promotha Nath. 

BannarjM, Bahu Jittndralal. 

Bastt, Bahu fati takhar. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Bitwat, Bahu Surandra Nath. 

Baaa. Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baaa, Mr. t. C. 

Bata, Mr. tubhat Chandra. 

ChakravartI, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty. Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 

Oaa Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu AmuHf* Chandra. 

Dutti Babu taral Kumar. 

Paroqui. Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Qhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ghath Maulik, Babu tatyaniia Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 

Mimattingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 


Hoqua, Kaii Emdadut. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad Maobuk 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muauam All. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lala, Babu tarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur.. 

Paikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab.' 

Ray, Babu Radha Babinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

tanyal, Babu taahindra Narayan. 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

•attar, Mr. Abdool Raxak Hajaa Abdpol. 
tan, trijut Nagandra Nath. 

•ten Gupta, Mr. J. M. 
toiaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 


NOES. 


Abbott. Mr. E. G. 

Afxal, Mauivi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin. 

Baksh, Mauivi Kadar. 

Barton, Mr. 4 . F. 

Cataalls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBxar 
Rahgian. 

Chaudhuri, tht Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Qolam Mawla. 

Cahatt Mr. D. J. 

Day, Mr. G. G. 

Dawding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. 

Dutt, Mr. G. t. 

Bddis, Mr. A. MaD. 

Ghaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Q aa nka, Itai Bahadur Badridas. 

Safran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Quba, Mr. P. N. 

Haduo, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axixul. 


Hossin, ths Hon’bit Nawab Musharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. FaxI'Ul. 

Hussain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E^ 

Kasam, Mauivi Abui. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maoartnay, Mr. J. G. 

MaaBaan, Mr. J. A. 

Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. 

Maxumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MaCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla tir Pravaah Ohundgri 
Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar tris Chandra. 
Nsisan, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 
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Mr. Trtvtr J, 

FytntiM, Mr. W. O. R. 

RalimAii, Mftuivi Sliaiittiir. 

Riftlifiuifi, Mr. A. F. 

Rauf, Mauivi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, af Natora. 
Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fratad lingh. 

•aahM, Mr. F. A. 


tarbadhfkari, Or. Sir Dawa Fratad. 
iarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

•atUr, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

San, Mr. Satiah Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Ohalam Hoatain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Majar-Oanaral Badfray. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayeh 61 and the Noes 64 the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

''’•'e Coumti] was then udjounied till 2-30 p.m. on Thursday thr 
22nd MareK, 1928, at the Town Hall. Calcutta. 



pnzzzlL.-r «f tiM Bwigal Lagisittiv* Counefl at mii b u d uiidar tlw 
provisions of tho Covommant of Indio Aot 

% 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 22nd March, 1928, at 2-30 p.m. 

Praaent: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatiia Nath Ray CiiAumiuRi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hoii’ble Meniliers of the Fixecutive 
Council, « the two Hon'ble Mjiiiflters and 91 nominated and elected 
members. 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chauhdurl« 
of Santosh)! I have to announce that it has been broujj^ht to my notice 
that Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray had been to Ix^th the lobbies yesterday 
when the motion of No confidence ** in the Hon’ble Sir Provash 
Chunder Mitter was put and a division was called. T have therefore 
to ask Mr. Ray if he has anj^thing to say in this connection. 

(Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray was absent.) 

I see he is absent. 1 think lii.s name should not apf>ear in any of tho 
division lists 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

31— Education (Roeerved). 

The following motion was put and lost: — 

“ That the demand Rs. 4,11,000 under the head ‘ 31 B. — Educa- 
tion (Reserved) — Primary — Direct grants to nou-Govemiiient Primary 
Schools for European and Anglo-Indian Edm ation ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1. ’ 

RoIni AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE moved that the demand of 
Re. 12,89,000 under the head 31 — Education ^'Reserved)” be reduced 
by Rs. 10,00,000. 

He spoke in Bengali. 


Mr. PREtiDENT: I propose to have one discussion on this motion 
and the motion standing in the name of Maulvi Asirauddin Ahamad. 
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Itiutwi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Bi. 12,89,000 under the major head 31—Education (Reserved) ** Be 
Muced by Rs. 6,44,000. k 

He spoke in Bengali, the English trjtnslation of which is Is follows : — 

" After what has been said by my friend Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose 
in connection with the previous motion, I have only a few words to add. 

My first question is why the demand for Education should be divided 
into Reserved and Transferred? It is well known that Goveinment do 
ijot spend for Indians a hundredth part of the money they spend i[^r 
European education. For instance: — 


Europeans and 
Anfflo-Indiang 


Indians. 

'* 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Primary education 

. . 4,71,(KK> 

27,09, (KK) 

Secondary education 

. . 7,43,(KK» 

27,48,000 

Special 

. . 2,03,009 

13,66,0(X) 

General 


21,33,(HH) 


What is the (dqect of Go\-eriiiiient in spending so inucli money on 
European and Anglo-Indian education, when they are only a handful 
in ;coinparison with Indians? Why have Government ke])t the money 
for their education in their own hands? W’e find that (rovemment 
spend annually Rs. 130-5 per head for Kuorpean and Anglo-Indian 
education, wliile their annual expense for Indian hoys is only Rs. 2-11 
per head. There are only 1,200 European primary school students in 
Bengal and Government sj>eml Bs. 4,71,000 for them, while iot many 
lakhs of Indian ]>rimarv school students they -pend only Rs. 27,09,000! 
Gan there be an\ tnmtment more regrettable U»an tliis? Tliirty-two 
European masters and mistresses get Rs. 1,30,700, while 722 Bengali 
mastei*s and mistresses get only Rs. 10, 07.450 a year! Mach of the 
European teachers receive Rs. 345, while each of the Bengali teachers 
receive only Rs. 123 ! 

Is there any justice in this treatment? Government have never 
iiKUiey enough to make suitable arrangements for the education of the 
boys of tlinse who pay the taxes, but they can spend money lavishly for 
the education, quarters and amusement of a handful of European boys 
who are but strangers in the land. To provide educational facilities for 
the people of the land should be the first care of Government and 
Kurt>pean ed\ication should <‘oine for consideration after that. 

Are not schools which are good enough for the sons of the noblemen 
id the country, for the sons of the Hon’ble Members and Ministers, good 
enough for Ein‘o|>ean boys ns well? There is no provision for the 
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education of the poor raiyats, labourers and backward classes in-^he 
village mi Government plead insufficiency of funds for their failure 
introduce compulsory free primaij Mut ation in the country ; but ftr all 
that they are^ble and willing enough to spend money lavishly for 
establishing schools for Europeans in the hills and jungles! ’’ 

(At this stage the Hon*ble the President informed the member that hia 
time was up and asked him to resume his seat, whicli he did.) 


Mr# PRESIDENT! Ihe time-limit has been readied and I must 
put the motions forthwith. 

The motion of Ilabii Amarendrii Nath Ghose was then pat and lost. 
The mgtion of Maulvi Asinuiddin Ahaiiiad was then put and lost 

2-45 r.M. 

The folhiwing motion wa'i then put and agreed to: — 

That a sum of Rs. 12.89,000 be granted for expenditure under the- 
head ‘ 81. — halueation (Reserveil).’ ” 


31.— Education (Trantforrod). 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION tho 
Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAINp Khan Bahadur): On ihe 

leeominendation of II is Excellency tlie Governor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 1,10^8,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“ 31— Education (Transfei reil).” 

Babu*#ARAL KUMAR DUTT: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 17,500 under the head “ 81 A — University — (irant towards the 
•*alary of the Vicc-f^liaiicdloi ” be lefuscd, 

I d(» 11(8 like to make a huig speech on this (piestion. I shall only 
raise a few points tor discussijjn I'lie jirovision for the salary of the 
Vice-(yhaiicellor of the Ualcutta University comes as a suijiriHe. We 
don’t understand what chan*»’es in the cin uiiistaiM’es had led tlie Hon’ble 
Minister to make provision for such a salary. Since the creation of 
University, the post of the ^ ice*Uhancellor has been an lionorary 
one and men like Sii Asliutosh Mukherjee and Sir Giirudns Haiierji, the 
best brains of Bengal, forked as honorary Viie-(8ianceIlors in the past. 
There is no reason why the Vice-Uhaiicellor will have t^> be paid n<KW. 
Best lirains would perhaps like to serve the University without any 
pay. Th^ spirit of sacrifice for a public cause has not vM»t evajwirated 
from Bengal and eminent and worthy men of present day will be cjuite 
willing to devote their time and energy to the c-ause of educ ation in 
spite of the heavy demands upon their time and energy for multi- 
farious work. The present inninibent even has declared that if 
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rei^pointed he would make over hie salary the University. Even 
|hi8 gentleman shows his readiijkess to forego his salary and this cleaxly 
shows that there will be no dearth jof suitable and worthy men to come 
forward to serve their Alma Mater in an honorary capacity. 

Since the death of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, a policy of othcialisatiofi 
has been steadily going on in this University. The constitution affords 
ample room for such ofhcialisation and a paid nominated Vice>Chancellor 
will 1)6 like the Director of J’ublic Instruction, an official expected to 
be responsible to none but the Government which nominates him. He 
will thus be in the leading-strings of the bureaucracy and turn the 
University into a wing of the Secretariat and w^ill not hesitate to act 
sometimes to the great detriment of the interest of education. Sir, 
even if we want a paid Vice-Chancellor, he must be an electeibojfficer of 
a Senate which w'ill be more democratic than the present one. felection 

a Senate which lias 8() per cent, nominated membei-s is equivalent to 
nomination by the Government. So the Senate will have to W demo- 
cratised before we can have a salaried Vice-('hancellor. 

Sir, nowhere outside India, the administration of a University is 
allow'ed to be unduly interfered with by the State. It 1ms been 'univlhi- 
sally admitted that such <'ontrol is pernicious to the healthy growth 
of a University. Statecraft and politics will foul the pure atmosphere 
of education and the freedom and autonomy of the University w'ill be 
no more. The tight grip of the Government on this University is 
being resented by all. Dr. Pramathanath Hunerjea has introduced the 
Calcutfa University Hill aiming at giving freedom and democratising 
the constitution. Unless and until the fate of that Bill is tinally 
decided, we cannot vote for su<‘h a salary. Tlie Vice-Chancellof Af tile 
Bihar T"niveisit\ was at first, under the new regime, a paid officer. But 
this experiment was a hopeless failuie and the office now, h#wever, is 
an honorary one. 

TJie salary itself. Sir, 1 cun a.ssure you, is not sufficiently handsome 
and will fail to attract first-class men of worth and merit. The Calcutta 
University (^unmission re<*oin mended a High Court Judge’s .salary to 
attract men of similar status and calibre. But the budgeted salary is^ 
sure to invite mediocrities with no 'jpirit of independence in them and 
they will not be able to mnintain the freedom of the Univei*8ity. 

There is another point to l>e »*onsidpred. The Director of Public 
Instruction of Bengal dmw's at present a salary of Rs. 2,800 per month 
and an over sea allowance of more than £18. So, he gets more than 
the Vice-Chancellor’s proposed salary and we are afraid that men of 
mediocre merit, when appointed as a Vice-Chancellor, will fail to resist 
the domineering hand of the Director of Public Instruction, who is a 
better paid officer in the department. 

liUstly, Sir, comparatively well-paid offices in India have a peculiar 
tendency to draw Europeans to the exclusion of equally or better qualified 
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Iiidiaus^ especially when these offices ai*e in the gift of the Europeans. 
Since its inauguration, the Dacca Univei-sity has had a paid Vice- 
Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor has l)een invariably a British^l^. 
The only paid Vice-Chancellor of the Bihar University, if uiy memory 
does not play me false, was a Eui'opeaii. It is not unlikely that a paid 
Indian Vice-Chancellor will give place to the paid Kumpean Vice- 
Chancellor in the near future. 

Ji is not clear why Government .Nhould think fit to ^pring a sinpii>e 
on iiie Council by budgeting the salary of the Vice-Chancellor for seven 
months. I understand that this University is not financiallv Milveiit 
as the sister T^niversity at Dacca. Tlie Calcutta T^ni\eisity will have to 
tace a financial crisis vei} soon. So it is certaiiil^ better that G(»\efn- 
ment should s])end the sum budgeted for the salary of the Vice-Cliaiicclloi 
for the general improvement of the University than allowing » m* man 
to be benefited by it. ^ 

p.M. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that this motion and the jootiniis standing 
in the names of Babu Jitendralal Banuerjee and Biibu Munmathu Nath 
,Eoy are identical. So, these motions need not be moved separately and 
f would like to have one discussion. Mr. Bannei jeo and Mr. Hoy can 
.speak in sup]»ort of Saral Balm’s motion if they choose to do so. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point oi oidei, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Mini>tei‘ has not been nleased t<' give ns his aiguinents for putt- 
ing this grant in the Budget. May I inquire whether if Mr.' fnndsay 
says anything on the motion, shall we be allowed to speak after he has 
spoken or his speech will l»e regarded as the final speech!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand ycmi point, but I tannol pre- 
suppose whether the Hon’ble Minister will leply or Mr. Uimlsux will 
speak on behalf of the Minister. 1 .shall have to wait and see. If the 
Hon’ble Minister would not speak and would authorise Mr. Uiadsuy to 
speak on his l)ehalf, by way of reply, f think his speech slmuld be the 
last on the «lebate. 


Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY; The imMioii befoie the House is 
that the pay of the Vice-Cham-ellor at the rafe of Rs. 2,5(K) per month 
l>e refused. Since the foundation of the Univeisity in 18o7, for a period 
f>f over 70 years, the post has lieen hononiiy, and many notable fndiunA' 
and Englishmen, Law Meml>ers of the Governor-General’s Council, 
Chief Justices and High Court Judges and eminent non-officials have 
ungrudgingly combined the work of the Vii e-Cbancellor with their other 
ardoiis duties, and it was always recognised that the presence of such 
distinguished men discharging the duties of the Vice-C/hancellor in an 
honorary capacity was a source of strength to the Univei-sity. The 
present pnjposal is an innovation upon this policy which has worked with 
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8 ucce §0 for tlie last TO years; and when we look around and i^fer to 
events which have occurred recently in the University, the reason for 
this innovation is not far to sed'. It may bp within the recollection of 
this House that about this time last year the attention of the membere 
of this House was drawn to the fact that Govermuent had recently 
succeeded in directing the policy of the University from the Secretariat, 
This policy of officialisation has made a rapid progress, and it is no 
wonder, and it is not a difficult task for Government with 80 per cent, 
of the members of the University nominated Government. The 
present proposal Is, I say, Sir, a part and pan’el of this policy of officiali- 
sation, and it will enable the Government to consolidate the success 
which it 1x0(3 recently achieved in the University, and the University will 
for ever become a permanent annexe to the Secretariat. The Secretary 
draws a salary of about Its. .‘i,00f) a month, the Director of Public 
Instruction Rs. 2,800 and the Vice-Chancellor, with a salary of Hs. 2,500, 
who owes his appointment to them, will always vsing to the tune called 
f<»r by the Secretary and the Director of Public Instructicm. The 
Government will hove a plain sailing over the University for all time 
to come and freedom and the autonomy of the University will find their 
last nesting plaee in the ante-ehambers of the Seeietariat. Tt is said 
that the work in the T^niversity has increased and it recjuires a whole-time 
man. This, Sir, is not always a true test. It is always the man that 
counts. The immediate predecessor of the present Viet‘-Chancellor, Sir 
Kwart Greaves, was a High (^^urt Judge and, notwithstanding his arduous 
duties in the Court, he left a mark for the University. He brought about 
a reorganisation of the Postgraduate department, which occupied over 70 
meetings held from day to day and successfully secured a solution of 
the differences of the Government and the T^niversit\ in the matter of 
annual Government grant to the University. May T in(|uire what is the 
work to the credit of the ])resent Vi(*e-Ch.in< ellor who, although not paid, 
is, as far as we are aware, n whole-time man? He has been the Vice- 
Cham-ellor for the la.st one year and eight months, and we have l)efore 
us no evidence that he ha.s carried out or attempted to carry out any 
work r)f real reform in the great problems now confronting the higher 
education in Bengal. Again, Sir, was the University consulted before 
Government placed thw money in the budget ? I divulge no secrets 
when I say that during the Vice-Chancelloi-ship of Sir Ewart Greaves, 
Government had asked for the opinion of the Syndicate in this matter, 
and the Syndicate at that time — it was only almut two years ago— only 
with one dissentient, the Assistant Director of Tiublic Instruction, em- 
phatically declared itself against this proposal. Was the present Vice- 
Chuu(‘ell(»r consulted? We hear it repfwted that the present Vice- 
Chancellor has lefueed to accept any salary, hut that leaves us in the 
dark as to what has really happened behind the scene. It is true that 
the Calcutta University Commission had rei'oniraended a paid Vice- 
Chancellor, but that was for the reformed University after the 



uendatious of the Comiuiasioii in Ae various dei>art- 
ments of the University had been carried out.# Besides, this recomnien* 
dation iras saddled with two important conditions. In the fiM place 
the Vice-Chancellor is to be appointed by the Chancellor only after the 
report from the executive council of the reformed University, which 
corresponds to the present Syndicate. This is a very very* i^jiortant 
condition, and there is no trace ef it in the present proposal. Then. Sir, 
Ihei-e is another important condition with which this proposal was saddled! 
and to which reference has been made by Mr. Dutt, and that is that the 
status and pay of the Vice-Chancellor should be the same as that of n Ifijtb 
Court Judge, and the-^e are the words to be foun<l in the repojt of tin* (\>ni- 
mission. “ In view of the complexity of the ta.sk of organising and direct- 
ing the Vnivei-sitv and of repiesenting it in negotiations with t Tov<*n' inent 
and with various educational bodies, it is of the greatest importance that 
the Vice-Chancellor should be a man of high academic standing, distin- 
guished record and ripe experience. In order to impress in definite 
terms our sense of the high importance of this office and of the status 
and dignity which should he attached it, wc .suggest that the Vice- 
Chancellor should receive a personal salary and an entertainment and 
hospitality allowance equivalent to the stipend of a High Court Judge. * 
In this two important conditions we find sufficient safeguards against 
the dangers of the present y)roposul. The office of the Vice-Chancellor. 
Sir, to he frank, does not now enjoy the dignity an<l respect which had 
been associated with it in the post and T appeal to yon. Sir, not to louder 
it, not to degrade it further. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA; Sir, I rise to give my whole- 
hearted support to this motion. 

Mv objection to the provision (»t a salary lor the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University is thi'ee-fold. In the first place, I object 
to the proposal on the ground of economy. The present is a deficit 
budget, and any new expenditure that is proposed in a deficit budget 
can be regarded as justifiable if only such expenditure is absolutely 
necessary or unavoidable. For close upon three-quarters of a centuiy,. 
the Calcutta University has been served by many eminent Vice- 
Chancellors who have given their time ungrudgingly to the University 
in an honorary capac ity. Is it now' argued that self-sacrifice and 
devotion have become extinct? I hope this is not true. I know that 
there are many men eminent in various spheres of life who are stilf 
prepared to serve the University in an honorary capacity with devotion 
and seal much greater than would be possible in the case of paid 
Vice-Chancellors. I come now to the question — Has the work of the 
University gi-eatly increased of late years? If we compare the work 
of the University in the year 1927 with that in 1917, we find that there 
has been actually a diminution in the amount of work. In 1917, 
there were 59 colleges affiliated to the University; at present there are 
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^nly 5'). The niK^ber Candidates who appeared at the ejuiminations 
of 1927 was smaller than the number in the year 1917. Then as re- 
gards the area oyer i^ich the work of the Calcutta University is 
spread, this has considerably diminished owing to the establishment 
of new Universities at Dacca, Patna and Rangoon. It is sometimes 
said th^ the work of "the Vice-Chancellor is very heavy. I do not 
deny that the duties of the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University 
are of a very onerous and responsible cliaracter; but if you look only 
at the time that is required for the performance of the work. T do not 
think it is very exacting. 

d-lf) »'.M. 

Tlie routine work of the University does not take up a great deal 
of the time of the ViceChancellor. But if the ViceChancellor is a 
man of great ability — a man with high ideals and with ideas of reform 
— he may spend a good deal of his time for the good of the University. 
But Hiieli .spe(‘iul work is not possible for a paid Vice-Chancellor. It 
is true that the work of the Calcutta University has grown enor- 
mously during the last ten years. But this growth has taken place 
on its teaching side, with which the Vice-Chancellor has very little 
to do. 'I'Im* post-graduate departments are undei the control of two 
(’ouncil>, which have their Presidents. 

So liir us regai(K the first point, namely, the (jue-^tion of nec«*ssity. 
In this connection there is another matter which has to be taken into 
consideration. When our funds are limited, we have to consider the 
relative claims of various departments on them. The Calcutta Univer- 
sity badly m]uires financial help. It woubi be a great advantage 
if this sum could be made available to the University for its 
general imjirovement. There are also other ways in which this ii|Cmey 
could be properly utilised. Koi instance, with the Rs. 30,000 wbi(di 
you want to sjiend on the Vice-Chancellor, you can establish 800 
primary schools, which would go some little way towards solving 
illiteracy problem in this provitu’e. 

My second objection to the pixiposal is that it will bring the Uni- 
vernty into the quagmire of party politics. The Vice-Chancellor is, 
under the present con.stitution, appointed by the Iiocal Government, 
that is to say. by the Governor acting with his Minister. Now, we 
all know that Ministers come and go i-ather too often. We know also 
what tussle takes place when the Ministers are afraid of losing of their 
seats, Politi<*al patronage is a verj’ dangeiuus thing; it corrupts 
the person who uses it: it corrupts the person for whose benefit it is 
used; and it corrupts the whole atmosphere. Is it desirable that the 
Vice-Chancellorship of the University should be made a pawn in the 
game of party politics? I ask you to pause and consider. 
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In ihe third place, I object to the proj^sal in the intei'est of 
educational efficiency. Education is an affair of the people. 

However excellent the system may be, it cannot prove a smcesa 

if it fails to enlist the sympathy and qo-operation of the people. 
We all know what the views of the people kr§ on this question. It 
has been said in the press that this is another, attempt to officialise 
the University. Would it he riirht, then, to thnist this 80 -<‘alled boon 
on the University when the people are not in a frame of mind to 
wehome it? Then a^rain. what would he its eftVit on the student com- 
munity? A great deal has heen said recently on the necessity of 
discipline in educational institutions. 1 have heen engaged in eiluca- 
tional work for well nigh a quaiter of a century, and I shouhl he the 
last person to look wdth favour upon any act of indiscipline on the 
part of the students. Rut in order to have a proper sort (»f discijiline, 
you must w'ork in a porper way. A discipline that is maintained hy 
the rod and the baton is not the best kind of discipline. If you want 

to have proper discipline, you must influence their minds in the right 

way; and in order that you may he able to do so, those who are ])laoed 
at the top of the educational system should he men who enjoy, in 
an unstinted measure, the respect of the students. Otherwise the 
educational system is hound to fail. 

M'he proposal to have a paid Vice-(’hancellor is, therefore, neither 
necessan* nor desirable. It may he asked : “ Why has it heen brought 
foTward hy (tovernment ” ? P(>ssihly. it will he said timt it has heen 
brought f(»rward because the Sadler fkimmission suggested it. My 
fnend, ]Mr. Roy, has already pointed out that th<‘ Sadler Commission 
(jualified the proposal with certain c-oiKliticuis. I ma> add that the 
Sadler Commission did not make this re<*ommendntion independently 
of other recommendations. It \^as a jiail of a general wheme of recon- 
struction, which in the opinion of the members of the (kmimission, would 
involve an expenditure of (i8 lakhs a year and f>‘l lakhs non-recurring. 
I» the Government prepared to shoulder this huge burden? If not, 
w is the Government so anxioug to give effect to one particular 
recommendation? The Sadler Comini'-^sion wanted to reconstitute the 
University in a very complex fa.shion and, in order to bring almut 
that reconstitution, the Salder Commission thought that it would be 
desirable to have a paid Vice-Chancellor. I quote their exact words. 
They said : “ It is not enough to set up a series of Councils and Hoards; 
there must l)e a chief engineer to .see that all thi.s mechanism works 
smoothly. This is the function of the Vice-( chancellor.” The position, 
then, of the Vice-Chancellor, according to the Sadler H<*heme, would 
be that of the chief engineer. Now. where aie the plans? Where are 
the materials? And where are the funds? Without praviding for 
these, you are appointing a chief engineer. What is he to do? 

It may also be ai-gued that there is analogy elsewhere. Now I must 
confess that this question of analogy d«*es not appeal to me, and 
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aualojfy is not wholly on the side of the Government in this matter. 
Ill Oxford and Cambrid|;fe, for instance, the heads of the different 
collef^es take up th*e position of Vice-Chancellor by turn. They are 
not separately paid, although they are given small allowances in order 
that they may be able to perform ceHain social functions. In the 
teui hing Universities of the British Empire, the Vice-Chancellors are 
generally paid; and this is also the case in the teaching Universities 
of India. But, as I have already said, the teaching part of the 
Calcutta University is not under the control of the Vice-Chancellor. 
In India, those Universities which are still under the old Act have 
unjmid Vice-Chancelloi-s, and nobody has ever complained that they 
are unable to cope with the duties of their jxjsition. Sir Chiman Lai 
Setalvad has been perfonning the duties of the Vice-(^hancellor of the 
Bombay I^niversity with remarkable success. In the Patna Univei- 
sity, for a short time a paid man was appointed Vice-Chancellor, with 
the result that it proved a failure; and the people of the province 
wanted to levert to the old systenn There was a great outcry agaiiis: 
the paid Vice-Chancellor, but for the last few years Sir Sultan Ahmed 
has been ])erforming the duties of an un])aid Vice-Chancellor w'ith 
<‘onsiderable ability. This shows that the position of a ])aid Vice- 
Chsuicellor is not always u satisfactory one. A friend leininds me of 
another University, namely, the Nagj)ur Univeisity, which has re<'ently 
•-tarted work, and where the wliole woik of (>onstiuction has to be 
undei taken by one man — the honorary Vice-Chancellor. 

(At this stage the member leached th(‘ time-limit, but was allowed 
two minutes to finish.) 

Before 1 com lu<le, may 1 addre.ss an appeal to the European gix)up 
which consists ot men who are able and indepemlent, and who jKissess 
n gient fluid of common-sensed It surprising to find that these 
members always side with the Government. They follow the lead of 
the Goveiumeiit benches blindly — I was almost going to use a stronger 
wonl. Let us hope that, on this occasion at least, they will side with 

MS. 

In the inteivst.sof educational efficiency, in the interests of economy, 
and for the purpose of pi’e'»erving the purity of public life and of the 
educational atmosphere of the province. I urge all sections of this 
House to throw out this demand. 

Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: Sir, iu nsing 
to support the motion for refusing the payment of salary to the Vice- 
Chamellor of the (’alcutta University for which provision has for the 
first time been made in this year's budget, the first point that strikes 
me i> the veiy umtsteiitatious manner and. if T may be excused for 
saying so, the very surreptitious manner in which such a radical depar- 
ture fi'om the traditions. of the past .seventy years has been sought to be 



DEMANDS FOR ORANTa 


m 


1928 .] 

introdueed. Nobody knew anything about it, nobody in this province 
had the slightest suspicion that things had come to such a pass in 
Bengal, that no man could be induced to take up the most honoured 
function of the Vice-Chancellor of the premier Fniversity of India 
without the added inducement of monetary emoluments. Suddenly 
one fine morning, we come to learn that the Government in it'i 
benignity and generosity had chosen to confer upon us all the great 
blessing of a paid Vice-Chancellor. Possibly the coffers of the State 
are full to overflowing, for no one to my knowledge wanted a paid 
Vice-Chancellor; even the cantankerous agitators did not clamour for 
it. Yet, lo and behold ! the lx)on is announce<l. 

The Governments all the world over are not exu(‘tly famous for gene- 
rosity; even if there l)e exceptions anywhere else, no o!\e can accuse fliis 
Government at any rate of any philanthropic priwlivities, for did not 
a quondam pillar of the Bengal Government once declare that Govern- 
ment is not a philanthroj>ic institution? So when Mich miraides do 
happen, as in the piesent case, jieople get naturallx a hit suspicious 
and they even venture to look a gift horse in the mouth. 

-•-dt) P.M. 

And so Jieople have begun to attribute motives, possibly it is very 
umharitable, but there it is. The Calcutta T^niversity is not exactly 
111 its swaddling clothes, like the University at Dacca. It was 
ushered into exi'itence u> long ago as the \eai’ of the Indian 
Mutiny; and it has passed thiough the fairly long period of three scoie 
years and ten. And its career has during this long jieriod been 
one of which any Fniversity may be jiroud. It i'. decidedly the 
premier University of India; and the biggest men in modern India, 
both Indian and European, have been its Vi( e-Chancellois. Sir Heniy 
Mayne, Sir Gooixiodas Banerjea, Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, among other 
equally distinguished names, have presided over its destinies. But all 
this time, and even after its scope and activities have been greatly 
extended by the efforts of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, there was no neces- 
sity felt for having a paid Vice-Chancellor. Not merely that, but the 
other big Universities of India, with very few unimpoHant exceptions, 
are still presided over by distinguished citizens who serve in an 
honorary capacity. Madras, Bombay, and Punjab have honorary Vice- 
Chancellors. Even Nagpur and Patna, which are receiif creations, 
have honorary’ Vice-Chancellors. Not merely that, what more signi- 
ficant is that Patna started with a salaried Vice-Chancellor, but subse- 
quently' abolished that innovation and reverted to the more honourable 
and dignified practice of an honorary Vi<‘eUhiincellor. When this 
is the practice, practically thniughout India, what necessity has arisen 
in Bengal, of all provinces in India, of introducing this innovation, 
which will inevitably have the effect of curtailing still more whatever 
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little independence the Dniversity at present possess F For the old 
adage runs, who pays the piper calls for the tune. And so a nominated 
Vice-Chancellor who gets a good round sum for his post will naturally 
dance to the tune of his masters. And no able and independent man 
will care to come in for the Vice-Chancel loi-ship. And this most 
important and responsible office in Bengal, for on the policy and 
character of its incumbent depends to a very great extent the course 
of education in this province, will be a lollipop to dangle before the. 
daszled eyes of unprincipled place-hunters and a very convenient bait 
in the hands of unscrupulous Ministers to manipulate according to 
the exigencies of ministerial politics. 

I know the usual plea of heavy work and onerous duties will be 
trotted out, viz., that the work of the Calcutta University is so heavy 
and compli(!ated, that you must have a whole-time man to run the 
show and you cannot get the services of a whole-time man without 
paying for it. But is that really soF The work of the University, 
including the teaching function, is heavy no doubt, but the Vice- 
Chancellor, in the normal order of things, has very little, at any rate 
ought to have very little, to do with the routine business. The tradi- 
tion of one personality dominating the whole show and looking into 
the minutest details of every day administration which was initiated 
by Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee is a most undesirahle tradition and should 
ceHainly go. There is the Post-graduate Council to look after the 
^posbffraduate teaching, there is the Controller t<» look after the exami- 
nalions, and then there is the Kegistrar to look after the general 
ailministration ; the \"ice-Chancellor need not bother hi^ head about 
details; his business should be to formulate luoad policies, to exercise 
general sujiervision, s(» that the attnosphere f^{ the I^niversity may 
be clear and its alfairs above susjiicion. And foi* this purjiose inde- 
pendent men <d' \\ide outlook ami imagination versed in the affaii*s of 
men and things, are required for this responsible post of Vice-Chancellor 
and not time-serving oppoitunists pining for a comfortable job. And 
finally, who bus informed the Government that, even assuming that 
the Vice-Chancellorship entails most onerous duties, Bengal has been 
tried and found wantingF Has the juiblic spirit in Bengal fallen so 
low, that her distinguished citisens will not be coming forward to 
shoulder the responsibilities of Vice-l^hancellorsbip of the University 
of CalcuttaP Most assuredly not. Our distinguished educationist and 
savant. Professor Jadunath Snikar, the present Vice-Chancellor, has 
nailed that lie to the counter. He has publicly announced, and all 
honour to him for his patriotic annoumement, that he at any rate does 
not re(iuire the inducerueiU of any salary for working in the cause of 
his Alma And even if Professor Sarkar has not his term of 

Vice-Chancellorship renewed. I know that there ai*e any number of 
public-spirited men in the province, Iwth Indian and European, who 
are ready to take up this honourable burden. 
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And consequently it is as clear as dayiij^ht, that the GovernmenI 
have not a shred of justification or even ncH'essity in corainpf fomard 
with its proposal of bavin a salaried Vice-Chancellor. The motive of 
this move is plain; it is entirely sinister; it will render the TTniversity 
even to a greater degree an annexe of the Secretariat than it already 
has the misfortune to be, on account of its hide-bound reactionary 
constitution. And this move must b#' countered, in the best inlei'ests 
of the educational future of our motherland. AVith these words I 
beg to support the motion. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir. let me hist reply to 
Dr. Banerjea’s question about the attitude of the European group. 
This is no matter of group discipline; the group will vote as it pleases, 
and though I am not instructed to say how individual members will 
vote, I am aware that there is on this side much sympathy for the 
motion. If I am myself prepared to vote against it, it must not l»e 
taken that I wish to see a paid Vice-Chancellor. 1 fully share the 
sentiment which animates most members who have to deal with Uni- 
versity affairs. For three-<[uarters of a century we have been served 
by men who were prepared to put their intellect, health, strength and 
time at the service of the University, and I myself w'ould lihe to see 
this continued for ever. If I thought that the proposal of Uovein- 
ment meant that after a few months there will be, there must and 
there sliall be, a paid Vice-(^hancellor, I should use m^ vote against* 
Government's proposal. But as I interpret it, thi^ is only an 
emergency proposal, 1 ha\e not <liscu.ssed the matter with an\ otHcer 
of Government and 1 kmov no more of any inner intention than any 
member on either side of this House, but T can see that it is getting 
more difficult tt) [)ersuade men of the ne<‘essury <*apacity to Tindertake 
the honourable, the distinguished, but the very exa<^ting duties of the 
Vice-Chancellor’s position. We have been served by very many Vice- 
Chancellors, one of whom will alw’ays l>e supreme ab(>ve all others 
in our memories, w'ho has lieen referred to to-day. Many Vice- 
Chancellors have served the University with distinction and devotion,, 
while also performing admirably the duties of whatever other appoint- 
ment or avocation was theirs. Some, it is rumoured, solved the diffi- 
culty by giving to the University the devotion that in part should 
have been devoted to their other duties, and, if it were not treason, 

I might say that there have been ruimmrs that at times some solved 
the difficulty by neglecting both sets of duties. I should like to see 
the present system continued, but what are the facts? We <aii all of 
us think of a small number of men, who in every way are ({uulified 
to fill this distinguished jmst ; men with si holarship and academic 
attainments ready to give their time and strength to the work. But 
the number is smaller still of tho^e w ho will be able to find (qqNirtuiiities- 
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of seiving the University, unless they are relieved of some of their 
ordinary avocations. I, therefore, am prepared to oppose this motion 
only in that sense, that if it is inevitable, we must make the neces- 
i»ary provision. The essential thing is not that we shall have a paid 
Vice-Chancellor, not that we shall have an unpaid Vice-Chancellor, but 
that we shall have a competent man who will carry on the work in the 
epirit in which it has l)een carried on. If he receives a salary, it 
will be a comparatively small salary, smaller than some other educa- 
tionists of less exalted status are receiving. I do not think the mere fact 
that he receives a salai-y is likely to impair his devotion or to reduce 
luM status in the eyes of pupils and professors. 


One point more I should like to touch on. It has been suggested 
that this appointment might be used by Government for patronage 
in the worst sense. I doubt whether we need take such a suggestion 
into serious consideration. Not every man can be thought competent 
in any ciicumstance of carrying on this work and, if Government 
^lecide for purposes other than educational, for purposes other than 
the interests of the University alone, if Government select a Vice- 
Ghancellor and j)ay him for any meaner motive, then I am suie the 
lirovince of llengal would rise at once in reprobation and, I assui'e 
you, that the Kuropean group uould ))e as loud in its condemnation as 
•any other. 


Babu RADHA GOBINDA RAY: Mr. pjesident, 1 rise to support 
the motion of my friend, llahu Sara] Kuinar Dutt, with a sense of 
very deep conviction of the principle upon which he is fighting. Sir, 
I do understand that nowadays the duties and responsibilities of Vice- 
Uhancelloi have Wcome so veiy heavy and complex, that it is very 
difficult for an honorarj^ officer to shoulder it with ease. A highly- 
paid officer, having no other pre-occupation, should be in sole charge 
.of this position. Sir, the reason is very cogent and I, for my part, 
would liave gladly supported the idea, had the department concerned 
l>een an ordinary department ; where the question of efficiency, the 
prompt discharge, of routine duties, were the main things for considera- 
tion. Sir, the po.st of a Vice-Chancellor is not like an ordinary 
administrative post — if is the post of an educationist, a thinker — a 
thinker enunciating and formulating the principles of education for 
the province of Bengal. It is the post for a philosopher, having a 
prm'tical outltM)k. A practical philosopher, having the power to 
balatU'e and equi|)oise the two sides of human activities, namely, think- 
ing and acting, is the fitting claimant of this responsible position. 
Sir, this department of education we should in no way vitiate by 
importing the question of pound, shilling and pence. 
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Sir, ike most weighty reason that leads me to request my fellow- 
members against the idea of attaching any money value on this 
sacred and noble office, is the question of “ freedom,” a paid man 
must play to the tune which his master likes. Half of his thinking 
activities will be directed to find out the real person or persons whose 
wish he is to work out. He will naturally try to learn the art how 
to l)e8t please his master. He will search al>out the principle which 
is his pay-master’s choice. In short, he is likely to import in this 
department all the gro^i^ imjMufections which paid MMvants cannot 
avoid. 

I do know, Sir, that there are departments in existem e where 
principles of freedom are observed by highly-paid officers. I know 
that the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court, though they are paid 
officers, have kept the atmosphere of freedom in the domain of Justice. 
lUit, Sir, the two fields are quite different. The department of justice 
is naturally free and the preseivation of the genuine safety of this 
department is comparatively easy. Ihit, Sir, it is not so in the depart- 
ziient of education. 'Die education must be kept completely free. 

Sir, 1 have closelx watched the workings of the Cal(‘utta University, 
since the time (»f the great Vice-Chancellor — the late Sir Ashutosh* 
Mukherjee — the distinguished educationist, who made the office of 
Vice-Chancellor really glorified. I had been a student then. Sino^ 
his retirement, Sir, T have wat<hed with great reluctance tli^ 
systematic attempt to encroach U|>on the liberties of the sacred jneciiicts 
of the Calcutta T^nivercity, and men have been deliberately chosen 
to fill the j)ost of A'ice-Chancellor who may not be able to defend the 
principles of freedom with as much braveness as the “ Bengal 
Tiger”! All honour to some previous Vice-Chancellors! They have 
tried to keep the tradition of their great predecessor. But, Sir, it can- 
not be ignored that there is gradual deterioration of ” freedom ” in the 
administration of the Calcutta University, and also in enunciation 
of the principle ()f freedom, till we are now' faced almost with an 
official University. To make the l>ondage of Hlaveiy” complete, W'e 
have this year the slave’s provision in the shape of Vice-Chancellor’s 
salary. Sir, I have watched with great reluctance the retrospective 
view of education according to which the Calcutta University affairs 
are now* Ijeing nianage<l. The result you can very well see. Within 
a few years, the great onrush of -students, owing to the unheard of 
impetus which the late Sir Ashutosh gave to education by his extremely 
liberal principle, has now ceased. I have been told, Sir, that in the 
year 1921 about 20,000 students appeared in the Matriculation 
Examination, whereas this year it has come dow-n to 10,000 or less. 
The students in the past rushed for admission into colleges and they 
were refused for w ant of .«eat8, but nowadays many colleges lire really 
handicapped for want of students and consequently for want of funds. 
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wir, tae argrim^nt ir «*id(lured that the problem of unemployment 
and not the administration of the University is really the cause for this 
decrease of students. This argument is certainly futile. The argu- 
ment may have some force in case of higher costly college education, 
but in lease of secondary education it holds no water. Once the real 
value of education is appreciated in a family, it will certainly try to 
make its members educated in spite of the less money value of educa- 
tion, pro\nded <he meaiiN of the family permit. 

Sir, 1 request my fellow members to judge the question from 
iJm view-point of education. T assert with full conviction, that in Ho 
ease, in a dependent country, can the cause of education be entrusted 
to a paid man. The University must remain free. The sacred portals 
of the Universitv should in no case t)e allowed to he occupied by a 
mercenary head — having no freedom. 

Sir, I suggest that political c-onsiderations may be at the bottom 
of this^inove on the part of the Government. The Government which 
conitantly ignores thousands of urgent necessities of the poor people 
of Bengal feels no hesitation to sanction a large sum of money for a 
• post w'hich is being occupied hy an able unpai<] mail without any 
serious complaint. Sir. the student community of Bengal are the 
greatest national assets, and the Government wishes systematically to 
exploit the student population of Bengal through the University. The 
tlfiiversity having a paid Vice-Chancellor — an offi(-in] — a bond slave 
— will he the fitting instrument for carrying out this project. We 
cannot and shcmld not be a party to help such things to happen. Sir, 
Bengal has not Irecome so poor that she cannot afford to supply honorary 
Vice-Chancellors. Some educationists having a free and broad out- 
look on educative principles will always be available to work without 
pay as Vice-Chancellor, however onorous and heavy the responsibilities 
of the post may be. The Vice-ChaiH‘ellor should be selected without 
any prejudice of his political ideas. The temple of education and 
learning and culture must be free, pure and sacred. A free man, a 
noble man, having good ideas, should be allowed to work out the 
principles of education without any hindrance from outside and 
prejudice and bias from inside. 1 assert with great conviction that 
such honourable able educationists will always be available in Bengal 
without any salary. Salary to such men will be an insult and an 
indignity. The ideal of work without remuneration in the sacred 
department of <‘ulture shall lie aspired in Bengal for a long time to 
come. This system, inaugurated long ago and worked out by the late 
Sir Ashutosb, has created traditions which will draw forth men of real 
culture aQd spirit to keep them going and for a future generation to 
emulate. » Sir, with these words I support the motion that the 
demand for Vicc-Chapcellor’s salary be refused. 
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BalM tACHINORA NARAYAN SANYAL: I to sup^rt tik« 

motion for refusing a salary of the Vice-Chancellor of the Oalevttta • 
University. I do so on the followinj^ two grounds: — . 

(1) that the proposal is premature in view of the fact that the 
Calcutta University Act has not been amended in order to justify the 
present departure; and 

(2) that the salary jimjiosed to be attacdieti to tlii^ oHice by the 
llon’ble Minister falls far short of the recoininemlat ions of the Sadler 
Commission and is utterly inadequate. 

Sir, since the foundation of the Calcutta CniversitN in ISoT, this 
othce has been an hoiioraiy one and bus been (u-cupied by emincfftt 
pei’sons, I'/r., Chief Justices of the IC^h C<mrt like the late Sir Francis 
Maclean and others, wellknown High ("oiirt .ImlgeN like the late Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherji and other, eminent lawyer like Sir Deva Prosad 
Sarbadhikari, celebrated physician like Sir Niliatan Sarkar. A veteran 
educationist, Professor Jadunatli Sarkar, the present incumbent is al*w» 
ungrudgingly serving his Alnui Mutvr without any salary. Uence by 
making this innovation does the llon’ble Minister want to prove that 
the spirit of sacrifice which actuated and still actuates the distin^iished 
sons of Bengal t/O sene the cause of educational advancement has at last 
evaporated from this province and that iiohody can be found now to 
>erve his Ahna Mater \vitho\it any salary*^ I for one lefuse t<» believe 
this suggestion* 

Next, Sir, the salary has been fixe<l by the llon’ble Minister is 
less than that enjoyed l)\ even the Director of Public Instruction or 
the Education Secretary. Such a low salary will not, T am sure, attract 
first-rate pe(q)le to accept this high and resj»onsible office and us u result 
medioci ities oi tliird-raters will be upfHMiited w’h(» will play in into the 
hands of officials. If the Hoii’ble Minister had any sense of proportion, 
if he had any mind to reserve this po«t tor first class men, he would not 
have ignored the recommendations of the Sadler Ooinmission and fixed 
such a low* Nalary for the Vice-('hancellor. 

Sir. I say in <'onclusioii that the present decision is a retrograde step 
on the part of the Ilon’ble Minister. At a time wJien there is no dearth 
of eminent persons to occupy this high ofii(‘e without any salary 1 fail 
to undei’stand' why the Hon’ble Minister is so anxious to provide for the 
Vice-Chancellor’s salary. He could have at least waited till the pass- 
ing of the University Bills presented by Messrs. Roy and Banerjva. 

I would, therefore urge upon the HoiPble Minister to withdraw lis 
motion in view of united popular opposition against the reactionary 
propoial. With these words. Sir, T oppose the demand of Ihe Hon*ble 
Minister. 

TIM HonHMe Nawab MUSHARRUF HOMINt Khan Bahadur: f 

rise to oppose the motion which has been moved by Babu Saral Kumar 



^|8« SEHANB8 FOB OBABm [22101 Mm 

Bait. In doing so I should like to point out this: that the idea o\ 
appointing a salaried Vice^ancellor had originated long before I tool 
over charge of office as Minister. The scheme was sanctioned by th« 
old Government long before this Ministry came into existence. Sir, th< 
idea of having a salaried Vice-Chancellor arose from the reoommendatioi 
of the Sadler Commission. Sir, my hon’ble friends to the right wil 
pardon me if 1 would say that so fai> as the (iue>tion of the salaiy^ o\ 
the Vice-Chancellor is concerned, it is not at all a new question. Sir 
there are salaried Vice-Chancellors existing in many other provinces, 
and Dacca is one of them. But my hon’ble friends might say Dacca if 
a residential and teaching Fniversity. Well, Sir, I would point ou1 
to my friends that all the TTni versifies in Madras, Lucknow, Agra ami 
Slysore have got salaried A"ice-Chancellors. Therefore, Sir, I say that 
this is not a new thing for India. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: On a point of personal ex- 
planation, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you ( annot do that at this stage. 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: My 

friends will say that here in (hib ntta there are many jfrominent men who 
would be willing to act as Vice-(-han(‘elloi without any salary. But I 
would ask them seriously to consider whether it is j)ossil)le foi an honorary 
Vice-(^hancellor to discharge his duties as ethciently as it could be 
expected of him to do. Of course there were men like the late Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherji. But Bengal has not produced many Ashutosh 
Mukherjis; and if my friends sa.\ that theie are an> numher of Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherjis, I am afraid my hon’ble triemls are sadly mistaken 
and are entirely labouring under delusion. I have been told by several 
persons that a Vice-Cham ellor cannot command influence in the Senate 
and the Syndicate <»wing to his not being able to give whole attention 
to his duties. Therefore, Sir, a whole-time salaried Vice-Chanctllor is 
a necessity so that he may devote his whole time and attention to the 
work of the Fniversity and may thus command the confidence of the 
Senate and the Syndicate. 

4 P.M. 

If you want fii*st rate men — men like late Sir Ashutosh Mukherji^ 
who are ready to offer their services without any remuneration the 
University, there may be very few such men, but I say that this is an 
exception to the general rule. I have already told this House that this 
is uni a new thing in India. Madras, a very advanced province, has 
got a salaried Vice-Chancellor, and if we follow Madras, I think we would* 
not l»e doing a very iinpm|>er thing. My friend, Mr. Boy, has read out 
certain remarks from the Sadler Commission Report about the pay of 
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the ViciCliancellor, and I do not want to repeat it. Sir, 1 want to put 
before m IJonse a simple argument, and it is ibis : if you want to run 
a machinery, you must have an Engineer. He must be a man of meritr 
he must kave a thorough knowledge of his work and he must devote hia 
whole time and attention to the working of the machii^ry. Sir Michael 
Sadler and his colleagues all agreed with the idea that the Vice*rhan- 
cellor must be whole-time man and not a part-time man as my friends^ 
want him to be, and as he must be a whole-time man. he must Imve a 
salary too. 

As reg;^rds the iuadetjuacy of the salary that ha^ been putposed, we 
have fixed it at Rs. 2,500 after ascertaining what salaiies aie ofteied to 
the Vice-Chancellors of the I niversities of Madras, lau Know aud 
Allahabad, and I think this is quite adequate for the puI■po^e for the 
present. But when the T^ni versify is reconstituted on the lim*^ of the 
Sadler Commission recommendations, I must admit that the pay should 
be increased coire.sponding to what amount of attention and energy 
would then be necessary for the Vice-Chancellor to devote. Sir, thia- 
grant is meant only for seven months’ salary, it is not for the whole year,, 
and in the course of the next five months we are expecting to bring 
before the House a Bill with as much regard to the recommendations of 
the Sadler Commission as is possible. If at the time of the passing of 
that Bill, you think that the pay of the Vi(‘e-CliancelIor ought to he- 
increased, it will ]>e the duty of (Government to seriously (“onsider your 
pi-o{K)sal. At present we are (»nly to think of the thing as it stands, and 
we are to provide a salary for the Vice-Chancellor in accordan(*e with 
what is given in the othcu- Universities in India. 1 think that muetsr 
the objections that have been raised by several speakers about the' 
inadequacy of the salary. 

One thing I want to impress upon this House and it is this: if you 
want to do business and if you want to do it efficiently aiid well, do not 
hand over that business to a part-time man. (live it to a full-time man 
who will devote his whole time and attention to your business and make- 
it a success. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my friend, the Hon’ble* 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain has asked us a good many times to “ see/' 
but I fail to see anything in what he has said to justify the grant that 
has been put before the House. My first pi-oposition is — who brought 
this grant before us to-day? He has repudiated the idea that he is the* 
originator — the father of this proposal. Then who has done itP I do* 
not know, Sir, and I am not in the sec rets of Government. I do not 
know how these grants are put in the budget. I have always l»een told 
that the Finance Department are ver>' strict in these matters. When 
a particular department wants a particular sum of money it has got to* 
satisfy the head of the department who in his turn has got to satisfy 
the Member-in-charge and the Finance Department. This is a matter 
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^bich con<jerue$ the Calcutta University alone and no one else. My 
friend the Hon’ble Minister is an ex-officio Fellow of tKI University 
einee August last. His only achievement so far as the Calcutta Uni- 
versity is concerned is that he was present at one meeting where he 
spoke nothing and where he voted in no way — I do l|pt know whether 
he saw anything on that day.^ Mr. Tiindsay is also an mx-officio Fellow 
of the Cahutta University. I have never heard him jipeak in the 
University Senate meeting at all, nor have I seen him take any inteix'st in 
University matters except to control the Government vote during election, 
and therefoT^J fail t(» see whose interest it is to bring this motion before 
tlie House. iThe Calcutta University has not applied for a paid Vice- 
Chnm^ellor. Hfln the other hand, may I refer my friend the Hon’ble 
Nawab Saheb to a motion which was moved in the Calcutta University 
Senate on 29th June, 1920. When the Calcutta University Senate was 
considering the University Commission’s Report Dr. Brajendranath 
Seal moved that the following resolution, adopted by the Senate in 
Cominiftee, regarding the recommendations of tlie Committee appointed 
to deal witli the Report of the ("alcutta University Commission, be con- 
firmed. The first recommendation was that tlie Vice-Chancellor should 
be a salaried whole-time officer, and this was passed without a 
division and without any opposition in the Senate. Therefore, the 
Calcutta University Senate in the year 1929. lien the labour> and 
recommendations of the University (Commission, was fresh before the 
minds of the members, negatived the idea that there should be a salaried 
whole-time officer. If my Hon’ble friend will look into the big files 
in' his own department he will probably find that there was-R similar 
proposal put forward before the Calcutta T'liiversity Syndicate by 
Government 2J years ago, and Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy has stated^ 
it WHS negatived by the Syndicate. And why was it? My friend the 
Nawab Sahell^has mentioned the ca.ses of sevenil T^iiversities where 
ib^te are paid Vice-Chancellors, and has also referred to the machinery 
of tile Calcutta XTniversit>, the work of which requires to be carried 
out. I am afraid, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister do(‘s not understand the 
machinery of the Calcutta University at all. lentil 1912, the Calcutta 
University was mainly an examining University and then it graduallv 
began to take up certain duties <»f teaching and in the yeai 1917 the 

Post-Graduate Department came into existence. In those years years 

Ok t!^n8ition so far as the activities of the Calcutta » University aee 
concerned, a great deal of work w as rcKiuired of th(‘ Vice-Chancellor. I 
see before me. Sir, the hoary headed gentleman, Sir Deva Prosad 
Sarbadhikari — who was in those years guiding the destinies of the Uni- 
versity and I also remember how often we used to meet together ta 
discuss about the organisation of the Post-Graduate Department and how 
he and other members of the Senate conscientiously put their shoulders 
together to carry it into effect. Since that day the Calcutta University 
18 greatly modifying its activities and what at the present moment it 
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does is It bag got one department wliiek in concerned mainly 

with^'^fl^ exaikination of etudents, whick is controlled by a kigkly paid 
officer, Cbn|rpller. It has another department which is concerned 
with teaeUhig which is called the Post-Graduate J^partmeut. These 
Post-Graduate Dp>ai^ments each, aj‘e under the control of an Executive 
Committee and an Executive Council presided over by two Presidents — 
one the Prudent in Soiance and the other the President in Arts, 1 he 
President in Science and Arts for the last 2 years has been 
Sir Nilratan Sarkar who — as the Hon’ble Nawab and everybody 
knows — iat a very busy physician and yet be found time t(» 
organise the work of these two departments iii the beginning* 
from day to day for the last two years. At the i)reseMl 
moment he is still the President of the Pi>st-Graduate Council 
in Science and Professor Rndhakrishnaii, in spite of his duties as Pro- 
fessor of the ITniversily, is presidiiifjf over the Post-Graduate Council 
in Arts. We may be told later on that these f?entlenjen should also be 
paid because if it is a business then we cannot have a maif to pay 
his whole attention to it unless he is j»aid for. I know that the Hou’ble 
Minister is a businessman and as such be understands pounds, shillings 
and pence, but I may tell him that in the Calcutta I^niversity we have 
never regarded pounds, shillinjfs pence as the whole sive qua non on 
which a person’s attention should W directed Iwfore he can ffive bis 
best to the work of the Calcutta University. He has nientioned the 
cases 4}f several Universities where the Vice-(Uiancellors are paid. T 
havte already said that he (loes not understand the machinery of the 
IJniverqi^y and therefore he has been made to make this statement 
without Caution. He has mentioned the case of the Allahabad Univer- 
sity. The Allahabad University is a unitarv^ teaching and a residential 
University. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN: Whar'lttmtft- - 

Madras P 

Of. BIDHAN CHANOA ROY: I am coming to i( piesently. 1’he 
Madras University has gone a little fujther than (he Calcutta Univer- 
sity. In Madras there are 14 (onstitueiit colleges within the T^niversity 
area — the Calcutta University has no constituent colleges. 

'* [A voiOK: He does not iinderstand what is meant by const^Sftueni 
college^^] 

/ 

Oft BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 do not know whether it is 
necessary for me to tell the members of this Council that when the 
Calcutta University Commission’s Report with regard to that portion 
which deals iviA the colleges is given effect to, the colleges wUI be 
divided mainly^into constituent colleges and affiliated colleges. It was 
never the intention of the Commission to allow any c^ollage ultimately 
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to remain outside the University. Every co^ege should be l^rt aad 
parcel of the University and that is the nfiai^ng of^ a coQjItituent 
college, and if there are constituent colleges, natt^lljp^ will require 
the attention of an oflScer who has got to devote l^s^'j^hoU* time and 
energy; and when the conditions proposed “^y tha. Sadler Commission 
are enforced, let the Hon’ble Nawab come back with his proposal. He 
has mentioned the Lucknow University. This JiUcknowJIniversity is 
designed to be a unitary and residential TTniversity. He has also men- 
tioned the Dacca University which everyl)ody knows is a teaching and 
residential University. Perhaps the Hnn’ble Nawab does not know 
what he is asking for. He said, you have the machinery and you 
must carry on the work.” What is the proper work of the Vice- 
Ghameilor at the present day^ The Calcutta University works through 
different departments. As I have already said, the Post-Graduate 
Department is under the <‘ontrol of two Presidents — the Examination 
Depart^iient is controlled by a very highly paid officer — the Controller 
of Examinations — who with the assistance of the principals of colleges 
and headmasters of schools carry on the examinations every year. Then 
there is the Registrar's Department which has got its own rules and 
regulations under which it has Wen working for the last »50 or 60 years. 
And more than that the fun<‘tioiis of the various de])artments have been 
reduced t(» such an extent at the present moment that cases which come 
up liefore them are disposed. of more or less as a r(u^ine measure. The 
Vice-Chancellor’s jirimary duty at present is to see that the diffei'ent 
departments of the University are adjusted one to the other, that they 
can co-operate without much friction and settle su<*h points of differences 
that may arise in the working of the University. Dr. Pramathanath 
Bauarjea has mentioned about the work of the Calcutta University and 
that of the Vice-Chancellor. May 1 also mention the fact that the 
Univei*sity under the present system lia‘< become Monller in its area owing 
to 'i6llg’"'iitablishinent of the Rangoon and Patna Universities, and such 
being the case, the work of the Vice-Chancellor has lessened. It is a 
well known secret that the Secondary Board of Education is op the 
legislative anvil and as soon as that comes into force the work of the 
University so far as colleges and probably intermediate classes are con- 
cerneifl will alao be removed from the influence of the University. If 
that is going to happen what is the necessity at the present moment to 
ask for a salary for the Vice-Chancellor? 

There is another point to which 1 must refer. Being in charge of 
the finances of the Calcutta T^niveisity I know I Imve met with great 
di^cul^ in scraping together a rupee here and a rupee there in order 
4o meet the ordinaiy’ expenses, to have a provident fund apd give com- 
passionate allowances to the family of persons whq ‘30am served the 
University well and faithfully for a large number of y^iS^d who die in 
Earnesa. Every time we have got tq find out ways pnl" means to give 
a little relief. At ih# same time- the present Vice-Chancel^jf is ngt 
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anxioul# to^ li^vA a salai^^ even if a salarj* was provided for tAe post. 
WhilS|ro areg^in such fftancial difficulties, while we are giving effect 
to an aiTungenii^iii amved at by the Government for a transition period 
of five whiciii ends up in 1930, I do not see any reason why the 

question of payWni of Hs. 30,000 to a particular individual of the 
TTnivetiity has come up when the other important ptutions of the Uni- 
versity are'^eing starred and, I say, deliWrately so,. Therefore, Sir, 
it is my duty at this stage to inform the members of this Council that 
before they give a vote, they must think that they are doing something 
that the Calcutta University has not recommended. The Calcutta 
University never asked for the Vice-Chancellor to be u salaried officer. 
When the establishment of constituent colleges are decided upon, when 
there are different colleges which are to l>e remodelled, this p^posal may 
come before the Univei'sity and that will lie the time for Government 
to make this proposal. 

Lastly, on l>ehalf of the University, 1 have got to refer to this point 
that while the question of the salary of the Vice-Chancellor is put before 
the Council, the Senate was never asked to give its opinion on the 
subject. This I consider a cruel infringement on the freedom of the 
University for which we, under the guidance of the lute Sir Ashutosh 
Mukherjea, fought and will fight t(> the last. I ask if it is a [>roposal 
which the Government thinks is a very urgent one, why on earth did 
they not take the University into confidence? Probably Government 
dared not, in view of the definite declaration by the Senate with regard 
to the salary of the Vice-Chancellor in their resolution of 1920. With 
these words I strongly oppose the motion for the provision of a salary 
for the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University^ 

[At 4-25 r.M. the Council wu". adjoin ned and il reassembled at 
4-35 P.M.] 

Babu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; <h> a point of personal 
eiplanalioii. Yesterday when the division was called, 1 went through 
the Noes ” lobby but I am informed that m> name appeared in The 
Ayes ” list. I did not go into the “ Ayes ” lobb\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Y<mr statement will be ie<(U‘ded in the pro- 
ceedings as usual. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA; Gn a point of inlminufioii 
only. Before we decide as to what way we should vote in, this matter, 
we would lily^^^be told if the Vice-Chamellorship has already been 
offered to soStteUlleman by the Hon’hle Minister. If that is so, we,' 
at least some d(^8, do not wish Ufcmbarrass the Minister by recordings 
a vote against him. 
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KlMfi ialiMlur Mtuivi AZIZUL HAQU|: At the I 

innst 9 ay that I am in favour so far as tfie is letontd/lilH, that 

the present Calcutta University, as it stands,^ ^ouM^^KaH a salaried 
Vice-Chancellor. But I am afraid I am bpjj^ed t<^tllta present wiy in 
which the ^ant has been provided, and a’’ith object in riew 1 
support the motion which has been just moved by my Jtriena, Babu 
Siaral Kumar Dutt. I am making a statement %t the v^lry beginning 
that HO far as the principle of the pay of the Vice-Chancellor is concern- 
ed, I personally have considered its pros and covs and after cohiidering 
&1I the aspects of the question I think we should have a salaried Vice- 
Chancellor. My first ohjection is that this is a momentous question 
affecting the University, the (Government of Bengal and the public, and 
on UJi important measure like thi*. the Hoirble Minister should have 
considered it necessary to make provision in the budget for the salary 
of the Vice-Chancellor without even < onsulting the Standing Committee 
for Education. 

4-46 p.M. 

1 think 1 cun put it as a piece of information to the members of this 
Council, so far as this question is concerned, that in not a single meeting 
of the Standng (/Oinmittee that was convened was the .question put 
before it. Even though lust year the Standing Committee had before 
it the important question of primnr^^ education it had nothing with 
reference to the (vulcutta University. I only appeal to the Hon’ble 
MiniHter to tell us whether this is the way in which he means to (airy 
out the principles of refoi ms w hich were fiist enunciated in the Reforms 
Qespatch and subsequent letters w]ji(‘h came along with it. T w'ould at 
the same time say that I do not see eye to eye with the Hon’ble Minister 
as to why a salary should be paid to the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
Univeifiity. We ai*e out for Indian isation of the services and I think 
Tndianisation has got no meaning if it will no< mean less expenditure 
so far as Government expenditure is conoerned. We have always been 
crying that the Rdministrati^e expenditure is too mucli and if we 
take the standard that Government have laid down for the payment of 
salarms, I will say, it is a dangerous principle to start Tndianisatioii with 
at the very outset, I think Rs. 4,000 is the maxinuim which can be fixed 
U8 the salary of the Viee-Chancellor. but on the other hand I do not thinh 
there is any other post under the Government of Bengal with which the 
Indians are concerned which should carry a pay of more than Rs. 2,000, 
and thai i.s the very fii*st principle wdiich should be laid dow’u as the basis 
of all new' experiments wbieh may be started. With that point in view , 
even though I do not see eye to eye with the Hon’ble Minister, I do admit 
Ibat so far as Vice-Chancellor is concerned the word ** salary ” may 
be substituted later on, if a proposal be brought in, by something liJce an 
allowance so that the^piestion of salary' may be given the go-by alto- 
gether. ^ 
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also aaotbisr observation wbicb I wish to make. I would 
t!^|lie q<|^tion of grc^rtibg a salary to the Vice-Chancellor is a very 
importl^t on^ and it owght to be discussed from every point of view. 
I think we had been so v^ busy with the ministerial (lue^tiou that wo 
hadnh|trdly any time^ consider the pros and cons of the Vice-Chan(*ellor'a 
salary.* I must frankly admit, coming as it does in the budget, that 
it has taken me almost unawares and that if we mean to do any good 
with the three hours allotted for this subject we cannot possibly have 
even a decent discussion on the (question. 

My friend Dr. Bidhan ('handra Roy said that the Cahuittu Univer- 
sity was not consulted and also the Standing Committee on Education 
had not been consulted. T tind that it has heen put as one of the many 
items t(» be discussed within a small interval of three hours. Even 
though I am in favour of the salary of tlie Vice-Chancellor I appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education to withdraw this demand 
for the salarv of the Vice-tMunicelloi for the present ami to bring it as 
an independent measuie along with other Bills whi«*li are (‘oming or with 
the Bills he might himself think of bringing at a later period of the 
year. With this end in view I have consulted my colleaguer* so far as 
the salary of the Vice-Chancellor is comerned. The opinion is eijually 
divided and T appeal to the Hoirble Minister not to push this measur(‘ 
at thiis stage and (|uite so suddenly and come to a conclusion. 

There i.> also a strong ieas<m why this question of salary should not 
be taken an isolated item. T think the Hon’ble Mini-ster km»ws that 
the Muhammadan coinniunity have a cliroiiic grievance against the 
Calcutta University. Wo think, the Muhammadan community think, 
that the (piestion of the constitution of the Cab utta University should 
be taken up before any >ubstantial change is ma«le in it. 

For these reasons 1 d(> submit that so far us the salary nf the Vice- 
Chancellor is <'on(‘erned the demand he withflra«vn by the Hon’ble 
Minister. 


Sir ABDUR-RAHIM: The mattei has heen fully tliscussed and f 
do not think I can throv much finther light im this question. I emly 
wish to say that I had an occasion to study the Sadler ConimisMion’s 
report and I had occasion to sit in conference after conference relating 
to the Calcutta T'uiver.sity wher<» and how it should be improved, whether 
it ought to make other arrangements for secondary education apd many 
other very difficult and complicated questions were discussed. I only 
wish to say this to the House that T have come to a definite conclusion 
that having a paid Vice-Chancellor in tlie^Calcntta Univemity will not 
serve any iweful purpose, on the other hand it wu’ll reduce the dignity of 
that office. T do not think it is necessary to discuss the matter any 
further. I, therefore, support the motion foi the refusal of the demand. 
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Mr. 8 . C. MilKERJI: The speech that has llallen from ^ 
of Edu(!ation has coiirineed in^that this o£ the Vice-Chailtellor’s 

pay should not be pushed through at this stage? The Hobble Minister 
himself says that he has a Calcutta Univ^sity Bill ii ^reparljjion 
and we have also got two more (Calcutta Univei-itty Bills, intrc^l^uced 
by two non-official members, on l! e anvil. We do not know what that 
Government Fniversity Bill is; we should like to know what TTnivei-sity 
ma<*hinery has l)een proposed tlierein; we should first like to know 
what that measure is; we should like to know what place has been 
given to the Vice-t.’Iiumellor in tliat Bill ; we should like to know’ what 
duties have been assigned to the Vice-ChanceTloi in that Bill. In 
view of that it is prematuie to juess tor this grant at thiir stage. 1 
think Dr. B. C. Roy wdio has delivered a veiy important speech this 
aftei Jioon, with his intimate acquaintance with the affairs" of' Calcutta 
Thiivei'sity, has taken an unfaii advantage of the inexpejience of 
the inesent Minister for Education. He has given a long and detailed 
desciiption of the machinery of the present ('alcutta T'niversity and 
has tried — if I may say so — to minimise the iinportane^ of the position 
of the pres(‘iit Vi<e-(’hancell(U‘ and he lia^ also tried to show* that the 
duties of the present V^ice-( 'haiwcd ho aii* iK)t so exacting as they have 
been (les< l ibed b\ the Hon’ble MiTiistei nt Education. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Max I rise <m a point of 
personal explanat iim. Sii y I iievei' ma<le ariy such remaiK. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot rise at thi'^ sta‘.»e — not before 
Mr. Mukerji has finished. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: So fai back as UM4 — 1 find tuon the days 
of the Vice-('hancelloiship of the late Sir Asutosh Mukherjee than 
whom a better Vice-Chancellor has not presided rrver the deliberations 
of Calcutta T^niversity, a man of colossal and gigantic- intellect, a 
tow'ering per.sonality, and a man who possessed a robust and a virile 
imagination and who was thoroughly acciuainted with every detail of 
the T^niversity's administration — ^1 find Sir Ashutcrsh Mukherjee say- 
ing: Nor need 1 dwell on the tact that the duties of the Vice- 

Chancellor of one of the great Indian T^niversities are not exactly 
light or unimportant, under any circumstances; even the routine work 
of an uneventful period consumes much time and demands a good 
deal of patieiK'e, if nothing more; and I believe no Vice-Chancellor 
has ever passed, even through one of the normal terms of office, with- 
out an occasional call to grapple wdth business of grave import and 
high responsibility. But injny case, the period of office has not only 
been unusually Icnig, but it has inqmsed u{>on the business head of 
the University, an absolutely unprecedented Inirden of toil and respon- 
sibility.’* In another page this gi-eat man says: ** At the same time, 
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it is aiiici that in au the ni^re important branches of University work, 
the Vte^^Chancellor himsalf^ necessarily Jhas to exercise two functions 
to which th% highest responsibility attaches — he has to intn)duce new 
imporyjtit measures, and he has to guide the Syndicate to profitable 
and if possible unaninioiis resolutions to be laid befoi-e the Senate,” 
and *^he says later on “ tbe toil of the Vice-ri\ancellor is truly 
Herculean.” So it cannot be said that the Vice-rbnnctllor has not 
very onerous and exatting duties but whether the Vice-('hancellor 
should be a salaried officer or whether the Vice-(’liancellor should lx* 
a man coming between the Ministio on the one hand ami the (’hancellor 
on the (Uher — tlie.se aie yirohlems whi<*h need careful consideration 
later on. #fid in view ot the observations T have made I teel that this 
grunt should he ' withdi awn oi at least not presse«l h\ the llon*hle 
Kducation Sinister at this stage. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Ma> 1 say one word helore this inattei is pul 
to vote? In the hist jilace I am altogetluM* opposed to the piovision 
of this amount in the budget undei the present constitution ot the 
University for various ieas<»ns most of whi<h hav»» already hi*eii dealt 
with this afternoon. Hut I sliould like to ask the llon’hle Minister 
or Ml. Tiiiidsay why it is that this amount has been budgeted this year. 
It has been a matter of great surprise to myself and to some (»f my., 
colleagues to learn that in regard to this particular provision neither 
the Senate of the T"ni versitN . noi- the Syndicate of the Vniversity, 
nor, I understand, even the Standing (’omniittee on Kilucution of 
this (\)uncil has lieeii consulted. It .seems strange tliat these three 
autliorities in regard to the ('ahntta Tniversity should have been 
entirely ignored in this respect and we would like to know from the 
Minister oi troiu the Secretary to the Education Department tJbe 
juecise nature of the emeigency which has smldenly arisen whicli 
would justify the ignoring of these important iMxlies coiineited \<*ith 
education, and putting this sum in the budget. AVe should like to 
know what arguments were adiluced by the Hon ’hie Minister to con- 
vince the Finance Memhei, usuallx a veiy dittii ult member to con- 
vince. If there is no special reason then I would suggest to th© Hoiride 
Minister that he should remember that in matters relating to educa- 
tion and particularly in regard to the University, this House has 
always been extremely sensitive ot its authority and duty. If there 
is no particular reason I would ask the Hon’hle Minister to reiiieml>er 
that to bring forward such a motion at this stage and foi a purjame 
like this is merely to waste the valuable time of this Council in regard 
to the discussion on education. On the other hand, if there is an 
adequate reason which has hitherto not been explained, I hope it will 
be possible, within the confines of this discussion either for the 
Hon'ble Mmister or Mr. Lindsay to state what that reason is. 
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Tli« Hoffi’bte Nmrib MUtHARRUF HORKIN, Khan Sahaihir; 

Some questions have been asked me and iW% I be permitted to make 
a reply to them? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you Tbave a right to reply. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 17,500, under the head “ 3fA. — 
University — Grant towards the salary of the Vice-Chancellor ” be 
refused was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions were not put as they were covered by the 
foregoing decision of the Council: — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 3,90,350 under the head ‘31A. — Education (Transferr^ — Univer- 
sity — (Hilcuttu TTiiiversity ’ be reduced by Rs. 17,500.^’ 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of Rs. 4,09,484 
under the head ‘ 31 A.— Education (Transfer red — Grant to Calcutta 
University ’ be reduced by Rs, 17,500.” 

5 I'.M. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sii, in the absence of 
my friend llabu Akhil (3iandra Datta I beg leave to move the follow- 
'*’ing motion: — 

That the demand of Rs. 4,09,484 under the head ” 31 A. — Education 
(Transferred) — Grants to Calcutta University ” be reduced by Re. 1. 

My object in doing so is to draw the attention of the House 
to the inadequacy of the grant which is given to the 
Calcutta University. It is not to be supposed that I do grudge a 
grant of money to the University of Dacca; but T am pi^oud of the 
fact that I belong to the Calcutta University and of having studied 
under its banners, and I feel that so far as the Government of Bengal 
are concerned the grant which they usually give to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity is so hopelessly inadequate that I submit that the House has a 
right to ask why such a different treatment is meted out to the 
Calcutta University* Sir, on a perusal of the budget, I find that the 
Calcutta University has been provided with a magnificient sum of 
Rs. 3,90,000 and if from that we exclude the budget grant of 
Rs. 17,500, we are left with a sum of Rs. 3,73,000 as recurring grant 
and a non-recurring grant of Rs. 19,000 — Rs. 3,000 for printing and 
publishing the ballads, Rs. 13,000 for supervision of the mess scheme^ 
and Rs. 3,000 for hostel accommodation. Sir, I do not say that I 
have any idea that the amount of grant to the Dacca Univewity 
should be dec i'eas^d — I say that the treatment which has been meted 
out to the Calc utta University is such that it demands the serious 
attention of this House. T find that Rs. 3,32^0 has been granted 
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as a ilMft-i*ecurring grant to the Dacca XJniTereity in addition to the 
recurrilig grant of Rs. 5,89,631. I think the sense of proportion is 
too much wanting both in the de^rtnients of Finance and Education. 
Now, lot us see how the Calcutta university has fared, I say, as one 
representing a school of thought which has taken no part in educa- 
tiona! controversy, that we feel that great injustice has been done by 
the Government of Bengal in the distribution of its grants. Am I 
to understand' that the Secretariat is so absolutely ignorant of the true 
state of affairs in the Calcutta University that a sum of Rs. 19,000 as 
against Rs. 3,32,000 to the Dacca University is considered adetjuate 
for the upkeep and development of the Calcutta University. Sir, I 
a Muhammadan member liave thought it tit to raise a voice of protest 
for the simple reason that it may not be th<»ught that because we want 
the Dacca tl^ivi^rsity to prosper, we want that the Calcutta T^niversity 
should suffer. We want the Calcutta University to get a just and 
e(juitable treatment. We should be proud of the Cahutta University 
and I say that so far as this House is <'oncerne<l, we have been remind* 
ing for several years past that the Calcutta University has not l)een 
getting just as it should. I do not belong to the University, I do not 
know who are the fortunate few among the Muhammadans who have 
access to the Calcutta Univeisity, but I do submit, from what T have 
been able to know, that there are many insistent demands on the purse 
of the Calcutta University, some of which have been ehxiuently 
expressed by my friend Dr. B. C. Roy, and from the personal knowledge 
that T have gathered from the little literature that is publislied from 
time to time by the Calcutta University, T do believe that this House 
should record its opiiiion as to what should be the minimum grant. 
I only suggest to the Hon ’hie Minister, who has just come to otlice 
with a new lease of life, which we hope wdll he uninterrupted for at 
least a few months, that he uonld do well, if Ije could, to jdace the 
minimum grant to the Calcutta TTniversity on a statutory basis, like 
our learned friend and leader, Sir A!)d-iir-Rahim . who has done a 
signal service to the Dacca University by putting the minimum 
demand for the Dacca University on the Statute Book. T think it 
will be better if he can forthwith appoint a committee of members 
of this House, the Calcutta University and the Government of Bengal, 
to examine the minimum grant of money that is ne^’essary to main* 
tain the Calcutta Univei-sity in a proper manner. 

Blbll MANMATHA NATH ROY* Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,09,484 under the head “ 31 A. — Education (TmnsfeiTed) 
— Grant to Calcutta University” be red^l^ed by Re. 1. My motion is 
similar to the one just moved by my friend. Sir, about this time last 
year I drew the attention of this House that since the appointment of 
the pi-esent Vice-Chancellor, the Goveniment have suceeded in dominat- 
ing the policy of the University. It is my misfortune again, Sir, to 



410 


DEMANDS FOR GEANSS. 


[22nd Mar. 


Kay that Kiiire then this otficialiKatiou has continued and has made 
Kteady progrens. During the last year the activities of the Univei*8ity 
have l>een largely directed towards getting rid of those men of the old 
pai’ty who had successfully resisted* the attempts of Government at 
domination in the past, and also of those who would not now agree to 
be the henchmen of Government. Ijet me, Sir, refer to an incident 
which happened only a few days ago. Towards the beginning of this 
week the Faculty of Arts had to elect members to the different Boards of 
Studies. In the Board of Studies in Teaching, 9 members were 
returned. Gut of these nine, 7 Government officials have been returned, 
and two eminent Indians, Professor Heramba ('handra Maitra, 
Principal of the (’ity (^(dlege, and Professor Jnanranjan Banerjea, 
Principal of the Vidyasagar (h)llege, could not get in. They were 
rejected. Another name I may mention here, that of my esteemed 
friend Mi. Wordswoith, who is unfoi tunately not a Government official 
to-day, and who was rejected. On the other hand Mr. Matloob Ahmad 
Khan Ghauhduri, vvlio has nevei taught anywhere, Khan Bahadur 
Tasaddak Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Ashanullh (the Assistant Director of 
Public Instruction), all got in. What does this show^ What does this 
indicate? Again, in the Board of Studies in English, Sir Devil Prosad 
Sarbadhikari, our esteemed ( (dleague in this Gouncil, <*(>uld not get more 
than If vfftes and was not letuined, whereas Mr. Thaiu Ghandia Biswas 
got in with 2o votes. M'hat does this also indicate? What is the 
policy behind all this? Then, again, on anothei occasion, about three 
weeks ago, when the Facmlty of Arts co-opted niembers, iny esteemed 
friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, was left out, and as many as five 
Gtiveinntent officials weie successful. The implication of this (‘annot be 
oveilooked. Sir, it is a niatttu of shame that at the present day 80 pel 
cent, of the members of the Fniversity sliould be nominated. Two Bills 
were introduced in this Ffuincil for the juiipiJse of democi at ising the 
University, and the sponsors of the Bills had asked for their retereiK^e to 
Select Uommittee, but at the instance of Government, the ( onsideration 
of the Bills by this (hmncil has been delayed. The Hon'ble Minister 
has given us an assuraiu'e that a Bill is under jierparation in the Secre- 
tariat. We know what value to give to thcsr assuiances. We have 
had assuiances of this description from those occu])ying the ministerial 
chairs, from Sir P, C. Mitter downwards — my friend says upwards — but. 
Sir, althcugh these assurames were given fiom time to time, nothing 
has been done up till mw. It seems, Sir, that we shall have to wait 
till Doomsday for getting the constitution of the Univei'sity leformed. 
I would also refer to another distressing circumstance which has 
happened within the last few days. The jiolicy of officialivsatiou has 
spread far and wide. Every day we hear of distressing frictions between 
the students and the authorities in colleges. The principals and the other 
authorities in some of the colleges seem to be anxious to inculcate slave- 
mentality in tbe students. The Univeisity has a duty in the matter. 
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Tt is the duty of the University to put things right. It is no wonder 
that the University as at present constituted, with a preponderance of 
(iovernment officials and their henchmen, have niU done anything in 
the matter. It has totally failed in its duty. 

.'i-lo P.M. 

BabU ilATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: Kiigland taking her 
leaf from the hi.story of Ancient Rome — her political (turu — hu.s 
emasculated the whole of India l»y >v.>tematically and >lowly pursuing 
the policy of demilitarisation to her subject race. We know how her 
political (rinu when attacked h\ haiharians ht ing unable to ])rotest 
herself had to succumb to tbe attacks of ber liarbarous neigblumrs on 
account of this ill-advised polic\ juiisiieil in i elation to Inu subject 
peoples. Would such a day come wlien England would have to repent 
her short-sighted policy in India. 

Time'- without nuinbei ovn jiublic men have cried themseh’es hoarse 
iiv(>r this (piestion. but the unbending attitude ot the (government still 
remains fiim. Does the (Tovernmenl doubt the militar\' instinct of the 
Bengalees? The late War has proved the iminen'^e potentialities of 
our young tnei\ in military line, even tin* Fiench (iovei iiment was more 
liberal in thi^ lespect to it^ Indian Nadtinteei'^. who uei(‘ '^taken as 
coinmi'"'ioned olliceis and weie ])laced in charg-e ( f artiller>. 'Fhey have 
been highly spf)ken of by the Frem h authorities. B\it, have our (Govern- 
ment done anything for tiujse young Bengalees who joined army during 
tbe last war? M(»st of tlnun were employed as stretchei -beaters, tiann- 
port bearers, and few of them were taken as non-commissioned otlicers. 
Is this the rewaid (d theii sufterings in the b<dd and b»yalty to tbe 
( ■row n ? 

Ton ate afraid that the vei \ arms given to our young meii may be 
Turned against you. But have patience and < onfidence in us. I'rust 
begets trust. If you suspect us in every footfall and seo tbe s])ectre of 
sedition and revolution in every word and action of our young men, theti 
I am constrained to admit that your statesmanship is at dis<-oini( and 
moral cowardice has seized you from toj) to bottr>m. Had you given 
military training to our ediu ated young men, you would not have to go 
to beg during the last war in Fmrope and America at the door of every 
|K)wer for arms, ammunition. Tuen and money, even one crore of ]>eople 
properly trained would defy any military powi*r in the world. But 
there is yet time, the yellow peril is at hand. What would you do if 
the teeming millions from the north hacked by your enemies f)our in 
Thr<iiigh the passes in India? Your standing army will be quite 
in.suffieient to resist the avnlarnhe from the Himalayas. Your army 
which is mostly composed of ignorant people have neither the brain 
nor the moral courage of educated young men. So, T advise you to take 
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our young men into confidence and introduce compulsory miliiary ti-ain- 
ing among the studentg of higher classes^ who true to their traditions of 
loyalty and fidelity to their King and pountr>^ will faithfidly and 
gloriously discharge their duties. 

You will find splendid war material among young men of the present 
generations. 

They are fine .sportsmen and are fired up with enthusiaui, the equal 
of which you will rarely find elsewhere. Such materials are existing 
among the student community of Bengal. But for want of proper 
training, they are physically <lwindling away. 

So it is meet that they should he cojnpelled to undergo military 
training. 

Once the impetus is given all will come cheerfully to take advantage 
of it. Military training will not only be a benefit to the student com- 
munity itself but will be a national asset. 

The students of to-day will be a nation by to-morrow*. 

With this 1 support the motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I thank Khan Bahadur 
Ajiizul Ifaque for his able advocacy of the claims of the Calcutta 
University. He is not personally connected with the University;, but 
as an almvnns of the University he has thought fit to place before us the 
needs of this great institution. My hoiride fiiend, Mr. Haque, has 
pointed out to us the unfair and inequitable tieatment wliicli has been 
meted out to the Cbilcutta TTniversity as coni])!ncd with that ac'coided to 
the sister University ot Ducea. He has also nnide a itovent appeal for 
a fair and more etpiitable treatment of the Caleutia riii\ersit\ in future. 
Sir, f wlnde-heartedly associate myself with this appeal. The Calcutta 
University is, indeed, in great financial distiess. ()nl\ a ft‘v years ago 
we had a great tu.ssle with the (Government, and after a great deal of 
bickering we came to an agreement — a very unsatisfactory agreement- - 
thabasum of Rs. d,00,()00 should be aniuially granted to the l*ost- 
Graduate Department. But even this small grant has md been paid to 
the TTniversity in full during the last few years. Sir, that is the state 
of tliings which still continues. The needs of the TTniversity are very* 
great. The Calcutta TTniversity has developed a Tea(*hing Department 
which costs a very large annual sum of money. Sir, T hope and trust 
that the advocacy of men who have no axes of their own to grind will 
prompt Government to feel that the Calcutta University desen'es tn get 
more money, I hope and trust that the Government will agree to place 
the grant to the Calcutta University on a satisfactory — and a statut(»ry — 
basis. 

TIM HOfi’lito Nawali MASHARRUF H08AIN, Khui MuMhir: Sir^ 

jiiy friend, Khan Bahadur Asixul Haque, has pointed out to us the 
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iniquHwis treatmeut that the Calcutta University has been receiving at 
the hands of Government as against the Dacca University. T am not 
aware that the Dacca University has got a statutory grant and that the 
Calcutta University has not got it. When I took over charge I asked 
inv depai'tment whether it was possible for me to bring in a Bill for a 
statutory grant for the Calcutta University on the same lines us Dacca. I 
was told that Government was thinking of reconstituting the Uiiivei-sity 
either on the lines suggested by the two Bills already introduced in the 
Council or on a line of its own which will lie introduced later. The 
difficulty is we do not know exactly w hat is the amount which is required 
hy the Calcutbi University. Tf we knew it we could bring in a Bill 
for giving a statutory grant to the University. Since my taking over 
charge the time has been very short for me to bring in a Bill and Govern- 
ment is also busy with other Bills. We have to introduce the Primary 
Education Bill which is taking a lot of our time and there are other 
Bills also. We are also thinking of course of the Cahutta University 
Bill and of giving a statutory grant to the University. We are thinking 
of meeting the difhculties of the TTniversity in a spirit oi 8ym])athv. I 
hope that if sufficient time is given to me T w'ill be in a jiosition to bring 
an improvement in the Department of Education. My friends joay 
say that a business man has been placed in charge ot Education but I 
may assure them that that businessman is one of them, who passed thiough 
the Calcutta University and had the privilege of passing Law’ ExanU»o»'^ 
<i(*n as well. They may say T am not a Calcutta man. Well, Sir, that 
is all they can say against me. I may also soy that I am really trying to 
grapple with the problem which has not yet been tackled by mv prede- 
(essors. As 1 have said, if sufficient time is given to me T shall he aide 
to satisfy my friends that they were mistaken in their belief about me. 

As regards the grant of Rs. d,0(),000 which has been promised hy the 
(tovernment of India to the Calcutta University my friend Dr. Pramatha- 
Hath Banerjea has said that for the last two years this money has not been 
paid in full. 1 may tell him that whenever money was really requircMl 
hy the University it has been paid. Government promised to pay to the 
extent of Rs. d,()U,0()0 and tliat promise is being fulfilled by Governmeiit. 
If the a(‘tual expenditure is less than Rs. ‘t.Ofl.OOO then you will get 
less money. If more than Rs. -‘hOO.fKM) are retiuired then you will get 
only Rs. .Lf)0,000 and nothing more. That was the agreement that wa^ 
reached between the University and the Government and the Govern- 
ment has acted up to that agreement. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Am I to understand that if the 
expenditure is more than Rs. .1.00.000 Oovernment will pay that? 

Th* HonHla Nawab MACHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

a« I have explained Government will pay up to Rs. 1,00,000. Sir, Dr. 
Banerjea has also pointed out that there has been a lot of oIBcialisation 
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inside the University since sometime ago. I may tell him that it is 
purely matter of election and if an official is elected how can Government 
interfere in the matter. It is not the Goveimment but the Chancellor 
has the right to nominate Fellows to the Calcutta University. Sir, I 
may impress upon my friends the fact that there is a difference between 
the Government and the Chancellor. On this ground no censure motion 
can be passed against Government. 


Mr. MEtlDENT: Order, order, it is now 5-10 I’.M. and I must 
adjourn the Council. If the Hon’ble Minister wishes he can continue 
with his speech on Monday when there would be ‘1*1 minutes to spare on 
this head. 


Adjoummtnt 

The Council was then adjourned till p.m. on Monday, the 2tith 
March, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proottdifigs of the Bongol Logislalivo Counoil ati a m ii M HiMlir tho 
prooiskNis of tho Govomiiioiit of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta^ 
on IConday, the 26th March, 1928, at 3 p.m. 

Prosont: 

The Hon’ble the President »Raja Manm\tha N \th K \y ChaudhuRI, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Kxecutivo 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers ami So nominated and elected 
member^^. 


Starrod Guoition 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Unruly behaviour of strangers In or about the Town Hall 
on the 21st Mareh, t92S. 

•79. Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: ui) Has the attention of the Honhle- 
Member in char^^e of the Lej^islative l)epai*tiiient been drawn to the 
loufch handling: received by some of the nieinlwrs of this Council within 
the precincts of the (\)uncil Chainbei aftei the meeting: of the 2lst 
Mairh ? 

ih) If so, will the Hon’ble Meinbei state what an unKet»»«»tH have 
been made to pi-otect members of the (Council in the dischar^re of their 
duties? 

MEMBER in charg. of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Honlilo MMiaraJa Kahauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): (a) 

Yes. 

ih) The Commissioner of Poliee ha'' been inst nicted t<» prevent ^all 
persons (except those havinjr businesh with the Council inclii^K 
members and visitors) fnmi entering: the biiildin^r by the (entrance used 
for Council meetinKJ^ and also from fre(|uen(inp or loiterinfr*in the 
approaches particularly in the approach to the Kasi of the Council 
Chamber and in the iwirtico, and to keep the hall and steps elear at all 
times but especially up t., the hour fixed for (he Council meeting? and 
ajfairi when the memWrs are departing. The Commissioner of Police 
has also been asked to see th|d visitors to the Council once the Council 
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IB over pass down the staircase and proceed out of the hail at once and 
do not congregate either there or on the steps or in the portico. It is 
hoped that these orders will prevent any repetition of the unruly 
behaviour of the 21st March. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the Hon^le Member be 
pleased to state who were the members who had been roughly handled? 

Tho HDn’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadiifp 
of Nadia: Several members have complained to us, Imf T have not got 
any l)articular names at present. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Honlde Member l>e 
pleased to state who were the members who ef>mplained to him? 


Tho HotilMo Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Some of them complained to me personally. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hmi'ble Member be 
pleased to give us their names? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
•I Nadia: I am not prepared to disclose the names at present. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Are we to understand that the 
members of Council to whom the Hon’ble M(*ml>er I'efers, were roughly 
handled within the precincts of the Council ChamWr? 

Tha Hon’blo Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: On the slep*4 and in the portico as reported to me. 


Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: l)oe< the j)orTico c<une within the 

piccincts of the ('<iniicil Chninber? 


The Honlilo Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Nik 

^"'Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Then how could the Hon’ble 
Membar answer the first question in the affirmati%’eP 

Tha Hon’blo Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: The precincts include the steps and the portico. 

Or. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY; Does^be alter bis previous answer? 
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1%i[ Hon>Ma MalMr«i« KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Baiwdlic, 
of Nodhi: I have given the answer^ it wt^ “ within the preciucta of Iks 
Council Chamber/’ not “within the Chamber." That makes it quite 
clear. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: In the answer to (6) the Hon’ble 
Member states tlmt he has asked the (^oinmisHioner of Police to prevent 
persons from enfering the building by the eiitmnce used for Council 
meetings. Does the Hon'ble Member refer 1o the Town Halt itself, or 
the entrance to the upper floor? 


Tho Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: It is the entrance to the building; I have made it quite clear 
at the end of my answer. 


Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that the gnnind flooi and the com|>ound belong b) <he Calcutta Cor- 
IK>ration, and not to (ioverninent ? 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Yes. 


Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Member in order 
in asking the (knmnisvionpi of Police to interfere in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (ioverninent are advised that they are competent to do so, 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: 11a ving regard to the dignity of this 
House, Sir, may 1 know whether you would allow the (k)nimiAsion(T of 
Police to interfere in any way with the visitors jithI meinhers inside this 
building? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: That is for yo\i t<» decide, Sir, but I venture to say that this 
w’ill not be *io long as the meTubers behave pnjperly. fTiaugbter.’) 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Before taking any should 
not this matter have been referred to the President of this (Touncflf 

The Hoitide Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Baliaddr, 
of Nadia: This was done. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Does the Hon’ble Member mean 
to state that members of ibch^uncil were guilty Of unruly bebaviourf 
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, tlie. Hofilile Mahantfa 1CSHAUN1SH CHANDRA RAY Balmto, 
jtr*N«Ha! I do not make any' such assertion. The question and the 
answen are perfectly clear. 

Mr. SUfHAB ClIANDRA BOSE: Are we to understand that the 
public are going to be pi evented from entering the compound and the 
l^uiA^ floor of this building P 

TTfe Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAONI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Uf Nadia: I would refer the member to the answer already given. 

Mr. StJBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: The answer is not clear; may we 
have a clear answer. 

The Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Of Nadia: This is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: I seek a ruling from the Chair. 

Mr. President: The Hon’ble Member may answer the question if he 
wishes to do so. 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: The question is whethei he pr(>poses to 
prevent the public from entering the compound of this building. The 
answer is not clear as printed. T think w’e are entitled to a clear 
answer; it is a simple question. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: I submit that my answer is perfectly clear. I may repeat 
what I have said The Commissioner of Police hfus been instructed to 
prevent all persons (except those having business with the Council 
including membei*s and visitors) from entering the buildinc: by thf‘ 
entrance used for Council meetings and also from frequenting or loiter- 
ing in the appi*oacbes, particularly in the approacb to the Kast of the 
Council Chamber and in the portico. ...” 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whe.ther this question has been sent within the time specified by the 
Rttiw tad Standing Orders? ^ 

TIM Hon*bl. MaharaJ. K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Btfudur, 
ANMna: It has been admitted by the Hon’ble the President under the 
rules at short notice. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: In the aikswer given by the Hon'ble 
MemVr does he mean any distinction bji^een “ entering the building 
by the entrance used for Council iiimings ” and “ tbe approaches 
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fStuiii^ularly in the approach to the East ol the Council diainber and in ' 
the portico?’" If that be so, to which entrance does he specificaUy inlirF 
We have friends coming to the Council Chamber, but before #s ask 
them to come, we would like to know what is the particular pelt of the 
building to which he refers in his answejr. 

The HonHile Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY 
of Nadia: The usual entrance — the East. 

,!■ 

Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: If that be so, then what is the 
meaning of the words “ also from fi-equenting or loitering in the 
approaches particularly in the approach to the East of the Ctmncil 
Chamber?” If the East gate is the entrance, and if persons are not 
allowed to enter, how can they fretjuent or loiter in the approaches and*^ 
in the portico? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadurt 
of Nadia: T think the entrance is within the p«)rtico and the staircase 
room. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: If the Hon’Ue Member and the 
(’onunissioner of Police prevent the public from using the entrance, how 
are the Municipal Corporation and the members of the public going to 
use the oftices situated in the ground floor of the Iniibling? 

The Hon'hle Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: They can go in through the ordinary entrance. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: What steps are being taken to 
protect members of the Council fi-oin official prevssure in the discharge 
of their duties? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That doev not arise. I do not allow that ciues- 
tion. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: 1 want to kno>^ whether any corn- 
plaint has been made about the official pressure on the freedom of 
meu|bersP % 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that supplementary question ae 
it does not arise out of the main question. 

Bahu BEJOY KRI8HNA B08E. Is the TTon’ble Member aware of 
the practice outside the House of Commons and the Houses 6f parlia* 
went, and whether the poliflft are allowed to interfeie with the public? 
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TIm Hm^lB Malutfida K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY DaiiMliir, 
of Nadias Unfartunately, I have never been to England, so I do not 
know. 


Point of ordor. 

Maufvi ABDUL KARIM: On a ]>oint of order, Sir. For the discus- 
sion of the Education grant d hours were allotted, and out of those 3 
hours, 2 hoins and 20 minutes were taken up bv the discussion of a 
giant for the 8alai*>' of the Vice-Chancellor, the hou/i jide of which I 
l)elievp is doubtful, leaving only 33 minutes for the discussion of the 
more important subjects like collegiate, secondary and primary educa- 
tion. May 1 know whether by some readjustment you can give some 
^ more time for the discussion of these subjects? I find in the Civil 
Works Budget 3 hours and 20 minutes have been allotted for the dis- 
cussion, and there are 17 motions of which as many ns 14 stand in the 
name of one ])articular member. I should like to know whether by 
some readjust Tiient you can allow more time for this discussion on 
Education. I am nfniid the other day the discussion on the salary of 
the A'^ice-Ohancellor wais prolonged deliberately with a view to stifle 
discussion of these important subjects. It was a trick played upon the 
Ooun(;il in order to avoid inconvenient questions regarding secondary 
and primary ediicatifm." 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Although 1 depreciate any attempt on the part 
of any member to fling words at another while he is speaking on n point 
of order, T must say that I agree with Mr. Abdul Karim that much 
time was wasted over a parti<‘ular item, but the remedy does not lie 
with me. Tt is i!n])ossib]e for me to effect any readjustment as pn>po8ed 
by the hon’ble member. The remedy lies entirely with the non-official 
member^ tliemselves, A little more self-restraint in sending in amend- 
ments and in speaking on them. T think, will cure the evil complained 
of. 


Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSE: May 1 ask if the time spent on 
the discussion of the “ no confidence ” motions will be excluded from 
the time set apnH for the discussion of this item of theTudget? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That does not affect the situation at all, 3 hours 
have been allotted for the discussion of this demand, and I must see 
that it is finished within three hours. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of information, Sir, we find 
that 11 houi-8 odd are still left over for the discussion of the budget 
according to the time-table we have g^, but as far as I know the 
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CouQiffl will adjourn the day after to-mornm. «The first no^e we had 
stated that the 27th was the lost day, but we ought to have 11 hours 
more, end we do not know whether we are going to sit on Wednesday 
or Thursday again. If we are to close down to-morrow.^ 

Mr. PRE8ID€NT: The rule is that when the time-limit is reached, 
I have to put the outstanding motions forthwith. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: I am not referring to any particular 
subject. The time-limit for the budget discussion is presumably the 
27th, according to the time-table. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is the rule, I cannot help it. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: I think 1 am clear enough. I am suggest- 
ing to you that having regard to the time-table members will not have 
time before to-morrow to disi uas the whole budget. That is exactly 
the position. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand what you mean. Members 
are allowed to disemss the various items within a specified time, and 
when that time is over it is clearly the duty of the Preslilenl t«» pui 
forthwith all outstanding demands. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: May I make ni^’ j)oint absolutely edearP 
Two hours, three hours, etc., have been allotted to particular demands. 
Now, what is the use of making a time-table like that when the number 
of days allotted for the budget discussion cannot cover that ilmeP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou do not seem to understand. Not only hours 
but also so many days are allotted for the tli-seussion (d the demands 
and it is the duty of the non-offieinl meinhei-s n(d only to finish the 
diseussiofi of a particular item within the time >*j)ecified ft>r it but also 
to close the debate on the budget as a whole within the allotted days. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA; The point is perfectly c lear. At the end 
of the budget discussion to-morn>w, the last day, you will still have U 
hours accortliifg to your time-table remaining for the discussion of the 
budget, but by to-inorrf>w we will not have this allotted lime. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou do not seem to understand the point. We 
have to close the debate on the budget by to-monow becau>e the 12 clays 
allotted to the discussion of the budget expire to-morrow. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: You have al-!o 11 hour- more given for the 
discussion of the budget according to your time-table. What is the use 
of having a time-table, if the time is not adhered top 
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Mr. PREtlDENTi JBi^ you forget iiiai some time was takeir amay 
by you fof jthe discussion of tbe motions of “ no confidence in ministers. 
That is why you cannot have If houits more for the discussion of tibs 
budget. ^ 

Mr. SUAHSS CHANDRA BOSE: Do you suggest that the discus- 
sion of the **nO confidaiU5e motions is part of the budget discussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, it wa^ not. But it was the option of the 
non-ofTudal members, rather a request f?M)m them that a day should be 
taken out of the budget period, and given to the discussion of the 
motions of “ no confidence in ministers, and it was in order to comply 
with their lequest that a day was allotted; so they should not complain. 
We have to finish the budget to-moiTow'. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: We never made such a reiiuest. 
We never sai<l that w’e wanted a day out of the budget period. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You might not have said so in so many words, 
hut you meant that, and tiiere was no help for it. as I had to give you 
ji day within 10 days from the date of your notice. You. therefore, 
knew what the eonseijueiice would he: for uud(*r tlie rules the Governor 
cannot give more than 12 days for t!ie diseus^ion of the budget. 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: Havi ng regard to this confusion, may I 
ask, when, m*c(»r(ling to you, the di.scussion en the budget will end 
to-morrow ? 

Mr. PRE8IDCNT: At five oVloek. 


DEMAND8 FOR CRANT8. 

31. — Eduoatioii (Transferred). 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Nawab Musharruf Hosain Khan Bahadur): 1 was speaking 
when the Council was adjourned the other day. Some of my friends on 
my right have complained that Government have not helped them in 
introducing compulsory" universal military training for boys at colleges. 
Now, so far as military training is concenied it requires finance and 
finance is absolutely under the control of the Central Government. 
’ This Government have further nothing to do with military training, 
finance must be found for it by the Government of India. We must 
further find out whether there is any readiness on the part of tbe 



st\ideA(p to undertake tbi.s trainyaK^ ^ i-m-ular letter ha^ been sent bdt 
to all the heads of the colleges to’^'find out how Vany 8tu4em|» trill b®; 
willing to undeHake the training if it were pix^vided. TBe ‘‘replies to 
this letter have not yet i^ached us. Fitiiii the replies, when received, 
we will be able to ascertain the number of student+i willing to undter** 
take this training. At the present moment we havtt a^ Fniversity 
Corps which is training (>00 students. If we want awtiliH' Corps to 
train another tJOO students, we will have to report the fdct to the (lovem- 
nient of India, and if they furnish funds, we shall make the net'esRary 
arrangements for this training 

Or, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: How long will this take^ 

The Hon’ble NAWAB MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 (“annot say. We will have t(» send our leport to the (Government of 
India on receipt of the replie-^ from the heads of the difteienl ccdleg^r 
the (Government of India will consider the report fn»m all points of 
view, that will take some time, and then if we g»‘t suthcient finance, 
we can undeitake the training. 

Some of my friends have said that tlie Dai'ca 1 niversit\ has been 
iiiu<‘h pampered and the (’ulcutta 1 niversity is not recei\ing as good^ 
treatment fi'oni us as it ought to. My lejdy so far as the (/ah'utta 
University is concerned is that whatever amount is actually necessary 
within the limit of Hs. -1 lakhs for managing their affairs, they will get 
from (Tovernmenl. S<i tar as tl»e Dacca University is concerned, it is 
a new in^titutioll and money has to he spent th<*re for building houses 
(A vok’k; Palatial huildiiigs)— palat ial buildings for students there. 
My friends ought to know that there are d halls in the Dacca University, 
the Dacca Hall, the Jagganatli Hull and the Moslem Hall. The Dacca 
and the Jitgganath HalU weic there before, hut the Moslem Hall was 
not built; the number cd Moslems was very small when it first staited 
and they were ac(*ommodated in one portion of the 1 niversity building. 
Now the number lias increased ami it is very necessary that the 
Muhammadan l>oys should he ac’C’ommodated somewhere. Iheie are 
about l,(MKt Hindu students located in bouses built tor them especially 
by (Goveriinient, and (Government now think that 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Ts the Hon’hle Member in order 
in referring to the ccdlege students as ** boys.’ 

The Hon’bte Nawtb MU8HARRUF H08AIN« Khan Bahadur: 8o 

Government now think that they ought to build another house for 
Moslem students, and -the house is now' being built. Uast year the 
icheme w^as approved by this House and some money w'as provided for 
beginning the work. This year we are asking for more money to carry. 
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on the work ; so if any money is being provided for the Dacca Univer- 
it is for the purpose of completing this house and nothing else. So 
far aa these two Universities are (;oncemed, Government has no parti* 
cu}af 4king for one in preference to the other. (A voice : Question.) 
Government must look on both these institutions with equal favour. 

Then as regards the official isation of the University. I think the 
other day I also spoke about it, and I want to make it perfectly clear 
that so far as the Syndicate is concerned ; out of 15 members, only 5 
are officials and the remaining 10 are non-ofiBcials. So I do not know 
how my friend thinks that the Syndicate has been officialised. This, I 
think, is a sufficient reply to my friend’s remark that Government is 
thinking of officialising the whole University. T make an emphatic 
denial^ to that charge, 

/ 

V Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I tried to listen as carefully as I 
<H>uld to the very rambling speech made by my friend the Hon’ble 
Minister, ^ appealed to you, Sir, the, other day just before you left, to 
provide us^with a copy of speecn"' but evidently you were then 
functu.% officio and therefore T had to ask for the information from other 
people as to what he said, 1 was told that he said “If you keep me 
in office and let me work this Department, I promise a millenium to 
you,” He has referred to sec<»ndary education, primary education, 
military education, the l)a<*ca University, the ('alcutta Universitv. and 
i.aid “If you keep me in office then — 

I will give you health, 

T will give you wealth, 

I will give you gold galore; 

1 will give you heaven, when you die. 

What could T give you more?” 

(.'i-30 P.M^ 

To-day he has also made a reference to different subjects like the 
{grant to the Dacca University and the gnint to the Calcutta University 
and so on. But T want to ask him one question — if he be prepared to 
give a reply to that question — will he tr\' and find out from what date 
the attitude of the Government of India as well as the Government of 
Bengal changed so far as the grant to the Calcutta University ie 
<’oncempd. If he is prepared to bear with me, I shall show him 
definitely that it was after the donations — the princely gifts of Sir 
Taraknath Palit and Sir Bashbehari Ghose to the Calcutta University 
—one of the conditions of those gifts being that the professors appointed 
under those Trusts should be Indians and Indians only; and it is from 
that date that Mr. Sharp, the then Secretary to the Education Depart- 
ment of the Government of India, chan^d his attitude towards the 
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Calcullft University. Sir, the Calcutta University bas now provided 
for teaching in the Post-Graduate Departments as was required of it 
under the Act of 1904, and the person who gave the first impetus to 
the Calcutta University to establish Post-Graduate Chairs was^po less 
than the then Governor General, Ijord Hardinge, wlio in 1912 announced 
the princely contribution of <»5,000 a year. But .'^iuee the year 191 ‘1 
when these bequests were made the attitxuIP of (lovei nineiit changed 
and that attitude has continued ever since. It is usually the case that 
whenever a particular institution get'' a contribution fioin an outsider 
Government contribute to the same extent to keep the inttitution 
going. But in the case of the Calcutta University, ^if l^ mistake not, 
gifts to the amount of 50 or 00 lakhs have been gijen by private 
benefactors but the Governiiient in spite of repeated requests have made 
no capital grants in recent years, although on two occasions they gave 
US a certain amount of money to meet the deficit that occurred on the ^ 
revenue account. I say again that if the Minister instead of promising 
to provide for us primary education as much as we want, secondary 
education more than wc requii’e, would only encjuire what the 
present attitude of the Government towards the Calcutta University is 
due to and rectify it, he will do more justice to the cause of higher 
education in the province than he could otherwise do. I would also 
mention to the meinl>ers of this House that one of the conditions on 
which these bequests were made and which the Calcutta University 
accepted and which the Government by giving their sanction to those 
bequests also accepted, was that the pn)feKHor8 and teachers appointed 
under those Tinists should be provided with laboratories, equipments, etc. 
The Calcutta University is required to provide for these and we have 
no money. As I said the other day, as the person who has got to 
find money for thcvse purposes, for exjuipments and working expenses of 
the upion departments, I am hard ])ressed to find the sources of income 
to meet these necessary demands. 1 say deliberately, that the Govern- 
ment, by turning a deaf ear to the repeated requests, have allowed 
these departments to be starved. If I mistake not retiupsfs bad been 
made, on four different occasions, to provide money for the Science 
College for which both Sir Rashbehari Gh(»sh and Sir Taraknath Palit 
gave munificent bequests, to which no response has yet been made I 
say again that it is no good trying — may I give humble advice to the 
Hon ’hie Minister, if he really wishes to do good to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity — it is no good his trying to justify the contribution to the Dacca 
University because no one complains of it — let the Dacca University 
get as njuch as it gets aud even more — ^hut let the Calcutta University 
also get what it deserve.s and what it desires. ^ would not have been 
prompted to speak at all, but for the speec'b which the Hon'ble Nawah 
Bahadur made to-da^ Jo far as the Calcutta University is concerned^ 
we are under a particular arrangement with the Government which 
lapses in the year 1930. I do not for a moment, as I said last year. 
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admit the jufttideation of the conditions which were imposed upod us 
hy the Government j^uring the discussions of 1926, but since we are 
under certain arrangements with the^ Government, I for one am not 
prepared on behalf of the Univewity to make any direct approach to 
Government at this stage. But as the question of the inadequacy 
*of support to the Calcutta University has been raised I say deliberately 
that it is Ij^^cause the Calcutta University had taken a definite step 
towards — if I may use the term — Tiulianisation of the seivices under 
its control, that the Government of India and the Govemment of Bengal 
have Ranged their attitude. I am not at the present moment 
accusing either the presenl Minister or the previous Ministers because 
1 dcr not believe any one c»f them has any control over tlie policy of 
thseir Departments at all. tliev cannot help the same policy guiding 
the Education- Department as it has done since 191 d, and the poor con- 
tribution which the Calcutta Univei^ity gets to-day is due to the fact 
that the Department of Education has found it difficult to condone 
the practice of the Calcutta University, namely, to restrict its nomina- 
tion to Indians only with regard to the teacherships and professorships 
under the Trust Funds.^ 

The fcdlowing motion was then put and l(»st : — 

^ ** That the demand of Its. 4.09,484 under the head ‘ 81 A. — Edueation 
tTransferied) — Chants to (hdcutta University ’ be reduced by Be. 1 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the foi*egoing 
decision of the C^>uncil : — 

Baliu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 4,09,484 
under the head ‘81A. — Education (Ti aiLsf erred) — Grant to Caloiltt& 
University ’ be redm ed by Ite. 1.” 

The following motions \^ere lalled but not moved: — 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 9,(i9,6(M) under the head ‘ 81A. — Education (Transferred)— Govern- 
ment Art (^)l leges — Pay of offieei's ’ he reduced hy Re. 1. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 9,69,600 
upder the head * 81A. — Education (Transferred) — Grant to Government 
Arts C’olleges — Pay of officers’ he ivduced by Re. 1. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg formally to move 
that the demand of Rs. 40,400 under the head “ 31. — Education 
(Transferred) — Contingencies o# the Pre'iidency (\dlege *’ be reduced by 
Rs. 10,400. 

My intention in moving this motion is to draw tlie attention of tU<^ 
Ilon’ble Minister the fact that the lontiugent expenditure of the 
Presidency (’ollege has been very much increasing of late years, 
although sonte attempt has baen made to decrease it this year apd 1 
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suggesl that some aoik of sealet^ he laid down al to |riint thflaf OPiitin^ 
gent cliarffes should be. With these words I fornii)ly move ihe motion 
standinff in my name. 


Mr. d. H. LINDSAY: 1 may just explain for the benefit of this 
House that the contingencies for the various colleges, except tfee 
Rajshahi and Presidency colleges, appear under four different heads of 
the budget, and so are hidden. They come under the heads of Club 
and Common Room,’* “ pim hase of apparatus.” “ purchase of books ** 
and ” <‘ontract grants. '* I may say that the £rishuagar Collelge gats 
a contingent gi*i\nt of about Rs. 8,000; the Chittagong College 
Rs. 7,000; the Hooghly College a little over Rs. 9,000; the Islamia 
Rs. 9,700; and the Dacca Intermediate College Rs. 10,000. At tlm 
Presidency College most of the suhjec^ts are taken up o^ the H(»nours 
and the M. A. standards and tlierefore contingencies are a much bigger 
item there than anywhere else. 

The Hon’ble the President tlien proceeded to put the motion before 
the House ahd at this stage Khun Rahadur Maulvi Azizul ITaque said; 
** After what has been said by Mr. Tiindsay 1 ask for leave to withdraw 
the motion.” 


Mf. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: On a point of order, la the 
Hon’hle memher in order in hringing this matter when the Presidefit 
wae putting the motion before the HouseP 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 do not think it would he wrong to allow him 
to withdraw tlie motion if he wants to, hut if you object to leave being 
granted to him to <lo so, you can do so instead of rising on a point of 
order. 

Mr. a. M. BEN GUPTA: Sir, I raise objection on the ground that 
once a, motion is put by the l^reeident before the Hr>use, no one will 
be allowed to withdraw it. 


Mr. PREBIDENTf I did not actually put it but siuce you have 
objected T l>Qtter put it to vote as to whether leave should be granted 
to the Khan Bahadur to withdraw his amendment. 

The motion that leave be granted to Khan Bahadur Maulvi AzizttI 
Haque to withdraw' his motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions were called hut not moved : — 

BMHi dITENDRALAL BANNERdiE: Tha< the demand of 
Rs. 12,68,000 under the head ‘ 81A. — Phlucation — University— (Govern- 
ment Arts Colleges ' be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mmilvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ”That the demand of Rs. 12.68,000 
under the head * 31A. — Education (Transferred)-— University — Govern- 
ment Arts Colleges ^ be reduced by Re. L** 
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■abtl MANMAJHiC NATH ROY: That the demand of Be. 4,22,0f)0 
under the head * 31A. — Education (Transferred) — Grants to non- 
Gc verniiw nt Arts Colleges ' be reduced by Re. 1.’^ 

Rtja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipor; 

**^at the demand of Rs. 28,36,000 under the head ‘ 31A. — ^University ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1.** 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: * That the demand uf 
R«. 13^4,000 under the head ‘ 31 B. — Education (Transfened) — Gov- 
eiiiuient Secondary Schools ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.’^ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of R^. 13,14,000 
under the liead ‘ 31B. — Education (Transferred) — Government Second- 
ary Si'hools * be reduced by Re. 1.’* 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 14,25,900 
under the head ‘ 31B. — KdiualioTi (Trm sfern d) — Direc t Grants to non- 
Government Secondary SchooK * be reduced t»y Re. ].*' 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Tbul the demaud of 

Rb, 27.39,000 under the head ‘ 31 B. — Kdiu ntion (Transferred) — Second- 
ary * be feduc.ed by lie. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 22,88,0()0 under tlie head ‘ 31(\ — Education (Tmns- 
ferred) — Grants to local Inidies for iVimarv Kducntbm ’ be reduced bv 
Rb. KMh 

Sir, HO luucdi has been said on this sul»jcct tluii 1 do not think kiny 
epeecli is needed by me specially wlien we are so mucli in short of time. 
The views of the House and of tlu* country arc (piite well known that 
not much has been spent on primary education, I regret to note that 
la^t yeai* everything which was sanctioned was not even given to the 
local institutions. .Sir, I was looking after the figures of the number of « 
schools and the latest figures available are as follows: — 


Middle schooK ... \ 2,675 

Upper primal y 2,664 

I.ower ])rimaiy ... ... ft.36 

Tudustrial 7 


and all these schools are being maintained by the District Boards. 
TiCaving nsidawtlie question of higher education and middle education, 
[ find under the head primary education which directly concerns 
this motion as much as 3,600 institutions are being diractly maintained 
by local bodies with an additional 38,000 primary sebook aided by the 
District Boards. Whether the amount of money budgeted is auificieni 
ifi a matter for the determination of this House. I consider it is rather 
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too snitM for primary education purposes and tlie vorsi^still tkat. every- 
thing which is granted for the purpose is not spent dr granted to local 
institutions. With the words I move the motion,^ 

^ aato AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE moved that the demand of 
Ks. 22,88,000 under the bead ‘ 31C. — Education (Transferred) — Primary 
— Grants to lioea! Bodies for Prinmiy Education ’ be reduced by Rs. 6.*' 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as follows: — 

** The intention of my moving this is to point out that tin* amount 
allotted for primary education is very insufficient, it should be increased 
ten times if possible. The village school masters are so poorly paid 
that their income is half or in some cases one third of the standard 
income of a day lalmurer. They get 7, 8, or say 15 rupees in special 
cases per month ; on this small salary no good man is available but these 
people are eopstiitcting the foundation of our nation. It is a fact that 
there is mt existences of the J*aihmla oi Mahtah$ in the village but the 
grant is paid 4o the teachers at the rec-ommendation of the school Sub- 
Inspectoi-s. T can cite many concrete examples of the facts stated almve. 
In one case (the iijyne and address may be supplied if rec^uired by the 
authority) a Vice-Chairman of a liocal Board went to a village in our 
subdivision where one Pnfhsala, one ^fakfnh and n girl school were 
noted in the official papers to have been in existence, hut he could 
not trace the Vathsnla and girl school — but fortunately met with 
a maulvi who introduced hims(df to be the tom her of n Maktah — and 
after half an hour he could procure 3 students, namely, his one son, 
one nephew and his cow hoy and none else, hut the Vice-Chairman on 
his return to his headquarters received three hills for these three 
schools from the school Suh-Tnspector for payment of grant. 

3-46 p.M. 

The motion *of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azissul Haque was then put 
and lost. 

The motion pf Babu Amarendra Nath Ghosc was then put and lost. 

The motion th&t a inm of Bs. 1,16,33,000 as amended in Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head 31. — Education (Trans- 
feri^d) ” was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 

0«y, Mr. a. a. 

OrunrniMHl, Mr* 4 , Q. 

Oiftt, Mr. Q. t. 
ttlieM, Mr. M. 0. 

QilHa, Mr. P. N. 

Ntmiil, KliM MAMlur MmIvI Aslitil. 
HMifi, th* Nen*bii NawaO MutlMiraf, 
KIhui Eaa aiar . 


NK e. a. 

Maaivi tcaMmaaifi. 
■a. 4. P. 

MMMlIi, |ir. A. V 
ima a iAurl , Haa*M« 
•yyiA^yania aii, 

Mmh, Mr. M. X. , 


mk Ml 
•akalyr, 


radur 

at 
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HIMII BftHMiifr Maulvi Cfcmmyl. 
laniM, Mr. ^ 

UndMy* Mr. Ml 
LuM, Mr. Nf B. 

MMtfonaldt M^ A. 

MBfuiro, Mr. t: T. ^ 

Marr, th§ Hofi'toM Mr A. 

Mtplutki*. Mr. E. T. ^ 

Mlhtr, tht Hon'biB tir Bro¥«ib Ohutidar. 
Maborly, tM Hon'bit Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar frit Chandra.. 
Ntlson, Mr. W. H. 
arontioo, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Maulwi lhamtur. 

Rauf, Mautvi tyod Abdur. 


Ray, JtadHi Nagondra Narayaa. 

Ray, tho Han’blo Maii«n|a Miadair 
Kthaanith Chandra, df UMia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Miw K. 0. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr« Bijoy Prasad tlngii. 

•asRlO, Mr. P. A. 

Barhor, Rai iahib Rsbati Moluni. ^ 
•on, Mr. tatish Chandra. j. 

•inha, Ra|a Bahadur Bhupondr^ Narayan. 

of MashlpHr. * .. 

Sktnnor, Mr. t. A. ^ - 

Tati, Major RiiRi a l OadfrtjrJ 
Thompson, Mr. W. N. 

Trawsrs, Mr« W. L* 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. M. 


NOEt. 


Afsdl, Maulvl tysd Muhammad. 

^ Ahamad, MBBIot AHaiBlMln. 

AtiquMah, Mr. Byod Hd. 

Bagsl^ Babu Romss Chandra. 

BansilW, Or. PramalhaliA||k 
Bansrjss, labu Promotha^Rath. 

Basu, Babu'^Bati ioklihr. 
dMid. »MMti^i||lfy JCriihnd,^, 

ROM. "'lifer- %. ^ 

Bosi, Mi!».^ubhai ^handra. 

Chakraburtty, Babu latindra Nath. 
Chattsriss, »rlHft Bijay Kumar. 
OhahdtaH, Ra{ Hartndranath. 

Choudhury, Maulvl Rhorsliid Alam. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

^armiui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Ohoss,' Bhbu Auiaiiandra Nath. 

Ohoah llidnk, Bhbu latysndra Ohdhdra. 
Gupta, Mr. JoBosh Chandra. 

HoBut» Efhdadul. 


Kprim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan. Khan Sahib Maulwi Muamun All. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahnuim 
Haiti, Babu Mahsnfera Na^ 

Mukorjta, Srijut tarakaath^ 

Naskor, Babu Horn Chandra." 

Poddar, ilr.|Ananda Mohan. 

Rahmap, Mioivi Azizuiv 
Rahman, Mr. A. Ri M. Abdur*. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosamia Dab. 

Ray, Babu Radha Gobipia. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankSBlr. 

Roy, Babu Manauitha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan ChanGHir ^ 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kirin Bankar. 
tarksr, Babu Mhliniranian. . 

•on, SPiJut Nagsndra Nath. 

•in Gupta, Mr. I. M. • 

•olalihan, Mautvi Muhammig^ 


The Ayes Ix ing 43, and tha Noes 40 tlie motion was camad. 1 

* time-limit under tlie head ** 3L — *^ducitid;p 

having been reached the following motions were not 

iBGbit AlCfWlii^ Afl®fl A OATTA* !* Th^ thcp.^d^lMfis^^^of 
RbT 2^,09,000 under the head ‘ 3ir.— 
mafy ’ he reduced by 1.” 


Mr. 8YED MD. ATIQOLLAH: That the vlemdRd oi JK. ^ 
under the heftd ^ 8lC.— Edtioation tXxKnal^riwdWPmnary 
byRe. 1.”. . 4. w X . 

Bs. 27,0fc00d'«hder thSliee^ fTWuffArrpdV^MlRinr 

be reduced Ijj^ ]|b. 
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m 


TAMIZUODIN miANj “ That the demiMi4 oiBa. 27,09,^00 
tinder thtrlead-** '^IC. — Education tTraneterred) — Priniar» ’ be reduced 

Kh«i Bahadur Mauivi AZIlUL HAQM: “ That the demand,: of 
2,*K)|tK)0 under the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transferred) — Direct 
grairte. fp non-lJovernttient special schools — llecurrinir grants to 
Madraswis ' Ife rediK^d bj Es. 100/* 

MiUlvi 8YSII ABQilR RAUF: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 
^iinder the hehd ‘ 81D.^Education (Transferred) — Direct grants to non- 
Government special schools — Recurring grants to MadrnssilH'^ be reduced 
by Re. 1.'* 

n* * 

Bl^ JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ^That the demand of 

Rs. 3,44,000 under the head ‘ 31D. — Education — IMrect g^'ants to non; 

Governmeh^ special schools' he reduced hv Re. 1.” 

, ★ 

* % 

Khan Bahadur Mai^vi^AZlZUL HAQUE: “^hat the demand of 
Rs. 49,900 under the head ‘ 31E. — Education (Trans{pr|4^p4)tlMrr 
items/ he reduced by Rs. 25,200.*' 

KhaN^ahulur Mauiwi AZIZVL HAQUE: “Thnt the dcnilntl of 

R«. under the bend ‘ 31. — E«hi('atioii (Transferred) ’ ke 

reduced by Rs. 3,000/’ * 


32.~-Madieai. 

MINISTER in Ohatga of OEPARTMBNT Of LOOAt, 
OOVfRNMENT (MfOICAL) (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chuwlor 

^4111 ihe recoul inundation of His Excellency the (>ov»^r|p(ir I 
trauiir 01 Rs. 48,91,000 l>e granted for expenditure utider Cfie 
EeadV* 3SCr»^cdic<il.*’ Hon’hle members of this House are no doubt 
.awfrf^^at I joined Government after the, time for putting in depty t^ 
nrffeul^lbuj^^ts.wSs oV#. X afraid, therefore, T cailnot claim Ci^dit 
f<lfI4phis bui^gdl. ,(AccSh’dnig to convenfion I had to adopt this budget 
Al|^.]i|ive to ]da<# it before ymi *dr your approYttl. The Bengal Finan- 
(tbn R^d hodk) for 1928-20 has tied to you the nature 

of Jhr^eiiutfds. It -4s thwfore not necessary for ‘me to repeat what 
lioticll that the budjgid on tb|[ whole shows an 
AiiiBrei|iie^fgicp^di^pi' of 8,04?)0(tpii the f know mftU' 

' ^ are in|are(ited in iBie 

of pedii^t wicabiQ^ tfiirfijlitU IsicbooW There is 

* M.QIIO f:r,^V* MwycftljJkhocl a rtbn- 

llkemfiion. ^IfTiis S^l in lUi# course in w»lvei becurriQg grant 
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of Ms, 20,00Q a j^ear to this institute. There is also a pTOvisJon of 
JBfl. 1,20,000 for improveraent of Hospitals in connection with new 
medical schools. A i^ovision of Rs. 1,50,000 has also been made in the 
Public Wprlrs budget construction of the schools themselves. 

, There is also a provision i>f Rs. 16,000 for re-building the Netrokona^ 
hosjpital. 

I notice with pleasure that there is no motion for any reduction of 
these grants but there are certain token cuts the object of which is no 
doubt to draw the attention of the Government to the position which 
will be explained by the movers. I may promise in advance that I 
shall listen to the remarks of the movers of the tokin cuts and shall try 
to profit by them. 

I ifould conclude by saying that I trust that the financial position 
of this pwiyince will improve to such an extent that if I have the privi- 
lege of presenting this budget next year I shall be able to present a 
budget which^ill improve the provision for medical relief and medical 
administratir)n in this province. 

m 

4 r.u. 

Bnbu MALI N I RAN JAN SARKERs In the absence of Dr. Rumud 
Sankar Ray I. beg to move that the demand of Rs. 0,19,000 under the 
head — Medical Establishment*^ be reduced by Re. 1. ^ 

Sir, in moving this cut my object is to criticise the ( omrtitution and 
Itatus of the Indian Medical Service. So far os their personal budget 
IS concerned these men have been made untouchable by the Govern- 
ment of India Act. I am, therefore, moving this motion fpr cut in 
order to afford an opportunity for the Council to enter its emphatic 
protest against the policy of the Government towards this seiwice. I 
raised the same question during the last budget session but like many 
other demands it proved futile. 

Let us first look into the question of the need tor such' a service. 
The I^e Commission has said that it “ has been the chief agent in 
spreading througluMit India by means of collegiate and hospit^ teaching 
and by personiU example. Western ideas of medicine, aitrg#ry and 
sanitation.*’ Sir, fRat is a fay wider question into which I have neither 
the desire nor the competency to enter— the question of Jow far Ihe 
Indians themselves really required the spread Western ideas of melimne, " 
Granting that they iflid, can any one deny that those ideas 
been placed on a sufficiently strong-footing, that there are thousands pf 
Indian medical graduates who can carry out this task more efficiently 
and more ohenply than any body of expefte from abroad^ €t is apt 
necessary for to mention the numerous. Indians who have Von dis- 
tinctions in varimis branches of medical sciennsl and who can ilus be 
trusted with the progi^sss of Western medical science as iafd^4l 
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more a0 than these “ untouchables *’ of oxu* public servic^. In India* 
for good or for evil, the Western medical system has come to stay. 
There are large masses of the public who liave conie to believe 
that it has some valuable contributions to make. ' riiere are 
large numbers of medical men who practice the system and 
at the seme time can impart its .knowledge posterity. It <‘an no 
longer i>e contended that unless the I. M. S. men are imported from 
abroad the Indian masses will fall a prey to the amateurish practices 
of native quacks. Every capable Indian medical man enjoys a good 
practice and the foreigner in this profession is clearlv an “ unwanted 
thing.’’ 

Sir, this my sound strange in the ears of those who are ac'custqmed 
to regard the British element as indispensable in the services. When 
the I>ee Commission went into the question of reorganising the Harvieen 
they laid stress, not on the needs of the Indian civil )>opulujion but on 
that of the Britisher in India for treatment by men of his own race. 
Sir, this Government and their agents have not always been bIm»v^ 
trotting out false and insim ere considerations of pop\ilar good for justi- 
fying their selfish acts. Is it not significant, therefore, that ih tbjs 
case they have shifted their ground to the needs Af the British popjplafioii 
in India? Again the same (^)lnmission has given jirominent considera- 
tion ta the fact that the I. M. S. man can no longer look to u }»rivate 
practice as a sure and unfailing source of additional income. What 
does this mean except that the Indians havi* amongst them men of sueff ^ 
outstanding merit that the foreigner can get no more than what the 
Government lelying on its irresponsible powers could give them every 
month? 8ii’, I have said enougli to show we have outgrown the need, 
if we ever had any, for the British medical offi(‘er in India. 'Phe Indian 
Medical Service thus fails to satisfy the first necessary condition — that 
lof real need for its seivice. 

Sir, the second consiileration is tliat a service to be worthy of its 
name must be subservient to its masters. The very small measure of 
.self-government which was accorded to tlii.s l•ountrv has proved 
oluioxiou^r to these men and the avowed fibjeci of the Bee ConquiMU>fi 
was to save them from the practical < (inseqiicnces <»f this const itutfoned 
<hange. ^ 

The Hoirble Minister W'ho is in charge of this I)epartiri(*nt is suppos- 
ed to control these offi<*ers, to make them discharge such duties and in 
such ^ manner as the representatives of the |>eople want them to do. T 
do nobd^now if Sir Provash is candid enough to declare himself impotent^ 
in thi« respect. But let me point oOt that he has no control over the 
essential conditions of successful aditiinistration — the pcnorine/ of the 
service, its salai-y, its preferment and emoluments. These men are 
imposed upon the Minister from M'ithout and may continue in their - 
poaitibn in spite of his protests and opposition. This incongruous situa- 
tion is not, certainly, conducive either to th^ effieienc‘y of inedictfl 
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department or to the growth of responsible Government in the province. 
Constitutionally speaking, the existence of the Indian Medical Service 
with its present status and piivileges is a serious stumbling bloc^k in 
the way of ministerial responsibility and provincial autonomy. 

It is also nt»tewortby^1f1iat the Ministers are not without their share 
of the blame. Though it is true that they are bound by the orders of 
the Secretary of State, yet it is also true that even w’here any compara- 
tive freedom of action has been granted to them they have signally 
failed to utilise it in the true interests of the country. The lice Com- 
mission suggested some reduction in the strength of the Indian Medical 
Service and recommended that some of the station filled i)y I. M. S. 
officers might be thrown open to the members of the general medical 
profession. I'he Secretary of State accepted the i ecommendation and 
the provincial (iovernment was <luly informed that some particular 
posts might henceforward cease to be the monopoly of the Indian 
Medical Service?. 

1 ask, Sir, what has been the ultimate development of the matter? 
So far as we know, tht posts are still the monopf)ly of the Indian Medical 
Servi(*ef ^Fhe members of tin* medical prof(*ssion who do not belong 
to this charmed cirole are shut out from them. 1 the Calcutta Medical 
College, again we remember, Sir, some reforiris were initiated at the 
instance of the late Sir Surendra Xath Banerjea. Btit during the days 
when diarchy was suspended in this province and during the short 
period of Mr. Chakravarti’s ineffective ministry, the hand> of the clock 
W'ere set hack and tin* Indian Medi<*al Service was again invested wdth 
its (dd monopoly. 

- It is only too evident. Sir. that the Ministei is m»t able to make a 
stand against the powerful interests of the Indian Medical Service, even 
though he be supported by the c»)nsent of the Secretary of State and 
the Government of India. It is understood that the Government of 
ludia have reduced BengaTs share of the Indian Afedieal Service to 
sew^<*en. But instead of the four professorships «)f the Calcutta 
Me<Scnl College which in that cast* could go to the Indian Medical 
Service there are at present 17 on the Medical Colbge list. Of the 
twenty important posts in the Medical College there are only three non- 
T. M S. profes.sors. The position, to put it shortly, is just the reverse 
of^what it should he. And another matter which I should not miss this 
hpportunity of bringing to the notice of the Council is that even the 
militfiTy Aisistant Surgeon^ of the Indian Medicjil Department ^lass 
are being appointed to such responsible posts as the Superintendent ofr 
the Medical Schools. Apart fix)m the obvious injustice to those who 
must have Wen" overlooked this is a serious affront to the medical pro- 
fession and I should so much appre<‘iate the Minister explaining this 
unusual development. 
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And what is the result? The sense of prestige and possession has 
been hardened and Barnadoes rule wheiv Indians of far gi'eater ability 
have been kept out. Sir, I wonder with what feelings the Government 
regard the disclosures of the Medical College case? For it has l)een a 
favourite point with them that the British ^lenient is indispH^nsable 
if high standards of ethc ieiicv and integrity aiv to he preserved. 1 can 
understand the perversity which indu<‘es (h)verniin*nt to persist in this 
course of action. But I cannot understand how the Ministers c’an con- 
tinue to overlook siicli a standing disgra<‘e tc» our national self-resj»e<'t. 
T must again request this House to hear in mind that, in this instance 
even the Fee Commission has not had the eilVontery to suggest that 
the British memhers of the Indian Medical Service are indispensahle 
foi the medical <‘are of the Indian pc*ople. 1'he needs of the British 
population have icvowedly been tlie primary consichuation and this 
avowel has possibly .sounded so curious i*ven to tlieir own ears that in 
some responsible ciuarteis tlie odium of insisting on British medical 
attendance is shifted to the sliouldeis ot the wives ot the British otticers. 
It is unnecessary for me to diiect my c riticism against a point which 
has been advanced with such evident h<“'itation and diffidence. Sir, we 
should beyond a doubt have had nothing to say if the pay of these 
officers were found from tlie contributions of the white m(*n and women 
for whose service they are mainly intended. But when that condition 
is not fulfilled, is it not an elementary duty that e owe to our own 
people to express oiii disapprobaticui b\ passing this cut ? 


Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I rise to point out to the hoirble 
membei-8 of this House the utter want of sympathy of the Government 
towards the indigenous systems of medicine pievailing in this counti-y^ 
namely. Ayurvedic and rnani. We speak of the Indianisation of the 
services and so forth, but before we can Tndianise our own inindN 
what is the good of Indianising the services. These Indian Ministers 
do not realise in their heait of hearts the efficacy of the indigenouH^^ 
drugs which are administered according to the Ayur\’edi<' and ^^tJbe 
Vnani system'*. Then, Sii. there is antipathv and uttier wati? ef' 
sympathy towards the Homeopathic .system of medicine. If the 
medi(*al service has to be run In the taxes levied on the peojile, then 
surely it is not ecjui table or pn>per to run the medical* service 0*11 
purely Allopathic system. 1 ask the Hon*ble Minister viimt he hak 
done to popularise the Indian sy.stem of medicine, whether A\urv(*ditf' 
or ITuani. or whethei he has done anything to introduce the Homeo- 
pathic system for the benefit of those w1m> like such birm of HFnWif merit. 
Why should the Allopathic- system get the entire patronage of Govern- 
ment P Then. Sir, I would like to draw attention to ' the nnomaloin* 
position of certain eminent Indian physicians, I mean klfvirajes and 
hakims. Government have been pleased to confer the titles of Maha- 
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mohopadhya and Baidyaratna upon certain kavirajes. Their merit is 
recognised by Government by the conferment of titles and over and 
above this the Mahamohopadhyas get an annuity of Rs. KM). The 
title of Shifa-ul-Mulk is conferred upon eminent hakims. But 
whenever a Government servant has got to apply for leave, he must 
produce with his application a certificate from an Allopathic doctor, 
and a certificate from Mahamohopadhya or a Shifa-ul-Mulk will be of 
no avail to him. W by put them to these insults when you are not 
going to recognise them. The efficacy of these drugs has been publicly 
recognised by Government more than once, specially the Homeopathic 
medicine and the Ayurvedic medicine, in the Jail DepaHment, where 
it is said that the efficai’v of these tieatinents ha.s been found to be more 
potent, in such cases as dysentery and dianlnea, than the Allopathic 
treatment. Still we find the Government not taking any interest what- 
soever in these systems of treatments. T"p till now Government have 
not set up any department or appoiiited any officer to test the efficacy 
ot these indigenous drugs nr their comparative merits and demerits 
in relation toother drugs. It is time that the popular Minister .should 
do something to recognise these indigenous foiins of treatments. 


4-15 P.M. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask one (|uestion? 
It is this: wliethei it is a fact that the Lee (’ommissioii suggesteil 
that its re(‘ommeudations should be considered as a whole and not be 
taken piecemeal!'' How’ many of the.se reiommendations in (‘onnection 
with the Indian Medi(*al Service have been turned down by the 
Secretary of State for India!'' And what protest, if any, has been 
lotfged by the Minister in charge of the Department against the non- 
acceptance of those recommendations of the Lee (^)mmission 


Df« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* May 1 ask one more question, 
and that is whether the Hon'ble Minister can give us an ari.swer why 
nud how far Bengal bus lagged behind in giving effect to the reconi- 
fnendatioiis at the Tice {commission, as (omj>ai*ed with the other Pro- 
vinces, c.//., Madras, Bombay, Allahabad, etc., and whether it is a 
fact that while in those provinces high posts like the Piim-ipal of the 
Medical College have been given to Indians, and that while practically 
all the posts that were recommended by the Lee Commission to lie 
given to the indigenous members of the services have Wn given to 
them, it has not been so in Bengal. 

Dp, KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: I only wish to say a few words on 
the motion which was moved in my temporary absence by Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Barker. I only want to ask the Hon’ble Minister to let us 
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kuow the priufiple and the manner in whirh the I. M. S, Civil Surgeons 
have been posted. In my district for several years the duties of the 
Civil Surgeon ui-e now being performed by otficers of the I. M. D,^ 
these posts used to l)e held by officei-s of the I. M. 8. formerly. Manj^* 
members of this House probably do not know what the 1. M. D. means^ 
It means an officer of the Indian Medical Department, and by that 
it means an offi<‘ei- of tl»e Military Siib-Assi slant Surgeon (‘lass; their 
<|Ualifi(*ation is not recognised by the Hrilish Medical (\mncil. The Lee 
Commission lias lecommended the reservation of certain I. M. S. 
posts for districts. In the caM* of Hurdwan the Civil Surgeon is an 
I. M. 1). man, and lie is not onl\ asked to do the work as of!i(‘inting 
Civil Surgeon of Ibirdwan where there sh(»uld be an I. M. S. officer, 
but he is also the Sujierintendenf of the Hindwan Medi(‘al School. 
So far as the atipointinent of I. M. 1).'^ as Civil Suigiums is concerned, 
it is bad enough but when (rovernnient appoint 1. M. D.’s as Superin- 
tendents (jf teaching medical scliools. 1 must enter my strongt'st jirotest. 

The second point is about the recommendations of tin* I^ee (’ommis- 
sicui with legaid to the I. M. S. men in the Medical ('ol](‘gc. Many 
L M. S. officers are being bmught into (^abuitta so that in tb(‘ mufassal 
Civil Suigeoncies have to be tilled bv 1. M. 1). offiiers and in the 
district where there are some Kuropeaiis with their wives and families 
there aie no Lurnpt'an I. M. S. offieeVs which was the rea'^on put 
forvuird toi leserving ceitiin Kuropean I. M. S. in the distiicts by 
the liCe Commission. In (’alcutta tluue ar<* many Kuro])ean non- 

I. S. doctoi’s and their seivic(*s ran be re(|Uisition(*d by the Linopi'an 
st‘<‘tioii (it the community in (’alcutta, wheieas in the mufassal there 
is no tjualified Kurot>eaii doctoi outside I M. S. and the Kniop(*an 
element in the di>tiicl sutteis. 

1'he l/ee (’ommission have only lecomniembMl that 4 posts in the 
Medical College should be filled by I. M, S. ollicius, namely, tlie Cro- 
ft'ssoi ()t Suigeiy. the Pioie-isoi' of Midwifery, the I*i of essor of Medicine, 
and th(* Professoi of Ihitlndogv, but tbeic aie at prcscuit only noiiw 
I. M. S. oflicers out of the 20 in the ^fedical ('ollege. I would ask 

whether it is fail to treat ih<’ recommendations of the L(*(* ('omniission 

HI this manner. Is thi^ a forerunner of the manner in wdiich tbe 

Simon (Commissions i(‘commendatioiis will be treated? The recom- 
mendations of the lice ('ommission with regard to one puificular srrvice 
are treated with scant courtesy. I hope that the far-r(‘acli ing recom- 
mendations of the Simon ('ommission which are being held out before 
us, will not deceive any liody. The posts in the Medical ('ollege which 
are at pres«Mit filled by T. M. S. officers can be filled up by private 
practitioners, or from the Provincial service; some of these private* 
practitioners have already gained renown, and some of them are running 
a similar institution affiliated to the ('alcutla Ciiiversity with a 
equality brilliant results, and there have l>een no defalcations or mis- 
management as in the Medical College in that institution as yet. 
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These are the few points which I wanted to mention, and I hope 
the Hon’lde Minister will take a note of these remarks and let us have 
a reply. 

(At 4-20 P.V1. the (’oiincil was adjourned and it reasHemhled at 
4-30 p.M.) 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The difticulty 
1 feel in sjieakin^^ on a motion of this rhaiactei is the variety of subjects 
introduced, some of them intrr)du<ed without any notice. We tried 
to ascertain what were the points on which some of the speakers 
would tnucli, and although we ^ot infoiniati<»n with le^ard to some 
of them, with regard to this motion we could get no inff»rmation at all. 
Hut I shall try to meet the arguments of the members. 

I will fiist of all dispose r»f Habu Nagendia Nalh Sen’s request 
about tlie Ayurvedic systein. Lcmg before I «‘ame in, at the time of 
the late Sir Surendranath Hanerjea, n (h)mmittee was appointed; 
that (h)mniittee put in a leport : since then another informal (’ommittee 
was ap[ioinled and I have the report of tliat (’ommittee befoie me. 
In answer to a (jiiestion put befoie in tliis House, T stated that T pro- 
posed to take uf» thi^ question on its own merits, and on the re(*om- 
ineiidation of the lepoit" of tlmse committee'^, aftei the budget session. 
It would s(*ive no useful purpose it I had gone into this matter as soon 
as I assumed offiie, beeause it i» peitectls well known that the time 
for jiuttiiig in demands expired in Septembei. and I assumed office 
in October. I have explained this before. 

As regards the (|uestion of the status of the Indian Medical Service, 
the mcnibcis who addrcssctl the House on that (|uestion know \ery well 
that that is mil a nrittci in which we Ministcis, or e\eii the Provincial 
Government ha\c a fice hand, 'I’hev know \a'i\ well that under 
the dir'. tion of tin* S(»cietaM (d State, certain jioweis ate leserved to 
tin* S<*cretaiv of State and the local tb)\cinnient .ind the Ministers 
udministet them, ami I car. a^suie the HoU'-t that in the matter of ■ 
administi at ion. I shall see that justice is done and above all I shall 
plact* the t(*st of efficiency above everything else. During tin* few* 
W'eeks that I have been in office, in spite of the interruptions of my 
friends on the left and right, and though 1 have vtuv little time to 
<levote to administiation, yet I have tried to fidloyv the rule of efficiency 
and to see that the justice is d<»ne to T. M. S. and non-T. M. S. men and to 
see that an I. M. S. man should not suiVer because he is an I. M. S. man, 
and a non-l.M.S. man should not suffer because he is a non-I. M. S. 
man. That has been my policy in the past, and that will l)e my 
policy in the futuie, and the House yvill no doubt appreiuatt^ my 

actions. 

Dr. Hidhan riiandra Boy has asked how it is that Bengal has 
lagged behind in the matter of the employment of noii-I. M. S. men, 
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whereas other provinces have advanced. 1 think Dr. Roy and his 
friends can answer that question l>etter than I can. In Madras there 
have been Ministers who have been sup|H)rted by patriotic parties; so 
naturally they have been able to advance the cause of Indians. In 
Bengal there have not been Ministers, and perhaps that is one I'eason 
why in Bengal the T.ce 0<»inniission’s re< (»ininendations on points 
favourable to Indians have not been given that effect which in the 
other sister j)rovin(‘es they have liad. But 1 do not want to be hard 
on iny friends in spite of the attitiole they have taken uj), as 1 have 
enough confidence in iny Iriends to the left, the British group, who, 
se long as 1 d(J iiiy best, will give me tlieii siip]>()rt 

Dr. Kiiniud Sankar Rav has referred to the number of Civil Sur- 
geomdcs held by I.M.S. and non-l.M.S. men. If 1 had had notice 
that this (|uestion would la* raised, I would have dealt with it more 
adeejuately. but sj)ealvinir li’orn memory, and with the assistance f>f the 
Secretary. I can ^ay that there are ab'nit 2S Civil Surgeons, out of 
which only at tlie prt*sent moment are held by 1. M. S. otlicers, so 
that at the ])ieM‘nt moment about t>(> per cent aie held by non-I. M. R. 
men. 


4-40 r.M. 

In these luatteis 1 ^^ould again lepeat that the (juestion is not one 
of I.M.S, oi non-l.M.S. men, the question is one of efficiency and 
subject to etliciency Indians ought to have their chanci‘ — a far better 
<hance as the count i\ is their own — in the stuvice. Apjilying that 
standard it will 1 m^ found that o\it of afqxdnt ments (('ivil Sur- 
geoncies) onlv b aie held b\ I.M.S. men — and some of them are 

Indian^ and although 1 do not take any <-redit nor am 1 responsible 

for this as it hapjiened before my time — 1 do md really think that 
it IS a position about which theie <an be an\ complaint. 

i have said intormallv times witlmut number and T Na\ this 
publicly to-da>— -let m\ friends to the right go against the ^fiiiisterH 
and theii- salaries, but as leganls d;i\ to day woik let them appoint 
a committee of five and it shall bi* my endea\our to discuss all these 
questions with them. 1 may not agtee with all that th«*y would 
8ay but I promise to (‘onsi<ler all the suggestions put forward by aucli 
a <‘onnui*ltee and I shall always consult them not only with regard to 
Medical but also with regard to other department.s as well and I make 
the same offer to every other group in this House. As the Rw’arajtst 
group is the largest in the TTouse I ask them not to indulge in the 
I'astinie of Minister-baiting but to help the Minister as patiiols and 
as belonging to the patriotic party. 

Sir, as regards this token out I say further that I shall c'arefully 
consider this question wdieii the time comes for ' me to frame my first 
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budget, and anything reaaonable which has been put forward it will 
be my endeavour to consider it at that time. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Sir, may I ask a 

queHlioii to the Hon ’hie Minister? I put one specific question to him 
for replying, viz., how far the rect^nmendations of the Lee Commis- 
sion have been turned down by the Secretary of State so far as the 
reconiniendations relate to the 1. M. S, and the Medical Service and 
if this is the case what step.s the Minisfei has taken to make the Secre- 
tary of State revise his decision. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 thought 1 
had replied generally to all these. Hut 1 liave no f)bjef tion to reply- 
ing to this (juestion specifically. Since I took over charge a few 
weeks ago iny time has been taken up so much by the (d)structive 
tactics of my friends that J lune found no time to apply myself to 
this (|uestion, Furthei' 1 may say that no g(»od purpose will be 
served by any change^ that 1 thought of introducing as that would 
have necessitated a change in the budg(‘t. 1 have explained several 
times that I could not intioduce an> thing new in the budget after I 
took ovei charge. Hut I prconise this that lHdoi(‘ the next year’s 
budget is framed T .sliall gr> into this matt(*r veiy (aiefully and 
although ni.\ tiiends t(» tlie light ma> ^o on u ith th(‘ii play of 
Minister baiting, I sliall do my (hits to ni\ (ountiy and to my c(»m- 
munity. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN; (hi a point (d inionnai ion, Sir? 
May r en(|uiie of tlie Ilon’ble Ministei under what sectifin oi tin* Act 
or Itule tliis (ommittee of five that he has piopo>(‘d i'. to Im* appointed 
nn<r what will be the statutory poweiv. duties and responsibilities of 
that committ(‘e. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I nder the 
rules of common s<*nse. undei the rule of tlecmicy and under the lule 
of service to the countiy and the community. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Ma\ I ask uixlei what rules 
of common sense and decency c«»nimittees which have already been 
appointed by this Hous(> have not been consulted ade<|uately in the 
mutter of medical department and education? 

The Hofi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Since I have 
accepted office I have made it a point to (all these committees. Even 
this morning I culled u meeting of the committee but none of the 
Swaraj memliers turned up nor any other non-official members. 
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The motion that the of Rh. 6,19,000 under the head 

“ ;32A. — Medical Establishment ” be re<luced by Re. 1 was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AlMiiuuii Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Atfdunah, Mr. tyad Md. 

Bagthi, Babu Romm Chandra. 

Banorjoa, Or. Framathanath. 

Banorloo, Babu Fromotha Nath. 

Batu, Babu Sasi Bokhar. 

Bom, Babu Bojoy Kriohna. 

Bom, Mr. Subhao Chandra. 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
ChattorjM. triJut Btjay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumgr. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

OhoM, Babu Amarondra Nath. 

Ohoih Maulik, Babu Satyonira CHandra. 
Oupta, Mr. Jogmh Chandra. 

Hoquo, Kaii Emdadui. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muzxam Alt. 


Maiti, Babu Mahondra Nath. 
Mukorjoa, Srijut Taraknath. 
Natkor, Babu Horn Chandra. 
Foddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamtur. 

Raikat, Mr. Frooanna Dob. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syod Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Radha Oobinda. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sanyal, Babu Saehindra Narayan. 
Sarkor, Babu Natiniranjan. 

Sen, Srijut Nagondra Nath. 

Son Oupta, Mr. J. M. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

CaiMlU, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tht Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanban. 

Day, Mr. Q. Q. 

Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. 

Eddit, Mr. A. MeD. 

OhoM, Mr. M. C. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haquo, Khan Bahadur^ Maulvi Aziiul. 
Hotain, the Hon'ble Nawab Mueharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Huetain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luke, Mr. N. R. 

MaoBoan, Mr. J. A. 

Maodonald, Mr. A. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr. the Hon’ble Mr. A. 


MoClutkie, Mr. E. T. 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Frovash Chunder. 
Moberly, the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srie Chandra. 
Nolr.on, Mr. W. H. 

Phelps, Mr. Trevor J. 

Prentiee, Mr. vy. D. R, 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 

Kshaunish Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Saohte, Mr. F. A. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad. 
Barker, Rai Sahib Rebsti Mohan. 

Son, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayanr 
of Nashipur. 

Tate, Major'Qeneral Godfrey. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The xVyes hein’g .‘18 and tlie Noes 49 the iiioHoii was lost. 


Or. KUMUD SANKAR ROY: I move tlie .leiiiunt) of 
Ks. ,5(K) under the head “ 32J1. — HospitaN and dispenHarie>< ** 

lie reduced hy Re. 1. 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is to draw the attention 
of this Houne to two important probleinn which face the public of 
this prtivince. The first is the liegger problem which interests the 
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public of Calcutta more particularly and the second is the tuberci^losis 
problem. These are two important points to which I should like to 
draw particular utteiitioii of the members of this House. Every one 
of us in Calcutta is aware of the j^eat difficulty in the hospitals to admit 
a large number of patients and fo keej) them for a very long time 
because some of the patients are so po()r that even when they are partly 
cured or in some cases wlien there is iu> chance of ever being cured 
they have to be kept for a long time in the hospital. The result is 
that urgent and acute cases cannot always be admitted. 'Fo renmve 
this evil, different provinces in India, particulai ly llombay and 
Colombo, have passed a \agiancy Act and at the same time have made 
spec ial j»rovision foj- the acc cnnmodation and housitjg of these diseased 
beggars as well as “ wcuk hou<<e> ” for able-bodied beggars. In 
Colomlm this matter was tiiken uj) in right earnesjF as early as 
In Bengal Mendicancy (Vnnmittee was formed at the instance of the 
Legislative (^)uncil in 1918 and it may he knccwn to some members of 
this House that this Committee went into the whole matter and recom- 
mended to the (iovernment to o[)en an institute foi the lesidence of 
'diseased beggars suflering from incurable diseases. They 
further reccmnnended tluit the c'xistence and the maintenance and the 
financirjg ot an institute of this nature sliould 1 m‘ boine by tin* Calcutta 
Corpojation and the (iovernment of Bcuigal in <M|ual ^hale. 

■[) I*,M. 


Now, Si I', it is knowrc to e\eryone of us that since 1918 vaiious 
littempts have* bc'en made by membeus n(»t onl\ on this side of the 
House but also by members on the other side of the House and by 
Mr. Camjibell Forrestei particularly regarding the urgency and the 
great ncunl ot doing somuthing for the beggai' jcroblem in (’alcutta, 
but unfortunately nothing has been done. Onl\ a few \ears ago at 
Ihe instan(*e’ of the late Mr. C. B. Das, a committee was appointed 
undei' the auspices of the Calcutta (Nuporation to investigate the problems 
.tind several schemes were invited from the Salvation Army and other 
people, and a sdieme was finallv adopt c*d which wa'^ submitted by 
the authorities of the Jatiya .Vyurbijnan Paiishad, and they have 
iilready started a aniall hosi>itaI at Maniktala with Mr. Campbell 
Forrestei' as ('hairman of the Managing Committtee and the (^oipora- 
tion has come forward with a recurring grant. The authorities of the 
Parishad approaclied (loveinment and also the ^^>rJ^oration authorities 
to help as m'omiuended by the Mendicant Committee which was 
appointed as early as 1918, but. Sir, it will interest many of us to 
hear the reply given by (Government to the Coriwirution of Calcutta in 
reply to their request to (Government for bearing half or a portion 
-of the maintenance charges of an institute of this nature. (Govern- 
ment very courteously denied their responsibility in this matter on the 
plea that they wei*e ali-eady spending a very large amount of money 
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for tke treatment of patienta and for fonndin); hospitals for the pahlic 
of Calcutta, and they did nqt see their way to make any further ^rant 
regarding this institute, the eost of which should l)e entirely Imrne 
by the Corporation of Calcutta. Sir, T want to show that this state- 
ment may he very ingenuous hut is not tpiite correct. The assertion 
made by the (loverinnent that the\ spend a large amount of money 
for the founding and establishing of liospitals is not correct. Many 
of you know that probably all the hospitals owe their foundation to 
public l)enevolence. Even the Medical (\dlege was founded by the 
charity of Manicklal Seal and the Lahas and other well known men 
who were charitably dispo.sed an<l there are many hospitals at present 
in Calcutta which get m^ giant from (iovernment at all and there is 
hardly a hospital — and 1 fhallenge the Ministoi in charge to (|uote 
any hospital-^ w}#ich depends entirely on (Government grant. So it 
is idle tor (iovernment to shelve the problem and shiik their respon- 
sibility by saying tliat because the\ are spending — whic h is not true 
—a laige amount of nn)ne\ tor the treatment of patients in (hilcuttu 
they do not want to spend any further on the matter of beggar problem 
and a hospital for im'urable diseases. A large number f>f these 
jiersoiis really belongs to places outside ('aliMitta; only ‘Jo pm* (‘ent. 
being boi n in Calcutta, the rest coming ti'om the districts. And not 
only that; about 80 |u*r cent, ot all tin* patients in the indoor hospitals 
of Calcutta come tioni the imilassal Those (d us uho have* any 
practical exjierience will beat me out when T say that more than HO 
per cent, of these jiatieiits eom(‘ tiom nutsich* Calcutta! So it is far 
from tiuth to sa\ that the mone\ spent tor the maintenance of 
(’alcutta hospitals !»> entiiel\ spent toi tin* Calcutta j>eopb* whereas 
the (’alcutta hospitals an* reall\ mote oi less a provincial matter, 
liecause mone\ spent on these patients ate ieall> spent on jieople who 
comt* fi(»m different cjuatters <»t tlie pio\ime, and that can legitimately 
be ( iaimed as a < harge on pro\incial i<*venue. ‘riie appeal of the 
authorities ot the beggar hospiud has met with Kind n*sponse from 
the ( 'orjtorat ion (d (’alcutta who have come forwaid with helj). but 
when (iovernment was ap()r<»a< lied toi a gratit (fo\ernnn‘nt tcjoK shelter 
undei the Meston Settlement and the ITon’ble Ministej washed his 
hands ( lean off the matter b\ sa\ing that he was not lesfamsible in 
framing the piesent budget. 


Xow, this is the sort of thing we want tf» pridest against and 1 
would ask my friends on the othei side of the House to join us in our 
protest against the condticd of (iovernment. A few dayfv^ttgo we were 
told that an ass(M*iatioii would 1m» formed for dealing with the juvenile 
offenders. The (i(»vernment is very careful almtit its wiiyh — personally 
I am (juite in sympathy with the juvenile offenders and I have got no 
bones to brejik against them. But what I object to is the way in w'hich 
the Government di.scriininates lietw’een different institutions. When 
a .s<*heme is put lief ore them Governineiit is very particular in criticising 
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the Hfheme from eveiy point of view — whether the srhenie is perfect, 
f^^hether the scheine is financially sound, whether the authorities have 
got sufficient money to meet the maintenance charges, and even if you 
satisfy them on these points (iovernment will say that they have no 
money and if you ask for a portion of the maintenance 'charge you 
will have to show that you can meet the other charges from sources 
other than (Government. Now thi.*' is the way in which matters are 
shelved: instead of giving a straightforward reply they go in a round 
about way and unnecessarily delay matters. Even if a scheme^ i3 
recommended hy tiie Surgeon -General Government will come forward 
and say that the scheme is too umhitioiis and will ask you to put for- 
ward a modest scheme. It is only on lare occasions that Government 
gives grants or an assurance r)l giant to a non-official institution which 
happens to he inaugurated under the auspices of tom# high (G^overii- 
ment officials. The llon’hle Minister- has said that he has been able 
to jnovide Us. othOtUt for the (’alcutta Medical Institute. I congratu- 
late tliem on their success in getting this out f)f (Tovernment. but may 
1 mention that the aiithmitiev of that 1 rrstitut ion had been trying 
for some help for the last y<‘ars but Imd it not been for- the fact that 
Lord Lytton laid tlie foundation stone this money would not have 

been forthcoming. It is no secret and it is a ])lainful fact that T am 

disclosing* to this House that n(» cliantalde institution managed by 
non-officials-- no mattm- how good and l)en(‘volen1 work it has been 
doing* — (aiinot g*et an\ thing <mi 1 <d (foxcinnicnt unless it <*an win 
over* some high ofheial of (ioviu iiment , 

HefcU'c I sit (h»\vn I will iiistarne the case of another* institution-— 
the onl> institution of its kind in Hcngal — that is the 'ru)>erculosis 
Sanitoi ium at .ladabpur - and I am ju-oud to aiinoume to this House 
that that hospital has been stait^ul hy the initiative and labours of my 
friend on the right. .Manx ot us will !)<» sfioeked t(» heai from me 
that the statistics show that rnoic than 1 lakh of jieisons die of tuber- 
culosis in Hengal and y(*t there is not a single hospital in (’alcutta 

except l?t) beds in the ^fednal (\)ll<*g*e. I’he authorities of this hospital 
at dadahpur. which is heing^ run with great difficulty hy the 
generosity of some of rnx' fr*iends have been asking* (rerx ernment to 
come forxvard aud help them in ac(|uirnng a small plot of land to 
extend the building for tlie purpose of ac-c-ornmodating a larger number 
ot ap]»licants who are refused admission daily. Hut what response 
did they receive fi'om Govei'iimenty They as usual took shelter under 
the Meston «»id urged them to submit a complete and cora- 

pr-ehensive scheme, and xvheii a complete and comprehensive scheme 
was draxvn up and suhrnitted to them they saiil that the scheme was 
t(K) umhitious and that they should come forward with a modest 
scheme. These are the two things to which I want to dniw the atten- 
tion of the luemWrs of this Hcuise and I hoyre that the suggestions 
will not fall on deaf ears. 
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‘ KlM^mMiailur Mauivi AZIZUU HAQUE: I take this opportunity 
of saying that so far as some of us in the mufassal are concerned we 
have to feel the want of accommodation in the Medical College hospital 
and othir hol^itals in Calcutta and I think what the Hon’ble Minister 
should do i^*to extend the accommodation in the Medical College 
which is undei* the direct responsibility of (Government. I may also 
draw the atfention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that it is very 
much’ desirable that some of the (om plaints made fiTjm time to time 
about the Medical College should be en<iuiied into and publication is 
made in ^hl* pai>er as to what the results of these allegations are. I 
know it was only a month back that a Muhammadan. Shuhjahan Ali, 
was not ^aflid^i tied into the Medical College who was sufteiing fnun a bad 
and nasty accident as the result of which his ca.se hecame worse. The 
HouTde Miniaier owes it to the publit* to at least enquire into such 
public complaint9*from time to time and to give out as to what has l>een 
the Faults of the emxuirv. 1 do support the motion of my friend so far 
as the question of the inadequacy of hospital accommodation is con- 
cerned and I would draw the attention of the Hon’hlc Minister to the 
fact that these complaints should he incpiired into so that the public 
might know the results of these inquiries. 


Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUE: 1 suppoit the mol ion. M \ tiiend Khan 
Bahadur Azizul Ilaijue ha^ ju>l now mentioned of a hoy who wan not 
admitted into the Medical (’olh‘ge hospital. The name ot the Ixiy 
Sajahan Md. Abdul Mayeed, si^rnnd yeai 1. Se. studenl : he met with 
all accident on the -tth ot relnuais, which iesulti*d in a cfimpournl 

tractine ot hi> right aim. lie was immediately takmi to the Medieul 
College hospital but the (dticei in charge ot the iMneigency Waul dealt 
with him in a very bad manner and dismissed tlie boy on the ground 
that there was no seat. Now, Sii, it was a c.ise of r('m])oiind traclurt^ 
reejuiring immediate attention of the authorities and the hoy should not 
have been diMiii^sed because there was no loom. Now* Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Md. Abdul Majid, fatlier of that boy. wrote a letter to Tlis 
Excellency the tloveinor and the Private Secretary to II is Excelbnicv 
the Governor wrote in reply thus; “T am in leceipt of ycuir letter, 
dated the 14th Eehruaiy. 1928, whi< h I read over to His Excellency and 
under his orders T have forwarded the letter and its cuiclosuie to the 
Surgeon (General.” Now, Sir, in this letter there is not a word of 
sympathy, not to speak of a w’ord of regret yea, this letter is ahscdutely 
free from any touch of human feeling — simply it says thpt the letter 
has been forwarded to the Surgeon General — hut for W'hat purpose — 
even ■ that is not mentioned. Now, Sir. this is the way in wdiicdi the 
Medical Department is ^e^ving the .suffering millions of our country. 
I would, therefore, like to make a few remarks r^arding the policy under- 
lying the Medieval Depaiiment. The llorrhle Sir P. C. Mitter has asked 
us for a big grant to enable him to c*arr\' c»n efficiently the work of the 
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fife, nolxMjy can object to thin demand. 

5-16 i».M. 

But I do not thi4k there is any laudable objeei behind it. 1 dp 
not think that OnvernHient in I'unning this departiiieiit fo^^he benefit^ 
of the poor people of this c<»uiitry ; 1 am suie Government is not Vunninp" 
this department to grive medieni aid tf) the millions of people pf thi:*?^" 
country; I am sure (biverniiient is not lunning: it out of *tin^ philkn- 
ihro])ic or altruisti<‘ motive but that it itt runriing' it for explditij|^ the 
1 ndl'ian*’ national wealth for the welfare others. It raniml/tb^ gain- 
said that a major jantion of the grant is swallowed *ip the officers 
Ul)der the t«»p.heavy system of administi at ion and the little that is left 
goeft to the hluulrahtk classes. Hut whether e\ infinitessiinallv 
small |)oi‘tion ot it will ever go to the need\ jiensritis, I mean the^poor 
cultivators, is a very difficult <|uestion to answer, i^he officers in the 
highest grades of the department are geneiall\ rec ruited from the 
European I. M.S.’s who enjoy a very handsome pay and get also house 
allowance, hill allowance, j)a.ssage money, overseas allowance, and what 
not into the bargain, 'riiis department is met only run merely for the ^ 
piupose ol jMoviding these office? s with big situations in India but 
Government has got anothei \ lew also. Government wants to kill two 
birds with one stroke. It wants to provide for Kuropean l.M.S. 
officers in India and also wants to put money into the pockets of other 
people, namely, the druggists, the apothecaries and manutactureis 
medicines, in Kur-ope, If the (iovemment has any good intention oi 
if the Government is really anxiems to gi^e medical aid to the suffering 
classes of our <-ountry then (iovernrnent can introduce and establish 
other systems (^f treatment which are more efficacious ana less costly. 
Gonsidering the poverty of the people of this country it is very 
necessary that (Government should give jirojrer scope to homeopathic 
treatment, which is the cheapest treatment nowadays, but Government 
does not sc*f its w ny to rec'ognise TTom«M>path \ , Ayurwedic* or Fnani 
sNstein oi treatment. The leascm not far to seek; the reason is (piite 
palpable; for 'beh^ind every act (d’ (Toxernrmuit's apparent benevolence 
underlies a hidden motive and that rrnUive is to exjiloit the interest of 
India for the |fOi)d of others. Tin* medic al schools and college> now 
extant in th^country are only the manufactories for turning out agents 
for. the sale of Allopathic medicines. If in %pite of all these things 
the non’ble Minister maintains that Government has lieeii maintaining 
this department out erf a purely philanthropic or altrui.stic motive T 
should like to make a statement here that Government is prepared to 
rec(yni<5l other systems of .treatment w hich will do more good to our 
country fhan the rty||tein ot Allopathic medicines. With these few w’ords 
I support the mot Ton moved by my friend. 
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tWHWinila Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: really 

to Dr. Ray for bringing in this motion to liiscuss a 8ubj©i*t of 
surh a burning interest as tuberculosis, as well as the problem of^beggars 
in Calcutfc|. 14 necessary for me to meet his allegutiona about 

past actioBi -pit^lle part of Government. I agiee with him when he 
says that it is a problem of problems, a prohleni of prime im}>ortan('e, 
b^t it is netpssaf\- foi the Government ami the (-oiiioration to join 
handsr Un^d try to solve this problem to the best of their ability. To 
that extent I can assure Dr. Ray ami otiiers in this House that I shall 
iiof 4)e* wiiit^lig in my eftoi*ts. It is no good making promises withoXit 
proper enfiuiry but I am willing to give the House the |noniise that 
I will ?n(pliiW into the (jiiestioBt ami do the best I can aithin the limitn 
ot (Mil power. ^ ^ 

A's legal (Is the l^eggar jooblem I belie\e that (•ommittee> were 
ajifiointed in the pitf^ Imt I have had no information that this particular 
(jUestJSn \\ould lie disctissed to-day. So 1 am afraid I have iiot^been 
able to look iiit(» the matter and even if I had. as I hove explained 
iepeatedl> , it \\(aild not ha\e sened an> useful puipose so far as thia 
\ ear's budget is concei ned. Hut a diseu.ssion like this will at leiist 
be of the gieatest |)os>ibl(‘ use if it is properly utilised and if its object 
Is helpful. In that spirit I sa\ I shall look into the fib* veiy very care- 
fully and I ( an assure tin* House that in a matte? like this I slwiH be of 
help to them. 

As regards the Jadahjmr tubercular sanatorium 1 understand that 
correspondence is going on with Dr. Roy about Government assistaine 
to the hospital at Jadabpur. which I am t(dd is (list haiging a V(*iy 
useful function. As correspondence is going- on and as the matter 
under coiisideiat ion I can promise Dr. Ko\ this: I shall give the matter 
mv jieisonal attention and wlialever is possible within the limits of the 
well known financial difficulties of this Government will be d(uie. It is 
no good saying that we must not always refer to the Meston Setllernent 
but we cannot run away from that fact but in sjdte of llie limitations T 
shall ti\ 'o do all tliat I can for the hospital. 

As legaids ihe complaint against the Medical (’ollt^e hosjofnls, 
especially against the treafment they meted out to one Sajahan, I had 
n(» previous intimation of this mattei, but I have just been jnioimel by 
the Surgeo'.dfeneral after Khan Jiahadiir Aziziil Ha(jue ibentioned the 
case that the matter is being en(|uired into and 1 may teli the House 
that whenever any complaints relating to niai-adniinisf ratipii in hospi- 
tals aie made they will receive my personal attention. I shall make it 
a fM>int to empnre into them, hut 1 shall ask the House to remember that 
these hospitals have to discharge a very difficult duty and if ^j^re 'are 
any people who may l>e Un king in their duty t)ie superior have 

instructions to see that they do their work p'faipeHy; The authoritiei 
af the hospital have also a right to exf>eet ro-<»j>eration from the public 
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and I am sure that the public will also help them in prevenUng 
and ill bringing about lietter adminintration. I am sure the S^urgion 
General will always be very pleased to enquire into these mattei-s and 
the immediate heads of the medical institutions yi^litetherjel the medical 
College or the Campbell Medical School will also do th^-^^laie. It is no 
good criticising the medical institutions; let us try and help them. 

As regards the other systems of medicine, namely, jfyui'V^dic, Unani, 
etc., 1 said only a few minutes ago what I had to say on the subject. 

The motion of Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray was then put and lost, 

The motion that sum of Rs, 48,91,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 82. — Medical ” was then put and agreed t0. ^ 

The time-limit under the head “ 32.— Medical ” ht^viiig readied the 
following motions were not put: — 

Of. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: “ That the demaq|f of 

Rs. l,59,(KtO under the liead ‘ 320. — Grunts for medical purposes * be 
reduced by Re. 1.” 

Dfi KUMUD SANKAR RAY: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 8, 31, <00 unde! tite l»ead ‘321). — Medi<’al Colleges and Schools’ be 
reduced b\ He. 1.” 

Df« KUMUD SANKAR RAY: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 7,52.400 undei the ln*ad ‘ 32K — M»*ntal Hospitals ’ l>e redu('ed by 
Re. 1.” 

Msulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 48,91,000 under the liead ‘ 3‘2. — Me<licul (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 


33. — Public Health. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH), (the Hon’ble Sir Provash 
Chunder Mittar): On the recommendation of Ills Excellency the 
Governoi I move that a sum of Rs 37,14,(K)0 be granted for expendi- 
fure under the bead “ 33. — Public Healtli.” Heiv too I may remark 
tbalMbis is a budget which I bad to adopt and that the particulans are 
set out in the Bengal Financial Statement (Red book) for 1928-29, I 
should like to inform the Hou.se that the grant of Rs. 21 lakhs for 
rural water-supply, whicdi was originally given for a period of 5 years 
only, has now Iwn put on a permanent basis. Thi.s has lieen done since 
I joined the Government, in connection with the scheme for the rural 
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frate#«iipply loan. The outlines of that scheme have been published 
and I^need not take up the time of the House by placing further 
partic^ars. 

Rupees 6, (^,000 has been provided for rural public health organise* 
tion. ^ This scFeine has already started working and a number of rural 
health centres hj^ve been opened at the beginning of last August. The 
scheme must be regarded us incomplete until all the rural thanas in 
the plains districts of Bengal have been provided with the health staff 
contemplated in the scheme. The total cost w’ill then be between 11 to 
12 lakhs. Full effect can only be given to the scheme when a sufficient 
numbej- of trained officers is available. Training is proceeding but it 
has been calculated that only about half the thuna> can be staffed next 
year. Grants *JiaTe^^ been provided for certain muniidpal water-supply 
schemes. I tnfist that next year it will be possible to make larger 
provisions for loans re<|uired for extension of municipal water-works. 

Thde grant for the provision of free quinine has been- increased by 
Rs. 62,000. 

Another new feature in the budget is a j>rovision for the manufac- 
ture of anti-cholera vaccine. Until this year ^^e obtained our supplies 
of this vaccine from Kasauli at a cost of two annas per cubic centi- 
metre. A laboratory was opened this year for manufacture of this 
preparation in (^ilcutta, and Dr. Bentley is able to turn out large 
quantities at a much lover cost per cuhi(‘ centimetre than if we con- 
tinued to buy from Kasauli. During the recent cholera p))idemic there 
was a very large unforeseen demand for inoculation and 1 am glad to 
state that our laboratory wdiich worked at high pressure has helped us 
a good deal in meeting this unforeseen demand for inoculation. After 
the de(’rease of the epidemic a large reserve sto<*k has accuimuluted 
which should be sufficient to provide for future emergencies. 

I w'ould conclude by saying that 1 shall listen with great inteiest 
to the remarks which will 1h* made by the lioirhle members on the 
various token cuts that have been tabled and I trust it will be possible 
for Government to profit by the dLscussion of these token cuts. 

P.M. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY; In tlie aliseme of 
Babu Akhil Chandra Dattu I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 7,82.000 under the head “ TIA.— Public Health Kstablishmeilt ’’ be 
reduced by Re. 1. I 

Sir, the health of the country is the most vital problem of the 3ay. 
In fact, it is the problem of problems that has stared us in the face. 
Bengal, w’hich has been called by liord Macaulay ** the garden, of F^en 
in health and prosperity is now an abode of dweases and poverty. 
Hundreds of thousands of inhabitants are annually carried away by 
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Mlftria, cholera, smallpox, kala-azar, consumption and eimilar othar 
dmeases. Young men and women, who if sparcdewould have been a 
national awet, are being daily cut-of in the prime of life. Many a 
home has been desolate, and many a village that was once gay and 
prosperous has been ruined by fell diseases. This question is intimately 
connected with economic and irrigation question of the country. 

Ihe question of sanitation cannot be solved without solving the 
poverty of the people. It is not more than half a century when a 
Bengal village was an ideal place to live in. Plenty and prosperity 
flourished in villages. There was a sufficient supply of good drinking 
water. Starvation was unknown. Hence Jjord Minto, who came to 
Bengal from Madras, was struck by the gigantic physique of the 
Bengalees. But where are tho^e specimen of our country-men goneP 
The woe began with the introduction of railways in Bengal. Railway 
whu^h helps trade and industry in a free country proved a veritable 
scourge in Bengal— possessed of the fatal gift of beauty. Foreign 
capital, which began to come in with ihe advent of the East India 
Company multiplied to an enormous degree w'ith the introduction of 
iron horse and reached the very comei's of remote villages. 

Cottage industries which supplied sap to the nation from time 
immemorial was smashed. Potters, weavers, black-smiths, etc., were 
ruined by foreign men^hants and the whoI6 country^ presented a picture 
of woe, desolation, and poverty. 

With the introduction of railways, rivers dried up, malaria made its 
appearance and began to sweep aw’ay inhabitants by thousands annually. 
But the misery multiplied tenfold with the acute poverty of the people, 
80 per cent, of whom do not know wliat it is to have two meals a day. 
With acute poverty at door, malaria and otliei epidemics in the land 
do you wonder that the lural pojiiilation in Bengal is fast dwindling 
away. But the wonder of wonders is that the tax gathering govern- 
ment of our cmintrv stood in supreme upatliv at the rapid decadence 
of rural population and did not move its muscles, t(» remove the causes 
of the wmdul plight of the countiy that is eating into the veiy vitals 
v>f the nation. 

We cried ourselves hoarse in Couneil, press and platform, but our 
cry has been a cry in the wilderness. The desolate condition of Bengal 
did not move the inm hearts of the rulers. Although taxes in the name 
of cesses were levied with the express purpose and condition for the 
improvement of village sanitation, but T am ashamed to tell you that 
the promise has not been fulfilled by Government, not even one-fourth 
of the local cess is spent by Government for the purpose it was levied 
for. » 

The rural population must be saved oinl the Government must come 
with open hand. There is no time for dilly-dallying. Now or never is 
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ikp waited long and cannot affoitl aviii to a di^« 

Wa utl know of bnaJtli ckart of Bengal prepared by Ik. Baatlay, 
A tmmy glance at it will bring home even to a hostile mind wbat 
havoc, is being wrought by diseases in Bengal. Are not the figures at 
death appalling. They are more eloquent than speeches. 

0r. Bentley says in his evidence before the Agricultural Commie- 
sion that most of these diseases are proven tible. If proven tilde why nol 
prevent them. Dr. Bentley says again, if I remember aright, that 
with 50 lakhs of rupees in his hand he is able to stamp out contagious 
disearies from Bengal within d years. 

Do you think that 50 lakhs of inipecs are moio valuable than saving 
human lives. Which Goveniment is there that will not stand twenty 
times 50 lakhs for saving the lives of people entrusted to its care. 
Government in Italy, Greece and Turkey has stamped out malaria from 
their respective countries. Panama Canal which was once full of 
malaria has been freed of disease by the unstinted efforts of its Govern- 
ment. What has been done by other Governments can be done by our 
Government. I think there is no greater duty on the part of the Gov- 
ernment than save its teeming millions entnisled to its care and a day 
will come when the Government will have to render an account of what 
it has done hei-e at the bur.,of humanity. Will it be glorious on its 
part to be told that it has turned a fair country into n desert, a pros- 
perous land into swamps, and left a rich and clever people with begging 
bowls in their hands. The latest official record disclosing the percent- 
age of mortality is simply staggering. 

In 1926 the number of recorded births in Bengal was 12,7G,d80 
against 13,77,097 in 1925, and the provincial birth-rate during the same 
year was 27 *4 per mille as compared with 29*6 per mille in 1925 and 
the quinquennial average of 28*9. The aggregate birth-rate in the 
districtri of Bengal shows a decrease of 6*6 per cent. The provincial 
death-rate in 1926 was 24:7 per mille as compared with 24:9 in 1925 
and the quinquennial aveiage 26*3 per mille. Infant mortality in 1920 
was 2,51,184; these infants are under one year of age as compared with 
2,49,582 in 1925. The total mortality shows an excess of 8*6 per cent. 
There were 59,106 deaths from c holera in 1926 against 34,276 in 1925. 
Smallpox during the year 1925-26 was 25,548; again showing an 
increa.se of 25 per cent. In 1925-26 the mortality from fever was 
8,22,774 against 8,74,228 showing n ratio of 17*7 per mille. The mor- 
tality from kala-aaar was — 
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Uie jHatrict Board* and the Government if determined can auccesafully 
combat these fell diseases and save t¥e country, f rdSi the grip of these 
dire calamities by having recourse to preventible measures in all possible 
ways. 

The Government must remember that we must not live tc die only. 
The question of shortnerts of fund will not stand in the way — if the lives 
i;f these dumb millions are considered of any value. 

Mfa Wi L« TRAVERS S Sir, I do not know if I am in order in 
askinig for a little information from the Hon’ble Minister about the 
progress of his scheme for the improvement of the water-supply of the 
province. It is quite unnecessaiv, I am sure, for me to point that that 
improvement is in reality and practically more necessary than any other 
for the people of Bengal. I do not say, Sir, that nothing has been 
done, something has indeed been done. The grants that haye been made 
to the District Boards have resulted in some progress and some improve- 
ment and concrete wells and luhe-wells have been installed in good 
many districts; tanka have been reclaimed and so on. Still, the means 
at the disposal of the District Boards is entirely insufficient for their 
general needs and ahsoluteh insufficient for their special needs in 
this direction. Therefore, it is of great interest to every member of 
my party and also to every member of this House to hear whether 
there is some real pnispect of the ITon’hle Minister’s scheme for the 
improvement of the water-supply of the juovince really coming into 
achiality. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Su. I just want to say a few words 
with regard to this demand, in order to draw attention to the fact that 
there has been considerable ovei lapping of activities between two 
Gbvemment institutions, and as p result of that overlapping the activi- 
ties of the labile Health Department have been considei*ably hampered. 
With your permission, Sir, I would refer to certain actual facta. 
Certain works were being carried on by the Public Health Depart- ^ 
ment, and the works were of a peculiar kiml. These works had to I# 
carried on in the fields and entailed field survey, collection of statis- 
tics, and other enquiries regarding the prevention of certain kinds of 
diseases. For this piirpo'^e a malaria oh'-ervation centre w’as established 
att Soiiarpur and Krishnagar. 

r.M. 

These two places were doing very good work hut for some reasons 
or other these two centres were stopped and the work was entrusted to 
tbe authorities of the Tropical School of Medicine, which is an Insti- 
tution entirely devoted to research work — research in tropical medicines 
— ^whereas the work of the Public Health Department is of a different 
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natafe— the re8earel)i aad collection of facts and data in the field, a 
soH of survey work. The work of the Tropical School is centred in 
laboratory and cannot l>e carried on in the field. In the matter of 
hookworm investigation, the wc»rk of the Public- Health Department 
has been stopped and the work taken over by the Tropical School 
The same is with the kala-ajsar investigation; and ciuite lecently the 
authorities of the Tropical School have advertised for a man for pubU*- 
city work which was being done by the Public Healtii Depurtmetit 
The work in connection with standardisation of edible oil ha> also 
been entmsted to the Tropical School by taking it awa\ in.in Public 
Wealth Department. * 

Then, as ^regards the ic-acl.iiiji of public health, in <»lhei c-ountries 
there is an Institute of Public Tlealfh and in Dui'iua, ('olonibc^ and 
other provinces in India they are aliout to stai-t an Institute <*l Public 
Health for iipparting training in public hygiene and sanitation. The 
task of training Assisiant Health (tfheer is being clone by the Public 
Health Department. If the Tixipical School was doing the training 
ivork ill regard to Public llcaltli Odicers, win should then not take up 
the training of Assistant Public Health Ofticer> as welly 

Then, again, there are bactericdogic-al laboratories in the Public 
Health Department. But their work is adininistercul by the Meoical 
Department, by the Surgeon-deneral, and there is a considerable (tver- 
lapping in rc‘gard to this work. I wantcMl to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to these things. 

There is another point and this is in regard to public health 
organization scheme for whicli Assistant Health Ofheers arc being 
tniined. The scheme which lias been sanctioned offers to pay Its. 100 
a month to the Assistant Public Health Offic-ers. The scheme will 
operate wdthin the jurisdiction of one thana in each distiict. Rs. 800 
has been pnivided foi the pay of one Health Assistant and for the 
purc-hase of medicines, etc., m» there is altogethei' a provision of 
Bs. 2,000 a year for each thana. The w'ork will be carried on during 
epidemic's and in other time', there will be hc*altli surven and preven- 
tive w'ork. The Distiict Boards have been entrusted t<» cunv on thiE 
work acc-ording to the scheme laid down by (Government. But the 
District Board finds that if Rs. 100 is given to a cjualified medical man 
as a sort of subsidy the work will be carried on better. At the same 
time it w’ill encourage (|ualified meclic-al men to start prac-tice in 
mufassal. There are a nuinbei of qualified medical men in Cab-iitta. 
But so far as the mufassals are concerned, there is dearth of (|ualified 
men as they do not care to start practice in the niutusHa) as they fear 
they would not have good practic-e there. The mufassal people suffer 
a good deal for want of qualified medical men and if c|ualified medical 
men are subsidised they will do the work better than ordinary laymen 
on Rs. 100 a month even if you want you can give them a special train- 
ing in public health and in sanitation. 
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\^Ufm BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY. Sir, itfy hon^ble fl^fid ha» com- 
plained tkat, while we are trying? the jranie of throwing out Ministers, 
we are neglecting to co-operate with him for the purpose of bringing 
nl)out a better s^te of things ho far as public health and medical relief 
are concerned, ^here is a good adaige in Hindis “ Rope Pehr hahvi ka, 
am Jcdhame hcE; which means if you plant a shrub you cannot hare 
J|UUigoes growing out of it. The particular system in which we are 
working, it is impossible to do anything under the present system, 
though my Hon’ble friend, the Minister, may think otherwise. Why 
do I say so? I will give him two examples — one from the neighbouring 
province of Assam and one from this very piovince — which will show 
how impossible it is to work the present system. There was an 
epidemic of kala-azar in one of the villages in Goalpara district in 
Assam. The Deputy Sanitaiy Commissioner was ‘<ent round to investi- 
gate. He sent an urgent wire to tlie ^linister in (*harge!,^Qjl:that Depart- 
ment. He sent also one to the Hanitarj' Cominissionei of^he Province. 
I might say that Assam employs 19 Sub-Assistant Surgeons for the 
purposes of doing this kind of work. Tliis telegram was sent by the 
Sanitary Commissioner to the Inspectoi General of Civil Hospitals 
for enquiry, w'ho sent it to the Secretary in charge of that Department. 
He sent the telegram to the Commissioner the Division and the 
Oonnuissiouer sent it to the Deputy Commis^i(»nei in <*harge of that 
pui<i(!ulur district. The Deputy (’ommi'sioncr sent it to the Civil 
Surgeon for emiuiry and report. He submitted a report which was 
sent by the same route, ultimately to tlie Seroetary of the Department 
and then it came to the Minister. The result was that the order came 
18 n onths after the epidemic had started. T need hardly tell you that 
so far as that distinct is concerned the people wh«> had to die, died and 
those who were destined to live, lived. 

The other case relates to Birhluim distrif't. There wun piovisioh 
of lis. 10,000 for anti-cholera operation> in Bengal about 2J years 
ago. The Dii*ector of Health applied for Rs. 5,000 out of the grants 
when an epidemic hioke out in Birhhum. Thiee months after that 
application was made, the reply came that the money could l)e had. 
Here also the result was that those who had to die had died and the 
Director of Public Health i-eplied that the money was not then neces- 
sary. The Finance Department hecair.e richer by Rs. 5,000. My point 
is this: The present system will not do. The lute Finance Member, 
Hon’hle Sir James Donald, once declared that Government had adopted 
Mr. C. R. Das’s policy in js^ard to this matter. I deny that. The 
most fundamental character of that policy- was that you .should make 
over the whole of the public health work to a Board of Trustees in 
which the people are well represented who shall have statutoiy^ powers 
to carry on the public health work and w1h» w1|1 he responsible to see 
that no part of the pixivince remains without a "public health organisa- 
tion, At prevsent we have got District Boards -who have their own 
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Distil Healih Officers. "I am told that the money wkidi has been 
reserved for|)ublic health under C. R. Das^s scheme is l>eing administered 
throv^^h the District Board. That is exactly what we are complaininff 
of. The constitution of the District Boards at the present time is not 
suchHhat it will be possible for them to do anything systematic in 
regard to public health work. There ai-e no provisions in the Act 
which would bring in men with special kno\vle<lge. of sanitary engineer- 
ing and health work as members of the District Boards. There is again 
the control of the Dii*ector of l^blic Health and the Burgeon-General 
in these matters. I saw somewhere a note drafted hy one of the 
Directors of Health regarding a particular matter — I think it was the 
case of preventing smoke nuisance, in Calcutta. He said that there 
are 19 differant individuals wlio have a say in tlie matter — the Health 
Officer of the Corporation, Health Officer of Port of Calcutta, the 
Inspector Smoke Nuisances, ^^ctc. Therefore our complaint is that 
however much the Minister .may desira. the present system is unwork- 
ahle. It is impossible for any Minister to do the work and it is inlpt^s- 
sihle for us to co-opeiate unless we know where we arc. If yiui have a 
Public Health Board controlled by the people you will really he giving 
something which is definite — which is tangible, which people can work 
with ccmfidence and wbi(‘h will do good to the people at large. The 
present policy of the Department of Health is a policy which has gone 
through various metamorphoses during the last 100 years. The HonT)le 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia once said that he did not go to England 
so he did not know how the thing was being ^^orked there. The 
Hon’ble Minister has been to England *and if he goes there next year 
I will ask him to find out h<»w it is worked there. C]) to 1870 the 
position was exactly the same as here, but after 1he passing of the 
Public Health. Act in 1875, a statutor^^ body has been created wdio are 
responsible for carr>'itig particular schemes into action. The entire 
responsibility was made over to this body for carrying out a definite 
policy in regard to public health work there. It is not possible for 
the present Hon’hle Minister to lav down a pcdic-v here. He is only t«» 
carry' out the present pediev. He cannot create u new p(dicy within 
the course of a year. Even if he is left in charge of the Department 
for the next 10 years he will not he able to create a new pedii’y. And 
that is because he has no personal knowledge of the Department and 
also because he has no power to contnd those w^ho have, in the past laid 
down the present policy, in a particular line. If he wishes to do any 
good I will ask him to look into the fundamental factor in Mr. Das*s 
policy and to create a statutory body wrbich would be charged with 
the duty of carrying out public health wwk thi’oughoui the province. 
If you would keep Rs. 12 lakhs for this pui'pose to l>e spent by that body 
you will save the lives of a great number of people in this province. 
The duty of carrying out this task will not depend on a particular 
Minister but upon a’ statutory body.^ 
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Babu MRAL KUMAR 0UTT: Sir, in supporting this motion I 
beg to say a few worcjs. In a couifiry where the Government think 
more of the so-called “ law And ofder ** policy which ^ govei ns the 
safety ^nd prestigo of the bufeai^jcracy thaif of, the law whicdi governs 
the life and safety of the people^ it is no wonder that the J’olice gets 
two crores while the Medical and the l^uhlic Health together get less 
than a crore. Sir, we shall not be surprised to learn that here in our 
counti'y; people die like cats and dogs, and most of them from pre- 
ventible diseases, untreated and uncared for. Conferences are held 
from time to time at the Government House to suggest remedies for the 
eradication of malaria and other preventihle diseases ; crocodile* tears 
are shed for the huge waste of human lives. But when the question 
of remedy comes, the Government turns a deaf ear td appeals for 
finance. Nine lakhs more for the Police, for mosquito bets, for the 
comfort of the sergeants whose main duty is to belabour those who cry 
Bandemataram or take pai*t iu political activities. Certainly, I do 
not grudge the mosquito curtains which are so many preventives 
against malaria. But whai about the root cause of malaria — the 
breeding grounds of mosquitoes. Sir, an American lady, 
Mrs. MacDonald, wlu) has identified herself with the (‘hildren of the 
Soil, went all the way to England to bring the well-known malaria 
and irrijfation expert — Sir William Willcocks — at her own expense. 
He has arrived and delivered an interesting lecture at a meeting of the 
British Indian Assm-iation. H#* is confident that if the red water of 
the rivers combined with the white- water of the rains flush the 
country, malaria will he an event of the past and poverty 
will disappear with the increase of fertility of the soil. Has the 
Government — after the advent of which, a(‘cording to Sir William, 
the irrigation in Bengal has much deteriorated — provided anything 
for his schetm of prevention of malaria? Sir, an American lady is 
doing so much for us and can our Hon’ble Minister show us anything 
to his credit? We understand his limitations — they are certainly not 
liruitations of head and heart. But there is a great defect in the 
system of administratittn which he does not confess in his purblind 
enthusiasm to support Ministry which makes him helpless. He asks 
us to co-operate, but how can we co-operate as he would never be of 
any service, in spite of genuine intention to he serviceable to the 
country? 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEt I hud no intention to 
toie part in this debate but for certain remarks made by Dr. B. C. 
Roy against the District* Boards in Bengal. In referring to the 
public health work which is now going to he taken up under the 
auipkes of th^ District Boards, my friend. Dr. B. C. Roy has 
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remai^Bd — ^for ^ason T- know not — tkat tne iHstriot Boards in BengaT 
have not utili^d the pnUic health staff, and hi^ cozd^laiut wa»> 
that these public health a^ncies should at all be under thfe control of 
District Boards. It is very 8]bai!|re that he hue taken up this attitude 
being on the Swaiajist sidp because the T3fi strict Boards are doing their 
level best for tha good of^ the people of this country. If my friend 
will kindly look to the figures, he will find that the District Boards 
are now maintaining 485 dispensaries and aiding 895 dispensaries, 
and being connected with one of the District Boards in Bengal, 1 
can say that the life of the executives is being made miserable day 
after day on account of the breaking out of epidemic diseases. My 
friend probably does not know that the entire work of public health 
is under the auspices of the District Boards except that (lovernment' 
only maintain a machinery of supervision and give some grants. The 
complaint of the District Boards against Government is on the score 
of finance. I believe the District Boards have been the only true repre- 
sentfitivp institutions which, as I have already said, have done their 
level best for the good of the people Of this country. The District 
Board is at present constituted of non-oflicinl majority. There are 10' 
nominated members of which 5 are officials and 5 non-officials and 20 
members elected by the people. If, in s])ite of this, these gentlemen 
are not able to take part in doing public health works, woe bo to the 
future of the country. As regards the public health scheme, my com- 
plaint is not on the scene of what Dr. B. C. Hoy said bfft .on another 
score Government announced that the whole scheme will find maturity . 
in 3 years at a cost <»f Ks. 12 lakhs, but T am sc»rry to find that instead 
of 8 lakb'i at the end of the 2nd year Government have provided only 
6 lakhs, and that is our complaint against Government. Again my 
friend Dr. B. C. Rov wants that there should b<* a statutory body iir 
Oalcutta which should control these institutions. 


Dr. BJDHAN CHANDRA ROY: N<»t in Calcutta but in Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEi^ I have no objection ter 
the statutory body, but, speaking on behalf of the Distriet Boards, I 
think, it will be of great help to these Bemrds if there were nobody at 
all and District Boards were left to themselves. I do not want any 
control from Government or statutory body from outside. I would 
certainly prefer authorised opinions from resjmnsible persons on expert 
tefrhnical knowledge, but certainly say that the life of the District 

Board has already l)eefli made miserable by the too many controls 

placed over them. My friend wants to substitute the c’ontror of 

Government by the c ontrol of a statutory^ IjSbdy but I say that there 

ihould be no outeide control at all. The gentlemen of the District 
Boards could be safely relied upon in preventing malaria, kaUt-ijEax 
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Slid in combating cholera and nth^ epidemic disease, I think, thovgh 

I am not a medical man, that much expert knowledge is not wanted for 
this {hirp<^e. If we have a little organising ability we shall be able to 
deal with all epidemic diseases. , ,The^ublic health staff of the District 
Boards have been doing thein best to achieve success in this direction 
and, therefore, my friend's coinplaint that these public health agencies 
should not be under the control of the District Boards has taken me by 
surprise. On the score of Government contributions, I say again that 
our complaint is that we are not getting as much as is wanted. Our com* 
plaint ii that Government is only spending very little. It was by mere 
^ accident when I was looking at those figures yesterday night that I find 
that the total income of all the District Boards in Bengal is 
Rs. 94,92,800, excluding Government contributions and Government 
comes in with a contribution of only 00 lakhs for civil works, medical 
help and mist'ellaneous. The complaint of the District Boards is 
that their resources are limited due <0 the statutory enactments pro- 
r^ulgated in 1884 when the needs and requirements of society were 
more simple and public organisations weie not so complex as they are 
now. The complaint of the District Boards is that their freedom is 
very much restricted hy this Act of 1884 and I would very much welcome 
the idea of that Statutory Act being repealed hy some other enactment 
which will give a little more freedom to the local self-governing insti- 
tutions and no control of statutory' body or any body else. 

The real demand we feel is that sometimes Government iji issuing 
resolutions and orders make the District administration too complex 
and in 0 manner which is difficult for us to follow. Take 
for instance the District of Nadia with which T am connected. 
We have 9 municipalities and one district board in the district, and 
we have one Health Officer in the District Board and 6 or 7 Health 
officers for the municipalities. It is very much essential that there 
should be one Health Officer for public health work for the district as 
n whole. I think the very word “ public health shows that it con- 
cerns the district as a whole, and there is not mu(‘h difference between 
municipalities and l)isti*i<'t Bonials so far as the health officers and 
nan it ary inspectsoW are concerned. 

I would also like to draw the attention ot the Hon’hle Minister in 
this connection to another complaint of the District Boards, and, that 
is, that they do not get any I'eal help fnun the Publicity Department 
owing to inadeciuacy of its staff. The Publicity Branch of the Public 
Health Department is hampered for want of staff. The present publi- 
city staff is so undermanned that last year when we attempted to 
organise a touring expediliwi, we could not get hold of the staff of tha 
‘ Public Health Department for alwut a year. I Aave no complaint 
against the publicity staff itself. Its officers are very hard worked bni 
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what I want to •sugjrest is whether it not possible to add to tha pub- 
licity staff. In this connection I • want to draw the attention of the 
flonTile Minister to the fact Jhat though the publicity staff of the 
Public Health Department has not . been increased in strehffth^ the 
Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine somehow frot the strength of 
their staff increased for publicity worlr."^ If the public health work is to 
be done, it has to be done by one institution — not once by the Public 
Health Department and another time by the Calcutta School of Tropical 
Medicine. 

As Mr. Travers has said in conncilioii with the question ^f water- 
supply, I would ask the Hon’blc Minister whether it would not ba^^ 
possible for us to do something to alleviate the great water scarcity 
which is bound to come this year. On account of the failure of rains 
last year the life of the people in the iniifassnl has been made miser- 
able and too many petitions and conqilaints are coming to us for 
supplying water to the rural areas. I quite realise that the cost will 
he enormous but temporary alleviation by supplying water through 
the District Hoards will be a matter which will mean a good deal at 
least this year towards removing the water scarcity in Hengal. It 
was only this morning that a numlier of villagers <*ame to me and said 
that their women folk had got to <lraw watei from a distance of alM)ut 
3 miles, and if wc can do something by retrenching under other heads 
in the matter of the supply of drinking water if will mean a good 
deal towards alleviating the distie^s that now prevails, 


'br. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: (i >n a point ot personal exj)litna- 
tion, Sir, The Khan Haliadui^luiN entirely misunderstood my jiosition. 
I never said that the District Hoards which now have to perform 
different functions should he divested of their contiol over the public 
health staff. I dimply said that at the piesput moment, for the purpose 
of laying down a policy, c.//., to obtain statistics regarding incidence 
of diseases and to find out the licst method of <'omhating malaria — 
a partioiilar statutory Imdy should he created to lay dow'n lertain 
fundamental rules for the District Hoards to follow. My friend has 
said that expert knowledge is not ne<*essary foi the jirevention of 
malaria. Hy saying this he ha> demonstrated to the hilt, the correct- 
ness of my arguments that Distiict Hoards as at pre^.ent constituted, 
should not l>e left to deal with public health work. At present, we 
know little aliout malaria, from the public health point of view*. We 
know nothing <»f its incident e nothing almut the mode of spread of 
such and so we do not know how to succesfiilly combat the disease 
either here or elsewhere. Therefoie. at the present moment our poH<*y 
is merely a tentative ^ficy . My point was that a statutory body 
should be created to find out what the poi^y of the Public Health 
Department should be and to lay down certain fundamental rules for 
the guidance of the District BoardsT) 
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A (At 6-15 p.M. the 0>uneil was adjourned and it re-assembled at 

6-30 p.M.) 

TIM Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHONOER MITTER: Mr. Travers 
luMt rais^ .the important question of rural water-supply and he has 
asked for information about my scheme foi rural water-supply. I 
may teH the House shortly the broad outlines of the scheme. 
The ifroad outlines of the scheme are these : At the present 
moment the District Hoards ot Hen^ral ^j|)end al)out Rs. 10 
lakhs — am not speaking from nienio»y as I had no notice of this 
question — annually on rural water-supply, (foveimment have beeji 
^apendiuK Rs. 2\ lakhs imnuall> on rural water-supply, but the Govern- 
ment gmnt of Rs. lakhs is limited to five years and out of those 
five years three years have expired. Now. accoiding' to the scheme 
Government have af^reed to j^ive a permanent fjrant of Rs. 2^ lakhs. 
If the District Boards spending- about Rs. 10 lakhs on rural water- 
supply, set apart, roughly speaking, alamt Rs. 5 lakhs — half of what they 
actually spend, these Rs. 5 lakhs together with Rs. 2} lakhs will bring 
in Rs. 7^ lakhs and with that I am advised a loan of one crore 
of rupees can he comfortably raised, but it will be necessary to make 
some provision for repair and maintenance of the sources of supply, 
and if that c()sts, say, about Rs.'2Ji lakhs, the total cost to the District 
Boards will come up to Rs. 7^ lakhs, while they spend Rs. 10 lakhs 
at the present moment. So that on the scheme which has been accepted 
by Government and which has also been accepted by the representatives 
of District Boards at the District Boards Conference, we may at once 
place at the disposal of the variouN Distiict Boards a sum of rupees 
one croie. The actual amount will be spent on applications that come 
fi*om ditfeient District Boards and I hope tliat before the next budget 
is presented, this scheme will be completed and the money found there 
for it. . 

Having finished this point I shall now take up another important 
point — but I am sorry to find that Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and 
Others on my right have left. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy has drawn 
the atteiitiou of the House pointedly to the necessity of a Board of 
Trustees for Public Health ; he has also drawn attention to 
the Public Health Act of England of 1875, hut if he were 
here, I would have liked to remind him of the history of the public 
health movement in England. It is well known that in England 
before 1871, the state of public health was (I am glad to find that 
Dr. Roy has since come in) deplorable. Public Health was entrusted 
tg local bodies and various ad hoc organisations. They lacked before 
1871 that noble emotional sentiment which swept from one end of 
England to the ^other. agd which made Englishmen realise — as they 
bad never realised before — that the saving of human lives is a noble 
mission for those who work for the public good. It was this noble 
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emotioilfU sentiment which was the foundation of ^he SUCCMS o| th# 
Public Health Act of 1875 and which w»{$ preceded by the 
Govertiinent Act of 1871, and from 1871-75 there followed a new eip 
in England. What is wanted in Bengal to-day is nOt so much a 
siatutpry provision; after all a statutory pinvision will remain a dpad 
letter without a noble emotional sentiment. I see alf round me an 
awakening of a new life. Is it Im) much to expect, Sir, that all parties 
should sink their differences and emulate ’that noble emotional senti- 
ment of England y W'e, Bengalees, are no doubt sentimental; can 
we not have this sentiment, this very noble senliment, which will teach 
the public workei^ of Bengal that b> working for the common good 
of our countiy we can solve the public health pmhleiny Sir, the solu- 
tion of the public health problem is not a question of grants; the 
solution of the public health problem is not a question of Acts and 
Statutes; the public health problem can only he solved by self-help — 
that noble stimulus which teaches us that to save human life and 
iiiiporve health is woidhy of the best humim effort. I am glad to Iw 
assured by my friends on the right that they will co-operate on that 
basis. I for one realise tliat without the help of the public the public 
health (|uestion can never he solved. But what the nature of the Act 
should he is quite a different matter, and as to that we must all 
remember the protest made by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, 
hut we are glad to find that Dr. Bidhaii (yhandra Koy never intended 
that the District Boards shcuild not occupy their proper places, hut 
that some Public Health Act was necessary. Ministers may come and 
go; individuals may come and go, hut the great aeed for a suitable 
i’uhlic Health Act is to ensure a eontinuity of jiolicy. It is by that 
policy of continuity and by that alone 4hat \\e can solve the Jhihlie 
Health (juestion of Bengal, and so far as that policy is concerned. T 
inay assure my friends on tlie right and my friends on I lie lelt that I 
shall not he lacking in an\ endeavoui to place the prohlein ot\ public 
liealth above that of pait> and to see that the puhlit' health problem 
i'> solved by a proper .\ct — 1 do not want a i)aper Act hut I want the 
htiman eU'inent behind that Act. 

Ortaiii other questions lune lieen raised by some of my friends. 
Dr. Kumud Snnkai liny has leferred to the question of overlapping of 
work ill the Pulilic Health Department and the Sclinol ot Tropical 
Medicine. He has referied particularly to the public health research 
institutes at Krishnagar and Sonnrpur; I am afraid Dr. Ray is mis- 
infomied on this point The research institutes at Krishnagar and 
Sonarpur are still there; they liave not been abolished, and their work 
has not lieen entrusted to the Tropical School. May I point out to 
Dr. Ray that if his arguments are correct, it will not i)e a question 
of overlapping. It is a question of one body, namely, the Tropical 
School doing the work which the Public Health Department did in 
the past; that is not over-lapping. I want to enter into another point; 
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that inve^tigatioa work has been taken away from the Public 
Health Department; it again is no question of overlapping, and there 
is no question of taking away the work of investigating standards of 
edible oils. 

The Tropical School of Medicine is endowed and so long as it 
acts within its endowment it will not be right on the part of Govern- 
ment to interfere with its activities, but so far as I am aware- 
speaking from very short experience — 1 do not think the Tropical 
School is anxious to do things which can well be left to the Public 
Health Department. But if any case arises I sl^all certainly look 
into the matter and try to adjust the activities of |he departments. 

About the question of the training of sanitary officers I promised 
to look into the matter and 1 am told by some of my advisers that 
perhaps the training may be most suitably imparted at the Tropical 
School but I do not want to commit myself definitely to-day beyond 
saying that 1 shall take advice on this point and shall be guided by the 
advice of my advisers but I should like to Uate in this connection 
that the question of the training of sanitary officers had to be taken 
up very hurriedly and the only organisation which Government found 
before my time was the organisation of the Public Health Department. 
But this question also will receive my very careful consideration as 
to whether in future the training of these officers should be in the 
Tropical School or the Ihiblic Health Department. 

I believe Dr. Ray was not quite accurate in referring to Rs. 100 
as the pay of sanitary officers. The position is this : a grant of 
Rs. 2,000 a year is made to District Boards. IVrhaps some calcula- 
tions — 

# 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I point out to the Hon’ble 
Minister that Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray may have referred to that and 
not I. 

The Hon’bio Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 did not mean 
D/. Bidhan Chandra Boy; but Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, wKo was 
not quite accurate in referring to Rs. U)t) as the pay of these sanitary 
officers. But perhaps there is some justification for his confusion 
because the basts of the calculations on which the grant of Rs. 2,000 
a year was made includes Rs. 100, but the District Boards are quite 
within their rights in re-u<ijustiiig salaries in any way they like, 
within certain limits. 

As regards the suggestio!! of subsidizing medical men and allowing 
them private practice, that is a matter in w’hich I have received 
different advice, but I shall certainly take into ('onsi deration the advice 
of the non-official members of this Council like Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Hoy and Di*. Kumud Sankar Ray, as also the advice of my official 
ad^kers. 
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It kas been represented to me that if we offer the attraction of 
private practice to these Healh Officers, they will devote most of their 
time to that purpose and to that extent the work of the department 
will opiffer. However, opinion is divided on this point and I am told* 
by Khan Bahadur Aeizul Haque that in some cases this practice is 
followed. 

As regards the reciuest for an increase of the publicity staff, I can 
infonii my friend, the Khan Bahadur, that it has already received the 
administi-ative appuoval of Oovernment. So, T have no other alter- 
native than to ask him to wait for the next budget. Whether I shall 
Iw successful in getting money or not, I can assure him that no efforts 
will l>e wanting on my part, because T feel that this is a very important 
activity of the Public Health Department. That is all that I have to 
say. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 7,82,000 under the head ‘ :iaA.— Public 
Health Kstablishment ’ he reduced by Re. 1.^* 

.Rtia BHUPENDRA NARAYAN hfUHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

8h, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,88,000 under the head 
“•TIB. — Expenses in connection with epidemic diseases” he reduced 
by Re. 1. Ill moving a token cut of Re. 1 by way of remonsti'unce 
I desire to bring forward the very real grievances of the people, show'- 
ing how improvements that have up to this time been neglected can 
he effected. Sir, it is a Mell-known fact whuh no one can deny that 
of all the nation-huilding departments the Public Health Department 
affects the general prosperity of the public. The department can do 
good deal of work in regard to the health of the people, although limited 
ill resources and within a shoH periml. Sir, from the administration 
report of the department for the year 11)20, we find that the average 
hirth-rate in rural areas during the year 1920 has decreased by 7 11 
per cent. Not only this, if we compare the statistics of other province# 
with that of Bengal we find that the hirth-rale of Bengal per mille 
is 27*4; in the Central I*rovinces it is 40*0, Punjab 41-6 and Bihar 
and Orissa *17 ••1. Whereas the death-rate of Bengal is 24:7, in tBe 
Central Provinces it is d4 while in the Punjab it is 36 -5 leaving the 
margins of 2*7, 11 *7 and r> l for Bengal, the (JentniJ lOoviiices and the 
Punjab, respectively. But Bengal shows such a low rate when as 
held up in comparison. 

This is a real danger and I would re(|ues( the Hon'hle Minister to 
pay more attention to the health of the province. In this House, a 
few years ago, the late Mr. C. R. Das made a historic speech to rejuvi- 
nate ^ngal. Last year Sir James Donald in his budget speech stated 
that in order to complete the work outlined in, this scheme it would 
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take 3 years. Now, however, the Hon’ble Minister informs the House 
ithat Ks. 6 lakhs will be spent for the purpose of the scheme. May 
J know, Sir, if that will be sulfic ient for the completion of the scheme 
in the course of 3 years? 4 am glad to fijid that for anti-cholera injec- 
.etion 1,36,000 has been provided in the budget. But there are other 
wepidemic diseases in the province such as dropsy and other scourges, but 
nothing Is being done to combat them. As the use of disinfectants is 
j’egarded as one of the best preventive measures, I request the Hon^ble 
Minister to provide a certain sum for this purpose. I am sorry no one 
has drawn thw attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the subject of dai 
itraining. Year after year I have pleaded for more funds and facilities 
for the training of dain, but my cry has been like a cry in the wilderness. 
Heath from maternal causes during the year 1920 was 3,228 and infant 
.mortality showed an increase of 8*6 per cent. In spite of these figures, 
however, the amount provided in the budget shows a decrease from 
Rs. 35,600 to Rs. 32,200. 

Then comes the publicity and educational work of the Department. 
A scheme has been drawn up and approv«‘d by Government for increas- 
ing the publication of useful literature. It is adnutted by all that 
publicity work has done great deal of good to the pef^ple. Demonstra- 
*iionH, lectures and magic lantern'sbows have done much to impress the 
-people. T would request the Hon’ble Minister to give more impetus 
"to publicity work by printing more literature on tbe subject of public 
'health. 

I do not find that wiy sum ha> been provided foi Dr. Muir’s leprosy 
. -survey work, and no money has been set apart for respiratory diseases. 
If you look into the administration re/^ort you uill find that these 
diseases have increased by 11 -9 per cent. T^et fue read out the passage 
'■from Dr. Bentley’s report : “ The death-rate from respiratory diseases 

in 1920 sh(»wed an ex«*ess (»f 1 1 ;9 and 34 T ])ei cent., ie>pectively, over 
that of the previous year and the decennial mean; 100 males died to 
every 10 females.” This show.*, that respiratory diseases are rapidly 
increasing, and active preventive measures or renn*dial scliemes should 
be inaugurated. ^ 

With regard to kala-azar, it is a matter t>f regret that the amount 
has been decreased fnun Rs. 2 lakhs to Hs. l.oO.OtK), although kala- 
ajsar is .still a prevalent scourge. 

Sir, I do not desire to prolong this harrowing tale of woeful neglect. 
*I trust that this cut will serve to bring the authorities concerned to a 
right way of thinking and of providing an adequate sum to relieve the 
.^distress caused by disease and epidemic in the province. 

4 

Bibli AMAftEHDRA MATH CHOSE spoke ip Bengali in support 
rof the motion. 



m 


I92ap ©BMAiroS FOB 

TW motion of Raja Bhnpendra Narayan Sinha fiahadiir, of Naslii. 
pnr wit Oien put and lost. 

Tho time-limit under tlie head “ 33. — Public Health ** having reached 
the following motions were not put: — 

Kfian Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘'That the demand of 
Rs. 37,14,000 under the head ' 33. — Public Health * be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000.*’ 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: " That the demand of 
Rs. 37,14,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health ’ he reduced by 
Rs. 5.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 37,14,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: That the demand of Rs. 37.14,000 
under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health ’ be reduced by Re. 1.’^ 

riabu AKHIL CHANOitA DATTA: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 37,14,000 under the head ‘ 33, — Public Health ’ be reduced by 

Re. 1.” 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: That the demand of 

Rs. 37,14,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Himlth ' be reduced by 

Re 1.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 37,14,000 Iw granted for expenditure under the 
head “ 33.— Public Health.” 

7 P.M. 

34.— Agriculture. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Provasb Chunder Mittcr): Sir. on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 23,31,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “ 34. — 
Agriculture.” Sir, there are two notable batures to wbi<*h 1 should like 
to draw the attention of the House. One is the s< hen)e for the purchase 
of Sindhi cows and Miirrah buffaloes for the Dacca Firm for the im- 
provement of cattle in Bengal. Fnder the present scbei^e a number of 
cso-operative swieties and others will l)e supplieil with l>etter bulls. 
Prom our past experience we may hope it will lead to the improvement 
of cattle in the immediate neighlmurhood. That is bulls will be supplied 
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and can be Jcept*<tnder proper supervision. Then there is a small 
item of great importance, viz.^ a provision of Ks. 3,720 for the purchase 
of magic lanterns for propaganda work. This will enable the depart- 
ment to bring home to the raiyats some of the work dkjine by the depart- 
ment. Then there is a provision for seed store to the extent of 
Rs. 20,000 and the provision for the development of agricultural edu- 
cation. 

Turning to the co-operative budget the hon’ble members will notice 
that there is a provision for 12 additional auditors and 4 additional 
inspectors. We have heard a good deal of criticisms in this House 
about the paucity of auditors and insjiectoih and this grant will meet 
those criticisms. Sir, there is an inijiojtant gnnjt of Its. 15,000 for the 
Bengal Co-ojjerative Organization Society for the establishment of Central 
Co-operative Sale Depot for promoting cottage industries co-operatively 
organised as also industries not co-operatively organised. This is a great 
thing. If we can provide for the sale of cottage industries we help those 
cottage industries and according to this scheme we are going to provide for 
the sale and marketing of products of cottage industries whether co- 
operatively organised or not, I hope. Sir, before next year it will be 
pofnihle for me to advance the cause of these industries, 

[At this stage the Hon’hle the President left the Chamber and 
Mr. W. L. Travers took the Chair,] 

Sir, T notice with pleasure that most of the motions for reduction of 
these grants are token cuts; evidently the object is to draw attention 
to matters on which I expected to meet with criticism. I may 
promise in advance that T shall listen to the remarks of the movers of 
these token cuts with great attention and T frankly say 1 sliall profit 
by it. 1 conclude by saying that if the financial position improves, 
which I trust it will, and it 1 Imve tlie privilege of presenting the 
budget next year I shall he able to present a hu<lget which will help 
to improve agriculture to a <M»n«iiderahIe extent. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: J move (hat the demand 
of Rs. 5,50,000 under the head “ 34. — A^eterinary charges ’* he reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I am afraid the Minister has already given the leply of what I was 
going to say, fio instead (»f going into the whole (juestion I will draw 
the attention of the House only to two points. The first is about the 
supply of serum by the local self-governing bodies. AVe had been given 
hopes that serums will henceforth he distributed h\ hx al bodies, hut I 
do not find any provision in the budget for that. I do not know how 
Oovernment can go hack on its pledges. Afy second point relates to 
the question of the revision of pay of veterinaiy assistant surgeons in 
Bengal. I find that in the year 1917 the que-ition of increase of pay of 
these officers was first taken up and in 1917-18 the present standard wa« 
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introduced. Since then, inspite of the fact that theril\a8 been a revision 
of pty in almost all other services in Bengal this service has been 
entirely forgotten.^ Meantime, however, the pay of other officers of the 
Veterinary Department has been iiuTeased. Some officers who "were 
formerly in receipt of a lower scale of pay have been graded in Rs. 260 
to Rs. 750 scale. I know there are one or two difficulties in the way. 
Government have to satisfy itself as to their exact position in relation 
to District Boards but to refuse an increase even on that score is not 
fair. Up till now the Government have not done anything so far as 
the pay of these poor officers are concerned. I think the hon’ble mem- 
bers will admit that this delay in increasing their pay ulTectv tlie morale 
of the service, spef ially when their pay is so small. Their pivsent pay 
practically throws them on the patronage of others T believe the 
District Boards are also trying their best in the matter but iu view of 
their financial position the> cannot do much. I hope that this matter 
will be taken up soou. It is simply scandalous that when every body 
in all services has got an increased ])ay there should not be any eiideavour 
to increase the pa\ of tliese officeis u]H>n whom depend the maintenani'e 
of cattle population of Bengal, specially at a time when the qut*sti(>n 
of the pie^ervation of cattle is much in the forefront and Govern- 
ment^itself has a]>]>ointed a laittle expert at a very high cost. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I want to fliaw the attention 
of this House to the policy of (i(»vernment with regard to this matter. 
It appears that (b)vernment seem to be of opinion that these matters 
ndating to veterinary charges are mattfus of local concern and the 
Government’s respiuc^ibility, so fai as thio^ matter is concerned, is of 
minor consideiation. In tliis connection 1 should Hkt* to (piote a bdter 
from Mr. Reid to the Yetei inary Officer <»f the Government of Bengal 
to illustrate tlmt point. ’Phis letter is <lat«*d the L^lHh June, 1!11?7, an<l 
it lays down the proposal of leaving the work of iufKulating cattle to 
the local bodies < oncerned. 

Sir, may I submit that this is a very dangeious pcdicy!^ In an 
agricultural country like Bengal, eat tie is the iiujst important thing for 
agriculture. And if Government seem to be of opinion that the pre- 
servation of cattle is a matter of local concern and legitimate clnirge 
on the revenues of local bodies, I wonder where matter stand. Sir, 
everybody in this Houst* is perfectly well aware that the resources of 
the local self-governing Imdies, n':., municipalities and District Boards, 
are composed of road cess revenue from grants by local Government 
for medical relief, for veterinary tdmrges, for edueatinn and for puiTioses 
of repairing (‘ertain roads. But fliese < ontributiims are very small in 
comparison with the demands with which these public l)odies are called 
upon to discharge. Take, for instance, the question of the supply of 
serum for vaccination purposes in the case of diseases amongst cattle. 
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How can it be saill that it is the legitimate buBiness of District Boards 
to take up this matter. Government pays annualy a small sum of 
money to District Boards for combating this evil. And after paying 
annually a small amount, is it fair on the part of Government to say 
that the entire charges should be made by District Boards. I appeal 
to our popular Minister to say whether he endorses this policy of Gbvem- 
ment which, I respectfully submit, is so flagrant in its nakedness that 
one should be ashamed of. The Hon’ble Minister said just before that 
there should be some continuity in the policy of Government, and it 
would be an evil day for people of this country if the Hon’ble Minister 
would continue in this policy of disowning every soi-t of responsibility 
of those matters which are described as matters of local concern. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 27 th 
March 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



pmMiings of the Bengal legislative Council ast e w h l ed under Bit 
provisions of the Covemment of India Act 

’Raa Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta^ 
on Tuesday, the 27th March, 1928, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ra\ ChaudhueIi 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 92 nominated and elected 
members. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Moslem and non-Moslem ministerial officers of Bengal. 

85. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charjre of the Appointment Department l)e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showinp, district by district, the number at present exist- 
ing of Moslem and non-Moslem ministerial officers separately in this 
province in the — 

(i) Collectorate and Magistnu-y; 

(it) Khas Mahal Department ; 

(tit) Registration Department; and 
(iv) Civil Courts? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlile Mr. A. N. Moborly); Statement laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to u^etarred question No. 86, show- 
ing the number of permanent and temporary Moslem or non- 
Moslem ministerial officers who tcere employed, in Bengal on the 
1st February, 1928. 
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MMrivi ABDUL KARIM: Does the Hon'ble Member propose to take 
any action to remove the disparity existing between th6 ministerial 
officers of the^two communities, particularly in the districts in which, the 
Moslem population preponderates? 

Tilo Hon’blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The policy of Government was 
stated in a communique i.ssued in the year 1926. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bie Raja Manmatha Nath Ray ChaiidhuH,\ 
of SantOSh): I may tell members that the demands for grants and 
amendments relating to them will be discussed up till 5 o'clock this 
afternoon. Immediately after 5 p.m. I shall put the amendments that 
we may be discussing at the time, and then all the outstanding demands. 
After that, I projmse to take up the Government Bill and adjourn the 
Council after we have done with it. I shall take up the re.solution on 
the Simon Commission to-moiTow. 


Demands for grants. 

34.—Agriculture. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE AND 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): In moving 

his motion yesterday Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque pointed out to the 
House the inadequacy of the pay of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons. 
I may tell him that since 1 have accepted office 1 have lieen going 
carefully into this question but there are, however, certain difficulties. 
The pay of the Veterinaiy Assistant Surgeons is shared between the 
local bodies and the Government, and we had, I believe, some corres- 
pondence w’ith the local bodies. The House is awaie that neither the 
District Board nor the Government of Bengal are very flush of money; 
therefore there is also the financial difficulty, but 1 shall try my lH?st 
to remedy the hard lot of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons subject to 
the improvement of the financial conditions of the District Board and 
the Government. 

Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque has also referred to the inability of 
the department Ut give relief to the local bodies in the supply of serum. 
This matter is receiving the sympathetic consideration of Government. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Sen waxed eloquent while stating that the 
ordinary care of cattle is not a local concern. Perhaps he has misunder- 
stood the position. The question is a concern for all citizens, it is the 
concern of all local bodies, and it is a matter in which Government can 
be expected to render ar^sistance but it is quite clear that Government 
sittincp at headouarters even if it were to spend more cannot look aftM* 
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tnillioxig of cattle all oyer the proTinqe; therefore, if cattle is to he 
improved, the local people and locA bodies, like the Village Union 
Boards, are best fitted to look after them. It is therefore, a concern of 
local people and of local bodies. It is a vital problem and it •will not 
be overlooked by us. We are quite willing to co-operate with the local 
bodies, and I am sure the local bodies will co-operate with us. In spite 
of the speech of my friend, Babu Nagendra Nath Sen, the local bodies 
did come forward in the past, and I trust they will come forward in 
«the future. 

These are the points mentioned. Before I conclude T may say that 
I will take into my careful consideration all that has been said by the 
members when preparing the budget next year. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 5,50,000 under the head “34 A. — 
Veterinary chargen ” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,000 under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit^ — Pay of 
Registrar ’ be reduced by Rs. 3,000.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 propose to take next three motions together, 
and to have one discussion on them. 

The following motion •was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 
Rs. 0,21,000 under the head ‘ 34C. — C(»-operative (Vedit ’ be reduced by 
Re, 200." 

Mauivi 8HAM8UR«RAHMAN : I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 0,21,000 under the head “ 34 C. — ('o-operative Credit ” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

In moving this aniendmeiit my intention is to bring U\ the notice of 
this Hou.se the way by which the Government are working out this 
department. Co-operative works have been prUnarily taken up by 
honorary workers. But as they have to deal largely with other peoples' 
money and as it is very difti<'ult to find whole-time honorary workers the 
Goven\ment have undertaken to do the audit work of the so<’ieties 
on a system of <‘ontract, the societies paying for the lalwur. This system 
of audit by departmental officers might have rendered inestimable service 
to the people in finding out the. defects of the societies who deal with 
poor people's money. Societies are mostly financed by Central Banka 
who keep supeivi.sors to look into the efficient working of the affiliated 
societies. The audit reports serve as a guide to the Central ^ Banks to 
watch into the working of the .societies as well as of their supervisors. As 
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such both the societies as well as the Central Banks ungrudgingly 
agreed to the levy of an audit (ess. So much so that a sum of over 
Rs. 1,80,000 is collected year to year. But you will be surjirised to learn 
that Government are misappropriating over Rs. 40,000 out of it* 
Audit works in the districts are entrusted to an Inspector under whom 
auditors are placed to carry on the audit but their numbers are so insuffi- 
cient that even half the societies cannot be audited by them in course 
of the year. As such these Inspectors to save their own skin have to ^ 
request the Central Bank authorities to lend their supervisors to com^ 
plete the audit. In order to oblige the Insjiectois who sometimes rendet^ * 
valuable services to the Central Bank they cannot but accede to the 
request but the result is disastrous. These sujiervisors can seldom be 
expected to find fault with their own work, so the audit reports are 
absolutely unreliable and have to be treated as mere waste papers. The 
superv’i.sors even w’hen they are engaged in amlit works are paid by the 
Central Banks but the audits fees are all the same realised from even 
those societies that are audited by supervisors of the Ontral Banks. As 
Secretary of the Khulna Co-operative Bank Limited, I refused to pay 
the audit fee f)f those of my societies that have l>(*en audited by my 
supervisor^. But having had some distnission over the itmiter witli the 
Registrar, who is rendering very valuable services to the ]»eople, and 
also finding that some additional hands have been provided for in the 
present budget, I had to give way. I understand that the pay of only 
12 more auditors have been budgeted for. May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister whether he cared to read the Annual Re]>oH on the w’orking of 
the Department? Did he see that the Registrar has been demanding 
pei'sistently since 192-i-24 inoie than <louble the number of extra hancls? 

I for myself cannot understaml the beauty of i)roviding for a lesser 
number than that demanded by the departmental IhmuI whefi money is 
not w^anting. It may not be out of jdace to record a note of warning on 
behalf of the Central Banks of the pnvvince that they are not going to 
submit anv further to the system of payment without recennpense. 
They consider the realisation of audit fees without ade<|uate provision 
for men to carry on efficient audit work to be an act of bad faith in 
which they are willing abettors. The Government stand charged of 
criminal misappropriation of poor people’s money and breach of contract. 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: 1 admit that 
this complaint is legitimate, and soon after I took charge (»f my office, 
my attention was drawn to this complaint, and as the Maulvi Sahib 
himself has admitted, I have succeeded in making some provision. I 
admit that the pnivisioii ought to be more adequate than I have been 
able to provide. I hope that w’e shall be able to provide more money 
in the near future. I do not want to go into the controversial question 
as to whether Rs. 40,000 is the amount which Government ought U> 
pay; I do not admit its correctness. There is some provision in tha 
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present buc|get, and I hope to provide for more later. I am quite 
•alive to the necessity of gcM)d audit.^ Unfortunately in the past the 
attention of Government Members was not drawn to this. After the 
assurance that I have driven, 1 hope the Maulvi Sahib will not press 
his motion* 

Maulvi 8HAM8Ult-RAHMAN : After the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

^ The motion ^as then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

^15 P.M. 

The following motions were ealled but not moved: — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs, G, 21, 000 under the head ‘ d4C. — Co-operative Credit * be reduced by 
Re. 1." 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of Rs. 5,107 
under^the head ‘ d4I). — Stores purehused in England by the High Com- 
missioner ’ be refused.'* 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 20,01,000 umler the major head ‘ 04. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Rs. l.OOO." 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ OOiat the demand of 

Rs, 20,01,000 under the head ‘ 04. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by Rs. 100." 

Babu RADHA GOBINDA RAY: In the absence of llubu Amar- 
«ndru Nath Chose, may 1 have your permission to move his motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes. you imiy. 

Babu RAOCI^ COBINDA RAY: I l>ef; to nufve that the demand 
of Rs. 20,01,000 under the head “ 04. — Agriculture " be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

In moving this motion I beg to state that the oflicer.s of the Agri- 
culture Department have done absolutely nothing to improve the 
agricultural condition of the province. So far as I have l>een able to 
ascertain and to judge, they have done practically nothing to improve 
the agricultural condition of the rural area. The.se officers having 
some theoretical kmnvledge, and without any practical knowledge of the 
conditions of |he agriculturists in India, particularly Bengal, do go 
Vometimes to villages, pass their time in bungalows and return without 
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doing anything practical to improve the conditions of the poor agri* 
culturists. This departoient is maintained by Government simply to 
show the people or rather to hoodwink the people that the Govern- 
ment is really doing something to improve their condition. The bulk 
of the population in Bengal are agriculturists, and I would ask the 
HonT>le Minister in charge whether he can convince the members of 
this Council that the Department of Agricultuiw has i-eally done any- 
thing practical to improve tlie condition of the poor agriculturiste. 
This is why I oppose this demand, and think that the money should be 
reduced. 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. the mover 
of this motion has adduced >ome general charge.^. AVhile I admit that 
there is a lot more to be done in regard to agriculture, but considering 
the small sum at the disposal of the Agriculture Department, 1 submit 
they are doing well. About paddy, fruit and cattle — to take only 
some of the activities of the department — the reports issued year after 
year by the Agriculture Department will show that the production 
has increased very largely. Those with a practical knowledge of agri- 
culture will testify what the Agriculture Department is doing. “iPhese 
are general charges, but if definite charges ha<l been made, it w’ould 
have ]»een easier for me to fneet them. The class of paddy that the 
raiyats grow has been iin])roved; jute seeds have been iin])roved and 
cattle also has been improved. By the (%)-oj)erat ive Societies whi(*h 
we have near and about Calcutta, the conditions of the middle (dass 
have been greatly improved. But even if my friend be right, (an any 
good purpose be served by reducing the grant P I am always ready to 
receive constructive definite suggestions for the improvement of the 
department, and I can asMire my friend that the ofli(‘ers of the depart- 
ment will certainly meet him with open arms if he can put forw'ard 
any practical definite suggestions. 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 2d,dl,(K>0 under the head ‘ -14. — Agrimil- 
ture ’ be reduced by Ks. 10(1.” 

The following motions were not put as they were levered by the 
foregoing decision of the C/Ouncil ; — 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 

Rs. 2d, 31 ,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by R«. 1.*’ 

. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 23,31,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

TKe motion that a sum of Rs. 23,31.000 be granted f^r expenditure 
under the lupd “ ^i4. — Agriculture was then put and a^eed to. 
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35. — Indwtrns. 

\ 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVA8H CHUUDER MITTER: On the recom. 
mendation of His Exeellency the Governor I move that a sum of 
Rs. 12,*%, 000 l)e granted for expenditure under the head “35. — 
Industries.^ As I have already explained aeeording to convention I 
had to adopt this budfret and have to present it before the members of 
thift House for approval. The Bengal financial statement for 1928-29 
has explained ip you the nature of the demand. It is therefore not 
necessary for m#4o address you at any length. 

Mepibers of this House will notice that the estimate for the next 
year is higher by over a lakh of rupees than the revised estimate of this 
year. The following are some of the noticeable features of the 
budget : — 

(1) Additional grants-in-aid to 1echni<‘al and industrial schools — 

Rs. 30,000. 

(2) Provision for establishment for weaving demonstrations — 

Rs. 5,000. 

1 notice with pleasure that most of the motions for reduction of 
these grants are token cuts, evidently the object being to draw the 
attention of Govemment to matters whi(‘h, T except, tlie movers will 
explain. I may promise in advance that T sluill listen to the remarks 
of the movers of these token cubs with great attention and sliall try to 
profit by them in framing the next year’s budget. 

I would conclude by saying that there are certain important schemes 
relating to this department under the (‘onsideratifui of the Government, 
as a whole, and if they aie aj»proved by the Government as I hope they 
will be, and if I have the privilege of presenting the budget next year 
I shall be able to present a budget which will help in advancing the 
industrial development of the pmvini'e and it will also help in opening 
out avenues of employment to some of the poorer middle class men. ' 

Babu lliyNDRA NATH CHAKRABtiRTTY: In the absence of 
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker may I have your permission to move his 
motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 7,98,000 under the head “35A. — Industries** be 
reduced by Rs* 100. 

We are paying more attention to literary education of our boys. 
But literary education though good in itself has failed to solve the 
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bread |iaroblem of the day. We are fared with acute poverty among 
middle class people who are enamoured of literary education. My 
colleagiie, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, who takes interest in unemploy- 
ment question of young men, has ascertained that there are more than 
5,000 graduates sitting idle in Calcutta. So what will ^ the number 
of unemployed graduates in the whole of Bengal can be better imagined 
than described. 


This unemployment question is a menace to the whole country. 
You can imagine the feeling of these young men who after completing 
their education in the universities among whom you will find many of 
the finest intellects, full of high hopes and sunny aspirations, going 
from door to door with applications in their hands simply to meet with 
rebuffs and disappointments. 

This is not an ideal state of tilings in this country — it is not credit- 
able to the Government who is entirely responsible for this unemploy- 
ment question among the hhadraloh, hei^ause it has not paid proper 
attention to solve their bread problem. The edu(‘ation so long imparted 
has made up* a nation of clerks and lawyers. No attempt has been 
made by the GovemmcTit to make industrial expert of (me young man. 
There is no lack of enthusiasm and intelligence in them. If properly 
trained in industries they will hold their own in any part of the world 
— but for want of proper training they are rotting in their own 
country on a miserable pittanc'e as clerixs and scliool masters. What a 
more deplorable picture can he drawn of our young liopefuls than this. 
The fault lies not only with the Government but with the European 
mercantile community — that has almost monopolised the trade and 
industries of Bengal by shutting out the children of the soil. What 
facilities do these merchant princes and industrial captains of big 
European firms give to our young men? There too our young men 
are treated as clerks. They are not taken in to be trained as ex:perts — 
the* miserable state of our young men can be greatly improved if the 
Goyemment gives them adequate industrial training and the big 
ineit^antile houses utilise their knowledge in firms on an adequate 
remuneration. If the Government during the last 70 yearn had opened 
industrial colleges and trained industrial experts in the jJame number 
as they have turned out B, A.'s and M. A.’s the outlook of the country 
would have totally changed*,^^ We would have seen children of the soil 
conducting the big mercantile houses and turning out industrial experts 
instead of dwindling as clerks and brnfless lawyers — b^it it is not yet 
too late to mend. 

Polytechnic Institutes should be started in ever>" district of Bengal 
and young men should l>e encouraged for taking up industrial training. 
Mr, Petavel of Polytechnical Schcxd .should be congratulated on the 
scheme he sent to the Calcutta University. But it has been shelved 
aside. We want that ever>' district should have a Polytechnical school 
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on the line suggested by Mr. Petavel. It will make every student earn 
something durii^ school days and self-relying in future. Why should 
the Government ^elay in accepting the scheme ? The wMle country 
should rise to tho^casion and ask the Government to honeycomb it 
with industrml schools. Literary education may wait but industrial 
cannot. The^ime fias come when a day^s delay will bring in untold 
Suffering on our young men. 

Local industry cannot grow without State help. The prosperity of 
America and other countries is entirely due to the Industrial 
development ikie counjry. It is high time that Government should 
allot sufficieht money fdX4hi« purp^)se. We know that it is not to the 
intereA A^Goveminent that the local industiy should develop, and the 
result has been that every nation is vieing with each other to have a 
firm foot in India in the field of industry, and the British Goveniment 
has got to seriously consider as to how to oust other nations from the 
field. With the ^development of the local industry, with the help of 
thii provincial Govemment the question of unemployment and proveity 
of the country may be solved to a great extent. We have now got to 
be content with merely supplying raw material such as jute, hide, 
etc., to the British merchant The lOuropean business concema are 
materially under the fostering care of the State, but the.se privileges 
are denied to the Indian mercantile firms. The Jesuit is that the 
Indian mei’chant cannot stand in the market in this hard competition. 
In the exports of the country produce the interest of the people of the 
country is not protected at all. No estimate is made of the require- 
mettta of the country when the raw materials are allowed to be exported 
in fdjreign countries. The result i.s the recurience of dii-e famine year 
after year. The (juestion i> not at all considen‘d fiom the standpoint 
of demand and supply. Local meichants secuie orders fiom European 
shippers who have practically got a numopoly in «shipping business and 
purchase countiv pioduce. This cai) l)e easily checked by the Govern- 
ment if an estimate of entire ojitput is taken in eveiy season im the 
province from different districts ami sjjaie quantity, if any, only allowed 
to be sold to the exportei*s. The Goveinmeiit can as well open Govern-' 
ment sWres in every district so that sufficient quantity may he resented 
for the con^ruihptftm of local people and the prices of the article.s may 
not be abnormally raised on profiteering basis by unscrupulous local 
traders. 


[1-30 p.if. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: In connection with this 
motion may I ask what steps, if any, have been taken to give effect 
to the recommendations of the Middle Class Unemployment Committee 
which reported four or five years agoF 
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BliMi RADHA GOBINDA RAYS The chai^ges that have been^ 
brought against the Agriculture Department can equally be urged against 
the Industl^ Department. Sir, I m^^self am an indNistrialist, having 
spent seven years of my life in the development ol^^cottage industries 
in my subdivision. I can tell the House that the pricing of thia 
department is extremely sad. My subdivision, *%amely, Bishnupur^ 
is one of the prominent centres of industry in Bengal, and I happened 
to come across many superior officers of the Industries Department 
and I have invariably found that these highly paid officers reallji^do 
not knoip anything about the (‘ottage indua|>ries of Bengal. 'Rieir 
brains are full of theories which they have learnt iff celhtuin European^; 
Universities. Sir, they know only to smoke (‘ig||i*e|tes in 

European fashion. But, Sir, how do these officers prove th>rr worth? 
In order to prove before their superior officers that they are really doing 
something, these officers generally go to villages, meet the village 

artisans who as a general rule dread the presence of these officers 

dressed in European costume because they do not feel at their ^se 
before tliese Europeanised i)eople. They think that these people have 
come to demand something from them, perhaps to do some injury to 
them and not tp iiflprove their (ondition. When tin* villagers discusa 
industrial tlieoriel^ with them they see that they have absolutely 
nothing in their brains. Sir, iiow can they improve the condition of 
the cottag-e industries of Bengal? Tn my subdivision there is an 
Industrial School. This institution is working for more than tJiree 
years and up till now it has not been able to do anything worth recogni- 
tion by way of improvement of the state of the industries i>f our 

district. I ask the llon’ble Minister: Do these (»fficers ofjthe 
Industries Department really understand the people, mix with the 
people and understand their feeling and do anything which will really 
improve the cottage industries of Bengal? If they cannot do these 
things, theii existence cannot be justified in any May. With these 
words I support the motion. 


- 4 

The Hofi’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER : I may assure 
the House that I feel as much as#any member of this House about the 
unemployment question, especially the iinenifdoyment question of the 
educated, half-educated middle class people. My friend there really 
underestimates when he says that there are only graduates. 

Year after year we are turning out nearly unOer^aduates in 

Bengal and these undergraduates by the nature of their training and 
by their outlook on life are not willing to go to the rural areas to earn 
their living. It is well known that about 94 per cent, of the popula- 
tion live in the rural areas and between C and 7 per cent, of the popula- 
tion live in towns. If nearly 80,000 of our educated young men with 
a merely literary education try to get an avocation in the restricted 
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urban areas, is it any wonder that there is unemployment? Is it any 
wonder that there is a vast void in the rural areas where they cannot 
only make a living but in the process of making a living they can add 
to the wealth of "the raiyat and the cottage workers? They can be 
a chain in the link of better production and better marketing. Govern- 
ment no doubt can %elp but here; again, self-help of the people is the 
iiundamental thing and even before that self-help, a change in outlook 
on life is very necessary. How is it that our Marwari friends not 
only make a living but make a very comfortable living although they 
areliot as educated as many of our Bengali boys? ^ 

My difficulty in dealing with the remarks of the hon’ble members 
is that I liave not hea?d any definite and practical suggestions barring 
one. That definite suggestion is the establishment of a Polytechnic. 
I would like, if the hon’ble members so desire, and I am quite pre- 
pared, subject to the limitations of finance, to start an experiment; 
but I should like the members to remember this, that an industry can 
never succeed unless it can stand in the world competition, and mere 
polytechnics, mere turning out of educated men, merely giving 
technical instruction to them, will not make them successful 
industrialists. At the present moment we have a i.very large number 
of men who have been trained abroad as mechanical engineers, 
electrical engineers and in other technical professions. If industrial 
education was reall.v the thing which stood in our way, how is it that 
many of these men find it difficult to get employments The problem 
lies much deeper; it is a part of the world problem and if we approach 
it in the spirit in which we ought to approach it we shall find that 
vast quantities of India's commodities are expoi ted to foreign countries. 
About 77 per cent, of our exjmrts go to non-British countries and 
various articles such as hide, skin, seeds, etc., are exported to places 
like Germany or America where they are turned out into finished com- 
modities. It is no good crying over that unless we cannot only produce 
them but also stand in the world competition. I am quite prepared 
to discuss this with my friends on the left and on the right. If they 
would suggest anything practical I am quite willing to take it up. 

Mr. Ray — as in his remarks one the Agriculture budget — as also 
in his remarks on the Industrial budget, made some general criticisms 
and suggestions. Here again I find it difficult to meet those charges 
as they are sq^ vague and general. As it is, we have a large number 
of industrial schools in the province and the budget which I have 
just now presented shows that we have increased the Jrant of these 
industrial schools by more than Rs. 30,000. Next year this grant 
will be further increased by Rs. 30,000 so that some monej^ at any 
rate is there, but it is not by mere technical education that we can at 
once, to-day and now, find a solution of an unemployment problem. 
Technical education no doubt is very' important but the problem of 
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tmemppiyiueiit is a problem which is aot so easy of solution. How* 
ever, I lun grateful to my friends for drawing my attention to these 
points. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 7,98,000 under the head 
35 A. — Industries be reduced by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mauivi ASIMUODIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 

Rs. 12,36,000 under the major head ‘ 35. — Industries * be reduced by 
Rs. 6,18,000.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 12,36.000 under the head ‘ 35. — Industries ’ he reduced by 
Rs. 100.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 12,36,000 under the head ‘35. — Industries’ he reduced hy Re. 1.” 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 l)eg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 12,36,000 under the head “35. — Industries” he reduced hy 

Re. 1. 

In moving this motion of censure I will not take up the time of 
this House in ventilating the grievances which are shared hy all that 
the Industries Department of Bengal is not doing what is exi>ected of 
it in the interest of the people of Bengal. I will content myself hy 
pointing out a few of the activities of the Industries Department. 
First of all I want to draw the attention of the House to the fact that 
last year a grant of Rs. 10,000 was provided for the Bengal Home 
Industries A8.sociation. The Bengal Home Industries Association is 
the only institution which consists of meinl>ers who have associated 
not for making any profit hut for devehiping the in<lustries, mainly 
the cottage industries of the province hy giving them advice, and by 
finding a market for them abroad. That a.Hsociation was initiated hy 
many officials and it all along got a grant— at the beginning it was 
Rs. 1,500 and latterly it was R^i. HhOtKh 


3-45 P.M. 

I am a member of that committee. I now understand that suddenly 
the Government of Bengal in the Industries Departmeii| has come to 
a decision that this sum of Rs. 10,000 must he saved and must not be 
paid to the Bengal Home Industries Association. That is one of the 
activities by which the Industries Department of the Government of 
Bengal has shown themselves to be veiy’^ keen in developing or helping 
the cottage industries of Bengal. There is a long letter, but I may 
read out a portion from that letter which was addressed by the Secre- 
tary of the Bengal Home Industries Association to the present Director 
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of Industries on the 8th February, 1928. I may tell this House that 
through the red-tapeism of the Industries Department, this letter 
remains unanswered up till now. This letter says in one place : It 

was, however, pointed out to you that there were various activities of 
this Association specially in propaganda work in introducing new 
lines of home industries which has been so successful of late. Tou 
assured the committee that you did not want the extinction of the 
Association, but that it should work in full co-operation with the co- 
operative societies so far as the object of the Association can be 
carried out. The members of the committee do not know exactly how 
this co-operation can be fully given effect to in the absence of a definite 
detailed sc^heme. 1 have no doubt you will be able to give us your 
advice and direction as to how l)est we could give effect to your desire 
for such mutual co-operation and suggest to us a scheme for the same. 
For ^18 purpose may I take the liberty to place before you some of the 
recent activities of the Association.” Now, in reply to that the 
Director of Industries has only returned the bill for the grant of 
Rs. 10,000 which will lapse if it is not paid within the month of March, 
and I may also tell this House that Mr. Ghuznavi, the Minister in 
charge, at the time of the last budget, assured this Assoc iation that it 
would get all the help it deserved and even he went to the length of 
appointing a committee under the presidentship of the present Minister 
in charge (»f the Industries Department to go into the matter and 
report how to develop this Association further. We find, however, 
that the development w’hich has l)een decided uj>on, without the (‘om- 
mittee going into the whole matter, is the refusal o| J^e grant of 
Rs. 10, (MK). This, 1 must say, should be regarded as a creditable per- 
formance on the part of the Industries Department ! The next point 
I w’ould emphasise is with regard to the retrenchment that has l>een 
effected in this department. On the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee to curtail the exj>enditure of this department, the only 
curtailment that has l)een effe<‘ted is to do away with the Circle 
Officers who were placed in charge of two or three districts to study 
the industrial needs of the districts and to lay them l)efore the depart- ^ 
ment ; wheieas for the purpose of justifying the existence of the depart- 
ment the Superintendent of the office, who controls only 35 clerks, has 
been maintained on a pay (»f Rs. 500 a month. In the next place, we 
have seen another instance of the i>erfum‘tory manner in which work 
is done in the Industries Department. The Industrial Engineer 
placed before the Tariff Board a scheme for the development of the 
match industry of Bengal on a small scale. But what has been the 
result P I will stand <*ori*ected if I am wrong when I say that the 
Bchetne is awaiting the de<*ision of the Government and that the 
Government have not decided one way or the other regarding it, but 
we find that just after the Industrial Engineer had given his evidence 
before the Tariff Board the Director of Industries said to the Board 
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in kis^llTidence that the Government had not accepted the scheme and 
that hie views were similar to that of the Government. If that is 
go, and if the development of industries in Bengal is to depend upon 
the likes and dislikes of one individual, then there is hardly any hope 
for the people of Bengal. Then there are some other points, but. I 
have got the direction of my chief not to prolong the discussion and 
I will only say that if you want to decrease the discontent of the people, 
do take up the work of this department seriously. It is no g(K>d say- 
ing that the Minister in charge is going to formulate some day a 
policy for the development of the industries of Bengal. Sir, we have 
waited too long and the people think that Government is not seriously 
doing anything tow*ards the development of industries, that it wants 
to make India a perpetual ground for marketing the industries of 
other countries. There is a commercial museum of Japan in ('ah’utta 
which exhibits the various commodities that are produced in that 
country and which shows what goods are available in Calcutta. For 
this purpose they spend a large amount of money, whereas our 
Industries Department have allowed the gi'ant of Rs. 10,00() to the 
to the Home Industries Association to lapse. 

With these words I move the motion that stands in nvy name, 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in connection with 
this motion I want to put one (juestion to the Hon ’hie Minister in 
charge. What about the State Aid to Industries BillP We were 
assured on more than one occasion that the Bill was ready to he intro- 
duced in (Council, but how is it that the Bill has not yet been 
introduced? 

TIM HOfl’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs I am afraid 
Mr. J. C. Gupta is nursing a grievance which does not exist. I W'ill 
first of all deal with the question of the Home Industries Association. 
This Association exists for the marketing and sale of the produce of 
cottage industries. It wa^; started many years ago and both IiHlians 
and Europeans subscriWd u sum of money for its establishment. On 
the 1st of April, 1920, the capital account showed a capital of 
Rs. 80,754-14 and donations in six year> from 1st April, 1920, to the 
»lJst March, 1926, showed a total collection of Rs. 810, so that there 
was a total of Rs. 81,564-14. Grants from Government during this 
period amounted to a lakh of rupees, and the total including the 
Government grant came up to Rs. 1,81,564. The capital fund on the 
'list March, 1926, was only Rs. 52,528 as against the original capital 
fund of Rs. 1,81,564, including the Government grant of Rs. 1 lakh, 
so that during these six years there was a* net loss of Rs. 1,29,000. 
Now, let us examine some of the reasons for this loss. It upi>earB 
that gentlemen who are members of the committee of this Association 
have so many other preoccupations that they find it difficult to attend 
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tbe meetings of the committee. I find that on the 29th July a meeting 
was called but failed for want of a quorum, llie adjourned meeting 
was called for Friday^ the 5th August, and its agenda indicated that 
it would be asked to pass the monthly accounts for June, 1927. This 
again failed for want of a quorum. The next notice of meeting, dated 
the 30th August, 1927, shows that the executive committee meeting 
called for Friday, the 26th August, was also adjourned for want of 
a quorum. The adjourned meeting was called for Friday, the 2nd 
September, to pass the monthly accounts for el uly. I have no informa- 
tion as to what happened in that meeting, fjet me assume that there 
was at least u quorum on that day. Then in November a meeting 
was culled to consider a letter from the Director of Industries and I 
may briefly explain the nature of the proposal contained in that letter. 
The nature of the proposal is this. At the present moment there is 
no central sale depot in Calcutta, as they have in Bihar and Orissa, 
for the sale of goods co-operatively organised. A request came from 
the Registrar of Co-operative Societies that if we have a sale dep6t in 
Calcutta, then cottage industries co-operatively organised can find a 
ready market for the sale of their goods. Government thought that 
the proposal was a sound one and on enquiry Government found that 
in Bihar it succeeded, whereas in Lucknow, where they had an insti- 
tution lun on lines similai to that of the Tlome Industries As.sociation, 
was suffering from the same trouble as the Calcutta institution is 
suffering from, but when this question of a central sale dep6t for co- 
operative goods came up, I took up the question of cottage industries 
not co-operatively organised and it was at'cepted that a central ile]»ot 
should be established for the sale of cottage industries bftth co-opera- 
tively organised and not co-operuti'vel}" organised. 

We are quite willing to see — in fact we informed the association 
to this effect — that those members of tbe committee of the Home 
Industries Association who take a keen interest in it can he appointed 
us members of the advisory committee of the Central Sale Depot for 
goods not co-operatively organised. So, it is not a question of aboli- 
tion, but it i> a (piestion of carrying on tbe activities of the Homa 
Industries Association in another shape. 

4 P.M. 

Not (Uily that, the authorities of tin* Home Industries Association 
repeatedly complained that they had advam‘ed money to cottage 
workers for supplying goods, but they often did not get either the 
money or the goods. So, if the Central Sale Depot of the Co-operative 
Society is established, there will be sonieliody on the spot who would 
be responsible for the realisation either of the money or of the goods. 
Not only that, our scheme also may include a Central Godown in 
Calcutta where the cottage workers can send their goods. After tbe 
deposit of these goods in the godown it. will be possible to advance 
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mone^T ©n the security of these goods without the risk of any loss. 
No iuilitution can prosper if the financial side of it be not properly 
managed. It is for that reason, Sir, that although we do not propose* 
to continue our grant with Home Industries Association do not 
want to abolish the activities for which this institution stands. We want 
to place these activities on a better and more business-like footing. 
1 offer Mr. Gupta and others who are so keen about the Home Industries 
Association a place in a Committee of Management of this institution. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: But 1 may eiujuire why the 
flon’ble Minister did allow Rs. 10,00() to lapse this year? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I will come to 
that point presently. .\s regards the future, I maintain the members 
of the House will agree with me that our proposal is a far more 
business-like proposal. We stand for doing the same woik as they are 
doing. It is only a dift'erenee in name. Theie is anotlier thing whieli 
I desire to point out. It appears that every ru]>ee worth of goods 
that has been sold by the Home Industries Association has been sold 
approximately at a loss of 9 annas in the rv^pee. I (luite realise that 
an association like this is not a business proposition. 1 am ‘ quite 
willing that Government should make a grant and beai* a portion of 
the loss. But no (lovernment which has any regard for the taxpayers 
money can possibly make .a grant which means a loss of 9 annas in the 
rupee. If on the other hand this Central Sale Depot is established, 
there will In* no risk of this loss. 

Now about the grant of Rs. KblMMI. If the Government fiml that 
Committee meetings are not held — that repeatedly me(‘tings are 
adjourned for want of a (luorum, I ask is Government justified 1t» 
paying that money. If the House will decide that even under these 
conditions money should he granted, I shall gladly pay the taxj»a>er'*i 
money for that purpose. But, so long as I do not get a mandate of the 
House, I, on iny own responsihility, feel that I (uight not to pav 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. But the mandate was givcti 
last year. ‘ 

The Hofi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; I am ufiail 
Mr. Gupta has forgotten that last year no such mandate was given. 
Last year no doubt there was a provision of Rs. 10,fKH) in the budget. 
But before that sum was paid, it was the duty of fhe Director, it was 
the duty of the Secretary, it was the duty of the Minister, to see 
that that sura was paid to a concern whieh has been doing its business 
on an ordinary fmiting. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I ask whether any enquiry 
was made in regard to this? 
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m HonMIt Sir PROVBSH CHUNDER MiTTER: If meetings 
' camiot be held for want of a quoi-um what further enquiry is necessary. 
We are quite willing that the goods which they have may be sold 
through 4^e Central Sale Depot. And the same activities will be 
followed and the same members provided they are active may ^o the 
advising work in that depot. Then, wherein lies the grievance, pray 
tell me. 

On the Idth of January last a meeting ot the committee was held 
and that meeting was attended by the Director of Industries and I 
find that in that meeting the Kvecutive Committee of the 
Bengal Home Industries Association was agreeable to the sug- 
gestion of amalgamation with the Co-operative Sale Depot if 
the aims and objects ot ttie present association are not affected 
in any way by such amalgamation. It was pointed out that by the 
amalgamation it is still possible to market products of cottage w^orkeis 
who are not co-operatively organised. Now, Sir, this meeting was held 
as a result of a letter written by the Director of Industries on the 
28th of November and in that letter it w’as stated inter alia “ my 
principal •suggestion therefore is that definite steps should be taken not 
to ext^nguish the Assocdation as I frequently emphasised but to merge 
Its experience and activities into a depot oiganised and controlled by 
the Co-opemtive Department. I, therefore, suggest that the points of 
this letter be carefully considered by your I'^xecutive Committee at a 
meeting at which the Registrar of Co-operative Societies may be 
able to be pre^^ent as well as myself.” As a result of this letter the 
scheme of amalgamation was approved. Therefore, Sii, no (juestion of 
eiuiuiiy comes in here. That is the position. I hope my friend, 

Mr. Gupta, will not allow his very natural anxiety to criticise Govern- 

ment to get the better of his interest for the work, namely, the 
organisation for the sale of products of cottage industries. That is the 
main point. 

As regards the point alamt retrenchment it was long Wfore my 

time and therefore 1 am afraid 1 am unable to enlighten Mr. Gupta 

on that point without notice. As regards his statement alx)ut the evi- 
dence of the Dimdor of Industries and that the question of Match 
Industries is awaiting the decision of Go^ eminent, neither I nor 
Mr. Reid has seen that file and so it i.** not awaiting the decision of 
Government. When it cmues I shall certainly look into the matter. 

With regard to Rai Ilarendrunath Chaudhuri s question about the 
State Aid to Industries Bill, whatever assurances may have been given 
by my predecessors, I think, I have to consider notice of a Bill which 
has been sent by Mr. Naliniraujau Sarker and as a notice of that 
Bill has been m'eived, we are examining both the Bills and I trust 
Mr. Sarker will not deny that he and the officers of the department 
have repeatedly discussed the provisions of his Bill. But the reason 
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of the delay is the anxiety on the part Ooipmment to meet the 
non-offieial Bill so far as it can be met. ^ 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Do we then understand 
that Government will support the non-official Bill and not put forward 
an o&cial Bill? 

The HonHile Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I thought I 
had made the position quite clear and I will try to make it clearer. 
There Mas a State Aid to Industries Bill drafted by the Government. 
It was ripe for introduction. That was l)efore my time; and in the 
meantime Mr. Barker’s Bill came in and at the present moment Govern- 
ment is examining his Bill in order to find how far Government can 
adopt it or whether we can adopt it wholly or in part. Sir, that is 
a matter on which no decision has been arrived at as yet. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. he granted for expemlituro 

under the head “ do. — Industries ” was then put and agreed to. 


37. — Miscellanaous Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (MISCEL- 
LANEOUS) (the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Hs. 2,0fh0(K) 
he gjanted for expenditure under the head “37. — MiBcellaneous 
Departments.’^ 

Sir, the two main iteiiis under this head are the provisions for the 
Factory Inspectorship and the Smoke Nuisance Commission. The 
pTovisions under these two heads follow the revised estimate of previous 
years. The only other main item under this head was the provision for 
the Rent Controller’s office. As the post of Controller has l>een 
abolished, no provision has been made for it this year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


41 and eOr-Civil Works. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(Iho Hon’blo Sir Provash Chundor Mittor): On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,07,15,0(X1 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 41. — Civil Works ’’ and 
** 60. — Civil Works — Not charged to Revenue.” 
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Sir, tbe Bengral Finan^^ Statement explains the whole position as 
regards the Civil Works Budget. They affect various departments which 
have formed this budget. only formally move the motion. 

(At 4^15 p.M. the Council was adjourned, and it reassembled at 
4-25 p.M.) 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I want to bring to your notice that 
according to your decision the Budget debate will close at a quarter 
past five. There wdll be no chance for me to move my motion under 
Stationery and Printing. ’’ This motion was tabled last year but was 
guillotined for want of time; the same thing is happening this year. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are mistaken, the debate will close at 5. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: May I have a little time to move 
my motion. .. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow you to do so unless 
your amendment is reached before the allotted time. 

Balm Amarendra Nath (Ihose ihoved that the demand of Rs. 55,000 
under the head “ 41 A. — Civil Works — Buildings (Reserved)” be reduced 
by Re. 1. 

lie spoke in Bengali. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I rise to support the motion just 
moved by my friend Babu Amarendra Nath Gho^^h. The question of 
accommodation of witnesses either in Civil or Criminal CouHs is a matter 
of great scandal. Absolutely no accommodation is provided anywhere. 
In Khulna the Civil Court buildings are going to be extended at a cost 
of a lakh of lupees, but there is absolutely no accommodation being 
provided for witnesses. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly>: This motion refers to the demand of Rs. 55,000 ^ 
under the head ”41 A. — Civil Works — Buildings (Reserved).” My 
friends have been claiming tluit witness sheds should be constimcted in 
certain places, but if that were done the cost would not fall under this 
head at all. but would fall under " (^ivil Works (Transferred).” The 
demand under ”41 A. — Civil Works — Buildings (Reserved)” represents 
first of all a sum of Rs. 50,000 which is allotted year by year for carrying 
out minor construction works in the various Governmenti Houses in 
Calcutta, Darjeeling, Dacca and Barrackpore, and Rs. 5,000 for certain 
educational buildings at Kurseong. I do not know whether this House 
desires me to explain further almut these “ Civil Works Buildings 
(Reserved) if they do, I shall be very glad to do so; but if they do not, 
perhaps the mover will withdraw his motion. 
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I ^ afraid my friend has moved this motion under a misapprehen- 
sion. 


The motion of Babu Amai*endra Nath G hose was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 


« 

KIuhi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 20,000 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works — For cross-roads 
and drains and roadside trees in Alipore Duars, Duars Road Division 
be reduced by Rs. 15,000. 

Before moving this motion I only wish to say that it is unfortunate 
that the Public Works Department, which is known as waste Depart- 
ment, we are forced to exeixnse the givate^t economy in what we have 
to say ; I shall be brief because the time at our disposal is not very 
long, and I wish to give an opportunity to Babu Naliniranjan Sarker 
to move his motion regarding the construction of the new Council 
Chamber. 

I have fornmlly moved this motion with a view to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge as to whether the expenditure of 
Rs. 20,000 for the purpose of cross-roads, drains and roadside trees in 
Alipore Duars, is so very neces^^ai^* ns to warrant its imdusion at a time 
when we are working under a deficit budget. 


SECRETARY to COVERNIKENT, DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
(Mr. W. H. Nelson): This item of Rs. 20,000 is part of a large scheme. 
I know the site most intimately, and 1 can assure you that cross-nauls 
and diains are necessary. As regards roadside trees, it would he a pity 
to spoil the amenities of this new civil station hy leaving out tlie trees. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haque was then put 
and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 30,000 for construction of a residence for the Collector of Pahna 
under the head ‘41. — Civil Works’ Ire reduced by Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works for construction of three 
Munsiffs ’ residence at Manikgaiij l>e refused.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 18,700 under the head ‘41. — Civil l^Torks for construction of two 
sets of Munsiffs ’ residence at Katwa ' \w refused.” 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
R». 90,000 under the bead *41. — Civil Works — Construction of Reserve 
Police Lines at Barisal ’ be refused.” 
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Khm ealMMtair Maalvi AZIZUL HAQUE: “Tbat the demand of 

E|, 70,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works — Construction of buildings 
for the Police I^jnes at Bogra ’ be refused.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move tlie 
^demand of Rg. 24,100 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works — Improvement 
of Compound of Presidency College ” be refused. 

I mentioned the other day that when we were all students of the 
Presidency College, we found the compound was not so good Ws is now, 
:and it seems that this is rather a waste of money just now. We do not 
think that this is a very necessary item. We ought to wait until we 
have our budget squared up, knd we have a surplus budget. In view 
of this, I move that this demand l>e refused. 

„ SECRETARY to COVERNMENTp DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
<Mr. «l. H. Lindsay): With reference to this demand, there has recently 
ba^n a certain amount of land acquisition for the Presidency College. 
At present the land is open on all sides ; it is proposed to put a fence 
round it and to make it level and put it into proper order. Without 
the expenditure of this amount this land that has been acquired cannot 
l>e put into proper use, ^ * 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haque was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Khan Blhndur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ' That the demand of 
R«. l,4-l,(MK) under the head ‘41. — Civil Works — Construction of Hostels 
for Ahsanulla School of Engineering ^ be reduced by Rs. 40,710.^’ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Re. 49,200 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works — Constniction ,of^ (Gluru- 
Training Sc hcwl ’ be reduced by Re. 1. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That demand of 
Rs. d4,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works for the ^Realignment of 
the Buxa Foi*est Road ’ be refused.” 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 2,80,500 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works for the improvement of 
the Mninagari-Dupgari Road, etc.’ be reduce by Rs. 80,500. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 

Rs, 11,25,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works for P. W. D. Establish- 
ment ’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000. 
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Kfen Bahtdur Mtuivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ''That the dema&d of 
Bs. 87,09,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works* be reduced by 
Es. 7,09,000.’* 


Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 87,09,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil AVorks ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000.” 

BabiSfllALINRANJAN BARKER: I heg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 87,09,000 under the head ” 41. — Civil AA^orks *’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

•<' , 

In proposing this cut my object is to ex}>osc tlie wanton and un- 
paralleled waste of public money by the Public AA’^orks Department 
which, it will be seen, eminently deserves its popular nick-name of 
public waste department. 

It was in or about 1921 that (Government of lienpil conceived the 
idea of erecting a building for the accommodation of the Bengal Ldjlis- 
lative Council. The primary problem was that of a suitable design. 
We are aware that we have crt least two European architeids with emi- 
nent British (lualificationa in ^Government employ and with emolumauia 
coming out of public revenue. These im'n were prusumably found 
wanting and (GoVernment declared a prize for a competitive design. 
Mr. (Greaves’ design was accepted by Mr. H. Crouch, the (Government 
Architect. In about 1925 (Government decided to proceed with the pro- 
ject and arranged with the firm of Mr. (G^eave^ to prepare detailed 
plans for a fee of 8} per cent, on the total <*ost of the building. 1'he 
accepted tender amounts to Rs. 1 9,28,090 and this fee, therefore, is 
Rs. 1,00,000. In addition to this the firm is to be paid passj^ges for their 
representatives coming out to India and back. Apart fmm all this, 
Goveniment, I understand, will have a clerk of w’orks on a salary of 
Rs. 1,()Q0 to Rs. 1,500 per month dtU’ing construction. 

A rough estimate was then made by rGovernment amounting to hbout 
rupees twenty-five lakhs. This amount wa.s somehow sanctioned by the 
Counc il and OfjBii it was sought t<» l)e increased by about rupees eight 
lakhs in order to decorate the building with stone facings. This, how- 
ever, this Council ver\' wisely turned down though without any idea 
that the provision of stone facing would have correspondingly increased 
the designer’s fee. 

When the inci*ease was vetoed, (Government, or to l)e precise, the 
Public Works Department, arranged with the firm of Mr. (ireaves that 
another firm in England should prepare a detidied estimate of the cost 
of the building at a fee of about Rs. 40,000. Thus every possible pre- 
text has been raised and availed of for transporting money from Bengal 
to Engand! 
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Nor is this all. The next movement is still more enlightening 8 or 
10 firms or contractors have been invited to put in tenders for the cons- 
truction of the building with a condition that the successful tender 
should deposit 25 per cent, of the cost of the building, in Government 
Promissory Notes amounting in this case to over rupees six lakhs-, for 
the satisfactory fulfilment of the contract. It was further stipulated 
that 10 per cent, would he deducted from the values of bills as the work 
proceeded until such deductions accumulated to an additional sum of 
rupees one lakh. If these conditions were designed with a view to scare 
away the contractors, the object was greatly a(*complished. I am not 
aware of the identity of the brainy offic ials who originated this scheme 
but I have no hesitation in commending them to the highest powers, 

4-46 p.M. 

However, they found out at the end that in spit^ of the ideal prin- 
cipal involved in their schen^ it could not work and they reduced the 
peicentage of deposit to 5 in place of 25, a climb down, indeed, for these 
headstrong officials ! The other stipulations however, remained 
unaltered. Even after these changes, it was beyond the scope 
of , many firms to undertake the work and ultinmtely five 
tejiders were rjjfeived. ’Thereafter a veil was drawn and it was lifted 
only the other day, with an announcement oi the acceptance 
of one of the tenders. I have used the word veil (piite deliberately. 
Coutiary t(> all precedents and expectations no tenders were open- 
ed before the tenderers and the procedure bdlowt d, I understand, w’as 
that they were forwarded to the firm of Mr. Greaves. How the tenders 
stood and what Mr. Greaves’ opinions w’ere, none knows, except, perhaps, 
the Chief Engineer, Secretary and the nation-building Mini^^ter in 
charge. 

Sir, the value of the accepted tender was Its. 15), 28, 00(1. I am >ure 
that the value of one of the tendejjSj submitted by a firm as good a> the 
one ^ow' accepted is Its. 10,15,000. This l(»wcst tender w’as, I under- 
stand, not accepted on the plea that its time for completion w’as four 5 
months longer. Thus for the sake of a four months during which time 
the Council might or might not be sitting, the department has thought 
fit to throw’ away the difference, namely, Rs. 0,11,000. Even if four 
months rent of the Town Hall be deducted the figure will stand at well 
over Rs. 3,00,000 1 

Thtis it will be observed, that Government went to the luxury of 
calling for prixe-designs costing the people Rs. 1,60,000 in designers^ 
fee, plus Rs. 40,000 for the estimator’s fee, plus passages, plus cost of 
keeping a clerk of works. On the top of it all a further Rs. 3,11,000 
is being thrown away for no apparent reason whatsoever barring, per- 
haps, favouritism or the provision of employment for a certain section 
of the British unemployed at the cost of Bengal taxpayers? And stone 
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facial^ which this House wisely yetoed, would hafe thiowu away a 
furthciT Es. 68,000 in fees to Greaves’ firm and for nothing. 

But the Bengal ratepayers must be given no respite. There is now 
the contract for driving some fantastic piles in the soil which is stand- 
ing as a solid piece of earth from at least the days of Mir Jafar. What 
the value of the contract is I cannot say, but it must be substantial 
enough for the kind acceptance of a British firm. 

The reasons for obtaining outside help at every stage mjiy be either 
a great burden of work in the department or its utter incapacity. In 
the absence of any great project of the department mentioned anywhere, 
one cannot help thinking that the true reason is incapacity. It is a 
wonder that not even two full-time £uro{t|ean architects with high 
British qualifications appointed for the sole purjwse of making designs 
are tound capable of undertaking the work. They should either resign 
out of self-respect or the Government must retire them as they 
can serve no purpose. The estimators in the three offices of the Kie- 
cutive Engineer, Superintending Engineer and the Chief Engineer ore 
equally incompetent to make an estimate of Rs. 25 lakhs. There is not 
a single junior Engineer even capable of undertaking the supervision 
of the work and we must httve a clerk of works for the job while so 
many are practically sitting idle for want of work? 

Thus has the-^patriotic Minister in trharge of the department is, in 
his enthusiasm for building the nation, thitiwing away nearly 7 lakhs 
of rupees on a job of about Rs. 25 lakhs. Thus has he fostered Indian 
Industry by throwing Indian money to foreign firms behind closed 
doors. Thus have the Government in their philanthropic endeavour to 
safe-guard the interests of the dumb millions shipped these large sums 
away to the British firm. And a word about Public Works Department 
tenders. It is curious to observe that tenders in respect of minor works 
involving small amounts are called for publicly and accepted in the 
formal manner, the lowest tender being given preference when other 
conditions are satisfactory. In (‘ase of practically all major wo^s of 
high value this wholesome procedure is invariably departed from and 
tenders, such as they are, arc seldom given the just consideration that 
is their due. The former plan is resorted to in expressing the boiw 
fides of the department, the latter undoubtedly to indulge in favoiiritisiu. 
When tenders are not publicly called for and are invited from selected 
constructors the presumption is that conditions are equal in respect of 
all the only point for consideration is the rate or amount of <he tender. 
It is beyond all conception how the lowest tender in such a case is reject- 
ed and that even without any reason not to speak of a valid one. 

Sir, the Back Bay and the Grand Trunk Canal are only typical of 
a whole class of schemes which are being instituted to-day in India. 
The King George Dock and the 80 feet lock are also very typic al . 
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wi need no uneommon iniight, no; wwro imagination to realise 
tbe present psycbology ; of ^ >tbe Bntisb Goveminent in India. 
Unemployment in Britain to-day is a national danger of the 
first magnitude. The old staple industries are letting loose many 
of their workmen to swell the numbers of the unemployed. 
While their resuscitation is undoubtedly a far more intricate and com- 
plicated problem, the distress may be considerably alleviated by pro- 
curing for the British firms as much work as can now be created in 
India before ^e control of public administration slips from their hands. 
The case of^e wagon industry is the most notorious and the most 
prodigious example. The Bally Bridge, the Howrah Bridge, to name 
a few only, in Bengal will give work which in their present position 
the British firms will value not a little. It is against this organised 
exploitation that we expect the Hon^ble Minister to take up a bold 
stand. If he has failed in that what pretensions can he have either to 
to represent the people or to serve their interests!^ 

4-45 P.M. 


The Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I again find 

myself in a difficult position as I have to" ifeet ci^licisms not based on 
facts. I may repeat osice more the facts vJ^ich, I believe, are well 
known to the House. Years ago and long before 1 took up the Ministry, 
a contract was entered into by the (fovernineiit of Bengal and a certain 
Architect in England. As part of that contract that Architect has full 
power of choosing the contractors and settling other matters. Now if 
I had acted as Babu Naliniranjan Sarker wished me to act, what would 
have been the result The result would have been that the. 

Government of Bengal would have been liable to pay heavy 
damages. The tax-payei*s’ money would not have been saved 
in any way whatsoever. Here again it is no doubt very convenient to 
make accusations against a Ministej*, and to accuse a Minister is some- 
thing very (ongeiiial to my friends there. But there is a contract — a 
completed contract — and that contract has been given effect to. The ^ 
couaequenc'e of a breach of contract is well known and so I do not think 
I shall take up the time of the Counc il hy trying to meet my hon’ble 
friend's arguments in any detail. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Was the tender accepted 
when the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter was in office or not? 


The HoiPhle Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: One of the 

terms of the contract was that even the tenders were to l>e opened by 
the Architect in England. 
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Tlu^ motion of Babn NAlinin^jan Sarker was tken fftit and a divitibn 
taken irith the following result: — 


AYES, 


AkanuMl, M«ul¥i Atimtidtfin. 

Atkiiillaa, Mr. Sytd MS. 
iMsai, mau Rwuss Cluindrm. 

BafMrjM, Or. Pramathanatli. 

BantrjM, Babu Prametiia Nath. 

Baiu, Babu Sati Sakhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Bata, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baas. Mr. S. C. 

Baaa, Mr. tubhat Chandra. 

Chakraburtty, Babu datindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, triJut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Nai Harandranath. 

Butt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohaah Maulik, Babu Satyandri^ Chandra. 
QupUi Mr. Jatash Chandra. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Asiiul. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Saliib Mauivi Muauam Ali». 
Maiti, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Natkar, Babu Nam ChaMi||^ 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mauivi thamsur. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Radha Qabinda. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

tarkar, Babq Naliniranjan. 

fan, Mr. Satfsh Chandra. 

San, Srijut Nafandra Nath. 

San Supta, Mr. 4. M. 

Suhraarardy, Mr. N. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. S. 

Afial, Mauivi Sytd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad. Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Cataalli, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Oay, Mr. Q. Q. 

Orummond, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. O. S. 

Bhoaa. Mr. M. C. 

Qoanka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 
auha. Mr. P. N. 

Haaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab Musharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 

Nuq, Mr. A. K. Pasl-ul. 

Huaaain, Mauivi LaUfat. 

Jamas, Mr. P. E. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Luka, Mr; N. R. 

MaaBaan, Mr. J. A. 


Maadanald, Mr. A. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon’bia Mr. A. 

MaCtuskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Pravash Ghundsr. 
Mobarly, tha Han'bis Mr. A. N. 

Nslson, Mr. W. N. 

Parratt, Mr, P. 

Phalps, Mr. Travor J. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bis Maharaja Bahadur 

Kshaunish Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh. 

Saohsa, Mr. P. A. 

Sarbadhikari. Or. Sir Oava Praaad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mohan. 

SKinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Tata, Majar-Oanaral Oadfray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travtrs, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 36, and the Noes 44. the motion was lost. 


5 P.M. 

(At this stage the allotted time in conneeion with the demands for 
grants was reached.) 
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The motion that a sum of Bs. 1,07,15,000 be gpranied for expendi- 
ture tinder the head “41 . — CitiI Works” and “ OO^T^ivil Works — 
Not charged to Bevenue/’ was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion failed: 

Babu MALINIRANdAN BARKER: That the demand of 
Bs. 7,50,000 under the head ‘ 60. — Civil Works not charged to revenue — 
Constructiqn of a new Council Chamber of the Bengal liOgislative 
Council at GAlcutta ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

43. — Famine Relief and Insurance. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to ; — 

** That a sum of Rs. 2,60JX)0 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 43. — Famine Relief and Insurance.” 

The following motions failed: — 

Mauivi BflAMBtiR-R AMMAN: ^'That the demand of Rs. 2,50,000 
under thjB head ‘43. — Famine Relief and Insurance (Reserved)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (on the^ ground that the Famine Code requires 
immediate revision).” 

Babu, JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,50,000 under the head ‘43. — Famine Relief and Insurance’ be 
reduced by Re: 1.” 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: “ That the demand of Rh. 2,50,000 
under the head ‘43. — Fattiine Relief and Insurance (Reserved)’ be leduced 
Irv Re. 1.” 

45.— Superannuation and 45A.— Commutation of Pensions ^ 
finanood from Ordinary Rovonuo. 

The following motion w’as then put and agreed to: — 

” That a sum of Hs. 46,25,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads ‘ 45. — Superannuation and 45 A. — Commutation of pensions financ- 
ed from Oinlinary Revenue.” ^ 

The following mofioil Jailed : — 

Baku NALINIimNJAN BARKER: “fhafc the demand of 
Rs. 4,10,000 under the head ‘45A. — CommiAtioa of pennons financed 
from Ordinarj' Revailtie ’ be reduced by Rs, 100.” • | 
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46«— iUtioiiMif md Printingi 

Th* following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

That a aum of R§. 20,53,608 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 46. — Stationery and Printing.” 

The following motions fail^ : — 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: That the demand of Es. 20,53,000 
under the head ‘ 46. — Stationery and Printing ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
('to draw attention to Ihe fart that a few employees of the Oovernraent 
Printing Press at Alipore have been dismissed without sufficient 
grounds).” 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURtt “ That the demand of Jls. 20,53.000 
under the head ' 46. — Stationery and Printing ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the fact tlint a number of piece-workers have not 
been made permanent.)” * 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : ‘^That the demnml of Rs. 20.53.000 
under the head ‘ 46. — Stationery^ and Printing ' redtined by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the attitude of the Suj||erintendent ^of the Press 
to employees who are members of a Tr^e Union). 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: M*hat the demand ef 
Rs. 20,53,000 under the head ‘46. — Stationery and Printing* be reduced 
by Re. 1.*' ‘ 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANi “ That the demand of Rs. 20,T>3,000 
under the bead ‘ 46. — Stationery and Printing * be reduced by Re. 1.*’ 

4T^M fscellanaou- 

The following motion was then pi^t awdjt^h'c^d to: — 

”That a sum of Rs. 4,02,000 be granted for expenditi^re under the 
head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous.** 

Expendtiure in EnglaniL 

The following motion wa-s then put and agfeed to : — 

That a sum of Rs, 6,36,000 be gr^pted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ FiXpenditure in England.** ^ 

Loans and AdvanoM. 

’’O * 

The following motion was then put and agrled to:*— 

‘‘That a sum of Rs. 17,68,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head * Jioana Imd Advances.** 
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COVERNMENT BILL. 

TIm Bangtl VilUige Mf-CoYermn^ tAfnendiiiefit) Bill| 192& 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF. 
COVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): This 
Bill as I have explained before is merely an enabling* Bill. It allows 
Union Boards to pool their resources for the purpose of activities like 
primary education, veterinary dispensaries and ordinary dispensaries. 
The present motion is a motion for referring the Bill to a Select com- 
mittee, BO I formally move that the Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1928, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

(1) Mr. R. N. Reid; 

(2) Mr. J. GK Drummond; 

(3) Mr. W. L. Travel's, c.i.e., ^.e. ; 

}(4) MahadSj “Kunftir Sris Chandra Ifandy; 

(5) MhuWi Syed^Abdbr Rauf; 

(6^ Mr. Altaf AHj 

(7)^ SrijutK Taraknath Mukerjea; and 

myself w\]th instructions to submit their report for presentation to 
the Bengal LegiTslative Council as soon ns possible and that the number 
of members Vhose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

In this connection I Keg to mention that we have written to Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi MuKammad Ismail but have as yet got no reply and 
Babu Amhrendra Nath (these^lmjf intimated his unwillingness to serve 
on the select ,pommittee. '^So I omitted their names. 

Maulvi ABUCiCASEM*.. I beg to move that in this motion, after the 
n^me “ Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea,” the following names be inserted, 
namely : — ' ♦ 

Maulvi Shamsur Rahman; ond 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amilltl Haque. 

Tha PROVABH CHUtiDER MfTTERr I am wiUinfr 

to accept the amendment. 

The motion oTf Maufvi Abul Kasem was put and agreed to. 
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!ri^e following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

*'.That the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1928, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon^ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Kt., c.i.E. ; 

' (2) Mr. R. N. Reid; 

(3) Mr. J. G. Drummond; 

(4) Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.n.£. ; 

(5) Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra Nandy ; 

(6) Maulvi Syed Abdur Rauf ; 

(7) Mr. Altaf Ali ; 

(8) Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea; 

(9) Maulvi Shamsur-Rahman ; and 

(10) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque; 

with instructions to submit their r<^rt fpr presentation to the Bengal 
Legislative Council as soon as possible and that the number of members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute quorum shall be five.*' 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 28th 
March, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooaedings of tho Bengal Logfsiativa CoumSI assomMail undor the 
provisions of the Covommant of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 28th l/pirch, 1928, at .’1 p.m. 


Prosont: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath R\y Chaudhuiu, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 90 nominated and elected 
members. 


uovernmeni Dusinwso 

Resolution 

(on fiAttere of general public interest). 

rhe Hon’ble Itaharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Sir, In view of the fact that different proups in the House 
have approached Government to po.stpone discussion of the resolution 
htandinp in my name, and also in deference to the wisheN of members 
of this House, ^.o give them sufficient time to consider this question, 
Governmeid havig decided to withdraw the resolution for the present, 
and therefoie I do not ipove it. (Applause.) But 1 hep to say that 
Government will bring forward the resolution at the earliest opportunity 
in the next fiessiun pf the Council. 

The following resolution was therefore not moved: — 

“ This Couficil recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
to give* effect to the proposal of the Statutory Commission that a Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Gcmncil he appointed to assist the 
Commission.’* 

The following amendments to the above motion failed: — 

» Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER and Rai HARENORA NATH 
CHAUDHURI to move, by way o^ amendment, that the consideration 
of the resolution be postponed sine die.’' 

« Mauivi ABDUL KARIM, Mr. R. S. SURRA WARDY uM Mauivi 
A. K. FAZL-UI-HUQ to move, by way of amendment, that the con- 
sideration of the reiolution be postponed till the next session of the 
Council,” 
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•• Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move, by way of amendment, 
that tile following be added to the resolution, namely: — 

‘ and that the Committee be appointed by election by the elected 
members of this Council who are in favour of the formation of such 
Comn^ttee.*” 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble .fllja Manmetha Nath Ray 

Chaudhuri, of Santosh): I have it in command from II is Excellency 
the Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council stands 
prorogued. 


B, o. n —i 21-4»IW8~>IM mad oUma. 
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Agricultural Demonstra^on Works, 
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SIWKling Gommittee on, 339. 
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Marr, tto Hm’M* Mr. A. 

^ort Calcutta, regulatum of pay of 
employeec, 338. 

Standing Committee, Commerce and 
Marine, 182. 

Mtdieal Colltfi and Schatli 

Teaching staff of the Government, 337. 

Mfmtert 

Attendance of, 13, 66, 103, 142. 182, 
221, 261, 299, 337, 381, 41C, 469. 
600. 

INInftttrial dfllctrt of Bangal 

Moslem and non -Moslem, 469. 

Minltttrt 

“ No-confldence ” in the, motions of, 
106, 341. 

MKtor, tiM Hoii'bit Sir Pravath Giiaadar 

Agricultural demonstration works, 16, 
17. 

Bill, Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) — , 1028, 498. 
Co-operative Societies, defalcation 
oases in connection with, 17, 18. 
Demands for grants for — 

Agriculture, 466, 474. 

Civil Works, 487, 494. 

Co-operative Credit, 473. 

Hospitals and DiRf>ensanes, 447. 
Industries, 476, 479, 483, 485, 486, 
487. 

Medical, 431. 
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Public Health, 448. 

Public Health Establishment, 460, 
462. 

Veterinary charges, 471. 

Director of Public Health, publicity 
staff under tha, 32. 

Medical College and Schools, teaching 
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Mortality in parts of Murshidabad and 
stagnation of the waters of the 
Chota Bhairab, 29, 30. 

No confidence in the Ministers, motions 
of, 873, 374, 376. 

Standing Committee, Agriculture, 182. 
Standing Committees on Local Self- 
Government and Medical and Public 
Health, 340. 

Standing Committee on Public Works 
(Roads and Buildings), 339. 


Mtbfriy, tbt HMlto MK A. N. 

Administration of Justice, supplemen- 
tary demand for, 34. 
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draught purposes, 183. 

Calcutta and Bengal Police, amount 
spent for the. 31. 
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236. 
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Police, 254. 

Presidency Magistrate’s Courts, 215. 
Presidency Police, 301, 308, 309, 310, 
311, 3lk 

ProsidtMicy Police — Pay of Sergeants, 
263. 

Presidency Police — Sui>erintendence, 
256. 

ProcesH-servmg establishment, 222. 
Leakage of official reports, 29. 
Legislative Council, vacancies in the, 
owing to inability to attend to 
duties, 261, 262. 

Ministerial oflicers of Bengal, Moslem 
and non-Moslem, 469. 

Murshidabad, police-stations in, aboli- 
tion of, 144. 

No-confidence in tlie Ministers, mo- 
tions of, 351, 352. 

Standing Committcie on Judicial and 
Jails. 339. 

MoHrm SrijHt JnMira Nitli 

Demand for grant for EduoatioD 
(KeserN'edl — Primaly, 333. 

Morcaii, Mr. 6. 

Buffaloes, restricted working for 
draught purposes, 182. 

MMitm AM^MMltiii MtaMwial 
OMctn 9t Btllfal, 469. 



INSSX 


MafenAi'nvlt. 

DemaniU iMr graatt for^ 

Muaa^fig% 178 . 

PresideiM^ Polto6» 290« 291, 292, 293. 
Vio»*Oh«iimUor, salary of, 406. 

miinMMMl 

Mortality in parts of, and the stagna- 
tion of the waters of the Chota 
Bhairab, 29. 

' Polic«\^tioos in, abolition of, 143. 

Kkwaja 

Board of Secondary Education, Dacca, 
alloMfing of students for certain 
examinatioTis. 33. 

NatoM, Mr. W. H. 

Demand for grant for, Civil Works — 
For cross-roads in Aliport. Duars, 
489. 

Nt-MttIMfaea in tht Minitttrt 

Date for the dirn'iission of motions of, 
145. 

Motions of, 1U3, 341. 

Oath nr Aflirmation, 13. 

Obituary raffaraneai, 13. 

Pbalpi, Mr. Trtvar J. 

Demand for grant for, Presidency 
Police — Pay of fiergeants, 257. 

Paitttt of ordtr 

Regarding allowance of more time for 
dis<iussion on demand for grant for 
Eduction 420. 

Regarding refusal of u whole grant, 
motion for, 35. 

Poliot 

Amount s[>ent for the (.'alcutta and 
Bengal, 30, 

Ptiict Standing Committoa Mootings in 

1927, 145. 

Polico-ttntiont in Murtiiidabnd 

Abolition of, 143, 

Port of Oaloutta 

House allowance of the Chairman of 
the Commissioners for the, 262. 

Regulation of pay of employees, 338. 

Prosidoncy Oollogo 

Teaching posts in the, proposal for 
separation from Educational Ser- 
vices, 142. 

P roii d ont (tiM MonUo IU|n Mnnmatlia 
Until lUy OlHMdlHiri, of tnntoali; 

Ruled that naotion for refusal of a whole 
grant cannot be moved, S5, 86. 


ProiignlMn» SOI. 

PiiMio Works (RMW and tsdMiiiis). 

Standing Committee on, 339. 

Rnliinii, lir AM>iir- 

Demanda for grants for — 

Executive Council, 151. 
Vi<^e-Chaiio©llor, salary of, 405. 
No-oontidence in the Ministers, motions 
of, 354. 

Raknian, Mnuivi $hams-ur 

DeimuidM for grants for 
Civil and .Sessions Courts, 223. 
Ck>-operative Credit. 472, 474. 

F'oresta, 80. 

Hcgistmtioii, 80. 

Rniimtn, Mr. A. F. M. AOdur 

Director of Public Health, publicity 
staff under the, 3 1 . 

Rnut, Mauivi Syod Abdur 

Demantl for grant for Ministers. 192. 

Ray, Babu Radba Qobinda 

Demands for gmnts for 
Agriculture. 474. 

Civil and ISesHtons (VmiHh, 235, 
Industries, 479. 

MinistiTS, i7<i. 

Vice-Chancellor, salary <>1. 394. 

Ray, Babu Sursndra Nath 

Ueinatui for grant for, Executive 
Council. 1*48. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

Demands for grants for 

Education (Hesorvetl) - Primary, 335. 
Hospitals and l>iH)>ensanHH, 441. 
Irrigation Working Expens«»H, 98. 
Medical Establishment, 439. 

Public Health Establishineiit, 452. 

Ray, the Han 'Me Mabaraja Bahadur 
Ksbaunish Chandra, of Nadia 

Demands for grants for 
Charges of Administration, 47. 

.Jails, 249. 

.fails and Convict Sidtleinents, 238. 
Land Acquisition cstablishnient, 42. 
Land Revenue, 40, 55, 66. 

Survey and Settlement, 61. 

Standing Committee on Land Revenue, 
341. 

Statutory ComoiiiMiion, 500. 



Uli^X 


mu, M MMMIar 

KtiNUiiiltli OiNMitfni, «f Naiki. 

Town Hallr behaviour of etrangem in 
or about tbe» on the 2 lit March* 
1928* 416. 

Ray caaiiaauri, Mr. K. C. 

Demandi for grants for- - 
Miniitori* 193. 

Presidency Police, 298. 

Rffiltrar of Co«optratlv« SaeittiM, 18. 
Rtaarti 

Leakage of official, 28. 

RHaluiiaii, QoYtrniiitiit, 50(i. 

Ray, Babu Manmatba Rath 

Deniands for grants for — 

Calcutta Uiiiversity, grants to, 409, 
Irrigation Works, 109. 

Ministers, 196. 

Presidency Police, 273. 
Vice-(3iancellor, salary of, 386. 
Kducation, Primary exfienditiire on, 
104. 

Ray, Dr. Bibhan Chandra 

DernandH for grants for 

(Calcutta UniverHity, grants to, 424. 
Presidency Police, 282, 283. 

Public Health Kstablisliineiit. 464 
469. 

Viced -ban cel lor, salary of, 399, 401. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praiad Singh 

No-contldonce in the Ministers, motions 
of, 360. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ih^int of order reganling motion for 
ndusal of a whole deinantl. 36. 38. 

Ray, Mr. Q. N. 

Death ndereiK'c of, 16. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Demand for grant for I’resideney 
Police, 286. 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Rarayan 

Demands for grants for 
10xecull\'e Council, 1415. 

Presidency Polii'e. 286. 
Vice-Chancellor, salary of, 397. 

Sarktr, Babu Rallniranjan 

Demands for grants for -- 
Civil Works, 491. 
hixecutivo Council, 128, 

Irrigation —Working Expenses, 93. 
Land Revenue, 62. 

Medical Establishinent, 4S2. 





Dei^andi for frantaibr^ . * 

DistiSerhyi — ^f^airdu^ nkoiae, 68. 

Preaidencyyestobliil^nt,' 66 

•alia^(i) 

Agricultural training to the taaehare 
ofjiel^tod high, 19. • 

Middle, and Inspection Circle, 25. 
Managing Committee of aidyl high 
English, 22. " * ‘ 

Managing Compaittee Of an aided high 
English, ref^onstitution of the, 21. 

Sm, Mr. talitli Chantm 

Demand for grant for Ports and 
Pilotage. 326. 

tan, 8ri|uf Ragandra Rath 

l^mands for grants for — 

Charges of Land Revenue Adnainia- 
tration, 47. 

Civil Works — Buildings, 488. 

Forests, 81. 

I.rfiml Revenue, 63. 

Medical Establishment, 436. 

Survey and Settlement, 50. 

VeUo’marv cliarges, 402, 

Managing (^)mimtt<M' •)!’ an aided high 
Enghsb school, 24. 

Stn Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Demand for grant for Executive 

Council. 161, 

No-confiiionce in the .Ministers, motions 
of. 3(57, 3(58. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhuptndra Rarayan, 
of Nathipur. 

IXMimnds for grants for - 

Epidemic diseases, ex]>enseH in con- 
nection with, 4(53. 

Survey and Settlement, 49. 
Miirshidabad, police-stations in, 
abolition of, 143. 

tinha. Lord tatyondra PraMnna, Raraa of 

Raipur. 

* 

I>catb reference of. 13. 

Skinnor, Mr. 8. A. 

Demand for grant for Calcutta Polioe, 
287. 

ttanding Committatgn 

Agriculture, 182. 

Commerce and Marine, 182. 

Irngation. 339. 

Judioial and Jails, 338. 






htdes 


LMPi^eveiiuo, S4I. 

8«l{>Ck»iN)r|uiiM^ aiKl.,lAMlicaf 
S 4 l^ibUo;H«aith« 94(3f. 

Po^, 146. ■ • 

PubHo W6|:ltil (Roads and Buildings), - 


TmmHtM 

Behaviour of strangers in or 
about the, on the 2l8t Maroh, 
1028. 415. 

Trivtn, Mr. W. L 


' »3», 

Mihiwinly, Mr. H, 8. 

I>erD4^^ fos giwte for — 

ExeciHve Cpimcil. 155, 155. 
Irrigation Worhs, 116, 120^ 

Porte and Pilotage, 32 •<. t 
Presidency Magistrate's Cout^, 214. 
Sujierintendence, Excise, 60. 

ivgpitmtiitary dtmaiitf for graii«, 31. 

Toactifre off ioloctotf high teliooh . 

Agricultural training to, 19. 


TIiomiMOfi, Mr. W. H. 

Demands for grants for — 

Irrigation Works, 110. 

I.<and Revenue, 56. 

No-confidence in the Miniators, 
motions of, 357. 


Demands for grants for 
. Calcutta Police, 266. 

. Exertutive Council, 153. 

Ministers, 178. 

Public Healtl) EHtablishineiit. 452. 
No-confidence in the Ministers, motions 
of, 347. 

Town Hall, Behaviour of strangers 
in or about the, on the 21st Maroh, 
1928, 415. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0 . 

Demands for grants for — 

Education (Reserved? - -Primary, 334. 
Vice-Chancellor, salary of, 393. 
No-confidence in the Ministers, motions 
of, 362. 


^ a Piws— 1100 — M. 1 C. u 









